Mariah Roy with Hebert Grain Ventures submitted this photo of a harvest sunset in the Moosomin area.

That’s a wrap

Farmers wrap up harvest with lots
of bushels, but low grain prices

BY NicoLe TAYLOR
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Harvest in Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest
Manitoba is done. A lack of extreme heat this summer
and timely rains led to one of the nicest crops in years,
with farmers bringing in lots of bushels, although their
enthusiasm for the crop was somewhat tempered by low
grain and oilseed prices.

“We seeded canola, wheat, and oats in the Atwater,
Bangor and Stockholm area,” says Blake Duchek. “Yield-
wise all the crops were above average. We had most of
our wheat done before the first significant rain in Septem-
ber. We only had a couple of days left and the rest (of the
crop that came off) was down-graded after the rain. Those
crops had gone down to a number three. The other crops
weren’t affected by the weather. It was one of our best
years that we've had in the last 20 years.

“We had 12 to 13 inches of rain over our farm, and a

cooler summer. The canola kept blooming longer, and the

crop was actually a bit later Ean usual because it didn’t

want to ripen up and die off. Overall, a cooler growing

season and lots of moisture at the right time contributed

to a nice crop. The moisture spaced out nice and evenly,

ﬁmtead of having six inches all at once which doesn’t
elp.”

Duchek says they wrapped up harvest over two weeks
ago before the first snow that hit the Esterhazy region on
the Thanksgiving weekend.

Mark McCorriston has land north, west and east of
Moosomin.

He says he saw big yields this year, making for one of
the nicest crops in their farm’s growing history.

“It was one of the better yielding crops that I have ever
grown to date, and that includes barley, wheat, and cano-
la,” he says. “The yield was excellent and the quality of
the wheat that was taken off before the rain was all Num-

ber 1 and it weighed up good and it was excellent before
that week and half of rain.

“Everything was good on the grain side of things ex-
cept for the actual price of grain. Canola is as low as it was
10 years ago, same with wheat.

“When I took over from my dad and started farming
in 2014 and on my own, that's what I was selling wheat
for, the same as I am today. It's $6.50 a bushel. It’s kind of
diqapiomtmg even though I had the best yield of wheat
crop that I've had to date. I've made way more money in
the past off growing two-thirds less of a crop and selling
it for a fair price.

“So it is bitter sweet. We've got all these bushels, but it's
not worth what it should be

“Everything has changed so much. Post Covid the price
of fuel is basically one-and-a-half times, parts are prob-
ably three times what they once were 10 years ago.

Continued on page B3 v
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Canadian cultivated
farmland values rose by
an average of 6.0 per cent
in the first half of 2025, ac-
cording to the mid-year
farmland values review
by Farm Credit Canada
(FCO).

This marks a modest ac-
celeration compared to the
first half of 2024, which
saw a 5.5 per cent increase.
Over the 12 months from
July 2024 to June 2025,
there was a 10.4 per cent
increase, representing a
slight increase compared
to the previous 12-month
period (January to Decem-
ber 2024) with a 9.3 per
cent increase.

This growth reflects a
complex mix of market
forces and regional dy-
namics, with some prov-
inces surging ahead while
others  remaining  flat.
Manitoba led the country
with an 11.2 per cent in-
crease, followed by New
Brunswick (9.4 per cent)
and Alberta (6.6 per cent).
Saskatchewan  matched
the national average at 6.0
per cent, while Quebec (2.6
per cent), Prince Edward
Island (2.3 per cent), and

tario and British Columbia
recorded no change, high-
lighting the uneven nature
of the market.

“Demand for farmland
remained strong in the first
half of the year regard-
less of lower commodity
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FCC report
Canadian farmland values rose 6.0 per
cent in first half of 2025 FCC report

“Buyers continued to in-
vest, driven by long-term
confidence in the agricul-
ture sector and the limited
supply of available land.
Wﬁile growth is uneven
across provinces, the over-

all trend points to promis-
ing growth opportunities
in agriculture.”

Despite notable gains
in certain regions, over
the past six months, the
overall range of sale pric-

prices,” said J.P. Gervais,

N tia (1. t
ova Scotia (1.0 per cent) FCC’s chief economist.

posted modest gains. On-
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es per acre has increased
only modestly. Provinces
that experienced strong
growth in recent years are
now seeing a softening
in farmland prices, while
regions with previously
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more modest increases
continue to see solid gains.
Overall, the market ap-
pears to be stabilizing.

Gervais noted that farm
cash receipts fell 1.6 per
cent in 2024, mainly due to
a drop in grain and oilseed
revenue, while livestock
receipts rose. In early 2025,
grain and oilseed receipts
increased slightly, though
results vary by crop and
region. Looking forward,
receipts for grains and
oilseeds are expected to
decline overall in 2025 by
6.0 per cent. Easing inter-
est rates and healthy farm
balance sheets should pro-
vide underlying support
to farmland values. Yet the
farm economy may reflect
a more cautious environ-
ment in the second half
of 2025 and 2026 when it
comes to the demand for
farmland.

“The interplay between
interest rates, farm rev-
enues and expenses, and
constrained land availabil-
ity will continue to shape
the trajectory of farmland
values,” Gervais added.

FREE

LOADER*

CS, CX, CK, DK, DKSE, NX or NS Series

FREE Loader*

Universe Satellite Sales

Q\\“, ERS‘“

Iy S
Ay e SN

520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669

www.universesatellite.com

KioTl.com

“Offer avalabl October 1, 2025 — Decenber 31, 2025. Rebates andlor fnancing based on the purchase of egible equipment defned n promotonal program. Pricing and retates in CAD dollars. Adgitonal ees including, but ot
fmite 0, taves, reight setup and delvry charges may appy.Fnancing must be through DLL or Shefield using one of the aviable financing optons. Financing i subjec o creit approval. Customers musttake defey priorto

theend ofthe program peiod ll ot qualy Offer avalable on riw
Dealers, See your dealer for detals. © 2025 Kiof Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, nc

only. Prior

not eligible. Offer subject to change without notice. Offer valid only at participating




Monday, October 27, 2025

v Continued from Page B1

“Everything has gone up except for the price of grain.
I'm grateful that we have all these bushels, but still it
doesn’t really look that great on the spreadsheet.

“The number one factor is the spat with China over
the electric vehicles. I'm not sure how many people even
want electric vehicles in Canada, but I would assume only
a small percentage of them would want Chinese built
ones and it’s effecting every farmer in Western Canada
because canola is probably tﬁe number one crop in every-
one’s rotation that they focus on, and it’s like we're sell-
ing canola for $20 a bushel or $18, which is tolerable, not
breaking the bank, but now it’s marketing canola at $13 or
$13.50. Again I feel really bad for other parts of the prov-
ince that didn’t grow the bushels because that’s what's
Eoing to keep up us carrying onto next year, because we

ad an excellent crop. But if we didn’t have that, then we
would be dire in straits for sure.”

Like other farmers, McCorriston credits more temper-
ate summer weather and timely rains with the excellent
crops.

“We did get one big shot of rain and it affected some of
my crops in the Rocanville area because it is so flat. So we
had a few drowned out spots, but overall we got enough
rain instead of an abundance of rain where it pools and
drowns out areas. Nothing hurts your yield and your
overall profit more than seeding the crop, taking care of
the crop and then investing anywhere from $400 to $450
into it and then it drowns out and you get zero in return.
So a lot of it was just timely rains and also not to much
rain.

