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 Expanding farmable land * Land use changes

* Fixing drainage issues * Fencing

These are all high risk activities when it comes to pipeline safety.
You may not think you live near a pipeline, but are you 100% sure?

Prevent pipeline incidents by finding out what’s below,
BEFORE you start your work.

Visit: www.clickbeforeyoudig.com
to request a locate at least 3 days prior.

Safety can be that simple.

Scan QR Code

Clic
() TCEnergy YouDig.com
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Energy and Resources Minister tours key oil

and gas facilities in Southeast Sas

In September, Minister
of Energy and Resources
Colleen Young toured two

key southeast facilities
that support innovative
and sustainable energy

production: Whitecap Re-
sources Inc.’s enhanced oil
recovery (EOR) project in
Weyburn, and Steel Reef
Infrastructure Corp’s (Steel
Reef) Viewfield gas pro-
cessing facility, including
their combined heat and
power project, in the Este-
van area.

“Our oil and gas sector is
a bedrock of the provincial
economy, supporting jobs,
families and a massive ser-
vice and supply industry,”
Young said. = “Saskatch-
ewan energy producers
have a proven track record
of developing and imple-
menting new technologies
to reduce emissions and
keep production strong
into the future. Our prov-
ince is ready to play a key
role in helping Canada re-
alize its potential to be a
global energy superpow-
er”

The Weyburn CO2 EOR
project has been operating
for nearly 25 years. It col-
lects carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions from industrial
emitters and injects the gas
underground to enhance
oil recovery. To date, the fa-
cility has stored more than
44 megatonnes of CO2
which is the equivalent to
removing 9,310,647 cars
off the road for one year. It
has also produced over 120
million barrels of oil dur-
ing this time.

“Whitecap is proud to
own and operate one of the
world’s largest carbon se-
questration facilities, right
here in Saskatchewan,”

Whitecap Resources Inc.
Senior Vice President of
Business Development and
IT Dave Mombourquette
said. “This project helped
pioneer enhanced oil re-
covery and world-leading
best practices for EOR
project implementation. It
continues to enable low-
decline, stable oil produc-
tion while also reducing
emissions. Saskatchewan’s
foresight in capturing CO2
from Boundary Dam con-
tinues to pay dividends as
the current main source of
CO2 that drives Weyburn’s
EOR recovery today. The
province’s attractive en-
ergy policies, combined
with its skilled workforce,
make Saskatchewan an
ideal place for us to con-
tinue our investment to
realize the full potential of
the province’s vast energy
resources.”

Steel Reef continues to
support associated gas
capture from oil produc-
tion. Instead of associ-
ated gas simply being
vented or flaredto the at-
mosphere, the gas is col-
lected and processed into
various saleable products
and used to generate elec-
tricity. The company has
used the Government of
Saskatchewan’s Oil and
Gas Processing Investment
Incentive (OGPII) several
times to support its flare
gas capture investments in
the province. Steel Reef has
built the first phase of its
combined heat and power
project at its Viewfield gas
processing facility in the
Estevan area, which in-
cludes a turbine for power
generation and integrated
waste heat recovery units,
reducing the need for asso-
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of Energy and Resources staff and Steel Reef Infrastructure Corp staff at Steel Reef's Viewfield
gas processing facility in southeast Saskatchewan.

ciated gas consumption for
utility and process heat for
flare gas processing.

With phase 2, Steel Reef
will install additional tur-
bines and electrical substa-
tions at Viewfield, as well
as its facilities in Coleville,
North Portal, Saskatch-
ewan Ethane Extraction
Plant (SEEP), and Steel-
man to align with multiple
long-term Power Purchase
Agreements (PPAs) with
SaskPower to provide in
excess of 100 megawatts
(MWs) of carbon efficient
power for Saskatchewan
communities. On average,
each site will produce ap-
proximately 20 megawatts
of power to be brought
onto the SaskPower grid
by late 2027.

“We were pleased to
tour our Viewfield facil-
ity alongside the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan to

Saskatchewan Energy and Resources Minister Colleen Young is given
a tour of control room equipment at Whitecap Resources Inc's enhanced
oil recovery project in Weyburn.

Saskatchewan Energy and Resources Minister Colleen Young poses
for a photo with Austin Voss, Chief Operating Officer with Steel Reef
Infrastructure Corp, at Steel Reef's Viewfield gas processing facility in
southeast Saskatchewan on Sept. 4.

Saskatchewan Energy and Resources

highlight the importance
of economic growth and
shaping a reliable, respon-
sible and sustainable en-
ergy future,” Steel Reef
Infrastructure Corp. Chief
Operating Officer Austin
Voss said. “This was an
opportunity to showcase
how we “are advancing
emissions-to-energy  tech-
nologies, and how we are
investing in electricity gen-
erating turbines powered
by recovered flare gas. This
process reduces emissions
and provides electricity
from a previously unavail-
able source. By working
with the government and
industry peers - and thanks
to the dedication of our tal-
ented employees - we are
strengthening  Saskatch-
ewan’s energy sector and

delivering long-term op-
portunities for growth and
competitiveness.”

The ministry continues
to promote the responsible
development of Saskatche-
wan’s oil and gas resources
through various emissions
reduction pro%‘ram& As of
2024, Saskatchewan’s oil
and gas sector has reduced
emissions from venting
and flaring at upstream
oil facilities by 71 per cent,
compared with 2015 levels.

Saskatchewan is a global
leader in low emissions oil
production from EOR. The
Government of Saskatch-
ewan urges the Govern-
ment of Canada to support
sustainable oil production,
including by making EOR
an eligible use of captured
CO2 under the federal Car-

Saskatchewan Energy and Resources Minister Colleen Young poses

Minister Colleen Young tours
Steel Reef Infrastructure Corp’s Viewfield gas processing facility in
southeast Saskatchewan on Sept. 4.

bon Capture, Utilization
and Storage Investment
Tax Credit. Saskatchewan’s
competitive royalty struc-
ture, stable and predictable
regulatory approach, pro-
grams that support innova-
tion, emissions reductions,
and new infrastructure
make the province one of
the best places in the world
to invest in oil and gas.

For more information
about the Ministry of En-
ergy and Resources’ many
incentives and Crown roy-
alty programs, please visit
this link. You will find spe-
cific information about the
Oil and Gas Processing
Investment Incentive, the
Saskatchewan Petroleum
Innovation Incentive and
the Oil Infrastructure In-
vestment Program.

for a photo in the control room at Whitecap Resources Inc’s enhanced
oil recovery project in Weyburn, alongside Whitecap executives, from
left, Dave Mombourquette, Bill Stoneman, Chris Bullin, and Darryl Wil-

liamson.



B4

The Government of Saskatchewan’s
Critical Minerals Innovation Incentive
(SCMII) will support the development
of EMP Metals Corp.’s Project Aurora, a
lithium refining demonstration plant in
southeast Saskatchewan.

