
OCTOBER 2025

Ag NewsAg News

RENOVATIONS & NEW  CONSTRUCTIONRENOVATIONS & NEW  CONSTRUCTION
 Farm,  Residential  or Commercial Farm,  Residential  or Commercial

Construct ion Ltd .

CUSTOM CUSTOM FENCINGFENCING
Chain link  Chain link  •  •  Barbed Wire  Barbed Wire  • • Page WirePage Wire

Board  Board  • • VinylVinyl

306-435-4211 1402 North Front Street 
Moosomin, SK 

BY NICOLE TAYLOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Harvest in Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest 
Manitoba is done. A lack of extreme heat this summer 
and timely rains led to one of the nicest crops in years, 
with farmers bringing in lots of bushels, although their 
enthusiasm for the crop was somewhat tempered by low 
grain and oilseed prices.

“We seeded canola, wheat, and oats in the Atwater, 
Bangor and Stockholm area,” says Blake Duchek. “Yield-
wise all the crops were above average. We had most of 

ber. We only had a couple of days left and the rest (of the 
crop that came off) was down-graded after the rain. Those 
crops had gone down to a number three. The other crops 
weren’t affected by the weather. It was one of our best 
years that we’ve had in the last 20 years.

“We had 12 to 13 inches of rain over our farm, and a 

cooler summer. The canola kept blooming longer, and the 
crop was actually a bit later than usual because it didn’t 
want to ripen up and die off. Overall, a cooler growing 
season and lots of moisture at the right time contributed 
to a nice crop. The moisture spaced out nice and evenly, 
instead of having six inches all at once which doesn’t 
help.”

Duchek says they wrapped up harvest over two weeks 

the Thanksgiving weekend.
Mark McCorriston has land north, west and east of 

Moosomin. 
He says he saw big yields this year, making for one of 

the nicest crops in their farm’s growing history.
“It was one of the better yielding crops that I have ever 

grown to date, and that includes barley, wheat, and cano-
la,” he says. “The yield was excellent and the quality of 
the wheat that was taken off before the rain was all Num-

ber 1 and it weighed up good and it was excellent before 
that week and half of rain.

cept for the actual price of grain. Canola is as low as it was 
10 years ago, same with wheat.

“When I took over from my dad and started farming 
in 2014 and on my own, that’s what I was selling wheat 
for, the same as I am today. It’s $6.50 a bushel. It’s kind of 
disappointing even though I had the best yield of wheat 
crop that I’ve had to date. I’ve made way more money in 
the past off growing two-thirds less of a crop and selling 
it for a fair price.

“So it is bitter sweet. We’ve got all these bushels, but it’s 
not worth what it should be.

of fuel is basically one-and-a-half times, parts are prob-
ably three times what they once were 10 years ago.

Continued on page B3

That’s a wrap

Farmers wrap up harvest with lots
of bushels, but low grain prices

Mariah Roy with Hebert Grain Ventures submitted this photo of a harvest sunset in the Moosomin area.
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CK2020
SERIES COMPACT TRACTORS

25-40 HP

$3750
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

1.99%    84
UP TO

UP TO FREE
LOADER*

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK/Virden, MB  •  306-434-6909

CONTACT MATT OR JEFF  AT
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision Farming Displays
Autosteer Systems
Application Contol Systems
And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

Air Seeder Upgrades and Water Management SolutionsAir Seeder Upgrades and Water Management Solutions
We have many solutions to upgrade the technology on your current 
air seeder including: full liquid and NH3 VR and sectional controls 
kits, blockage and fl ow monitoring systems, full controller conver-
sion kits to change your seeder to ISOBUS control, High Defi nition 

camera systems and more! Full installation 
available for these upgrades.

We are the largest water management technol-
ogy solutions provider in the area with control 
systems from Ditch Assist, PTx Trimble and Ag 
Leader Technology for GNSS controlled surface 
and sub-surface drainage. Full installation, set-
up and operational orientation available from 
our very experienced team. Many RTK solution 
options for sub-inch accuracy for all water man-
agement solutions.

Canadian cultivated 
farmland values rose by 
an average of 6.0 per cent 

farmland values review 
by Farm Credit Canada 
(FCC).

celeration compared to the 

slight increase compared 

cent increase.

complex mix of market 

inces surging ahead while 

Manitoba led the country 

and Alberta (6.6 per cent). 
Saskatchewan matched 
the national average at 6.0 

tario and British Columbia 

lighting the uneven nature 
of the market.

“Demand for farmland 

less of lower commodity 

FCC’s chief economist. 

ture sector and the limited 
supply of available land. 
While growth is uneven 

ing growth opportunities 

Despite notable gains 

es per acre has increased 

that experienced strong 
growth in recent years are 
now seeing a softening 

regions with previously 

more modest increases 
continue to see solid gains. 

pears to be stabilizing.

cash receipts fell 1.6 per 

a drop in grain and oilseed 

grain and oilseed receipts 

results vary by crop and 

receipts for grains and 
oilseeds are expected to 

est rates and healthy farm 

vide underlying support 
to farmland values. Yet the 

ment in the second half 

comes to the demand for 
farmland.

“The interplay between 

ity will continue to shape 
the trajectory of farmland 

FCC report

Canadian farmland values rose 6.0 per 
cent in fi rst half of 2025 FCC report



Continued from Page B1
“Everything has gone up except for the price of grain. 

I’m grateful that we have all these bushels, but still it 
doesn’t really look that great on the spreadsheet.

 “The number one factor is the spat with China over 
the electric vehicles. I’m not sure how many people even 
want electric vehicles in Canada, but I would assume only 
a small percentage of them would want Chinese built 
ones and it’s effecting every farmer in Western Canada 
because canola is probably the number one crop in every-
one’s rotation that they focus on, and it’s like we’re sell-
ing canola for $20 a bushel or $18, which is tolerable, not 
breaking the bank, but now it’s marketing canola at $13 or 
$13.50. Again I feel really bad for other parts of the prov-
ince that didn’t grow the bushels because that’s what’s 
going to keep up us carrying onto next year, because we 
had an excellent crop. But if we didn’t have that, then we 
would be dire in straits for sure.”

Like other farmers, McCorriston credits more temper-
ate summer weather and timely rains with the excellent 
crops.

“We did get one big shot of rain and it affected some of 

had a few drowned out spots, but overall we got enough 
rain instead of an abundance of rain where it pools and 
drowns out areas. Nothing hurts your yield and your 

the crop and then investing anywhere from $400 to $450 
into it and then it drowns out and you get zero in return. 

rain.
“In our farm’s history—my dad started here in ‘76—I 

think canola possibly wasn’t the highest I have ever 
grown, but wheat and barley were record setters for the 
McCorriston farm forever.

ure it out. Wheat is looking at $6.75 to break even at best 
even with each bushel and then it’s a lot of extra work too.

“You got all this grain and I really feel bad for the guys 
that did get feed grain after that rain. The spread on feed 
from Number 1 isn’t as big as it has been in the past, so it’s 
the loss of weight that really effects it because you have 
that much more product to equal a bushel.

“This could have potentially been a home run year and 

for another year.”
Craig Roy farms near Moosomin, and said that the 

yield his crops gave was above average, but the low grain 

“The prices have pretty much been down across the 
board. The wheat has been in a slump for quite a while, 
and that’s when the China tariffs hit, so that really took 
the shine off of canola prices,” he said.

“What’s hurting the wheat is that there really hasn’t 

crop, many other countries had an above average crop. 

there’s an abundance of wheat on the market. It had ris-

that caused a bit of a wheat spike. Now that that’s kind 
of cooled off and Russia is exporting again, the price has 
slid back down.”

Prices aside, Roy says that the crop this year had ideal 
growing conditions all throughout the season.

“We seeded in real good conditions, we got some good 
June rain, and we had subsoil moisture in July and Au-
gust when it did get dry. The crop was able to hang on 
through the hotter, drier weather. A lot of the cereals were 
off when the rainy weather hit, so there was some down-
grading, but about three quarters of the cereal crop was 
off. It affected canola but not quite like it does the cereal 
grains.”

He says that this year’s crop was one of the best in 
terms of yield he’s ever had.