“In our farm’s history—my dad started here in ‘76—I
think canola possibly wasn’t the highest I have ever
grown, but wheat and barley were record setters for the
McCorriston farm forever.

“The sad part is doing some penciling and trying to fig-
ure it out. Wheat is looking at $6.75 to break even at best
even with each bushel and then it’s a lot of extra work too.

“You got all this grain and I really feel bad for the guys
that did get feed grain after that rain. The spread on feed
from Number 1 isn’t as big as it has been in the past, soit’s
the loss of weight that really effects it because you have
that much more product to equal a bushel.

“This could have potentially been a home run year and
now it’s looking llke just enough to keep you in the swing
for another year.”

Craig Roy farms near Moosomin, and said that the
yield his crops gave was above average, but the low grain
prices brought the profit down to that of an average year.

“The prices have pretty much been down across the
board. The wheat has been in a slump for quite a while,
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and that's when the China tariffs hit, so that really took
the shine off of canola prices,” he said.
“What's hurting the wheat is that there really hasn't

i licable t d f
been any major production problems. The U.S. had a good Prices before applicable taxes and fees

crop, many other countries had an above average crop.
So right now, even thought it can change really quickly,
there’s an abundance of wheat on the market. It had ris-
en a bit because of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, so
that caused a bit of a wheat spike. Now that that’s kind
of cooled off and Russia is exporting again, the price has
slid back down.”

Prices aside, Roy says that the crop this year had ideal
growing conditions all throughout the season.

“We seeded in real good conditions, we got some good
June rain, and we had subsoil moisture in July and Au-
gust when it did get dry. The crop was able to hang on
through the hotter, drier weather. A lot of the cereals were
off when the rainy weather hit, so there was some down-
grading, but about three quarters of the cereal crop was
off. It affected canola but not quite like it does the cereal
grains.”

He says that this year’s crop was one of the best in
terms of yield he’s ever had.

“We've had years with more production, but this year
would definitely rank in the top 10. You can never really
align high production with high prices, though, but that’s
the way it is. Take a look at coffee, there are some issues
with the raw commodity, so the prices go up. As for the
tariffs, the government Kas to do something to offset the
losses that some farmers are going to be facing, or be able
to fix some of those relations.

“If you asked me to sum up the year in one word, I
would say average. Production was above, prices were
below, so it all kind of evens out.”
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Saskatchewan engages with
Mexico and the United States on
agricultural trade and development

Agriculture Minister Daryl Harrison will lead a trade
mission to Mexico to strengthen our trade, research
and investment ties with some of Saskatchewan's long-
standing Mexican partners and to help companies and
industry organizations in the province maintain and
strengthen their relationships with Mexican stakehold-
ers.

The mission will reinforce the province's internation-
al reputation as a reliable supplier of high-quality food,
feed and value-added commodities. The mission will
also promote research, investment and other collabora-
tive opportunities in Saskatchewan's value-added sec-
tor.

"Mexico continues to be a vital partner for Saskatch-
ewan, particularly in the agriculture sector," Harrison
said. "This mission will open new avenues to promote
provincial agriculture export interests, bolster relation-
ships with stakeholders and advance discussions with
Mexico on priority agriculture issues."
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As part of the mission, Minister Harrison will be
1:3.';1rticipatin§l in the 2025 Tri-National Agricultural Ac-
cord, being hosted in Morelia, Michoacan, Mexico. This
annual meeting is a premier opportunity to engage
with the United States (U.S.) and Mexico and elevate
Saskatchewan's profile with these two important trad-
ing partners. Topics this year include preparing for the
Canada-U.S.-Mexico Agreement review in 2026, cel-
ebrating the International Year of the Woman Farmer
coming up in 2026, and discussing animal disease pre-
paredness, among other topics.

Mexico is a priority market for Saskatchewan, rank-
ing as the province's sixth-largest export destination in
2024 with $592 million in agri-food exports, which ac-
counted for 93 per cent of Saskatchewan's total exports
to Mexico.

Daryl Harrison,
Minister of Agriculture
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Harvestisover, let’s take that combine home now

Let’s face it — we’ve all done it! And Thanksgiving is
a perfect time to save those leftovers and once the kid-
dos have gone to bed, sneak some goodies and quietly
eat them by the light of the microwave. I chuckled when
I heard a mom of four youngsters say this in her quest
to ensure she got best dibs on the the post-thanksgiving-
meal goodies.

I tried something this Thanksgiving that I have never
even heard of before and it totally blew my limited-sugar
eating plan. Was it worth it? Absolutely! My daughter’s
mother-in-law grew up on sour cream pie made with real
cream. Think raisin pie only one hundred times better. I
was almost vibrating when I finished my piece of pie that
first night (sugar rush), only to go back the second night
where leftover pie was being offered and once again, I in-
dulged. And not secretly by the light of the microwave
either. In broad daylight in front of the entire other side
of my daughter’s family. And not one bit ashamed was I!!

Sometimes our Thanksgiving meals are eaten in the
field around tables set up on a flat deck trailer with the
combine and truck operators taking quick breaks to eat
their turkey and ham and pumpkin pie. Thankfully, this
year, all that rig-a-ma-roll wasn’t necessary as we finished
harvest Oct. 1, well in advance of Thanksgiving meal
plans.

And I have to be honest that last day — I was a little
emotional. Who, me? A couple of things had happened,
one being I jiggered up my knee. Bursitis they said. What
kind of ‘itis’ T asked the doctor. AKA housemaid’s knee
(from kneeling too much). Well that certainly wasn’t what
caused my knee to scream in pain (or was that me scream-
ing?) when I'bent it. My guess is that climbing all over the
combines to clean windows was what caused the prob-
lem, one that saw me shirk my duties and not bother to
clean windows at all on that last day.

And so it was on Last Day (with little sleep for sev-
eral nights), I headed out on a parts run (yeah, even the
last day had to give us the gift of a breakdown), dread-
ing hauling Last Day’s meals in the field procedure. As
I walked (well, limped) up to my truck, our neighbours
walked by and said, “Don’t make supper tonight. We
have it covered.” Now, for this farm gal who hauls food
out to the field twice a day, those were the sweetest words
I had heard all harvest long. And yeah, a tear slid down
my cheek as I headed off to Moosomin for parts. Yup, we
have the bestest neighbours ever.

Fast forward to the Last Supper (okay, not that one) and
our last tailgate meal of 2025. Nothing beats enjoying la-
sagna that you didn’t even have to make! A few last laps
around the field and then it was time — time to take that
combine home and I dutifully switched on my flashers
and followed behind. No big deal, right? Until I pulled
into the driveway at the farm, still following behind.
That's when the tears began to flow. To be fair, I didn’t
shed tears of sorrow at being done, that I can guarantee
you. But I think it was just a combination of gratitude
for a meal I didn’t have to make made by someone who
didn’t need to do that along with a sense of being proud
of the work our entire team had put into bringing in the
crop. This was likely all mixed together with a bit of ex-
haustion (or a lot as the case may be). Whatever it was, 1
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was glad to see the combines parked, ready for the next
day’s cleaning. And while I am not crying anymore (some
three weeks later), L have yet to get any relief for whatever
that ‘itis” problem is that I have.

One day in the middle of harvest, our landline phone
rang as I was packing up supper. It was some agriculture
research company asking for Wayne. I love when you tell
them he isn't home how they ask what time they could
reach him. Long pause. Me, not him. I say, “we are har-
vesting.” He says, “Yes I realize that, when could I call
back and speak to him?” What do you even say to that?