The SCMII supports a wide range of in-
novative projects targeting 11 emerging
critical minerals in Saskatchewan, includ-
ing lithium. Project Aurora will involve
building and operating a small-scale lith-
ium refining demonstration facility to in-
novate and prove out a model for larger,
commercial-scale lithium production in
the future.

“This is an important and exciting step
forward for Saskatchewan,” Energy and
Resources Minister Colleen Young said.
“By approving this project under the
SCMII, we are opening the door to new
technology that will lead to new invest-
ment, good jobs, and a more sustainable
energy future. Project Aurora will help
strengthen Saskatchewan’s position as
a reliable supplier of the critical miner-
als the world needs and underscores our
province’s status as one of the best places
in the world to invest in responsible re-
source development.”

Project Aurora is a joint initiative be-
tween EMP Metals Corp. and Saltworks
Technologies Inc. that builds on a suc-
cessful lithium conversion pilot program.
Saltworks will design and construct the

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

Sask critical minerals program
to support new lithium project

demonstration plant, while EMP Metals
will provide lithium brine from its View-
field well and further infrastructure.

“We greatly appreciate the Saskatch-
ewan government’s approval of our
application for SCMII funding,” EMP
Metals CEO Karl Kottmeier said. “Once
again, Saskatchewan has proven that it is
truly a supporter of new investment and
technological development. With Project
Aurora, EMP and our partner Saltworks
Technologies are excited to be building
lithium production in the province and
bringing longer-term employment op-
portunities to the community. This sup-
port only deepens our commitment to
our work in Saskatchewan.”

“Saskatchewan is clearly focused on
harnessing its critical minerals, entre-
preneurship, and innovation capacity,”
Saltworks Technologies CEO Benjamin
Sparrow said. “We are thrilled to be col-
laborating with EMP Metals and Team
Saskatchewan to demonstrate next gen-
eration lithium extraction technologies
that will help unlock new opportunities
for current and future generations.”

Launched in 2024, the SCMII follows
private investment and provides transfer-
able royalty and freehold production tax
credits on eligible innovation commer-
cialization projects. The program is de-
signed to drive investments that lead to
greater recovery, improved environmen-

Your complete electrical
supplier, proudly serving the
electrical community since 191¢

Come see us in Moosomin today

1815 Celebration Drive
306-435-2100

EECOL.com

(E)EECQL

tal outcomes and increased value-added
processing or byproduct commercializa-
tion in the province’s critical minerals
sector.

Saskatchewan continues to be ranked
as Canada’s top jurisdiction for mining
investment, according to the Fraser In-
stitute’s Annual Survey of Mining Com-
panies. In 2023, the province launched
‘Securing the Future: Saskatchewan’s

Monday, November 3, 2025

Critical Minerals Strategy’ to foster sec-
tor growth, aligning with the Saskatch-
ewan Growth Plan. The strategy aims to
increase Saskatchewan'’s share of nation-
al mineral exploration to 15 per cent by
2030, double the number of critical miner-
als produced, and enhance output of pot-
ash, uranium and helium. It also seeks to
establish Saskatchewan as a hub for rare
earth elements.

Thank-you to Mosaic and

Nutrien for your continued support
in purchasing mine-ready
underground vehicles!

Universe
Satellite Sales

.9'.
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First in Canada for Mining Investment Attractiveness

According to the Fraser Institute’s Annual Survey of Mining Companies, Saskatchewan leads Canada for mining
investment attractiveness. Additionally, our province ranks seventh globally for strong policy and regulatory
perception. These results show Saskatchewan'’s strong, steady approach to attracting mining investment. With
some of the best mineral development incentives in Canada, we will continue to uphold our reputation as a
responsive, stable and predictable jurisdiction where investors can move projects forward.

Hon. Daryl Harrison

MLA for Cannington
canningtonconstituency@sasktel.net
(306) 443-4400

Kevin Weedmark

MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre

office@kevinweedmark.ca

(306) 435-4005

Hon. Warren Kaeding

MLA for Melville-Saltcoats
warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net

(306) 728-3881
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Sask one of the most attractive jurisdictions
in the world for mining investment

BY Kara Kinna

The World-Spectator spoke with Sas-
katchewan’s Minister of Energy and Re-
sources Colleen Young about Saskatche-
wan'’s position as one of the most attractive
jurisdictions in the world for mining in-
vestment.

According to the Fraser Institute’s Annu-
al Survey of Mining Companies, Saskatch-
ewan is again the top region in Canada for
mining investment attractiveness, ranking
first in the country. The 2024 report includ-
ed responses from 350 companies rating 82
jurisdictions around the world. In addition
to its best-in-Canada ranking, Saskatch-
ewan placed seventh globally, owing to
its strong ranking in policy and regulatory
perception.

The 2024 survey measured all regions
on two main areas—policy perception and
mineral potential—to come up with an
overall attractiveness ranking for invest-
ment. Saskatchewan placed first in Cana-
da, and third globally, in policy perception,
based on responses concerning policy cer-
tainty, environmental regulation, the legal
system and skilled labour supply.

Saskatchewan also ranked Kighly for
its geological database—fourth in the
world—which speaks to the Saskatchewan
Geological Survey’s cutting-edge mapping
technology and high-quality public geosci-
ence data and its extensive library of core

—
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Strong Saskatchewan
Strong Canada
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Colleen Young, Saskatchewan'’s Minister of Energy and Resources,

samples in its southern and northern Sas- speaking at an event at the Belle Plaine mine recently.

katchewan facilities.

Last year Saskatchewan reached record
highs in potash production, mining approximately 24.7
million tonnes of potassium chloride, while also reaching
new records for uranium production and sales—16,700
tonnes and $2.6 billion, respectively.

The province is home to 27 of the 34 minerals on Cana-
da’s critical minerals list. In addition to uranium and pot-
ash, there is strong potential in Saskatchewan for further
growth in the critical minerals sector: helium production
continues to increase, while key projects in lithium, copper
and zinc are set to begin production over the next year.

The interview with Minister Colleen Young follows:

What are some of the key factors that really sets Sas-
katchewan apart when it comes to mining investment at-
tractiveness?

The Fraser Institute reported great news for our prov-
ince overall and it does underscore Saskatchewan'’s status
as a leading global mining jurisdiction. As you know, this
is the 11th straight year tﬁat Saskatchewan is ranked first
in Canada for mining investment attractiveness and we
are pleased to see that, and we are glad that Saskatchewan
continues to be recognized as one of the best places in the
world to invest in resource development.

Our mining investment is outstanding. We have 27 of 34
critical minerals in this province and it’s estimated to have
been the highest of any province in Canada last year alone
in 2024 in our mining investment area, and we’re expected
to grow. We expect that we're going to hit over $7 billion
in 2025.