“We’ve had years with more production, but this year 

align high production with high prices, though, but that’s 
the way it is. Take a look at coffee, there are some issues 
with the raw commodity, so the prices go up. As for the 
tariffs, the government has to do something to offset the 
losses that some farmers are going to be facing, or be able 

“If you asked me to sum up the year in one word, I 
would say average. Production was above, prices were 
below, so it all kind of evens out.”
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2025 Ford
F-350 XLT

Upfitter Switches - 5th Wheel Prep

$291/wk OAC

SAVE $5,525 - SALE PRICE  $77,139

STOCK# 5T184

2020 Chev Silverado 
1500 RST

Z71 Off-Road - Diesel - 144,000 kms

$173/wk OAC

SAVE $4,834 - SALE PRICE $41,066

STOCK# 5T058A

2019 Ford F-150 
Lariat

Local Trade - Sport Pkg - 114,000 kms

$167/wk OAC

SAVE $1,549 - SALE PRICE $39,351

STOCK# 4T112B

STAERTALL ...NO...NO TRICKS!

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S – Guy Wall

(306) 435-0215
Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

Michael
Vantomme

(306) 608-6808

#ShopMoosomin      306-435-3313 • 1-800-880-4533 • Moosomin, SK  • www.celebrationford.com

Call us today!Call us today!

2025 Ford F-350 
Lariat

Diesel - FX4 Off-Road

$409/wk OAC

SAVE $5,525 - SALE PRICE $108,148

STOCK# 5T101

2025 Ford
F-150 XLT

Upg. Stereo - Wireless Chg Pad

$274/wk OAC

SAVE $9,025 - SALE PRICE  $72,059

STOCK# 5T057

2022 Ford F-150 
Tremor

LOW kms - Road Trip Ready - 39,000 kms

$227/wk OAC

SAVE $1,141 - SALE PRICE $58,759

STOCK# 5T187A

2023 Ford F-150 
Platinum

Hybrid - FX4 Off-Road - 46,000 kms

$272/wk OAC

SAVE $2,463 - SALE PRICE $71,437

STOCK# 5T193A

2021 Ford
Ranger Lariat

TREMOR pkg - Htd Seats - 61,000 kms

$189/wk OAC

SAVE $4,587 - SALE PRICE $45,313

STOCK# 5T179A

2025 Ford F-150 
Tremor

5.0L V8 - Ready for fun!

$292/wk OAC

SAVE $9,025 - SALE PRICE $77,179

STOCK# 5T190

2025 Ford F-150 
Lariat

Moonroof - Tow Pkg

$312/wk OAC

SAVE $9,025 - SALE PRICE $82,264

STOCK# 5T219
New

OFFERS END OCT 30, 2025
Conditions Apply, see dealer for details 

Prices before applicable taxes and fees

To view more
from our new 
inventory scan

Check out our 
large selection 
of Pre-Owned 
Vehicles!

Pre-owned

That’s a wrap

Farmers wrap up harvest with lots
of bushels, but low grain prices

Ian Langley submitted this photo of harvesting late at night.

Next Issue Nov. 24th

Call 306-435-2445 to book your ad!
world_spectator@sasktel.net

Reach THOUSANDS of readers in 
local communities with our monthly 

Agriculture Supplement
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B U I LT  O N  FA R M E R 
Relationships.

Grain Millers is a privately held, family-owned company. We depend on direct farmer 
relationships and offer farm gate pricing and contracted grower production. Our Crop 
Science Team is here to help you with any agronomy questions you may have so you 
can get the best return on your production. 

When you sell to Grain Millers, your grain is going directly into some of the most 
technologically advanced mills in the world!

grainmillers.com | 800.328.5188
OATS & FLAX | 306.786.4682
FEED GRAINS | 306-786-5657 EXT. 593
OTHER GRAINS | 952.983.1269

I T ’ S  MORE  THAN PROCESS ING . 

I T ’ S  OUR Promise.

W E  P U R C H A S E :
O AT S  •  F L A X  •  B A R L E Y  •  W H E AT

O T H E R  G R A I N S

CALL/TEXT
Glen Crosson: 306.608.9009
Lorne Crosson: 306.435.7148

websterseedfarm.ca

We have the best 
Wheat & Barley Varieties!

Reserve your seed now 
to make planting a breeze!

Westking | Stoughton | Wheatland   
Starbuck | Synergy | Churchill 

 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

WE CARRYWE CARRY
RITCHIE WATERING RITCHIE WATERING 
BOWLS AND PARTSBOWLS AND PARTS

Agriculture Minister Daryl Harrison will lead a trade 
mission to Mexico to strengthen our trade, research 
and investment ties with some of Saskatchewan's long-
standing Mexican partners and to help companies and 
industry organizations in the province maintain and 
strengthen their relationships with Mexican stakehold-
ers.

The mission will reinforce the province's internation-
al reputation as a reliable supplier of high-quality food, 
feed and value-added commodities. The mission will 
also promote research, investment and other collabora-
tive opportunities in Saskatchewan's value-added sec-
tor.

"Mexico continues to be a vital partner for Saskatch-
ewan, particularly in the agriculture sector," Harrison 
said. "This mission will open new avenues to promote 
provincial agriculture export interests, bolster relation-
ships with stakeholders and advance discussions with 
Mexico on priority agriculture issues."

As part of the mission, Minister Harrison will be 
participating in the 2025 Tri-National Agricultural Ac-
cord, being hosted in Morelia, Michoacán, Mexico. This 
annual meeting is a premier opportunity to engage 
with the United States (U.S.) and Mexico and elevate 

-
ing partners. Topics this year include preparing for the 
Canada-U.S.-Mexico Agreement review in 2026, cel-
ebrating the International Year of the Woman Farmer 
coming up in 2026, and discussing animal disease pre-
paredness, among other topics.  

Mexico is a priority market for Saskatchewan, rank-
ing as the province's sixth-largest export destination in 
2024 with $592 million in agri-food exports, which ac-
counted for 93 per cent of Saskatchewan's total exports 
to Mexico.

Saskatchewan engages with
Mexico and the United States on 

agricultural trade and development

Daryl Harrison,
Minister of Agriculture
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Let’s face it – we’ve all done it! And Thanksgiving is 
a perfect time to save those leftovers and once the kid-
dos have gone to bed, sneak some goodies and quietly 
eat them by the light of the microwave. I chuckled when 
I heard a mom of four youngsters say this in her quest 
to ensure she got best dibs on the the post-thanksgiving-
meal goodies.

I tried something this Thanksgiving that I have never 
even heard of before and it totally blew my limited-sugar 
eating plan. Was it worth it? Absolutely! My daughter’s 
mother-in-law grew up on sour cream pie made with real 
cream. Think raisin pie only one hundred times better. I 

where leftover pie was being offered and once again, I in-
dulged. And not secretly by the light of the microwave 
either. In broad daylight in front of the entire other side 
of my daughter’s family. And not one bit ashamed was I!!

Sometimes our Thanksgiving meals are eaten in the 

combine and truck operators taking quick breaks to eat 
their turkey and ham and pumpkin pie. Thankfully, this 

harvest Oct. 1, well in advance of Thanksgiving meal 
plans.

And I have to be honest that last day – I was a little 
emotional. Who, me? A couple of things had happened, 
one being I jiggered up my knee. Bursitis they said. What 
kind of ‘itis’ I asked the doctor. AKA housemaid’s knee 

combines to clean windows was what caused the prob-
lem, one that saw me shirk my duties and not bother to 
clean windows at all on that last day. 

walked by and said, “Don’t make supper tonight. We 
have it covered.” Now, for this farm gal who hauls food 

I had heard all harvest long. And yeah, a tear slid down 
my cheek as I headed off to Moosomin for parts. Yup, we 
have the bestest neighbours ever.

our last tailgate meal of 2025. Nothing beats enjoying la-
sagna that you didn’t even have to make! A few last laps 

and followed behind. No big deal, right? Until I pulled 
into the driveway at the farm, still following behind. 

shed tears of sorrow at being done, that I can guarantee 
you. But I think it was just a combination of gratitude 
for a meal I didn’t have to make made by someone who 
didn’t need to do that along with a sense of being proud 
of the work our entire team had put into bringing in the 
crop. This was likely all mixed together with a bit of ex-

was glad to see the combines parked, ready for the next 

that ‘itis’ problem is that I have.
One day in the middle of harvest, our landline phone 

rang as I was packing up supper. It was some agriculture 
research company asking for Wayne. I love when you tell 
them he isn’t home how they ask what time they could 
reach him. Long pause. Me, not him. I say, “we are har-
vesting.” He says, “Yes I realize that, when could I call 
back and speak to him?” What do you even say to that?

things like … ‘We’re harvesting. I’m tired. I don’t care if 
you have eaten 36 sandwiches so far this harvest – here’s 
#37.’ Or ‘I don’t care if there are soybeans and corn at odd 
places in my house. I bring my work home with me.’ And 
on they go. What I especially love about this gal is that 
when she talks about ‘tailgate meals’ it’s not the party-
ing kind of meal – it’s real life down on the farm kind of 
tailgate meals. So committed is she to her job as a farmer/
farmer’s wife, she has published cookbooks called “Table 
to Tailgate’ and ‘Meals in Motion.’ 