I love listening to Deanne Frieders (This Farm Girl
Cooks) with her “I Don’t Care” videos. The ones that say
things like ... “We're harvesting. I'm tired. I don’t care if
you have eaten 36 sandwiches so far this harvest — here’s
#37.” Or ‘I don’t care if there are soybeans and corn at odd
places in my house. I bring my work home with me.” And
on they go. What I especially love about this gal is that
when she talks about ‘tailgate meals’ it's not the party-
ing kind of meal — it’s real life down on the farm kind of
tailgate meals. So committed is she to her job as a farmer/
farmer’s wife, she has published cookbooks called “Table
to Tailgate” and ‘Meals in Motion.”

The “writer” in me, such as it is, doesn’t usually write
about ‘end of harvest time” other than for these ag col-
umns but this year, I just had to put something into
words. Did I mention I was unusually emotional this time
around? And so, in part, talking about how grateful I am
to ‘live down on the farm’ this is what it said ...

Some things I know about life on the farm — it's never
been glamorous

And ‘well-paid” isn’t a term I'm familiar with in my role

But this life is our bread and butter, sometimes for bet-
ter and sometimes for worse but we are in together, some-
how making it work

“Mostly it's hard work and dusty work at that

It's breakdowns and frustration and parts nowhere to
be found

It's sometimes too hot, too cold, too windy or too wet

It's super early mornings and long, drawn out nights

“There are times I wonder what time he’ll get to bed at
night and if meeting him at the combine during our early
morning servicing routine counts as quality time together

There are the ‘here’s a sandwich’ moments as you
throw lunch up the combine steps and many are the tail-
gate meals that are cold before the last guy gets to dish up
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his plate, or even the first guy for that matter

There are too many cinnamon bun moments and not
near enough vegetable ones

“And yet, amongst it all God gives us these beautiful
sunsets and wonderful times of being together and work-
ing together — as a team

There are next-generation farmers gathered around the
tailgate enjoying the long-held tradition of ‘supper in the
field’, there are laughs over an “oops” moment and ex-
citement in moving to the next field, one field closer to
‘done’

And then there’s this incredible feeling of being part of
this team that makes it all happen and takes us toward the
finish line in one crazy race against time ...”

Farm life has it challenges and its joys, its crazy seasons
and its downtimes and it's not really something easily
described in a few words. But what it is for those whose
workplace is in the field and whose mealtimes are out-
doors standing at the tailgate of a truck full of old fence-
posts and gas cans is a life built on hard work, long hours,
a few tears, uncertain pay, some good laughs and a whole
lot of amazing sunrises and sunsets.

Wayne leaves our tiny home on the farm during around
sunrise. I follow a bit later with my trusty window wash-
ing kit and as he fuels and services the machines, I water
the windows down so to speak. It’s date time every morn-
ing! We are in our grungiest old clothes and our conversa-
tion is limited to his shout, “Start the combine and lower
the header” or my “Look at the amazing colours of the
sunset this morning!” and sometimes even a “How many
water bottles can one driver go through in a day?” Okay,
so I say that to myself as I toss a thousand bottles down
to the ground.

This fall T survived both harvest and the move of our
oldest granddaughter to the city. I historically have a
tough time with moves because of the flood of memo-
ries that overwhelm me at times. This gal spent a lot of
time with us growing up, many times riding shotgun in
the combine with her baby sister on the floor, cooler bags
filled with bottles. Never at a loss for words, she kept me
entertained for acres and acres. She still does. I text her
the other day and said, “I got an email from Manitoba
Fisheries for you. I can’t figure out why an email for you
came to my address. You haven’t even fished in Mani-
toba.” “Grandma,” she said, “it wasn’t for me, it was for
you.” My response? “But my name isn’'t ‘Hunter.” I am
sure with a shake of her head and a roll of her eyes that
I could not see, she said, “It's a generic “Dear Hunter”
letter, Grandma. As is ‘Dear Hunter/Fisherman.”” Long
pause. Uncontrollable laughing now (on my part). “Got
it, Hunter,” I respond, still dying of laughter at my stu-
pidity.

And sometimes it’s those ridiculously funny moments
where we recharge and step back and realize that laugh-
ter is truly good for the soul.

Here’s trusting you had a safe and successful harvest,
fellow grain farmers, along with some really good belly
laughs from time to time. Until next time, I hope what-
ever keeps you busy this time of year is a welcome change
from those long hours in the field.

—20 /19—
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Saskatchewan Farm Security
Regulation amendments strengthen
ability to enforce Act

Agriculture Minister Daryl Harrison announced the
passing of regulatory amendments helping to ensure Sas-
katchewan farm land is Canadian owned and strengthen-
ing and clarifying the Farm Land Security Board’s (Board's)
powers to enforce reﬁulatory compliance.

Amendments to The Saskatchewan Farm Security Regu-
lations, which support The Saskatchewan Farm Security
Act, remove the exemption for the Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board (CPPIB) to own Saskatchewan farm land
and provide further clarification on the Board's abilities to
issue monetary administrative penalties for specific con-
traventions of the Act and regulations.

"Our government is working to ensure that Saskatch-
ewan farm land remains in the hands of Canadian owners
and supports the needs of Saskatchewan producers,” Har-
rison said.

"These amendments ensure the Canada Pension Plan In-
vestment Board will no longer be able to own farm land
and clarify the situations where monetary penalties can be

SHOP LOCAL

applied to farm land owners in contravention of the Act."

In 2015, the Government of Saskatchewan amended
the Act to prevent pension plans from owning Saskatch-
ewan farm land. However, at the time, CPPIB was given
an exemption allowing it to continue to hold only the land
it owned at that time, approximately 167,000 acres. Since
then, CPPIB has divested itself of these holdings and now
owns no farm land in the province. The new regulatory
amendment removes the exemption and prevents CPPIB
from acquiring any farm land in Saskatchewan in the fu-
ture, consistent with other pension plans.

Also in 2015, the government amended the Act to pro-
vide the Board additional tools to enforce compliance with
farm land ownership rules, including the abilizyh to levy
administrative penalties of up to $10,000 for each contra-
vention of the Act. Today's amendments further clarify the
specific situations where the Board may levy a penalty.
Some examples include:

* A non-Canadian resident or corporation who acquires
more than 10 acres of farm land in the province;

¢ A Canadian-owned corporation that becomes non-Ca-
nadian owned and does not divest itself of holdings over
the 10-acre threshold;

e A person who acquires farm land on behalf of a non-
Canadian resident or a non-Canadian owned corporation
where that purchase would be in violation of the Act; and

e A person who has been granted an Exemption to the
Act and fails to comply with a term or condition of the ex-
emption order.

Extensive consultations were held before the 2015 Act
amendments. On October 6, 2025, the Ministry of Agricul-
ture announced the formation of a Farm Land Ownership
Advisory Committee to consult with industry stakehold-
ers and provide recommendations on strengthening the
province's farm land ownership framework. The Commit-
tee's report is expected by year-end.
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Customers across Canada and the U.S.
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Manitoba government extends rent freeze for ag crown lands

minister added.
Manitobans interested in sharing their views are en-

HX

The Manitoba government is extending the rent freeze
for Agricultural Crown Lands (ACL) forage leases into
the 2026 growing season, continuing its commitment to
making life more affordable for producers, Agriculture
Minister Ron Kostyshyn announced today.