It’s our strong regulatory policy framework that contin-
ues to give investors and resource companies that confi-
dence that we're here, we're listening to them, that we're
supportive, that we're stable and a reliable place to make
significant investments for mineral exploration mining
projects.

How is Saskatchewan different from some other juris-
dictions? What are we doing right?

Well I think we have created some really good competi-
tive incentive programs and I think it's the predictability
and the stable regulatory environment that investors and
companies look at and say “We're not going to make a
change the next year,” that they can count on Saskatche-
wan’s regulation and the programs that we’re putting in
place so that they are secure in making those investments
and they know there’s not going to be a change, a rapid
change in that, and I think t}%at’s been for all of our indus-
tries whether it’s been the oil and gas, whether it’s been
potash and now the new minerals that are coming online.

We make sure that we're not making rapid changes in
those regulatory frameworks on a yearly basis or any time
and we make sure that we're following the markets and
that we know what’s out there and what these industries
are looking to invest in.

How much does a report like this really matter? Does it
actually make a real impact in terms of companies invest-
ing in mining in Saskatchewan?

Absolutely, we work very closely with the Saskatch-
ewan Mining Association as well, the SMA. They are on
the ground, they are working with businesses and indus-
tries and I work close with (SMA President) Pam Schwann
in making sure that I am hearing what they’re saying and
what they are looking for. And when we do that with our
industries and we listen to them first-and-foremost, I think
that they recognize that we're here and that we're stable
and predictable, and that they can make a secure and con-
fident investment in the mining industry in this province.
And that’s been there for a long time, and as I said, I meet

with many of them on a regular basis and assure them that
if there is going to be any change, they’re given a heads-up,
and that we are working with them to let them know when
that change may be and if it works within their industry.

Is that something that you really think that’s helped
make a difference for the province?

Absolutely, I believe so. The Fraser Institute does a re-
ally good job of listening to industries and making sure
that they have provided their reports and provide g’nat to
the province, along with our credit ratings that are always
there. Those industries are paying attention to those things.

How did it make you feel to see the ranking again this
ear?

4 We are very proud in Saskatchewan overall to know
that we are leading in the global mining jurisdiction area
and that we continue to lead there. The Fraser Institute has
given us the 11th straight year that we have ranked first
in Canada. It's been year after year after year that we've
had that ranking, and we are an energy superpower. We
have many things to offer and when it comes to energy, we
know in our markets to the south to begin with, but also on
a global scale, there are many countries that are looking to
Saskatchewan for those mining investments.

Are there any new developments coming down the
pipeline right now that we should be particularly excited
about?

We have seen significant investments in the mineral sec-
tor across a variety of commodities and we know that’s go-
ing to continue. Some of the notable ones I was just out
at BHP—$19 billion Jansen conventional potash mine. Last
week, did a tour of it, we visited out there and they’re tar-
geted for their first production in 2027. And K+S Potash
Canada is ramping up to nearly double production at the
Bethune mine over the next couple of decades as well.

NexGen, they have a $2.2 billion dollar Rook One con-
ventional uranium project in Northwestern Saskatchewan
along Athabasca Basin. It has high grade ore deposits and
it’s in its final stages of environmental licensing and ap-
proval.

Paladin Energy out of Australia comﬁleted the acquisi-
tion of Fission Uranium just recently this year and it's a
$1.2 billion conventional uranium project at the Patterson
Lake south. Foran Mining Corporation at Mcllvenna Bay,
just up there by Hudson Bay, north of Hudson Bay, they

ave a copper and zinc development project which has
currently been under construction for a while now, but
they expect their first commercial production in 2026. So
we are looking forward to that.

A brine lithium project is under development by Ari-
zona Lithium, EMP metals, and Grounded Lithium. Ben-
neton Mines just received an environmental approval for
development of their uranium mine, and Nortﬁ American
Helium is continuing construction of their purification fa-
cilities in Southwest Saskatchewan.

So we have a lot on the go right now and we're really
looking forward to many of these things getting into pro-
duction.

Where do you see growth in the industry continuing?

We are the world’s largest potash producer and reached
arecord high of 24.7 Potassium Chloride tons last year and
this year we are projecting the value of our potash sales to
rise with recent increases in the international potash pric-
es, so we are on pace with sales to end at the end of this
year, $4.1 billion, and the potash industry continues to be a
strong pillar of the province.

We know that there are a lot of things happening. I was

just down at one of the mines here recently
at Bethune and we see a bright future for
the potash industry as it grows and they
are making strong investments into our
province as well. We are very proud of the
potash industry and the work that they
do. They have global markets that they are
sending to and are strong world-class min-
ing companies that we have. So, the potash
industry is very strong in the province. We
are on track again to push past our 2030
%xlﬂowth plan of $9 billion in annual sales in
the years ahead.

Are you anticipating a lot of growth in
some of the other mining sectors as well?

In uranium production, our sales have
already reached $2.6 billion last year and a
lot of production happened there, but ura-
nium sales for the current year are expect-
ed to increase further than they were last
year with %lobal markets that are looking
for the high-grade uranium that we have.
So they’re off to a strong start with sales of
nearly $1.7 billion already in the first six
months of this year.

Denison mines has one project coming
on, NexGen is just waiting for their federal
approvals, Cameco and Orano, which are
world-class existing producers that have
been increasing production as well in ad-
vancing projects in Saskatchewan.

We have a lot going on in the potash in-
dustry and it's going to remain strong. I am
very confident in the investments that are
being made by the potash industry in our
province.

What practical differences does this report make?

We are constantly ranked by the Fraser Institute as the
top jurisdiction for mining investment and this shows that
the industry sees Saskatchewan as the place to be, for in-
vestment, for knowing that it's a stable, supportive and
reliable jurisdiction to invest in the mineral development
projects and we know that mineral development projects
require significant investments. So these reports do affirm
that the mining industry in Saskatchewan is a prime loca-
tion for exploration and development.

What difference will it make for the provincial econo-
my and for the province’s finances when you have these
new mines coming online?

Mineral development and mining continue to be one of
our most important economic drivers. They directly em-
ploy about 11,000 people and are one of the top contribu-
tors to our GDP and direct government revenue. As these
mines come online and begin production, they’re going to
be subject to mineral royalties and taxes, which do contrib-
ute to the provincial revenues and help fund public servic-
es, such as healthcare, education, social services, building
of our highways, infrastructure such as schools, hospitals,
and long-term care facilities, all of which benefit all of our
Saskatchewan citizens.

So, it’s really critical to be supportive of these businesses
and industries in our province, and work with them along
the way as they build and invest in their projects in this
province and contribute to our economic growth.

How different do you think this province would be
without these mines and these resources?

We would be looking at a heavier tax burden and for
us the mining sector, the potash, the oil and gas sector—
all of the things that drive and provide a strong economy
are critical to ensuring that we can make good investments
that the people need and that they expect so that they can
have a good quality life for themselves and their families
as they grow.