The ‘writer’ in me, such as it is, doesn’t usually write 
about ‘end of harvest time’ other than for these ag col-
umns but this year, I just had to put something into 
words. Did I mention I was unusually emotional this time 
around? And so, in part, talking about how grateful I am 
to ‘live down on the farm’ this is what it said ….

Some things I know about life on the farm – it’s never 
been glamorous

And ‘well-paid’ isn’t a term I’m familiar with in my role
But this life is our bread and butter, sometimes for bet-

ter and sometimes for worse but we are in together, some-
how making it work

“Mostly it’s hard work and dusty work at that
It’s breakdowns and frustration and parts nowhere to 

be found
It’s sometimes too hot, too cold, too windy or too wet
It’s super early mornings and long, drawn out nights
“There are times I wonder what time he’ll get to bed at 

night and if meeting him at the combine during our early 
morning servicing routine counts as quality time together

There are the ‘here’s a sandwich’ moments as you 
throw lunch up the combine steps and many are the tail-
gate meals that are cold before the last guy gets to dish up 

There are too many cinnamon bun moments and not 
near enough vegetable ones

sunsets and wonderful times of being together and work-
ing together – as a team

There are next-generation farmers gathered around the 
tailgate enjoying the long-held tradition of ‘supper in the 

‘done’
And then there’s this incredible feeling of being part of 

this team that makes it all happen and takes us toward the 

Farm life has it challenges and its joys, its crazy seasons 
and its downtimes and it’s not really something easily 
described in a few words. But what it is for those whose 

doors standing at the tailgate of a truck full of old fence-
posts and gas cans is a life built on hard work, long hours, 
a few tears, uncertain pay, some good laughs and a whole 
lot of amazing sunrises and sunsets.

Wayne leaves our tiny home on the farm during around 
sunrise. I follow a bit later with my trusty window wash-
ing kit and as he fuels and services the machines, I water 
the windows down so to speak. It’s date time every morn-
ing! We are in our grungiest old clothes and our conversa-
tion is limited to his shout, “Start the combine and lower 
the header” or my “Look at the amazing colours of the 
sunset this morning!” and sometimes even a “How many 
water bottles can one driver go through in a day?” Okay, 
so I say that to myself as I toss a thousand bottles down 
to the ground.

This fall I survived both harvest and the move of our 
oldest granddaughter to the city. I historically have a 

ries that overwhelm me at times. This gal spent a lot of 
time with us growing up, many times riding shotgun in 

entertained for acres and acres. She still does. I text her 
the other day and said, “I got an email from Manitoba 

you.” My response? “But my name isn’t ‘Hunter.’” I am 
sure with a shake of her head and a roll of her eyes that 
I could not see, she said, “It’s a generic “Dear Hunter” 

it, Hunter,” I respond, still dying of laughter at my stu-
pidity. 

And sometimes it’s those ridiculously funny moments 
where we recharge and step back and realize that laugh-
ter is truly good for the soul.

Here’s trusting you had a safe and successful harvest, 
fellow grain farmers, along with some really good belly 
laughs from time to time. Until next time, I hope what-
ever keeps you busy this time of year is a welcome change 

Harvest is over, let’s take that combine home now

1995 Case Corporation
Case IH is a registered trademark
of Case Corporation.

A.E. CHICOINE Farm Equipment Ltd.
Storthoaks, SK.306-449-2255

USED SEED HAWK AIR SEEDERS

Tree Removal
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We will buy your  

cattle direct off farm

 One of the biggest licensed bonded order  

 buyers in Canada.

 Respected and trusted for 40 years

 Customers across Canada and the U.S.  

 giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all  

 qualities and classes of cattle

 Never charge selling fees, which means more  

 profit per head (up to $25/head over selling  

 at Auction)

 Same day payment

To find out what your cattle are worth and to book  

them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:

 Jason: 306-435-7767         Matt: 306-728-1582 

 John: 306-434-7778 Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin  

on Hwy #1

Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)
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SHOP LOCAL
SAVE BIG!

306.435.2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net   |   714 Main Street   |   Moosomin, SK

8.5 X 11

$8500
PER 
CASE

10 PACKAGES PER CASE
500 SHEETS PER PACKAGE

DELIVERED WITHIN MOOSOMIN: $87 

$1000
PER 
PKG

COMPARE OUR PRICES 
WAL-MART: $129.99

AMAZON: $192.12

Agriculture Minister Daryl Harrison announced the 
passing of regulatory amendments helping to ensure Sas-
katchewan farm land is Canadian owned and strengthen-
ing and clarifying the Farm Land Security Board’s (Board's) 
powers to enforce regulatory compliance. 

Amendments to The Saskatchewan Farm Security Regu-
lations, which support The Saskatchewan Farm Security 
Act, remove the exemption for the Canada Pension Plan 
Investment Board (CPPIB) to own Saskatchewan farm land 

traventions of the Act and regulations. 
"Our government is working to ensure that Saskatch-

ewan farm land remains in the hands of Canadian owners 
and supports the needs of Saskatchewan producers," Har-
rison said.

"These amendments ensure the Canada Pension Plan In-

applied to farm land owners in contravention of the Act."
In 2015, the Government of Saskatchewan amended 

the Act to prevent pension plans from owning Saskatch-
ewan farm land. However, at the time, CPPIB was given 
an exemption allowing it to continue to hold only the land 
it owned at that time, approximately 167,000 acres. Since 
then, CPPIB has divested itself of these holdings and now 
owns no farm land in the province. The new regulatory 
amendment removes the exemption and prevents CPPIB 
from acquiring any farm land in Saskatchewan in the fu-
ture, consistent with other pension plans.

Also in 2015, the government amended the Act to pro-
vide the Board additional tools to enforce compliance with 

administrative penalties of up to $10,000 for each contra-
vention of the Act. Today's amendments further clarify the 

Some examples include:

• A non-Canadian resident or corporation who acquires 
more than 10 acres of farm land in the province;

nadian owned and does not divest itself of holdings over 
the 10-acre threshold; 

Canadian resident or a non-Canadian owned corporation 

Act and fails to comply with a term or condition of the ex-
emption order.

ture announced the formation of a Farm Land Ownership 
Advisory Committee to consult with industry stakehold-
ers and provide recommendations on strengthening the 
province's farm land ownership framework. The Commit-

Saskatchewan Farm Security 
Regulation amendments strengthen 

ability to enforce Act
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The Manitoba government is extending the rent freeze 
for Agricultural Crown Lands (ACL) forage leases into 
the 2026 growing season, continuing its commitment to 
making life more affordable for producers, Agriculture 
Minister Ron Kostyshyn announced today.

“Manitoba producers are the backbone of the provin-
cial economy and our government is committed to keep-
ing life affordable for the hard-working Manitobans who 
put food on our tables,” said Kostyshyn. “Continuing this 

The current rate of $3.66 per animal unit months re-
mains the lowest ACL rental rate in Western Canada.

“This announcement is a relief for Crown land users 
and gives us some certainty after a year of severe chal-
lenges,” said Brent Benson, cattle producer. “From ex-
treme weather to the uncertainty of trade markets and 
feed supplies, some producers struggled to keep their 
family ranches operational without having to make deci-
sions that could affect their sustainability or viability. We 
look forward to working with the Manitoba government 
as we move toward a system of fair and predictable rental 
rates as well as policies that encourage young producers 
to enter the industry, an important component to ensur-
ing the long-term sustainability of the family ranch.”