“Manitoba producers are the backbone of the provin-
cial economy and our government is committed to keep-
ing life affordable for the hard-working Manitobans who
put food on our tables,” said Kostyshyn. “Continuing this
rent freeze provides financial stability for producers and
reflects our commitment to affordability.”

The current rate of $3.66 per animal unit months re-
mains the lowest ACL rental rate in Western Canada.

“This announcement is a relief for Crown land users
and gives us some certainty after a year of severe chal-
lenges,” said Brent Benson, cattle producer. “From ex-
treme weather to the uncertainty of trade markets and
feed supplies, some producers struggled to keep their
family ranches operational without having to make deci-
sions that could affect their sustainability or viability. We
look forward to working with the Manitoba government
as we move toward a system of fair and predictable rental
rates as well as policies that encourage young producers
to enter the industry, an important component to ensur-
ing the long-term sustainability of the family ranch.”

The ACL program supports approximately 1,750 lease-
holders across Manitoba who rely on Crown lands for
grazing, haying and cropping activities. These lands are
a vital public asset, supporting the livestock sector, ad-
vancing sustainable land use, and respecting treaty and
Indigenous rights, the minister noted.

Alongside tﬁe rate freeze, the Manitoba government has
launched the first phase of a public engagement process
to help shape the future of the ACL program. TErough
an online survey on EngageMB, Manitobans can provide
feedback on three areas: lease allocation methods, limits
on the total amount of land a single leaseholder can hold,
and renewal options for modern leases.

“Manitoba Beef Producers apﬁreciates the consulta-
tions about various aspects of the Agricultural Crown
Lands Leasing Program to ensure it is responsive to the
needs of the cattle sector,” said Matthew Atkinson, presi-
dent, Manitoba Beef Producers. “We strongly encourage
beef producers to make their views known during this
important engagement process as it will help shape the
future of the program.”

This survey represents the first phase of public engage-
ment in the ACL program review. Feedback gathered will
help inform proposed regulatory updates and program
improvements. Further consultation with stakeholders,
including leaseholders and Indigenous communities, will
follow before final decisions are made, the minister said.

Feedback collected through the survey and consulta-
tions will inform final program adjustments and regula-
tory updates, anticipated for implementation in 2027, the
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FarmLite™ Policy

This policy is designed to protect customers
who have minimal farming activity, or where
farming is a secondary or hobby aspect to
their rural lifestyle.

FarmGen™ Policy

This policy is designed to protect smaller,
family-farm style operations of less than
1,500 acres and where at least half of the
farmer’s income is generated from farming.

Get a free quote today!

Red River
Mutual

Your Story is Ours to Protect.

- making sure farmers, their families,
and their operations can stay safe
and protected. All our farm policies
also include coverage for the home,
property, and personal liability.

We offer farmers the opportunity to
customize their insurance to fit their
individual needs.

Talk to a HUB insurance broker to find out if
FarmLite™ or FarmGen™ are best for you.
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Here’s how agricultural productivity
benefits all Canadians

2 o

$30 billion in net cash income
for farmers

/7] $31 bittion
alll ineor

$12 billion
(£ &% in tabour
BY BETHANY LiPka, BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE ANALYST income

AND Isaac KWARTENG, SENIOR ECONOMIST

Agricultural productivity growth in Canada is stagnating

After peaking in the 1990s and early 2000s at around 2% per year, produc-
tivity growth in Canadian agriculture has stagnated. This slowdown threat- . . L )
ens our f\bility to meet future demand for food and Canada’s competitive- Figure 1: Estimated aggregate economic impacts of returning to 2 percent an-
ness in the global food system. i ivi

Producti\f/gity is a keyyindicator of how efficiently inputs — like labour, nual agricultural productivity growth — 2023 to 2032
equipment, land and feed — are converted into outputs.
Sustained productivity growth is essential for achieving
long term sustainability, profitability and resilience in the
agricultural sector.

We all benefit from a healthy
agriculture and food system
FCC Thought Leadership estimates that restoring annu-
al agricultural productivity growth to the historic level of
two percent, which was achieved in the 1990’s and early
2000’s, could boost farm incomes by up to $30 billion over
the next decade. However, the benefits extend far beyond
the farm gate. Agriculture is a cornerstone of Canada’s
economy, with the agriculture and agri-food sector ac- RE D sE AL

counting for 1 in 9 jobs and roughly 7 percent of national
GDP in 2024. Revitalizing productivity growth in agricul-

ture could generate significant spillover effects — enhanc- I N S P ECTI O N S
ing Canada’s overall economic health, food security, and - 2 o 2 6 -

national wellbeing.

Beyond the farm: economic benefits

of b ting agricultural prod y growth

An infographic depicting the estimated aggregate eco-
nomic impacts of returning to 2 percent annual agricul- s ~ -
tural productivity growth from 2023 to 2032.

FC(]:Z)’S Though); %eadership team used Statistics Can- KE E P You R EQU I PM E NT RU N N I NG
ada’s input-output multipliers to estimate the spill-over
effects o?increasped produ}ztivity growth in agrictﬁture, to WH EN IT MATTERS MOST
understand the opportunities for the overall economy. We
estimate that the GDP impact of this agricultural produc-
tivity growth would closely mirror farm income growth TWO GUARANTEE LEVELS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS
nearly dollar-for-dollar.

This boost in agricultural productivity growth would
also support the creation of an estimated 22,920 new jobs, OPTIMUM
and generate $12 billion in labour income. These employ- GUARANTEE
ment benefits will spill over from primary agriculture into LEVEL 1
adjacent industries, and represent expanded opportuni-
ties throughout the entire value chain, from equipment
manufacturing and input supply to transportation and

PRIORITY SERVICE
GUARANTEE
—— LEVEL2 ——

value-added processing. EVERY RED SEAL SERVICE INCLUDES:
Revitalizing productivity growth in agriculture also
promises a cascade of additional economic and social ad- @ NTEREST m OO % F
vantages for all Canadians. It promotes food security and 2 NDPAYMEM% o (((‘
healthy rural communities. It also enhances the resilience 1-YEAR WARRANTY 120 DAYS NO PAYMENT, MULTIPLE UNIT EARLY BOOKING OIL SAMPLE &
system i i - ON ALL PARTS NO INTEREST FINANCING DISCOUNTS DISCOUNTS ANALYSIS 4
of our food system in the face of growing global challeng AND LABOR AVAILABLE FEATURED AVAILABLE NOW! SAMPLES PER UNIT

es associated with volatile growing conditions and shift-
ing terms of trade.

. . BOOK EARLY FOR MAXIMUM DISCOUNTS
Seizing the opportunity LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE

ultiple factors contribute to the current slowdown
in dca]?adalf agl‘iCUltdurcl prOdutCtli(VitYf gl’OWih, }indlucﬁng Regular $2,999 Regular $1,999 Regular $1,099 Raglar $749
underinvestment and slow uptake of new technologies. NextGeneratmn Baler and
Addressing these chal]enﬁesprepresents a generati%mal $2 599 1,649 $899 $599
economic opportunity, both on and off the farm. A recent r
report by FCC Thougi;t Leadership explores the role of in- Regular $2,599 Regular $1,699 Rect.ar $999 —

novation in enhancing productivity growth in Canadian $2 299 1 399 5799 <
' ’ REDSEAL
Regular $1,799 Regular $2,199 Reqular $749

agriculture and provides some key recommendations for
ture. There is no one-size-fits-all solution. A portfolio of Legacy Combine Macdon FD1 %
solutions is needed to reignite productivity growth, in- TR/80,88,10 $1 499 EPETEED $1,799 $599 2438

how to catalyze investment and innovation into the fu-
cluding:

RIGHT BY YOU- WE GUARANTEE IT!