Our population has grown in this province because of
the investments that have been made by these companies,
and by investors in our province. That provides good pay-
ing jobs for workers and for families in our province. It cre-
ates a strong economic base for us to be able to invest into
our citizens.

SAPARAS DRUG MART
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To Mosaic, Nutrien, our
local manufacturing businesses
and their employees:
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It was a busy sprin,
for Mosaic at their potas
mine sites in the Ester-
hazy area, and even more
impressive is the fact that
through 72,000-plus hours
worked, no lost time inju-
ries were reported.

“We had a K2 turn-
around from May 18 to
June 7, we also had a K1
turn around from June 1
to June 22,” said Bernie
Boutin, Mosaic’s Direc-
tor of Capital at Esterhazy
K3. “And K3 had a partial
turnaround over that peri-
od of time as well, between
May 18 and June 22.”

There were more than
400 contractors on site at
all three locations, which
Boutin noted is quite bene-
ficial to the local economy.

“It was a very busy time,
and we had day shift,
night shift for all sites do-
ing the turnaround work,”
he said. “It's a good num-
ber for our community, it
keeps things busy in town.
Our communities do a
good job supporting these
extra people that come to
work in our area.”

Whenever possible, lo-
cal expertise is used for the
annual turnaround proj-
ects, which is when critical
maintenance and repairs
take place.

“Generally, it's the lo-
cal contractors that are
always available for the
mines, and then we get the
larger, more remote con-
tractors from the cities as
well,” Boutin explained.
“Some jobs you right size
it because for smaller jobs,
generally the local contrac-
tors are interested in those,
but we do have some of
our larger contractors that
like tackling the large con-
struction project type jobs,
which entails millwrights,
welders, iron workers,
pipe fitters, electricians.

T
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The Mosaic K3
site at Esterha

We had a variety of those
types of jobs—smaller
scale ones and some large
scale ones.”

While not as high-vol-
ume as previous years in
terms of the number of
contractors involved, this
year’s turnaround did
note a healthy monetary
investment in local Mosaic
assets.

“Over $35 million in-
vested in material, sup-
plies and services—it’s a
big number,” Boutin said.
“That relates to 400-plus
workers and over 72,000
person hours of work, so
it’s good for the communi-
ty. That means we're sup-
porting companies as well
as they're assisting with
us on executing the turn-
around projects.”
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Mosaic invests $35M for spring
turnaround work at Esterhazy sites

With the shift to an ear-
lier turnaround in Ester-
hazy, idle and turnaround
expenses for Mosaic rose
$16 million, but is an-
ticipated to decline in the
third quarter.

As for the turnaround
being free from work in-
juries, Boutin listed a few
factors that make a big dif-
ference.

“The key there is the safe
onboarding of contractors,
the pre-job planning,” he
said. “That’s what helps us
be successful with not hav-
ing injuries. Our presence
in the field, in the regular
contractor meetings, mak-
ing sure they have good
safe work procedures, and
they're following that.
Lots has to happen for
good safety results, and

that's our focus.”

One big project of note
was the commissioning
of the Hydrofloat project
at the K2 mill. Adding
the new hydrofloat circuit
was delayed due to supply
chain issues back when the
Covid pandemic hit, but
the completion target of
mid-2025 proved to be a
bullseye.

“We're still doing wet
commissioning of that cir-
cuit, so it’s kind of like a
partial ramp up as we do
wet conditioning,” Boutin
explained. “So it's not up
to full rates, but it is in the
throes of wet commission-
ing, and that will allow us
to make another 400,000
tons of production at the
K2 mill.”

Producing low-cost

tonnes through this project
allows Mosaic to optimize
the Canadian Resource
Tax, and based on last
year’s number, there is an
approximate $60 per tonne
benefit to the increased
production at Esterhazy.

The new Hydrofloat
project was officially com-
missioned in July with
hopes that the volume ex-
pansion will drive produc-
tion costs per tonne lower
in the future—the only
asterisk to that being any
big changes in foreign ex-
change rates.

Speaking of changes
made by other countries,
the U.S. tariffs are having
little effect on Mosaic’s op-
erations locally.

“We've been watching
it, we haven’t seen a huge

LOCAL 892
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impact just yet,” Boutin
said when asked about the
50 per cent tariff on Cana-
dian steel. “But when you
go out for bids, obviously
our local suppliers will try
and bid local materials be-
cause it also puts them at
an uncompetitive advan-
tage if they’re bringing out
of country materials. So
when they go out for bids,
they’re obviously going to
look at best pricing, and
when you go to different
vendors, you're going to
see that tﬁ,rough the quo-
tation process.”

In their second quarter
report released in early
August, Mosaic noted
$411 million net income
for Q2, with $194 million
in potash operating earn-
ings alone.

Proudly and safely representing
Saskatchewan potash workers
for over 50 years!
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Saskatchewan funds growing
research and innovation partnership

“GIEMS will unlock the full potential of the people and organizations
advancing the province’s energy and minerals sectors. By engaging with
academia, industry, government and Indigenous organizations to under-
stand their needs, GIEMS will act as a bridge that connects ideas, capa-
bilities and opportunities to achieve shared provincial goals.”

—Tom Kishchuk, GIEMS Executive Director

The Government of Saskatchewan is
strengthening the foundation of a unique
research partnership that will support en-
ergy and mineral research and help make
Saskatchewan a global leader in clean en-
ergy. To date, the province has committed
$780,000 to help establish and support the
operations of the Global Institute for En-
ergy, Minerals and Society (GIEMS).

GIEMS is a research and training part-
nership between Saskatchewan Poly-
technic, the University of Regina and the
University of Saskatchewan that began to
create a collaborative pipeline of innova-
tion and talent. As a result of Saskatche-
wan’s ongoing international engagement
efforts, a memorandum of understand-
ing establishing the collaboration was
first announced at COP28 in Dubai in
2023. The partnership aims to promote
and align research and innovation in the
province's energy and mineral sectors.

“GIEMS is already opening up new op-
portunities to accelerate research and in-
novation and train future leaders in these
critical sectors,” Advanced Education
Minister Ken Cheveldayoff said. “This
partnership will support our labour mar-
ket and significantly advance Saskatche-
wan’s Growth Plan goals. It will help po-
sition Saskatchewan to be at the forefront
of clean energy.”

The partnership will play a key role in
supporting the transition to clean energy
by coordinating research efforts and fos-
tering collaboration between the post-
secondary sector, government, industry
and Indigenous groups. GIEMS recently
hired Executive Director, Tom Kishchuk,
who is building a team to help co-ordi-
nate and advance its work. Mr. Kishchuk
has extensive experience in the energy
sector at the provincial and national lev-
els including leadership roles and board
appointments at organizations such as
the Sylvia Fedoruk Canadian Centre for
Nuclear Innovation.