The ACL program supports approximately 1,750 lease-
holders across Manitoba who rely on Crown lands for 
grazing, haying and cropping activities. These lands are 
a vital public asset, supporting the livestock sector, ad-
vancing sustainable land use, and respecting treaty and 
Indigenous rights, the minister noted.

Alongside the rate freeze, the Manitoba government has 

to help shape the future of the ACL program. Through 
an online survey on EngageMB, Manitobans can provide 
feedback on three areas: lease allocation methods, limits 
on the total amount of land a single leaseholder can hold, 
and renewal options for modern leases.

“Manitoba Beef Producers appreciates the consulta-
tions about various aspects of the Agricultural Crown 
Lands Leasing Program to ensure it is responsive to the 
needs of the cattle sector,” said Matthew Atkinson, presi-
dent, Manitoba Beef Producers. “We strongly encourage 
beef producers to make their views known during this 
important engagement process as it will help shape the 
future of the program.”

-
ment in the ACL program review. Feedback gathered will 
help inform proposed regulatory updates and program 
improvements. Further consultation with stakeholders, 
including leaseholders and Indigenous communities, will 

Feedback collected through the survey and consulta-
-

tory updates, anticipated for implementation in 2027, the 

minister added.
Manitobans interested in sharing their views are en-

couraged to visit https://engagemb.ca/ag-crown-lands 
to complete the survey by Nov. 24

Manitoba government extends rent freeze for ag crown lands
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What’s covered?
FarmLite™ Policy 
This policy is designed to protect customers 
who have minimal farming activity, or where 
farming is a secondary or hobby aspect to 
their rural lifestyle.

FarmGen™ Policy
This policy is designed to protect smaller, 
family-farm style operations of less than 
1,500 acres and where at least half of the 
farmer’s income is generated from farming.

We offer farmers the opportunity to 
customize their insurance to fit their 
individual needs.

Your Story is Ours to Protect.Ready for tomorrow.

Talk to a HUB insurance broker to find out if 
FarmLite™ or FarmGen™ are best for you.

Moosomin  |  Broadview  |  Kipling  |  Montmartre  |  
Qu’Appelle  |  Indian Head  |  Emerald Park  |  Pilot 
Butte  |  Lemberg  |  Lipton  |  Kelliher  |  Estevan  |  
Langenburg  |  Esterhazy  |  Kamsack  |  Grenfell

Get a free quote today!

Farm 
insurance 
packages
We designed our farm policies to 
meet the unique needs of each farm 
– making sure farmers, their families, 
and their operations can stay safe 
and protected. All our farm policies 
also include coverage for the home, 
property, and personal liability.

HUBxRRM World Spectator ad - July 2025.indd   1 7/8/2025   4:58:46 PM
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1604 Park Ave.  |  Moosomin, SK 

306-435-3866 | ROCKYMTN.COM

BY BETHANY LIPKA, BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE ANALYST

AND ISAAC KWARTENG, SENIOR ECONOMIST

Agricultural productivity growth in Canada is stagnating  
After peaking in the 1990s and early 2000s at around 2% per year, produc-

tivity growth in Canadian agriculture has stagnated. This slowdown threat-
ens our ability to meet future demand for food and Canada’s competitive-
ness in the global food system.  

Sustained productivity growth is essential for achieving 

agricultural sector.  

We all benefi t from a healthy
agriculture and food system 
FCC Thought Leadership estimates that restoring annu-

al agricultural productivity growth to the historic level of 
two percent, which was achieved in the 1990’s and early 
2000’s, could boost farm incomes by up to $30 billion over 

the farm gate. Agriculture is a cornerstone of Canada’s 
economy, with the agriculture and agri-food sector ac-
counting for 1 in 9 jobs and roughly 7 percent of national 
GDP in 2024. Revitalizing productivity growth in agricul-

ing Canada’s overall economic health, food security, and 
national wellbeing.  

Beyond the farm: economic benefi ts
of boosting agricultural productivity growth 
An infographic depicting the estimated aggregate eco-

nomic impacts of returning to 2 percent annual agricul-
tural productivity growth from 2023 to 2032.

FCC’s Thought Leadership team used Statistics Can-
ada’s input-output multipliers to estimate the spill-over 
effects of increased productivity growth in agriculture, to 
understand the opportunities for the overall economy. We 
estimate that the GDP impact of this agricultural produc-
tivity growth would closely mirror farm income growth 
nearly dollar-for-dollar.  

This boost in agricultural productivity growth would 
also support the creation of an estimated 22,920 new jobs, 
and generate $12 billion in labour income. These employ-

adjacent industries, and represent expanded opportuni-
ties throughout the entire value chain, from equipment 
manufacturing and input supply to transportation and 
value-added processing. 

Revitalizing productivity growth in agriculture also 
promises a cascade of additional economic and social ad-
vantages for all Canadians. It promotes food security and 
healthy rural communities. It also enhances the resilience 
of our food system in the face of growing global challeng-
es associated with volatile growing conditions and shift-
ing terms of trade.  

Seizing the opportunity 
Multiple factors contribute to the current slowdown 

in Canada’s agriculture productivity growth, including 
underinvestment and slow uptake of new technologies. 
Addressing these challenges represents a generational 
economic opportunity, both on and off the farm. A recent 
report by FCC Thought Leadership explores the role of in-
novation in enhancing productivity growth in Canadian 
agriculture and provides some key recommendations for 
how to catalyze investment and innovation into the fu-

solutions is needed to reignite productivity growth, in-
cluding: 

• Increase investment in R&D and commercialization, 
both at home and abroad 

• Foster innovation across the sector, by supporting 
strategic partnerships and building capacity 

• Harvest low-hanging fruit by encouraging adoption 
of existing under-utilized technologies on farms 

Driving investment and innovation in Canadian agri-
culture will equip our food system to meet future needs 
and drive economic growth. It will ensure the long-term 

and foster a thriving, resilient, and innovative food sys-

Here’s how agricultural productivity 
benefi ts all Canadians

Figure 1: Estimated aggregate economic impacts of returning to 2 percent an-

nual agricultural productivity growth – 2023 to 2032
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Call Bill for a FREE Estimate!
306.408.0055

walleye.interiors@gmail.com

Specializing in Drywalling!
• Boarding  • Taping              • Texturing 
• Suspended Ceiling  • Home Renovations

Serving Moosomin since 2008

712 Lalonde St.,
 Whitewood, SK Shop: (306) 735-4328

fl atlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Lee’s Carpet Warehouse
613 Gordon Street

Moosomin, SK

fl ooring
Benjamin 

Moore
KitchenCraft kitchens

306-435-3906

BORDERLAND CO-OP
HOME CENTRE

1100 PARK AVE. •MOOSOMIN • (306) 435-2642
• GARAGE & HOUSE PACKAGES
• LAWN & GARDEN
• PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES

HOME CENTRE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
ALL YOUR HOME DECORATING & RENOVATING NEEDS.

www.elkhornwoodworks.com • elkhornwws@gmail.com

204-851-2923

• Formica • Arborite • Pionite • Granite & Quartz
 • Custom Countertops 

• Manufacturing   Custom Cabinet Doors

CONCRETE (2008) LTD.
FREE QUOTES

ICF FORMING (STYROFOAM)
TREVOR TOPINKA

1-306-435-3860 • 1-800-300-7776
Cell: 1-306-434-7184

Cook Road • Moosomin, SK • S0G 3N0

lawrenc e  h e i n
Renovations

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

306-434-6485

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

Insurance Jobs Welcomed

Proudly Serving 

Moosomin & Rocanville

- Full Exterior Renos
- Full Interior Renos
- Custom Decks
- Drywall Painting
- Commercial 

- Maintenance
- Siding, Soffi t &  
 Fascia
- Tile, Laminate, 
- Hardwood

- Kitchen 
- Back Splashes
- Basement 
- Development
- Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

DISCOUNT
CENTRE

WE’VE GOT THE LARGEST 
SELECTION IN SW 

MANITOBA OF HARDWOOD  
AND LAMINATE FLOORING

Professional 
Installation Available.