¢ Increase investment in R&D and commercialization,
both at home and abroad

y GENUINE
¢ Foster innovation across the sector, by supporting @ RIGHTBYM cASE ' i CN'l ‘ PARTS

strategic partnerships and building capacity
&9 ervena @ ruena € RockyMountainEquipment  ROCKYMTN.COM

¢ Harvest low-hanging fruit by encouraging adoption
of existing under-utilized technologies on farms

Driving investment and innovation in Canadian agri-
ey bl 1604 Park Ave. | Moosomin, SK NN
ey ihacteslas b bt bl  306-435-3866 | ROCKYMTN.COM EQUIPMENT

tem that benefits all Canadians.
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Minister of
Agriculture announces
Saskatchewan Farm
Land Ownership
Advisory Committee

Agriculture Minister Daryl Harrison
has appointed a Farm Land Ownership
Advisory Committee to provide feedback
which aims to strengthen Saskatchewan's
farm land ownership legislation.

The committee will meet with key
stakeholders in October and November.
After initial consultations are complete,
the committee will provide a summary
of feedback received. The Government of
Saskatchewan will then review the find-
ings.

"Our government wants to ensure that
legislation meets the needs of Saskatch-
ewan farm land owners," Harrison said.
"This committee's work will help inform
the decisions we make regarding farm
land ownership in our province."

The Farm Land Ownership Advisory
Committee will consist of three members:

¢ Ken McDonald, Chairperson;

e Deron Kuski, Committee Member;
and

e Curt Chickoski, Committee Member.

"T am pleased to be a part of this com-
mittee which has been struck to review
all aspects of farm land ownership in Sas-

CORN

NOVEMBER 19, 2025
9:30°m-3:30P™

RM of Antler Board Room s‘

katchewan," McDonald said. "Farm land
ownership is an important issue to the
people of this province, and it is our task
to review current regulations and to make
sure that managing this valuable asset re-
mains a priority."

Saskatchewan farm land is one of the
province's most valuable assets. The
province's farm land ownership frame-
work is comprised of The Saskatchewan
Farm Security Act and The Saskatchewan
Farm Security Regulations. As the nature
of farming and business continues to
evolve, the Government of Saskatchewan
wants to ensure the legislative framework
regarding farm land ownership meets the
needs of the people of Saskatchewan.

The Farm Land Security Board will con-
tinue to monitor and enforce Saskatch-
ewan's farm land ownership legislation,
while operating independently of govern-
ment. The Board enforces The Saskatch-
ewan Farm Security Act, which specifies
individuals and entities that are eligible to
acquire an interest in farm land, including
Canadian citizens, permanent residents of
Canada, and corporations that are 100 per
cent Canadian owned and not publicly
traded.

S eminal‘ Redvers, SK

RSVP appreciated
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GRAIN BAG ROLLERS

Located at Wawota, Moosomin & Carievale

For more information follow us on facebook
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Delivered with Power.
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For a limited time, get an extra $1000 off select Brandt
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Preparing for retirement:
Redefining your needs and purpose

Preparing for retirement is a pivotal moment in one’s ca-
reer, including for farm business owners. It may be a period
of mixed feelings, as discovering new purpose in life after
a fulfilling career is not a simple challenge. In fact, statistics
show that 60% of farmers are worried about their finances
as the big day approaches, while half have no succession
plan in place.

This stage can be influenced by many factors, whether
you've worked in agriculture or in another field: your
physical health, your financial situation, your relationship
as a couple, your passions outside work, and even your re-
lationship with the next generation (related or not). Obsta-
cles such as family conflict, marital problems, a social life
centred around the farming community or gaps in financial
planning can affect your peace of mind.

Starting this transition, even while continuing some
professional activities, brings its own set of challenges. Ac-
cording to Desrosiers, “The most important thing is to re-
define your identity as a person. If work has defined your
whole life, which is often the case in farming, you'll need
to make sure the skills that made you a successful business
owner don't get in the way when you retire. Moving from
the “driver’s seat’ to the ‘passenger seat’ can be unsettling
and frightening, in terms of both your ego and the time you
now have to fill.”

Explore new paths

Beyond the grief and anxiety that can accompany the
end of a life cycle, Desrosiers stresses the importance of
constructive reflection. This includes reviewing your val-
ues, renegotiating the division of labour with your spouse,
accepting a shift in thinking and stepping out of your com-
fort zone. It’s also the perfect time to explore new horizons
and pursue new passions. Retirement isn’t a permanent
state; it can last anywhere from 10 to 40 years, so it’s al-
ways changing. “We have to come to terms with the end of
our professional identity as we have known it,” she points
out. Making a list of your professional accomplishments in
order to cultivate pride and awareness of how far you've
come can be extremely helpful.

C icati I and flexibility

Creating a program of activities will help you structure
projects and establish new routines. And of course, if you're
in a relationship, be sure to share it with your partner to
align your expectations and goals. Retirement is a time of
opportunity and growth, not idleness. Careful preparation
is essential to avoid pitfalls such as depression or feelings

Universe

of emptiness or loss of control.

Keep an open mind and start thinking about the compro-
mises you're willing to make for your spouse, the younger
ﬁeneration and your friends. If you decide to continue

elping out on the farm, figure out how many hours you’d
like to put in. Do you have the energy to keep up the pace?
Do you also need to consider caring for your grandchildren
on a daily basis to help ease the burden on the next genera-
tion once you've retired? Make sure you've identified your

boundaries and needs in this new phase.

The transition to retirement is all about self-respect and
balance. Between moments of relaxation and new learning,
you also need to be able to step back and find space for
your passions — physical activity, volunteering, etc. — while
retaining some decision-making freedom. “In the end, this
new stage is entirely up to you!” concludes Pierrette Des-
rosiers.
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Abundant supplies and improved
livestock sectors boosting Canadian
feed demand

BY LEIGH ANDERSON, SENIOR ECONOMIST

Cattle are being fed grain while out on pasture

Different regions across Canada experienced a mix of growing and weather condi-
tions, which affected crop and forage production in various ways this year. Crop pro-
duction is expected to be slightly higher than last year while overall forage production
is expected to decline. Most cattle producers are adjusting to lower forage production
by making use of feed alternatives. An abundance of feed grain supplies and improv-
ing profitability in the livestock sector are expected to support strong feed demand and
sales. In this report, we present the feed outlook through winter and lay out implications
for the Canadian livestock industry and commercial feed sectors.

Regional feed and forage production

Areas in western Canada had adequate rainfall and warm temperatures, increasing
crop yields, while on the other hand, eastern Canada had a hot and dry summer, which
is lowering yields. However, recent heavy rain in western Canada has raised concerns
for unharvested crops. Many cereal crops, especially wheat, may be downgraded to
feed quality. Overall despite regional differences, total crop production is still expected
to rise slightly.

While Canada’s overall crop production is expected to increase, hay and pasture con-
ditions in western Canada were below average this summer as rainfall came too late to
support strong hay growth or grazing. However, the recent rainfall has brought relief to
drought-affected areas in the Prairies. The moisture has helped extend grazing and may
continue to support late-season forage growth. Ontario and Quebec saw good first hay
cuts, but cool and wet weather affected quality in some regions. In the Atlantic prov-
inces, warm and dry conditions supported better haying progress early in the season.