FROM

MINE <

“GIEMS will unlock the full potential of
the people and organizations advancing
the province’s energy and minerals sec-
tors,” Kishchuk said. “By engaging with
academia, industry, government and In-
digenous organizations to understand
their needs, GIEMS will act as a bridge
that connects ideas, capabilities and op-
portunities to achieve shared provincial

oals.”

Through GIEMS, post-secondary re-
searchers will combine resources and
share knowledge to help address educa-
tion and research gaps in energy and min-
eral sectors. The partnership will also en-
able them to leverage research grants to
continue advancing work in these areas.

“At the University of Regina, we see
GIEMS as a powerful catalyst for collabo-
ration and innovation, promoting inter-
disciplinary perspectives to ensure that
social innovations are developed along-
side technical solutions,” University of
Regina Vice President of Research Dr.
Chris Yost said. “Our researchers are ad-
vancing knowledge that supports a more
sustainable energy future, while our
students gain the experience and skills
needed to become future leaders who will
drive Saskatchewan’s energy and mineral
sectors forward.”

“GIEMS is developing sustainable so-
lutions that will positively impact both
people and the planet,” University of
Saskatchewan Vice President of Research

[
FARM

Dr. Baljit Singh said. “Combining exper-
tise and infrastructure from our three in-
stitutions positions GIEMS as a unique
pipeline of innovation that will benefit
Saskatchewan. The University of Sas-

katchewan is proud to contribute our
research enterprise, infrastructure, and
leadership to the advancement of GI-
EMS.”

“GIEMS reflects Sask Polytech's strate-
gic commitment to advancing industry-
driven innovation,” Saskatchewan Poly-
technic Vice-Provost Susan Blum said.
“As Saskatchewan’s premier institution
for applied research, our involvement in
the GIEMS partnership ensures that our
work-integrated learning programs are
directly informed by current and emerg-
ing industry needs, helping employers
access skilled talent and drive economic
growth in the energy and mineral sector.”

Saskpro is proud to serve
the Mining, Energy and Manufacturing Sectors.

j @ SaskproMachine
ESTERHAZY, SK
306-745-6440

WWW.SASKPRO.COM

Providing the resources farmers need to grow healthy
and resilient crops. Feeding the future, from Canada to the world.
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Saskatchewan defines royalty structure
to prepare for lithium development

The Government of Saskatchewan is supporting the
development of the province's emerging lithium industry
with the introduction of regulatory amendments to set a
clear and consistent royalty framework for lithium and
other minerals produced from natural brine aquifers.

These amendments to The Subsurface Mineral Royalty
Regulations, 2017 will provide certainty for resource com-
panies looking to develop or invest in lithium projects in
Saskatchewan.

“Lithium is a critical mineral that is expected to see
strong demand and growth in the decades ahead, and
Saskatchewan is well-positioned to take advantage of this
opportunity,” Energy and Resources Minister Colleen
Young said. “By putting this royalty framework in place
now, we are providing certainty for industry, while en-
suring the people of Saskatchewan benefit as this sector
develops.”

The new royalty framework sets a Crown royalty rate
of 3 per cent of the value of brine mineral sales, with a
two-year holiday for new productive capacity. The rate

Proud to serve the Mining, Energy,
and Manufacturing industries!

We’re happy to be your home
away from home when you’re
working in the areal!

79 guest rooms including: King Rooms, Double Queen Rooms,
Kitchenette Rooms, Jacuzzi Suites, ADA Accessible Rooms

BEST WESTERN PLUS
405 Moose Street, Moosomin, SK « 306-435-4700
reservationsmoosomin@wfdev.ca

mMILLER
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“By putting this royalty framework in
place now, we are providing certainty
for industry, while ensuring the people
of Saskatchewan benefit as this sector

develops.”
—Sask Energy and Resources
Minister Colleen Young

set is consistent with Saskatchewan's Crown royalties for
potash, salt and sodium sulphate, while the overall sys-
tem is competitive with other leading jurisdictions devel-
oping lithium from deep natural brine aquifers.

“This is another example of the Government of Sas-
katchewan continuing to encourage responsible resource
development and employment in the province,” Ground-
ed Lithium President and CEO Gregg Smith said. “This
new regulatory framework provides a reasonable royalty

BEN KENDALL
306-482-7049
MALCOLM KENDALL
PH: 306-928-2237
CELL:306-483-8988
BRADY KENDALL
CELL: 306-482-8779
PO BOX 179
Carievale, SK SOC 0PO
mac.ken@sasktel.net
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rate while also recognizing the significant risk and initial
investment companies make in processing facilities to ul-
timately achieve commercial production. Our pursuit of
the most attractive geology brought Grounded Lithium to
Saskatchewan, and we are pleased to be here.”

Saskatchewan remains Canada's leading province for
mining investment, according to the Fraser Institute's An-
nual Survey of Mining Companies. In 2025 Saskatchewan
is projected to attract over $7 billion in mining investment
and account for more than 25 per cent of total mining in-
vestment in Canada.

In 2023 the province introduced 'Securing the Future:
Saskatchewan's Critical Minerals Strategy,' aiming to
grow the sector in line with the Saskatchewan growth
plan. This strategy targets increasing Saskatchewan's
share of national mineral exploration to 15 per cent by
2030, doubling the number of critical minerals produced,
and growing the output of potash, uranium and helium.
It also aspires to position Saskatchewan as a key hub for
rare earth elements.

Calcium Chloride
Brooks 32

»  Drilling fluids

»  Heavy kill fluid

»  Dust suppression

»  Concrete accelerant

»  Naturally dear brine

»  Minimal to zero sediment
»  High density brine

»  Blends well with other brines
and additives

» FEffectivein low temperature
environments

»  Unigue blend due to temperature
and pressure

www.nscminerals.com

Reach 15,000 readers in 20 local communities when you advertise
in the World-Spectator! Call 306-435-2445 to find out more!




B 1 o The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, November 3, 2025

HATCH

+ .
Innovating

all that we do

At Hatch, we’re honored to support the potash industry with deep roots
in Saskatchewan and a global reach. We’ve contributed to all the
potash mines in the province and many more around the world.

From engineering and procurement to construction management,
commissioning, digital innovation, geotechnical expertise,

tailings solutions, and strategic advisory services — our

integrated capabilities span the full project lifecycle.

For decades, we’ve helped shape the future of potash.
Discover how we can help shape yours.

Learn more at hatch.com.




Monday, November 3, 2025

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

B11

GeoVenture gives Sask educators
unique perspective on mining operations

BY RyaN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Every year teachers
across the province ex-
change a week of their
summer outside of the
classroom for a chance to
learn about advancements
in the mining industry.