St. Lazare, MB • (204) 683-2416

Moosomin, SK • 306-435-3954
tomselectric@sasktel.net

Complete  
Electrical Services

CALL WAYNE OR JOHN AT

Glasser’s TV Service
MOOSOMIN, SK  •  306-435-3040

Building a 
new home or 

remodelling an 
existing home?

We wire for Satellite TV, 
High Defi nition TV, Home Theatre, 

In-Ceiling Audio and Surveillance Systems!

Home OF THE 
MONTHDesign

DAN KLIEVER  
306-608-8733

OFFICE@FMINSULATION.CA

SPRAYFOAM
BATTING
BLOW-IN
THERMAL  CAMERA
INSULATION  REMOVAL

Phone: 306-961-4118

KENOSEE LAKE, SK.

Residential & 
Commercial Construction

Concrete 
Flatwork
Shops  •  Slab On Grade  •  Bin Pads

Sidewalks  •  Grade Beams

306-434-9001
copperridgeinc.com

Spray Foam
 Insulations 
& Coatings

306.434.9001
copperridgeinc.com

House Plan provided by 
South Prairie Design 

www.southprairiedesign.com

Type: Bungalow

Sq. Ft.: 1,838

Crawlspace

Garage: 2+ Car

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2.5

House Width: 84’

House Depth: 52’

 
Seal Coating
Line Striping
Curb Painting
Crack Filling
Pot Hole Repair
Infrared Repair
Asphalt Projects
Sports & 

      Other Surfaces
Power Sweeping 

      & Cleaning
Power Washing

 

Residential  |  Business 
Commercial

Serving Moosomin, 
Brandon, Yorkton, 
Estevan & Area

306-434-9191 
info@actionasphaltsk.com  www.actionasphaltsk.com

Get 10% off when you mention Spectator

Call Ron at 306-435-9714
Moosomin, SK

Lepine’s 
Fiberglass Shingling

Supply & Install Residential Windows & Doors

- FREE ESTIMATES -
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF 
Emerald Park & Indian Head 

3 GREAT PLAINS INDUSTRIAL DR. 
EMERALD PARK, SK 

www.mandoconstruction.ca

EST. 1979 WITH THE SAME OWNERS AT YOUR SIDE.

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREA MOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE BASEMENT PACKAGE QUOTE!

CORN CORN 
SeminarSeminar

NOVEMBER 19, 2025NOVEMBER 19, 2025
9:309:30amam-3:30-3:30pmpm

RM of Antler Board RoomRM of Antler Board Room
Redvers, SKRedvers, SK
RSVP appreciatedRSVP appreciated

Learn about silaging, grazing and Learn about silaging, grazing and 
grain corngrain corn

GRAIN BAG ROLLERSGRAIN BAG ROLLERS
Located at Wawota, Moosomin & CarievaleLocated at Wawota, Moosomin & Carievale

For more information follow us on facebookFor more information follow us on facebook
Danyelle (306) 485-8408Danyelle (306) 485-8408

COFFEE
supplied

Agriculture Minister Daryl Harrison 
has appointed a Farm Land Ownership 
Advisory Committee to provide feedback 
which aims to strengthen Saskatchewan's 
farm land ownership legislation.  

The committee will meet with key 
stakeholders in October and November. 
After initial consultations are complete, 
the committee will provide a summary 
of feedback received. The Government of 

ings.
"Our government wants to ensure that 

ewan farm land owners," Harrison said. 
"This committee's work will help inform 
the decisions we make regarding farm 
land ownership in our province."

The Farm Land Ownership Advisory 
Committee will consist of three members:

• Ken McDonald, Chairperson;
• Deron Kuski, Committee Member; 

and
• Curt Chickoski, Committee Member.  

mittee which has been struck to review 

katchewan," McDonald said. "Farm land 
ownership is an important issue to the 
people of this province, and it is our task 
to review current regulations and to make 

mains a priority."
Saskatchewan farm land is one of the 

province's most valuable assets. The 

work is comprised of The Saskatchewan 
Farm Security Act and The Saskatchewan 
Farm Security Regulations. As the nature 
of farming and business continues to 
evolve, the Government of Saskatchewan 
wants to ensure the legislative framework 
regarding farm land ownership meets the 
needs of the people of Saskatchewan.

ewan's farm land ownership legislation, 

individuals and entities that are eligible to 
acquire an interest in farm land, including 
Canadian citizens, permanent residents of 
Canada, and corporations that are 100 per 
cent Canadian owned and not publicly 
traded.

Minister of 
Agriculture announces 
Saskatchewan Farm 

Land Ownership
 Advisory Committee
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Lots of
discounted

clothing and 1 
day only pricing!

Universe 
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

www.universesatellite.com   1-306-645-2669www.universesatellite.com   1-306-645-2669

FREE
Smoked Brisket 

on a bun!

Lots
of Door
Prizes!

Dec 6, 2025Dec 6, 2025
10 am - 5 pm10 am - 5 pm

18:1c

Virden Ag & Parts | 560 Commonwealth Drive, Virden | (204) 748-4469 | virdenag.caVirden Ag & Parts | 560 Commonwealth Drive, Virden | (204) 748-4469 | virdenag.ca

FALL SUPPLY SAVINGS
Sprayer AntifreezeSprayer Antifreeze
Protection up to -50CProtection up to -50C
18.9L Pail ... $31.9918.9L Pail ... $31.99

205L Drum ... $299.99205L Drum ... $299.99

EZ DEFEZ DEF
Diesel Exhaust FluidDiesel Exhaust Fluid
9.46L Jug ... $17.499.46L Jug ... $17.49

NETWRAPNETWRAP
CPS 64” x 7,000” CPS 64” x 7,000” 

Single Rolls Single Rolls 
Was $199.99 Was $199.99 Now $179.99Now $179.99

Tiandi 64” X 8,000” Tiandi 64” X 8,000” 
Single Rolls Single Rolls 
Was $272.00 Was $272.00 Now $248.99Now $248.99
Pallet Price (16 rolls)Pallet Price (16 rolls)
Was $258.40 Was $258.40 Now $236.50Now $236.50

SAVE $350 PER PALLETSAVE $350 PER PALLET

Preparing for retirement is a pivotal moment in one’s ca-
reer, including for farm business owners. It may be a period 
of mixed feelings, as discovering new purpose in life after 

plan in place.

as a couple, your passions outside work, and even your re-

planning can affect your peace of mind.

Explore new paths

and pursue new passions. Retirement isn’t a permanent 

Communication, planning and fl exibility

align your expectations and goals. Retirement is a time of 

of emptiness or loss of control.

generation and your friends. If you decide to continue 
balance. Between moments of relaxation and new learning, 

rosiers.

Preparing for retirement:
 Redefi ning your needs and purpose
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We can 
PRINT 

and 
DISTRIBUTE 
your flyer 
through 
Canada 

Post

CONTACT 
US TODAY!

world_spectator
@sasktel.net  

Wheat not paying the bills?

LEARN TO GROW 

GRAIN CORN

MARCH 16, 2017

11:00 A.M.

WAPELLA, SK

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED

CALL JEFF TO RSVP

306-435-9083

PLANTING

Hands on learning on how a planter works and why we need 

to use one

AGRONOMY

Can we grow 200 bu/acre in Saskatchewan?

HARVESTING

Tips on a successful harvest

MARKETING

Market for high moisture corn delivered to Wapella

SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS:

• Test drive our new autosteers!• Check out our RTK!  Compatable with Outback and other GPS monitors

• Lunch Provided • Demos Available

For more information call:306-746-8044

YOU 
ARE INVITED!

ROADSHOW
GPS Information DayApril 10, 2017 • 10am- 2pmBlock 12, 1st Ave. Semans, SK

Ag News

Ag News

November 27
DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 23

NEXT ISSUE
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BY LEIGH ANDERSON, SENIOR ECONOMIST

Cattle are being fed grain while out on pasture
Different regions across Canada experienced a mix of growing and weather condi-

tions, which affected crop and forage production in various ways this year. Crop pro-
duction is expected to be slightly higher than last year while overall forage production 
is expected to decline. Most cattle producers are adjusting to lower forage production 
by making use of feed alternatives. An abundance of feed grain supplies and improv-

sales. In this report, we present the feed outlook through winter and lay out implications 
for the Canadian livestock industry and commercial feed sectors. 