Hay remains the main winter feed for cattle, but farmers are increasingly turning to
alternatives like corn and barley silage, along with corn grazing. In eastern Canada,
drought conditions led some producers to harvest grain corn early for silage. The good
news is that silage yields were generally strong, adding to the availability of affordable
feed grains for winter feeding. More winter wheat acres also resulted in a larger sup-
ply of straw, making it a more affordable feed option to blend into rations heading into
winter.

For those looking to purchase additional feed, it's important to note that hay markets
are highly regional, driven by local supply, demand, tﬁe feed grain market and trans-

Figure 1: Strong relationship between hay yields and prices
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portation costs. But because hay yields are below average, prices are likely to rise and
remain elevated until springtime. For example, Alberta is currently expected to produce
about 15% less hay than last year. Given the historical relationship between yields and
prices (Figure 1) prices heading into the winter-feeding season could be slightly higher
than in 2024. The upside for cattle producers facing feed shortages is that hay prices are
also influenced by the feed grain market, particularly U.S. corn. The USDA is forecast-
ing a record corn crop, which is expected to keep feed prices low in Canada. As grain
prices decline, they could help keep a lid on hay market increases. Hay price and yield
relationships in otKer provinces show similar patterns.

Feed supplements are a valuable tool for managing low-quality forage and feed
grains, and when straw is utilized in feed rations. The commercial feed sector is an
important part of the feed industry in Canada and plays a large role in many livestock
sector feed rations.

Canadian commercial feed sales projected to increase

Canada'’s livestock sector has faced years of tight feed supplies and high costs. Expen-
sive feed grains have hurt profits for producers and feed mills alike. In 2022, commercial
feed sales hit a record $11.7 billion due to rising grain and oilseed prices. Sales dipped
last year and are expected to reach $11.2 billion this year, with a projected rise to $11.9

billion by 2026 (Figure 2). However, these numbers depend heavily on feed grain prices,
especially corn, and could be revised down if prices fall. Most of the feed sales growth
is expected in western Canada, driven by poultry expansion, while dairﬁ and hog sec-
tors are expected to stay stable or grow slowly. Commercial feed sales in the cattle sector
will depend not only on overall feed demand, but also on the need for additives and

Figure 2: Canadian commercial feed sales projected to increase
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supplements to improve the quality of lower-grade feed available on cow-calf and feed-
lot operations.

Expanding poultry tor is an area of growing feed demand

Canadians’ strong demand for chicken and eggs is driving this momentum. Broiler
production is expected to rise sharply in the second half of the year, with recent quota
allocations averaging over 7% above base. However, avian influenza remains a major
risk. The industry has underproduced relative to its allocation over the past year due
to lower chick placements and disease outbreaks. Despite these challenges, this year’s
production targets are well above normal. Egg layer production has also seen steady
growth since last year. In June, western Canada saw a nearly 14% increase in the num-
ber of laying hens compared to the same time last year. Part of this growth is due to
the region recovering from the impact of avian flu in the previous year. The expanding
poultry sector remains a growing area of opportunity for the feed sector.

Dairy and hog tors ble feed d. d

Despite the dairy herd size remaining unchanged, milk production has increased,
driven by strong demand for dairy products. Marketing boards have responded by is-
suing additional quota and incentive days to boost supply, which has contributed to
improved dairy profitability. Dairy feed demand is expected to remain stable.

Canada'’s hog sector is showing signs of recovery after several challenging years. As
of July 1, the national hog inventory dipped slightly to 13.8 million head, with eastern
Canada seeing a larger decline than the West. Despite this, recent improvements in hog
prices and lower feed costs could lead to modest herd growth next year. Continued
gains in productivity with more piglets born per sow could also support herd growth in
the coming year. So, feed demand from the hog sector could rise if herd sizes increase.

Strong cattle price and abundant

feed supplies supportive of herd rebuilding

The latest national cattle inventory numbers showed that as of July 1 the national beef
herd size ticked upward for the first time since 2021. A continuation of strong cattle
prices and easing feed costs could encourage more herd rebuilding.

In August, feedlot placements were 12.2% lower than last year, and this trend will be
important to monitor as the fall calf run ends. If feedlot placements continue to trend
lower, it could point to increased heifer retention. While that may mean less feed de-
mand at feedlots in the short term, it suggests more on-farm feeding now and poten-
tially higher feed demand in the years ahead.

Feedlot margins remain tight, but cheaper feed grains are helping. With plenty of feed

Figure 3: Feedlots have incentive to feed cattle to heavier weights
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grains available and record cattle prices, feedlots have an incentive to continue feeding
cattle to heavier weights to improve profitability (Figure 3). This could lead to improved
feed grain demand.

Bottom line

Abundant feed supplies and improving profitability in livestock sectors are boost-
ing confidence among producers. Cattle prices have reached record highs, and signs of
herd rebuilding are beginning to emerge. Dairy and poultry production quotas are also
growing. Even the hog sector, which has faced challenges, is starting to recover thanks
to improved prices. The abundance of feed grains, which is helping keep feed costs
manageable, means producers are well positioned heading into winter. With livestock
profitability remaining strong, feed demand is expected to stay supported. The outlook
is positive for both the livestock and feed industries. We'll keep an eye on how the North
American feed grain harvest finishes up, along with updates in Canada’s livestock sec-
tor, and will share more detailed outlooks early next year.
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USask research explores the
science of the bovine gut

Researchers uncovering surprising findings
from comparing heifers’ digestion behaviours
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GrowSafe feed bunks are used to continuously monitor individual feed intake of study heifers at
the USask Livestock and Forage Centre of Excellence.

BY JOANNE PAULSON

It’s a classic scene on any prairie vis-
ta: the placid cow moving its great jaw,
chewing forage for what seems forever.

Most denizens of the Prairies grasp
that this chewing, known as rumination,
is an important Eart of complex bovine
digestion. But what even scientists have
not understood is how important.

Dr. Gabriel Ribeiro (PhD), associate
professor in the University of Saskatch-
ewan’s (USask) College of Agriculture
and Bioresources (AgBio) and Saskatch-
ewan Beef Industry Chair, set out to in-
vestigate what seems to be a relatively
simple question— why do some cows
digest fibre better than others—in a four-
part study conducted with master’s can-
didate Megan Dubois.

The results were far from simple. In-
deed, they proved not just interesting
but somewhat surprising.

Ribeiro and Dubois learned that cattle
with higher digestible-fibre intake had
better feed efficiency—an animal’s abili-
ty to convert feed into body weight gain.

Ribeiro had seen a huge variability
among animals in his previous research,
and this most recent study was intended
to advance understanding of the ani-
mals’ physiology and rumen (first stom-
ach of a cow that receives food or cud)
microbiology, to see if there were, for
example, specific ruminal microbes that
would explain those differences.

But better feed efficiency was not the
only parameter Ribeiro and Dubois were
testing for.

“When we started this project, we
didn’t have any focus on methane or
greenhouse gases,” he said. “We were
really focused on understanding why
some animals digest fibre and do better
on low-quality diets and high-forage di-
ets than others.”

As they moved forward with the proj-
ect, they decided to also address rising
concerns from society over how beef cat-
tle affect the environment, to see wheth-
er greenhouse gas emissions—notably
methane—could be reduced.