Organized by the Sas-
katchewan Mining Associa-
tion, GeoVenture is a seven-
day,  cross-Saskatchewan
exposure mission that al-
lows educators to discover
what the mining industry
in the province is all about.
From going underground
and learning about potash
at Mosaic K3 near Esterha-
zy, how coal is extracted at
Westmoreland Poplar Riv-
er in the Coronach area, to
the northern uranium facil-
ities at Cameco Cigar Lake
and Orano McClean Lake,
it's a whirlwind once-in-
a-lifetime chance for them
to learn about the industry
and spread the word.

“It's  surprising how
much people don’t know,
and it’s surprising a lot of
teachers still don’t know
today,” said Pam Schwann,
President of the SMA. “So
if they don’t know, their
students aren’t going to get
that opportunity.”

Previously, the GeoVen-
ture program was known
as the Teacher’s Tour—
something that has been
in existence for almost 50
years.

“It was a way for teach-
ers to see firsthand what
was involved in a mining
operation, as well as to see
all the different geograﬁ]‘u‘c
regions where mining hap-
pens in Saskatchewan,”
Schwann explained. “This
is a way to raise public
awareness, but also be-
cause teachers have such
an influence, it was a way
to sustainably teach their
kids in their classrooms
more about the mineral re-
sources of Saskatchewan.”

Mining is found through-
out the Saskatchewan edu-
cation curriculum, and %‘iv-
ing teachers the tools they
need to accurately depict
the current operations in
Saskatchewan is an impor-
tant mission.

“Mining is all through-

el

Going underground, the GeoVenture team visits the Nutrien potash mine near Rocanville.

Saskatchewan
curriculum,” said David
Potts-Schwinghamer, Ge-
oVenture Program Man-
ager who was previously a
teacher himself. “In Grade
4, you learn about rocks; in
Grade 5 and 6, you learn
about our Saskatchewan
resources in Social Stud-
ies. You come back to rocks
in Grade 7; in high school,
obviously chemistry has
heavy applications, but
Earth Science 30, Career
Ed, there’s all these places
in the Saskatchewan cur-
riculum that touch on the
mining  industry. When
you become a teacher, it’s
your job to teach these
things.”

out the

The beauty of the pro-
gram is that it'’s no cost to
educators, save a $50 appli-
cation fee.

“We know teachers don’t
have a lot of money,” Potts-
Schwinghamer said. “They
spend money out of pocket
on things, so when we build
resources  for  teachers,
they’re not only curriculum
correlated, but they're free
or very low cost—supplies
that you can source from
the school kitchen.”

An example of a hands-
on project for the class-
room is the Potash Kit that
educators get to take home
with them after the week
has wrapped.

“In Grade 7 Science, one

of the units is on mixtures
and solutions,” Schwann
said. “What better example
if you're from SaskatcEe—
wan to talk about mixtures
and solutions than potash.
That’s the premise of our
Potash Kit—you can dis-
solve the potash, find out
how much clay is in there,
and you can take it all the
way up to Grade 10 when
you start talking about
solubility curves. It's an
opportunity to tie that Sas-
katchewan product into the
curriculum  that students
need to learn anyway, and
what a great way to raise
the awareness of that.”
Creating  those linkages
between the resources in

==

The GeoVenture 2025 group visits the Potash Interpretive Centre in Esterhazy.

the GeoVenture program
and the current curriculum
is a stand-out feature.

“Everything is curricu-
lum correlated for educa-
tors, it's not what some-
body might think they
need,” Schwann said.
“We're going to give you
those resources, it’s actual-
ly what they need. It’s free,
and we try and make it as
accessible.”

Teacher’s
perspective

Every year, the GeoVen-
ture program has room for
20 educators from around
the province, with 17 in
this summer’s intake. From
August 9 to 15, the grouFl
embarked on a quest witl
stops along the way to sce-
nic destinations that some
simply might not have the
opportunity to visit.

Included in this year’s
group was Laura Svein-
bjornson, who has been
teaching at Langenburg
Central School for 12 years.

“Tt was so cool,” Svein-
bjornson said. “It was the
coolest thing I think I've
ever done in the profession-
al development world—
very interesting!”

She learned about the
GeoVenture program on-
line during some down
time.

“Strangely enough, I was
just scrolling on Instagram
and I saw an advertisement
for it,” Sveinbjornson ex-
plained.

Curious, she decided to
learn more about GeoVen-
ture through the SMA web-
site.

“I read the descriptor
of what they gave, and I
thought, “this is so interest-
ing’,” she recalled. “I didn’t

Saskatchewan Mining Association photos

think I was going to get
ﬁicked, to be completely

onest, because that’s too
good to be true, right? It’s
something that you never
get to experience, and yes, I
got lucky and I got asked to
join them.”

While Sveinbjornson
grew up in the area, hail-
ing from Churchbridge,
she didn’t have an in-depth
knowledge about mining
until the GeoVenture expe-
rience.

“It's nothing that I've ex-
perienced before,” she said.
“Being from this area, you
know how important the
mining industry is, spe-
cifically potash mining, but
TI've never had the opportu-
nity to go underground.”

It's difficult to sum up
the totality of GeoVenture,
as Sveinbjornson recounted
her seven days with the
group. Going underground
at Nutrien’s Scissor Creek
potash mine near Rocan-
ville and having the experi-
ence of travelling far below
the surface in the cage was
one of the first things that
stood out.

“I know quite a few
people that work there
and you hear them talking
about work,” Sveinbjorn-
son said. “The cage was
interesting to me, because
everybody talks about go-
ing in the cage and tak-
ing their trip down. First
of all, I couldn’t get over
how smooth the elevator
was! We came out, I actu-
ally couldn’t get over the
fact that it was such a large
space, the ceiling. I don’t
know how tall the ceiling
was, but it had to be at least
20 feet tall—not what I was
expecting!”

Continued on page B13 =
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GeoVenture gives Sask educators unique
perspective on mining operations

w Continued from Page B11

Another remarkable tour was to Westmoreland’s coal
mining operation near Coronach and she was surprised at
how environmentally friendly their operation is.

“When they are mining in the open pits, they're really
focused on reclaiming the land to make it look like they
hadn’t been there and keeping their footprint very small,”
Sveinbjornson said. “It was so interesting to see, you would
have never known that they had dug there because the land
had been reclaimed.”

Up north, Cameco’s Cigar Lake uranium mining opera-
tion showed the uniqueness of the industry as going un-
derground there was not the same as what the group saw
underground in a potash mine.

“That was interesting because their mining is very dif-
ferent than what potash mining is,” Sveinbjornson ~said.
“They can only do so much at a time, and their big struggle
is water because of how much water is up north. They're
constantly trying to figure out the best methods, make sure
everybody’s safe, and the equipment was so different; ev-
erything was so different there than typical potash mining.”

The GeoVenture group was filled with a variety, com-
prised of educators from elementary, middle, and high
school backgrounds, plus career counsellors, each able to
take away many new fascinating items to share with their
classes.