Regional feed and forage production  
Areas in western Canada had adequate rainfall and warm temperatures, increasing 

crop yields, while on the other hand, eastern Canada had a hot and dry summer, which 
is lowering yields. However, recent heavy rain in western Canada has raised concerns 
for unharvested crops. Many cereal crops, especially wheat, may be downgraded to 
feed quality. Overall despite regional differences, total crop production is still expected 
to rise slightly.  

While Canada’s overall crop production is expected to increase, hay and pasture con-
ditions in western Canada were below average this summer as rainfall came too late to 
support strong hay growth or grazing. However, the recent rainfall has brought relief to 
drought-affected areas in the Prairies. The moisture has helped extend grazing and may 

cuts, but cool and wet weather affected quality in some regions. In the Atlantic prov-
inces, warm and dry conditions supported better haying progress early in the season.  

Hay remains the main winter feed for cattle, but farmers are increasingly turning to 
alternatives like corn and barley silage, along with corn grazing. In eastern Canada, 
drought conditions led some producers to harvest grain corn early for silage. The good 
news is that silage yields were generally strong, adding to the availability of affordable 
feed grains for winter feeding. More winter wheat acres also resulted in a larger sup-
ply of straw, making it a more affordable feed option to blend into rations heading into 
winter. 

For those looking to purchase additional feed, it’s important to note that hay markets 
are highly regional, driven by local supply, demand, the feed grain market and trans-

portation costs. But because hay yields are below average, prices are likely to rise and 
remain elevated until springtime. For example, Alberta is currently expected to produce 
about 15% less hay than last year. Given the historical relationship between yields and 
prices (Figure 1) prices heading into the winter-feeding season could be slightly higher 
than in 2024. The upside for cattle producers facing feed shortages is that hay prices are 

ing a record corn crop, which is expected to keep feed prices low in Canada. As grain 
prices decline, they could help keep a lid on hay market increases. Hay price and yield 
relationships in other provinces show similar patterns. 

Feed supplements are a valuable tool for managing low-quality forage and feed 
grains, and when straw is utilized in feed rations. The commercial feed sector is an 
important part of the feed industry in Canada and plays a large role in many livestock 
sector feed rations.  

Canadian commercial feed sales projected to increase 
Canada’s livestock sector has faced years of tight feed supplies and high costs. Expen-

last year and are expected to reach $11.2 billion this year, with a projected rise to $11.9 

billion by 2026 (Figure 2). However, these numbers depend heavily on feed grain prices, 
especially corn, and could be revised down if prices fall. Most of the feed sales growth 
is expected in western Canada, driven by poultry expansion, while dairy and hog sec-
tors are expected to stay stable or grow slowly. Commercial feed sales in the cattle sector 
will depend not only on overall feed demand, but also on the need for additives and 

supplements to improve the quality of lower-grade feed available on cow-calf and feed-
lot operations.   

Expanding poultry sector is an area of growing feed demand 
Canadians’ strong demand for chicken and eggs is driving this momentum. Broiler 

production is expected to rise sharply in the second half of the year, with recent quota 

risk. The industry has underproduced relative to its allocation over the past year due 
to lower chick placements and disease outbreaks. Despite these challenges, this year’s 
production targets are well above normal. Egg layer production has also seen steady 
growth since last year. In June, western Canada saw a nearly 14% increase in the num-
ber of laying hens compared to the same time last year. Part of this growth is due to 

poultry sector remains a growing area of opportunity for the feed sector.  

Dairy and hog sectors stable feed demand  
Despite the dairy herd size remaining unchanged, milk production has increased, 

driven by strong demand for dairy products. Marketing boards have responded by is-
suing additional quota and incentive days to boost supply, which has contributed to 

Canada’s hog sector is showing signs of recovery after several challenging years. As 
of July 1, the national hog inventory dipped slightly to 13.8 million head, with eastern 
Canada seeing a larger decline than the West. Despite this, recent improvements in hog 
prices and lower feed costs could lead to modest herd growth next year. Continued 
gains in productivity with more piglets born per sow could also support herd growth in 

Strong cattle price and abundant
feed supplies supportive of herd rebuilding 
The latest national cattle inventory numbers showed that as of July 1 the national beef 

prices and easing feed costs could encourage more herd rebuilding.   
In August, feedlot placements were 12.2% lower than last year, and this trend will be 

important to monitor as the fall calf run ends. If feedlot placements continue to trend 
lower, it could point to increased heifer retention. While that may mean less feed de-
mand at feedlots in the short term, it suggests more on-farm feeding now and poten-
tially higher feed demand in the years ahead. 

Feedlot margins remain tight, but cheaper feed grains are helping. With plenty of feed 

grains available and record cattle prices, feedlots have an incentive to continue feeding 

feed grain demand.  

Bottom line 

herd rebuilding are beginning to emerge. Dairy and poultry production quotas are also 
growing. Even the hog sector, which has faced challenges, is starting to recover thanks 
to improved prices. The abundance of feed grains, which is helping keep feed costs 
manageable, means producers are well positioned heading into winter. With livestock 

is positive for both the livestock and feed industries. We’ll keep an eye on how the North 

tor, and will share more detailed outlooks early next year.

Abundant supplies and improved 
livestock sectors boosting Canadian 

feed demand

Figure 1: Strong relationship between hay yields and prices 

Figure 2: Canadian commercial feed sales projected to increase

Figure 3: Feedlots have incentive to feed cattle to heavier weights



 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, October 27, 2025B16

Give us a call for a quote:
306.435.2445

world_spectator@sasktel.net | www.world-spectator.com

CertifIcate
To

From

$ Valid signature

jennaroseaulie@gmail.com

306.840.7207

Regina, Sk.

jenna_aulie_creations

Jenna Aulie Creations

jennaauliecreations.myportfolio.com

Photography

Graphic Design

Visual Art

Thursday, June 26th
5pm-8pm
Fleming Community Hall
Tickets available at Kari’s Kloset

 Tickets $10
 Family $40
 12 & under parent supervision
 4 & under Free

Lifetime Portable 
48 inch Basketball 
Hoop & Net System

PARTY

2025 SUMMER FUN GUIDE

104

306-793-4365    306-740-7804

club

WEST END 
RESORT & CAMPGROUND

Admission$5

Book online
wercamping.ca

Full Service Camping 
(seasonal or nightly)

Cabin & Hall Rentals
Marina & Boat Launch

Safe Swim Area with 
Water Toys

Wifi 
Events and Activities

Kids ClubOutdoor Movie Nights
Store, Playground & 

More!

RESERVING PHASE 3

Seasonal Sites for the 2026 season. 

Our 2025 seasonal sites are SOLD OUT.

Book NOW for 2026 to avoid disappointment!

 SHORT TERM SITES & CABIN RENTALS

Welcomes you backdifferent location each week 10-11amGames, Drawing, Painting, 
Crafts, Dancing & HAVING FUN!

Children 5 & up 
unless supervised

West End Food Truck on site 

by the playground

Movie Night starts 
the first weekend in July!

G
CO
 IN

PAG

3

FUN GUIDE 2025

SOUTHEAST SASKATCHEWAN   |   SOUTHWEST MANITOBA

GREATGREAT
COUPONSCOUPONS INSIDE! INSIDE!

Check out all the

Check out all the
 tourist attractions our 

 tourist attractions our 
region has to offer!

region has to offer!

PAGES 96-103PAGES 96-103
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CERTIFICATE

Automotive and Transport Services306.551.6228Wesley CheesemanRegina, Sk.

“Your repair partner for every mile.”

CUSTOM PRINTING
Posters

Gift Cards
Brochures

Booklets
NCR Forms

Programs

Invitations
Business Cards
Raffle Tickets
Envelopes
Calendars
Invoice Books

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL PRINT SHOP!