“Our previous thought was if these
animals eat more fibre and digest it bet-
ter, we expected that they would pro-
duce more methane,” Ribeiro said.

However, when they measured meth-
ane, they did not see that. Rather, the
total enteric methane produced per

day was the same amount as the other
group’s, but when expressed per kilo of
feed digested, they produced less meth-

ane.
“And if they gain more weight, that
would mean less methane per kilo of
beef,” Ribeiro said.
“We were quite surprised at that.”

Sixteen heifers

Ribeiro and Dubois began the study
with 64 black Angus crossbred heifers,
all from the same herd to reduce varia-
tion due to cattle source.

Then they selected the top eight (most
efficient) which ate and digested fibre the
best, along with the bottom eight (least
efficient). The study was performed at
the USask Livestock and Forage Centre
of Excellence.

In her research, Dubois saw that the
top heifers which ate more and digested
fibre better, ate more quickly and gained
weight faster.

“We have some ideas about why this
is happening,” Ribeiro said. “We did see
some small changes in the rumen mi-
crobiome and did measure that in our
previous work, but they are not large or
drastic changes.”

So, they also looked at the heifers’
chewing behaviour. Indeed, the better-
performing animals spent more time
chewing (i.e. ruminating) that diet.

The researchers were also interested
to see if these differences would hold up
when the animals were fed diets with
high amounts of grain content, which
they did.

“That kind of helps explain why they
digest fibre better because by ruminat-
ing it more, chewing more, it helps break
down the fibre and helps microbes in the
rumen digest that fibre,” Ribeiro said.

“We also think because they eat more,
there might be faster transit throughout
the digestive tract, so there’s less oppor-
tunity for microbes (i.e. methanogenic
archaea) to produce methane.”

He noted that producers are pressured
to reduce methane production, but most
available strategies are expensive and do
not provide financial benefits to the farm
or ranch.

“Whenever we propose new technolo-
gies, we have to make sure it solves a
problem but doesn’t just add costs to the
producer,” Ribeiro said.

Producers (ABP), and Saskatchewan
Cattle Association (SCA).
Continued on page B19 =

The study was funded by the Natu-
ral Sciences and Engineering Research
Council of Canada (NSERC), Beef Cattle
Research Council (BCRC), Aberta Beef
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Applications now open for the 2026
Agriculture Student Scholarship

The governments of Canada and Saskatchewan are
pleased to announce that applications are now being
accepted for the 2026 Agriculture Student Scholarship.
There are four awards available: a grand prize scholar-
ship valued at $6,000 and three runner up scholarships at
$3,000 each.

"Young people are the future of Canadian agricul-
ture, and their passion and fresh ideas are essential to its
long-term success," Federal Minister of Agriculture and
Agri-Food Heath MacDonald said. "That is why I am so
pleased to support initiatives like the Agriculture Student
Scholarship, which will encourage innovation and help
prepare the next generation to lead our sector forward."

"Each year, we are proud of the passion and drive our
young leaders continue to display," Saskatchewan Agri-
culture Minister Daryl Harrison said. "The Agriculture
Student Scholarship celebrates young talent and encour-

ages future leaders in our world-class agriculture sector.”

This year's theme is solutions to challenges in agricul-
ture. Scﬁolarship applicants are encouraged to explore in-
novative farming practices, new technologies and creative
ways industry can solve current and future challenges
facing the industry. The scholarship encourages appli-
cants to share their personal perspectives on the future of
agriculture in Saskatchewan.

"There are so many careers and opportunities in ag-
riculture and I want to bring more awareness to them,"
2025 Agriculture Student Scholarship grand-prize winner
Abbey Norek said. "Trying to get more young people in-
volved in spreading awareness about agriculture and im-
proving public perception is important.”

Students are invited to submit a creative three-minute
video or 1,000-word essay discussing solutions to chal-
lenges in agriculture. Scholarships will be awarded to
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USask researcher honoured with top
pulse crop award

University of Saskatchewan (USask) researcher Dr. Tom Warkentin
(PhD) has been awarded the Canadian Pulse and Special Crops Trade
Association (CPSC) Industry Appreciation Award for his significant
contribution to Canada’s pulse and special crops industry

L

| N

Chris Hendrickson photo

Above left: Dr, Tom Warkentin. Above right: Carl Potts, Executive Director of Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, Murad Al-Katib, President of
the board of directors of the Canadian Pulse and Special Crops Trade Association, Dr. Tom Warkentin, Julianne Curran, Vice President, Market

Innovation, Pulse Canada.

The award is presented annually to an individual, com-
pany or organization that has made significant contribu-
tion to Canada’s pulse and special crops industry.

Warkentin is a renowned plant breeder at the Crop De-
velopment Centre (CDC) within the USask’s College of
Agriculture and Bioresources.

He leads the Field Pea and Soybean Crop Breeding and
Genetics program as the Ministry of Agriculture Strategic
Research Program (SRP) Chair. His research is centered on
developing high-performing pea and soybean cultivars tai-
lored for Western Canada and northern U.S. regions.

With a strong foundation in both conventional and ge-
nomic breeding techniques, Warkentin aims to enhance
crop resilience, disease resistance, and end-use quality. His
work is instrumental in meeting the evolving needs of the
agricultural sector, particularly as demand for plant-based
protein continues to rise globally. Through his breeding ef-
forts, he ensures that farmers have access to varieties that
are not only productive but aligned with industry stan-
dards for food processing and nutrition.

A man standing in a green field, wearing a colourful
shirt Carl Potts, Executive Director of Saskatchewan Pulse
Growers, Murad Al-Katib, President of the board of direc-
tors of the Canadian Pulse and Special Crops Trade Associ-
ation, Dr. Tom Warkentin, Julianne Curran, Vice President,
Market Innovation, Pulse Canada.

Akey focus of Warkentin’s research is increasing protein
concentration in field peas, a trait that is vital for the ex-
panding plant-based food industry. As peas become more
common in products like meat alternatives, protein drinks,
and sports supplements, his work supports both the ef-
ficiency of protein extraction and the nutritional value of
these products.

His breeding program also addresses major agronomic
challenges, such as root rot in peas—a disease that signifi-
cantly affects crop yields in Western Canada.

In addition to his contributions to pea breeding, Warken-
tin is advancing soybean development for short-season
climates, having already released a new variety and con-
tinuing to build a robust breeding pipeline. His efforts are
helping to secure the future of sustainable agriculture in
regions with limited growing seasons.

Warkentin joined USask as an associate professor in 1999
and advanced through the university tenure system reach-
ing full professor in 2008.
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USask research explores the

w Continued from Page B16
-

Dr. Gabriel Ribeiro (PhD) and master’s student
Megan Dubois presenting a poster from the
study at the 2025 American Society of Animal
Science - Canadian Society of Animal Science
Annual Meeting in Hollywood, Florida.

Smart

To be continued

The study was completed
last year and now Dubois
is writing the results paper.
She will defend her mas-
ter’s thesis next month and
start her PhD to follow up
on the project by looking at
larger numbers of animals
and try to connect them
with genetics.

“There are a lot of things
that genetics drive that
could be causing those dif-
ferent phenotypes to come
out. I'm not quite sure what
we're looking at, but there
is something there. We just
don't have the numbers
yet,” she said.

While few studies have
been done that support
their findings, Ribeiro said
that a recent meta-analysis
study (a study summariz-
ing data from multiple re-
search studies) from Europe
found similar results.