“With my Grade 7 Science course and Social Studies
course, we talk a lot about resources and wealth, how prov-
inces and communities have money, or what does power
look like?” Sveinbjornson said. “We often talk about our
resource sector and there’s so much that we have to offer.
Now, I have new things to add to that list, things that I can
better explain.”

Abig part of that relaying of knowledge goes back to the
basic hands-on approach.

“In science specifically, there’s a whole unit based on
Earth and the minerals found in Earth’s crust,” Sveinbjorn-
son said. “They gave us so many resources, and I get to
now update my unit, because you do your best with the
knowledge that you have, but now I actually have the pic-
tures, I have the tactile material, I have the people I can
contact right now, I know exactly who to ask if I have ques-
tions, if I want more resources. It’s super relevant to what
I'm doing.”

One common thread Sveinbjornson noticed through each
place the GeoVenture group visited was the authentic posi-
tivity everyone seemed to carry.

“Every single person we talked to was so enthusiastic,
shared all their knowledge, were so gracious, and that
networking is important, too,” she said. “Even Pam and
David—they were phenomenal. They did such a good job
organizing. There is not one negative thing I can say about
this experience. It was truly phenomenal!”

Ever-evolving program

The GeoVenture tours throughout the years have changed
in scope simply due to advancements in technology. That
ongoing program development continues as the organizers
at the SMA are constantly tweaking the week-long profes-
sional development.

“We try and make it not just a fun thing to be on, but
something they’re going to be able to use in their class-
rooms,” Schwann said. “It has changed a bit, it will keep
changing and right now, it's a good cycle. But we don’t get
up to our gold mine, and we're going to have a copper and
zinc mine that's producing soon. Our struggle is always,
‘how much can we fit in a week?’ because going longer than
that is difficult.”

It is a fine balance to tell the story of mining in Saskatch-
ewan, but stick to a reasonable timeframe for the educators.

“We're asking for a week of their holiday time, so we
need to make it really worthwhile and not make it so long
that they just can’t make that commitment,” Schwann said,
adding that last year, the question of establishing two trips
being three days in duration, but with possibly different ex-
periences was raised. “They wanted one trip because there
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is nothing they wouldn’t want to drop. The schedule really
d]fpends on our sites and when they are open to us being
there.”

Whatever changes happen in GeoVenture, there’s no
question that educators hold the experience dear.

“We had a teacher this year, a science teacher that is go-
ing to be in Milestone this year, her grandma went on the
program in 1995,” Schwann recalled.

While flying to visit the operations in northern Saskatch-
ewan, the teacher told Schwann how her grandmother gave
her a 50-page binder filled with pictures of the tour taken
30 years prior.

“This lady’s kept this for that long because it meant that
much to her,” Schwann said. “We're pretty sure that the en-
thusiasm we see from the educators on this tour translates
into the classroom for many years after.”

Part of the GeoVenture evolution is through feedback
obtained by previous participants and the companies the

SMA works with during the tour.

“The questions people ask to help us learn more,” said
Potts-Schwinghamer. “We get the privilege working with
50 many amazing companies, but there’s just always more
to learn. I truly enjoy their questions, and I'm learning all
the time, too.”

There were around 40 applications to the GeoVenture
program this year, with 20 accepted. Due to a few last-min-
ute cancellations, the final group numbered 17.

“The applicants are all over the province, and keeping

eograﬁhic mix goes into how we select people,” Potts-
Schwinghamer said. “We want representation from the
whole of Saskatchewan, and I think it benefits everyone to
see different parts of the province and the scope of the in-
dustry that occurs here.”

With all the work that goes into GeoVenture, comments
like Sveinbjornson’s enthusiastic descriptor “felt like sum-
mer camp!” make the program all the more worthwhile.

For Saskatchewan,
Buy Saskatchewan

SIMSA represents and elevates mining, energy and

industrial suppliers in Saskatchewan. Through innovation,
collaboration and connection, SIMSA empowers members to
thrive internationally and, more importantly, here at home.

] Committed to 9
Saskatchewan

« SIMSA

Championing
Local Industry

Connecting Members
to the World




B 1 4 The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, November 3, 2025

KBS

DIRT MOVERS /.

KELLY PANTELUK CONSTRUCTION LT

BUILDING TODAY
FOR TOMORROW

KPCL Dirt Movers is the heavy
civil construction company of
choice, safely building critical
infrastructure today for the
generations of tomorrow.
Construction services for:

| Mining Development & Expansion
| Heavy Civil Construction

| Transportation Infrastructure

| Water Control & Conveyance

| Renewable Energy Development

| Slurry Wall Construction

WWW.KPCLDIRTMOVERS.COM  [=L

Gmt
J—
{



Monday, November 3, 2025

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

B15

Natural gas bans are fuelling
higher energy costs

Governments are pulling the plug on natural gas with no real
backup plan in place and Canadians are paying the price

Banning natural gas and pushing electricity without
enough supply is a recipe for soaring energy costs and
blackouts. Politicians may forget the basics of econom-
ics, but supply and demand won’t go away.

When the supply of anything goes up, its price falls.
Limit or decrease supply and the price rises. Demand
works in the opposite direction—high demand drives
up prices, and lower demand brings them down.

Like gravity, the law of supply and demand is al-
ways there, but many politicians behave as though it
doesn’t exist. Nowhere is that clearer than in energy
policy, where environmental goals are prioritized
while economic realities are sidelined. The drive to
eliminate energy-related emissions in just a few years
may sound noble, but it ignores practical limits, and
Canadians are paying the price.

Take natural gas. It emits far less carbon than coal or
oil. In Canada, most natural gas comes from Alberta
and British Columbia, and it’s one of the country’s
most affordable and secure energy sources. Despite
this, several jurisdictions in B.C. are banning its use in
new and renovated buildings—moves encouraged by
federal emissions targets and climate incentives.

These policies may be well-intentioned, but they ig-
nore a basic fact: people still need to heat their homes
and cook their meals. Without gas, they’ll be forced to
use electricity. But unlike gas, electricity is already in
short supply and getting more expensive. Our current
generating capacity can’t keep up with rising demand,
and that’s before we even consider the added strain
from electric vehicles, data centres and energy-hungry
artificial intelligence.

British Columbia’s Site C dam, a multibillion-dollar
hydroelectric project under construction on the Peace
River, is expected to generate enough electricity for

—
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450,000 homes when complete. But all of that power is
already spoken for. There are no Site C-scale replace-
ments on the horizon. Meanwhile, our distribution
infrastructure can’t meet today’s needs, let alone to-
MOrrow’s.

In one recent case, buildings planning to install EV
chargers were told by B.C. Hydro, the Crown corpo-
ration responsible for electricity in B.C., that there
wasn’t enough power available. Major housing devel-
opments have even been blocked due to limited elec-
tricity supply.