LOGO & SIGN DESIGN
STAMPS & CHEQUES

Coroplast Signs | Metal Signs | Vinyl Banners
Rubber & Self Inking Stamps
Personal & Business Cheques

Custom Logo Design
By our team of talented graphic designers

USask research explores the 
science of the bovine gut

Researchers uncovering surprising fi ndings
from comparing heifers’ digestion behaviours

BY JOANNE PAULSON
It’s a classic scene on any prairie vis-

ta: the placid cow moving its great jaw, 
chewing forage for what seems forever.

Most denizens of the Prairies grasp 
that this chewing, known as rumination, 
is an important part of complex bovine 
digestion. But what even scientists have 
not understood is how important.

Dr. Gabriel Ribeiro (PhD), associate 
professor in the University of Saskatch-
ewan’s (USask) College of Agriculture 
and Bioresources (AgBio) and Saskatch-
ewan Beef Industry Chair, set out to in-
vestigate what seems to be a relatively 
simple question— why do some cows 

part study conducted with master’s can-
didate Megan Dubois.

The results were far from simple. In-
deed, they proved not just interesting 
but somewhat surprising.

Ribeiro and Dubois learned that cattle 

ty to convert feed into body weight gain.
Ribeiro had seen a huge variability 

among animals in his previous research, 
and this most recent study was intended 
to advance understanding of the ani-

ach of a cow that receives food or cud) 
microbiology, to see if there were, for 

would explain those differences.

only parameter Ribeiro and Dubois were 
testing for.

“When we started this project, we 
didn’t have any focus on methane or 
greenhouse gases,” he said. “We were 
really focused on understanding why 

on low-quality diets and high-forage di-
ets than others.”

As they moved forward with the proj-
ect, they decided to also address rising 
concerns from society over how beef cat-
tle affect the environment, to see wheth-
er greenhouse gas emissions—notably 
methane—could be reduced.

“Our previous thought was if these 

ter, we expected that they would pro-
duce more methane,” Ribeiro said.

However, when they measured meth-
ane, they did not see that. Rather, the 
total enteric methane produced per 

day was the same amount as the other 
group’s, but when expressed per kilo of 
feed digested, they produced less meth-
ane.

“And if they gain more weight, that 
would mean less methane per kilo of 
beef,” Ribeiro said.

“We were quite surprised at that.”

Sixteen heifers
Ribeiro and Dubois began the study 

with 64 black Angus crossbred heifers, 
all from the same herd to reduce varia-
tion due to cattle source.

Then they selected the top eight (most 

best, along with the bottom eight (least 

the USask Livestock and Forage Centre 
of Excellence.

In her research, Dubois saw that the 
top heifers which ate more and digested 

weight faster.
“We have some ideas about why this 

is happening,” Ribeiro said. “We did see 
some small changes in the rumen mi-
crobiome and did measure that in our 
previous work, but they are not large or 
drastic changes.”

So, they also looked at the heifers’ 
chewing behaviour. Indeed, the better-
performing animals spent more time 
chewing (i.e. ruminating) that diet.

The researchers were also interested 
to see if these differences would hold up 
when the animals were fed diets with 
high amounts of grain content, which 
they did.

“That kind of helps explain why they 

ing it more, chewing more, it helps break 

“We also think because they eat more, 
there might be faster transit throughout 
the digestive tract, so there’s less oppor-
tunity for microbes (i.e. methanogenic 
archaea) to produce methane.”

He noted that producers are pressured 
to reduce methane production, but most 
available strategies are expensive and do 

or ranch.
“Whenever we propose new technolo-

gies, we have to make sure it solves a 
problem but doesn’t just add costs to the 
producer,” Ribeiro said.

The study was funded by the Natu-
ral Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC), Beef Cattle 
Research Council (BCRC), Aberta Beef 

Producers (ABP), and Saskatchewan 
Cattle Association (SCA).

Continued on page B19

GrowSafe feed bunks are used to continuously monitor individual feed intake of study heifers at 

the USask Livestock and Forage Centre of Excellence. 
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306-434-6485
lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville 

& Surrounding Areas!& Surrounding Areas!

 Full Exterior Renos

 Full Interior Renos

 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting

 Home Maintenance

 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

 Kitchen Back Splashes

 Basement Development

 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

The governments of Canada and Saskatchewan are 
pleased to announce that applications are now being 
accepted for the 2026 Agriculture Student Scholarship. 
There are four awards available: a grand prize scholar-
ship valued at $6,000 and three runner up scholarships at 
$3,000 each.

"Young people are the future of Canadian agricul-
ture, and their passion and fresh ideas are essential to its 
long-term success," Federal Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Heath MacDonald said. "That is why I am so 
pleased to support initiatives like the Agriculture Student 
Scholarship, which will encourage innovation and help 
prepare the next generation to lead our sector forward."

"Each year, we are proud of the passion and drive our 
young leaders continue to display," Saskatchewan Agri-
culture Minister Daryl Harrison said. "The Agriculture 
Student Scholarship celebrates young talent and encour-

ages future leaders in our world-class agriculture sector." 
This year's theme is solutions to challenges in agricul-

ture. Scholarship applicants are encouraged to explore in-
novative farming practices, new technologies and creative 
ways industry can solve current and future challenges 
facing the industry. The scholarship encourages appli-
cants to share their personal perspectives on the future of 
agriculture in Saskatchewan.

"There are so many careers and opportunities in ag-
riculture and I want to bring more awareness to them," 
2025 Agriculture Student Scholarship grand-prize winner 
Abbey Norek said. "Trying to get more young people in-
volved in spreading awareness about agriculture and im-
proving public perception is important."

Students are invited to submit a creative three-minute 
video or 1,000-word essay discussing solutions to chal-
lenges in agriculture. Scholarships will be awarded to 

Saskatchewan students in Grade 12 and/or recent high 
school/GED graduates entering agriculture-related post-
secondary studies in fall 2026. 

The deadline for applications is March 1, 2026. For more 
information on the Agriculture Student Scholarship Pro-
gram, visit: Saskatchewan.ca/ag-scholarship.

This award is funded through the Sustainable Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership, a 5-year (April 1, 2023 to March 
31, 2028), $3.5 billion investment by federal, provincial 
and territorial governments to strengthen competitive-
ness, innovation, and resiliency of Canada's agriculture, 
agri-food, and agri-based products sector. This includes 
$1 billion in federal programs and activities and a $2.5 bil-
lion commitment that is cost-shared 60 per cent federally 
and 40 per cent provincially/territorially for programs 
that are designed and delivered by provinces and terri-
tories.

Applications now open for the 2026 
Agriculture Student Scholarship



 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, October 27, 2025B18

KIOTI.comKIOTI.com

66-73 HPRX4040
SERIES UTILITY TRACTORS

$4600
Cash Back* (T-L)Financing* Months

1.99%    60
UP TO

UP TO

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

The award is presented annually to an individual, com-

tion to Canada’s pulse and special crops industry.

Agriculture and Bioresources.

Market Innovation, Pulse Canada.

common in products like meat alternatives, protein drinks, 

these products.

climates, having already released a new variety and con-

regions with limited growing seasons.

and advanced through the university tenure system reach-

Above left: Dr, Tom Warkentin. Above right: Carl Potts, Executive Director of Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, Murad Al-Katib, President of 
the board of directors of the Canadian Pulse and Special Crops Trade Association, Dr. Tom Warkentin, Julianne Curran, Vice President, Market 
Innovation, Pulse Canada.

 Chris Hendrickson photo

USask researcher honoured with top 
pulse crop award

University of Saskatchewan (USask) researcher Dr. Tom Warkentin 
(PhD) has been awarded the Canadian Pulse and Special Crops Trade 
Association (CPSC) Industry Appreciation Award for his signifi cant 

contribution to Canada’s pulse and special crops industry

Next Issue Nov. 24th

Call 306-435-2445 to book your ad!
world_spectator@sasktel.net

Reach THOUSANDS of readers in 
local communities with our monthly 

Agriculture Supplement
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Smart
Farming
Get the equipment your agribusiness 
needs — without the big upfront cost.

Leasing can help you manage cash 
flow and lower your tax bill.

Learn how leasing can benefit your farm. 
Speak with your Sunrise lender today.

USask research explores the 
science of the bovine gut

To be continued
The study was completed 

last year and now Dubois 
is writing the results paper. 
She will defend her mas-
ter’s thesis next month and 
start her PhD to follow up 
on the project by looking at 
larger numbers of animals 
and try to connect them 
with genetics.