“With that, we are plan-
ning to do a lot more work
in this area, hopefully, if we
get all the funding in place
that we are working on
now,” Ribeiro said.

Funding from the Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Can-
ada’s Agriculture Methane
Reduction Challenge and
industry funds from the
BCRC and the Alberta Re-
sults Driven Agriculture
Research (RDAR) are al-
ready in place for this future
work.
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The next step will be to
understand the better-per-
forming heifer phenotype
and look at it in a larger
group.

“The main problem we
have is to do that deep
work, we need to %et more
phenotypes and those are
very expensive to get,” Ri-
beiro said.

Ribeiro plans to build a
research team around this
study. He has already re-
ceived support from pro-
fessors and researchers Dr.
Bart Lardner (PhD) and Dr.
Greg Penner (PhD), and Dr.
Mika Asai-Coakwell (PhD)
(geneticist), all in the Ag-
Bio college, and Dr. Robert

science of the bovine gut

Gruninger (PhD) (rumen
microbiologist) from AAFC
in Lethbridge, Alta. He also
hopes to connect with the
genetics team at the Univer-
sity of Alberta.

“We need a lot of brains
together to think about
what's going on, what it
means,” Ribeiro said. “And
to think toward the future.
What do we do next?

“By selecting those heif-
ers that can eat and digest
fibre more efficiently, we
think there’s an opportu-
nity to reduce the cost of
production and increase
profitability. So, I think for
the producer, that’s super
important.”

Down the road, produc-
ers themselves could select
for these positive traits, he
said.

“We're trying to find an
easy way to identify those
animals  and create the
technology for producers
to make it easy to identify
this phenotype, perhaps by
DNA testing a blood or hair
sample.”

For cattle producers, the
research could ultimately
be herd-changing. By select-
ing for hungrierieifers that
eat faster and spend more
time ruminating, you could
produce heavier cattle at a
much lower cost and with
lower methane emissions.

Thank you to all of
our hardworking
farmers, ranchers

and agri-businesses!

Daryl Harrison
MLA for Cannington
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Hwy 1 Farm
Martin RM No.122, SK
4 Bedrooms | 1Bathroom

2116 sqft

Envy Dog House Acreage
Silverwood RM No. 123, SK
4 Bedrooms | 1Bathroom
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Atwater 40 Acreage
Fertile Belt RM No.183, SK
4 Bedrooms | 1Bathroom

2100 sqft 1470 sqft

NOW $450,000

MLS®# SK015710

215 Carlton STREET,
Rocanville, SK

4 Bedrooms | 1Bathroom
720 sqft
WAS $185 000

Round Lake Vlew
Round Lake, SK
5Bedrooms | 3 Bathroom
1382 sqft

Fraser Acres

121 Allan Avenue

5 Lakeshore Drive

23 Lakeshore Drive

6 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts
21 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolfs
7 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts
22 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts
8 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts
9 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolfs
16 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts
17 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts
18 Lakeshore Drive Saltcolts
307 McDonald Street
Lomenda Acreage

300 Isobel Avenue

204 Allan Avenue

26 Oakley Lane

Holars Haven Acreage

29 Oakley Lane

Eatons Acres

312 Main Street

221 Turbantia Street

14 Ockley Lane

Elizabeth St South Acreage
317 vy Heights

Marla’s Place

Grenfell Acres Elcapo

REALTY
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5Bedrooms | 3 Bathroom

1201 Autumn Court

4 Bedrooms | 2 Bathroom

i
219 4th Avenue
Whitewood, SK

4 Whispering Valley Estates
Round Lake, SK
3 Bedrooms | 3 Bathroom

1092 sqft 1940 sqft

Lazy Dollar Ran-ch,

Rocanville, SK Brock RM No. 64, SK
)

1672 sqft 2188 sqft

8

Fertile Belt RM No.183, Saskatchewan
Churchbridge, Saskatchewan
Saltcolts RM No. 213, Saskatchewan
Saltcolts RM No. 213, Saskatchewan
RM No. 213, Saskatchewan

RM No. 213, Saskatchewan

RM No. 213, Saskatchewan

RM No. 213, Saskatchewan

RM No. 213, Saskatchewan

RM No. 213, Saskatchewan

RM No. 213, Saskatchewan

RM No. 213, Saskatchewan

RM No. 213, Saskatchewan
Tantallon, Saskatchewan

5Bedrooms | 4 Bathroom
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800 3rd Avenue
Spy Hill, SK
3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathroom

1960 sqft

540 Stanley Street,
Esterhazy, SK
2 Bedrooms | 1Bathroom

1067 sqft

26 Oakley Lane,
Round Lake, SK

1960 sqft

=

Bed 5/Bath 1
Bed 2/Bath 1

Bed 5/Bath 3

Langenburg RM No.181, Saskatchewan Bed 3/Bath 1

Tantallon, Saskatchewan

Salfcolts, Saskatchewan

Round Lake, Saskatchewan

Spy Hill RM No.152, Saskatchewan
Round Lake, Saskatchewan

Fertile Belt RM No.183, Saskatchewan
Gerald, Saskatchewan

Esterhazy, Saskatchewan

Round Lake, Saskatchewan

Fertile Belt RM No.183, Saskatchewan
Crooked Lake, Saskatchewan

Fertile Belt RM No.183, Saskatchewan
RM No. 154, Saskatchewan
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ﬁ amyk.inrealestate ™ amykhudy@icloud.com

Bed 3/Bath 2
Bed 4/Bath 2
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Dubuc 100 acres farm

Grayson RM No.184, SK

4 Bedrooms | 4 Bathroom

)

—
1136 sq ft
580 sq ft

1116 sq ft
1700 sq ft
1280 sq ft
1520 sq ft

2087 sq ft

1sqft
1372 sq ft
1216 sq ft

3000 sq ft
1448 sq ft
2037 sq ft
768 sq ft

4 Bedrooms | 2 Bathroom

2418 sqft

201 Margaret Court,

Esterhazy, SK

3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathroom

1350 sqft

Hwy 13 Quarter,
Brock RM No. 64, SK

2418 sqft

$398.,888
$89.000
$30,000
$35,000
$30,000
$35,000
$30,000
$35,000
$30,000
$30,000
$30.000
$30.000
$30.000
$49,000
$428,000
$249,500
$159,000
$135,000
$758,888
$135,000
$250,000
$75.,000
$245,000
$109.900
$499,900
$375,000
$660,000
$345,000
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309 2nd Avenue
Gerald, SK
6 Bedrooms | 3 Bathroom
1960 sqft

NOW $349,000

S®# SK002581

DOWN
$10,0

Melville Acreage
Cana RM No. 214, SK
4 Bedrooms | 3 Bathroom
2928 sqft

Jaques Farm,
Preeceville RM No. 334, SK
4 Bedrooms | 1Bathroom

1960 sqft

MLS SKO18318
MLS SKO16644
MLS SK014928
MLS SK015291
MLS SK015349
MLS SK015338
MLS SK015348
MLS SK015337
MLS SK015347
MLS SK015345
MLS SK015343
MLS SK0156341
MLS SK0156339
MLS SK015400
MLS SK012801
MLS SKO15400
MLS SKO13089
MLS SKO11723
MLS SKO12055
MLS SK011722
MLS SK010345
MLS SKO10178
MLS SK008796
MLS SK008650
MLS SK008723
MLS SK992768
MLS SK992612
MLS SK988159
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