These constraints aren’t just technical—they’re al-
ready making it harder to build new housing. Canadi-
ans may accept higher costs for environmental gains,
but pushing up both housing and energy bills risks
crossing a line. Banning natural gas makes it harder to
build and maintain affordable homes, directly under-
mining what governments claim to support. In homes
forced to switch from gas to electricity, heating and
hot water bills could quadruple. Reliability also drops.
Builders are now being advised to install backup gen-
erators to handle expected power outages—ironically,
those generators will often run on the very natural gas
being banned.

We can no longer assume the government will keep
the lights on. That’s a serious blow to Canadians’ stan-

Kent

Colleen

dard of living.

Some argue these trade-offs are justified if they cut
emissions. But even that goal is questionable. The gas
we don’t burn here will simply be sold elsewhere—
likely to countries still relying on coal, oil or even
dung. Because emissions don’t respect borders, the
global climate impact remains the same, or worse.

Of course, Canada could go further and stop pro-
ducing natural gas altogether. Leave it all in the
ground. But doing so would deliver a major blow to
our economy and standard of living: something no
elected government is likely to survive.

Alternatively, Canada could export more of its low-
cost, lower-emission natural gas to displace dirtier fu-
els abroad. That would reduce global emissions more
effectively than restricting gas at home.

Canadians care about the environment. But we need
smart, balanced policies—ones that use our resources
wisely, not wastefully. We can pursue conservation
and cleaner technologies while still recognizing that
economic laws apply, even when they’re inconvenient.

It's not about choosing between prosperity and the
planet. It's about realizing that ignoring the funda-
mentals—like supply and demand—comes at a cost
most Canadians can’t afford.

Dr. Roslyn Kunin is a respected Canadian economist
known for her extensive work in economic forecasting, pub-
lic policy, and labour market analysis. She has held various
prominent roles, including serving as the regional director
for the federal government’s Department of Employment
and Immigration in British Columbia and Yukon and as an
adjunct professor at the University of British Columbia. Dr.
Kunin is also recognized for her contributions to economic
development, particularly in Western Canada.
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Manitoba invests $1.2 million in mineral exploration

The Manitoba government is providing $1.2 million to
six mineral exploration projects through the Manitoba
Mineral Development Fund (MMDF) to support mining
projects that create Indigenous partnerships, increase job
opportunities and stimulate investment in northern Man-
itoba, Business, Mining, Trade and Job Creation Minister
Jamie Moses announced today.

“The Manitoba government is actively investing in new
critical mineral opportunities that support local commu-
nities and deliver benefits to all Manitobans,” said Mo-
ses. “This MMDF investment will leverage $3.8 million
in private-sector capital and create 39 jobs that will help
shape a strong future for Manitoba’s mineral develop-
ment industry.”

The MMDEF is a provincial fund administered by the
Manitoba Chambers of Commerce (MCC). Communities
and businesses, including Indigenous groups, municipal-
ities and the not-for-profit sector, are eligible to apply for
funding. Financial assistance from the fund could include
one-time grants for activities that help advance new min-
ing opportunities and outreach to First Nations for col-
laborative resource development in Manitoba.

“The MMDF remains steadfast in its commitment to
driving innovation, supporting economic growth and fos-
tering partnerships within the mineral development sec-
tor,” said Chuck Davidson, president and CEO, Manitoba
Chambers of Commerce and chair, Manitoba Mineral De-
velopment Fund. “With growing demand for critical min-
erals, Manitoba has a unique opportunity to attract in-
vestment, create jobs and strengthen communities while
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October oil and
gas public offering
generates over $7
million in revenue

The Government of Saskatchewan'’s
latest Crown oil and natural gas public
offering, held on October 7, 2025, has
generated more than $7 million in rev-
enue. The Estevan, Lloydminster and
Kindersley areas all surpassed at least
$1 million in bids, while the Swift Cur-
rent region also generated sales.

Overall, the Estevan area gener-
ated the most revenue, bringing in
$3,474,184.13 for one exploration licence
and 39 leases totaling 4,904.474 hectares.

Prairie Land & Investment Services
Ltd. made the highest bid in this offer-
ing, $863,628.23, an average of $552.57
per hectare, for a 1,562.931 hectare ex-
ploration licence in the Estevan area
north of Gainsborough.

Saturn Oil and Gas Inc. made the high-
est bid on a lease, bidding $714,906.52,
an average of $2,806.13 per hectare, for
a 254.766 hectare parcel west of Tor-
quay, also in the Estevan area.

Ninety parcels were posted for the
October offering, with 85 receiving
acceptable bids, covering a total for
12,128.950 hectares.

The Lloydminster area generated
the next-highest amount of revenue,
$2,106,595.92, while the Kindersley area
generated $1,317,181.62 in sales, fol-
lowed by Swift Current at $440,072.80.

This October offering was the fourth

of six such offerings for the 2025-26
fiscal year, over which time the Gov-
ernment of Saskatchewan has raised
$52,762,018.76. That total surpasses last
fiscal year’s revenue earned through
six offerings, owing to the $24 million
generated from the August 2025 public
offering.

Leases are offered with five-year
terms and are issued to drill for and
produce oil or natural gas. Exploration
licences have terms of two to five years
and are issued in less developed areas
for exploration and production. Several
factors affect public offering activity,
including oil and gas prices, land avail-
ability, geological and technological
constraints and various market condi-
tions.

The Government of Saskatchewan re-
mains committed to developing a posi-
tive investment climate for new and
established oil and gas companies, by
offering a stable and predictable royalty
framework and a suite of oil and gas in-
centives that fit the needs of all stages of
the production cycle.

According to the Fraser Institute, Sas-
katchewan is the highest-ranked Ca-
nadian jurisdiction and the third-most
attractive jurisdiction for oil and gas
exploration and production overall, be-
hind Wyoming and North Dakota.
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RESOURCE MAP OF SASKATCHEWAN

Saskatchewan Geological Survey Miscellaneous Report 2024-1
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After years of planning and construction, the Bekevar Wind and Pow-
er Line Project southeast of Kipling officially came online on Nov. 14,
2024. The 202 MW project consisting of 36 turbines creates enough
electricity for the SaskPower grid to power an average of 100,000 Sas-
katchewan homes. Above of some of the turbines on the horizon with a
wetland in the foreground west of Kipling.
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The communities of the
area thank Nutrien and
Mosaic for their
contributions to our
communities.

Town of Esterhazy

Town of Moosomin
RM of Fertile Belt
RM of Martin
RM of Rocanville
RM of Spy Hill
RM of Moosomin

Village of Spy Hill

A Nutrien and Mosaic have

been good corporate
citizens and have
contributed greatly to all
of our communities.

We’re proud to see the
major investments that

Nutrien and Mosaic have

made in our area, and
we look forward to
working with you
in the future!