“There are a lot of things 
that genetics drive that 
could be causing those dif-
ferent phenotypes to come 
out. I’m not quite sure what 
we’re looking at, but there 
is something there. We just 
don’t have the numbers 
yet,” she said.

While few studies have 
been done that support 

that a recent meta-analysis 
study (a study summariz-
ing data from multiple re-
search studies) from Europe 
found similar results.

“With that, we are plan-
ning to do a lot more work 
in this area, hopefully, if we 
get all the funding in place 
that we are working on 

Funding from the Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Can-
ada’s Agriculture Methane 

industry funds from the 
-

sults Driven Agriculture 
-

ready in place for this future 
work.

The next step will be to 
understand the better-per-
forming heifer phenotype 
and look at it in a larger 
group.

“The main problem we 
have is to do that deep 
work, we need to get more 
phenotypes and those are 

-
beiro said.

research team around this 
study. He has already re-
ceived support from pro-
fessors and researchers Dr. 
Bart Lardner (PhD) and Dr. 
Greg Penner (PhD), and Dr. 
Mika Asai-Coakwell (PhD) 
(geneticist), all in the Ag-

Gruninger (PhD) (rumen 
microbiologist) from AAFC 
in Lethbridge, Alta. He also 
hopes to connect with the 
genetics team at the Univer-
sity of Alberta.

“We need a lot of brains 
together to think about 
what’s going on, what it 

to think toward the future. 
What do we do next?

“By selecting those heif-
ers that can eat and digest 

think there’s an opportu-
nity to reduce the cost of 
production and increase 

the producer, that’s super 
important.”

Down the road, produc-
ers themselves could select 
for these positive traits, he 
said.

easy way to identify those 
animals and create the 
technology for producers 
to make it easy to identify 
this phenotype, perhaps by 
DNA testing a blood or hair 
sample.”

For cattle producers, the 
research could ultimately 
be herd-changing. By select-
ing for hungrier heifers that 
eat faster and spend more 
time ruminating, you could 
produce heavier cattle at a 
much lower cost and with 
lower methane emissions.

Dr. Gabriel Ribeiro (PhD) and master’s student 
Megan Dubois presenting a poster from the 
study at the 2025 American Society of Animal 
Science - Canadian Society of Animal Science 
Annual Meeting in Hollywood, Florida.

Continued from Page B16

Ag News NEXT ISSUE November 27 Deadline: Nov 23
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Amy K. Hudacek  REALTOR®

Call/Text 306-740-6100
    amyk.inrealestate      amykhudy@icloud.com

- WHERE POTASH, WHEAT AND OIL MEET

SCAN HERE FOR ALL OF MY ACREAGES, LAND AND HOMES

215 Carlton STREET, 
Rocanville, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 
720 sqft

NOW $175,000

MLS®# SK015766

Lazy Dollar Ranch, 
Brock RM No. 64, SK

5 Bedrooms   |   4 Bathroom 
2188 sqft

NOW $1,475,000

MLS®# SK013200

26 Oakley Lane, 
Round Lake, SK

1960 sqft

NOW $135,000

MLS®# SK011723

Hwy 13 Quarter, 
Brock RM No. 64, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   4 Bathroom 
2418 sqft

NOW $2,328,222

MLS®# SK009735

Jaques Farm, 
Preeceville RM No. 334, SK
4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 

1960 sqft

NOW $2,100,000

MLS®# SK009523

Fraser Acres  Fertile Belt RM No.183, Saskatchewan Bed 5/Bath 1  1136 sq ft  $398,888  MLS SK018318
121 Allan Avenue  Churchbridge, Saskatchewan  Bed 2/Bath 1  580 sq ft  $89,000  MLS SK016644
5 Lakeshore Drive  Saltcolts RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $30,000  MLS SK014928
23 Lakeshore Drive  Saltcolts RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $35,000  MLS SK015291
6 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $30,000  MLS SK015349
21 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $35,000  MLS SK015338
7 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $30,000 MLS SK015348
22 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $35,000  MLS SK015337
8 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $30,000  MLS SK015347
9 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan   $30,000  MLS SK015345
16 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $30,000  MLS SK015343
17 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $30,000 MLS SK015341
18 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts  RM No. 213, Saskatchewan    $30,000  MLS SK015339
307 McDonald Street  Tantallon, Saskatchewan  Bed 5/Bath 3  1116 sq ft  $49,000  MLS SK015400
Lomenda Acreage  Langenburg RM No.181, Saskatchewan Bed 3/Bath 1  1700 sq ft  $428,000  MLS SK012801
300 Isobel Avenue  Tantallon, Saskatchewan  Bed 3/Bath 2  1280 sq ft  $249,500  MLS SK015400
204 Allan Avenue  Saltcolts, Saskatchewan  Bed 4/Bath 2  1520 sq ft  $159,000  MLS SK013089
26 Oakley Lane  Round Lake, Saskatchewan    $135,000  MLS SK011723
Holars Haven Acreage  Spy Hill RM No.152, Saskatchewan  Bed 5/Bath 4  2087 sq ft $758,888   MLS SK012055
29 Oakley Lane  Round Lake, Saskatchewan    $135,000  MLS SK011722
Eatons Acres  Fertile Belt RM No.183, Saskatchewan  Bed 4/Bath  1 sq ft  $250,000  MLS SK010345
312 Main Street  Gerald, Saskatchewan  Bed 3/Bath 1  1372 sq ft  $75,000  MLS SK010178
221 Turbantia Street  Esterhazy, Saskatchewan  Bed 3/Bath 2  1216 sq ft  $245,000  MLS SK008796
14 Oakley Lane Round Lake, Saskatchewan    $109,900  MLS SK008650
Elizabeth St South Acreage  Fertile Belt RM No.183, Saskatchewan  Bed 4/Bath 2 3000 sq ft  $499,900  MLS SK008723
317 Ivy Heights  Crooked Lake, Saskatchewan  Bed 4/Bath 3  1448 sq ft  $375,000  MLS SK992768
Marla’s Place   Fertile Belt RM No.183, Saskatchewan  Bed 4/Bath 2  2037 sq ft  $660,000  MLS SK992612
Grenfell Acres Elcapo  RM No.154, Saskatchewan  Bed 2/Bath 1  768 sq ft  $345,000  MLS SK988159

Round Lake View
Round Lake, SK

5 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathroom 
1382 sqft

NOW $349,000

MLS®# SK002208

1201 Autumn Court 
Rocanville, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathroom 
1672 sqft

NOW $265,610

MLS®# SK988168

201 Margaret Court, 
Esterhazy, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathroom 
1350 sqft

NOW $199,000

MLS®# SK008237

4 Whispering Valley Estates
Round Lake, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathroom 
1940 sqft

NOW $999,999

MLS®# SK002876

WAS $185,000

219 4th Avenue
Whitewood, SK

5 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathroom 
1092 sqft

NOW $190,000

MLS®# SK015710
DOWN 

$10,000

540 Stanley Street, 
Esterhazy, SK

2 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 
1067 sqft

NOW $315,000

MLS®# SK008779
DOWN 

$10,000

Melville Acreage 
Cana RM No. 214, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathroom 
2928 sqft

NOW $525,000

MLS®# SK002581
DOWN 

$10,000

Hwy 1 Farm  
Martin RM No.122, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 
2116 sqft

NOW $900,000

MLS®# SK988831

Envy Dog House Acreage 
Silverwood RM No. 123, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom
2100 sqft

NOW $450,000

MLS®# SK014548

Atwater 40 Acreage  
Fertile Belt RM No.183, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 
1470 sqft

NOW $245,000

MLS®# SK017859

800 3rd Avenue
Spy Hill, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathroom 
1960 sqft

NOW $145,000

MLS®#  SK018654

Dubuc 100 acres farm 
Grayson RM No.184, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathroom 
2418 sqft

NOW $415,000

MLS®#  SK018727

309 2nd Avenue
Gerald, SK

6 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathroom 
1960 sqft

NOW $349,000

MLS®# SK992874

Soup Season is upon us  Soup Season is upon us  
                                        Serving Up HOT DEALS for Fall 2025                Serving Up HOT DEALS for Fall 2025




