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Soil conditions good leading into seeding
Area producers gearing up for a busy season

BY RyaN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

While an overall mild winter, recent late-season snow-
storms have been a big boost for soil conditions in the
southeast. One thing everyone agreed on is that the Moo-
somin region is well-positioned for moisture, with pro-
ducers anticipating the busy seeding season beginning
somewhere in mid-to late April.

“I would say, out of all the areas in the province, we're
actually sitting pretty good for soil moisture,” said Wendy
Schatz Leeds, Lead Agronomist at Sharpe’s Crop Services
in Moosomin. “Our crops utilized a good amount of the
soil profile last summer, but we did have a bit of recharge
in the fall and March is typically our high moisture month
for snow.”

With some areas of Saskatchewan still poised for
drought conditions, the southeast may be the envy of
those closer to the Alberta border.

“We're sitting good enough with our soil moisture to
start our crop,” Schatz Leeds said. “Obviously, we're go-
ing to need rain for the season—crops can’t live without
water—but if you compare us to the western side of the
province, we actually look pretty decent.”

Right now, she foresees a decent growing season and

CALL/TEXT
Glen Crosson: 306.608.9009
Lorne Crosson: 306.435.7148

websterseedfarm.ca

perhaps a wetter year ahead.

“1 think we're going to have a good growing season.
We've had above-normal temperatures for the winter, and
I'm a believer in averages. So we might have to recoup
that somewhere along tﬁe way, but March is looking pret-
ty normal,” Schatz Leads remarked. “To me, this feels like
a regular March, so that might be a good sign that we're
going to continue with more normal weather. There are
some predictions that we're going to have a wet in-season,
a wet summer, which is always a positive, too. As long
as the farmers don’t have drowned-out areas, that usually
means there’s really good crop potential, and maybe we’ll
see some fungicide usage needed.”

Adrier than average fall and mild winter certainly raised
concerns of what is being retained under that topsoil, but
the experts are confident in a good start to seeding.

“From what I've read and seen, you guys are a little bit
above normal for some of the snowfall over the winter.
Probably a little bit of a better start going into the growing
season ti]\an some other areas of the province, but definite-
ly still needing a little bit more moisture throu: Ehout the
majority of the province and still into that southeast part
of the province a little bit as well,” said Meghan Rosso,
Crops Extension Specialist with the provincial Ministry

We have the best
Wheat & Barley Varieties!

X Reserve your seed now
“ «  to make planting a breeze!

Wheatland | Starbuck
Synergy | Connect

of Agriculture. “We started with a drier fall. We haven’t
got quite as much snowfall throughout the majority of the
winter. I think this last little bit of moisture that we got
over the last couple of weeks of snowfall set some good
moisture into that top soil surface layer, so hopefully we
will get some good germination conditions for the sprmil
Hopefully, we can get some more moisture to replenis|
some of that subsoil moisture in the soil.”

Rosso also pointed to snowpack surveys conducted by
the Water Security Agency, which collected data up to
March 1. Even without taking into account snow that hit
the ground past that point, the southeast corner remained
well-positioned.

“They estimated that the snowpack ranged from well
below normal in some areas of the southwest to above
normal in areas that were west of Saskatoon,” Rosso ex-
plained. “As you move into the eastern part of the prov-
ince, they surveyed and anticipated that the snowpack
was near normal, and then as you move to the northern
part of the province, the snowpack still remained well be-
low normal for what they’re used to in that area. There is
still lots of time going into the growing season to increase
some moisture in that soil.”

Continued on page B7 v=
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Lethbridge-based CAAIN
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project

pushing food traceability boundaries

Plant protein extractor partnering with advanced Saskatchewan farm operation and Calgary Tech Company

The Canadian Agri-Food Automation
and Intelligence Network (CAAIN) re-
cently unveiled the fourth story of an
eight-part series highlighting results of
the AgTech research and innovation proj-
ects it has funded through its 2022 Open
Competition and its Beef and Pork Pri-
mary Processing Automation and Robot-
ics Program.

CAAIN’s mandate from Innovation, Sci-
ence and Economic Development Canada
(ISED) is to fund technological responses
to the most significant opportunities and
challenges facing the nation’s agri-food
producers and primary processors. That
means supporting promising efforts with
the potential to provide economic or en-
vironmental value. The featured stories
demonstrate that CAAIN is doing just
that, as does investing in 35 projects with
a combined total value of approximately
$100 million.

“Today’s consumer is savvy,” explained
Darrell Petras, CAAIN’s CEO. “Quickly
passing are the days when we grabbed
anything off the grocery store shelf with-
out checking the Iabel. Agri-food produc-
tion is increasingly sophisticated, boast-
ing advanced tracking systems that allow
us to know in great deal the content and
provenance of our consumables. That's
why this traceability project drew our at-
tention. It's all about accountability and
consistency.”

The project whose story is being un-
veiled is yet another example of the ex-
traordinary value CAAIN brings to the
Canadian taxpayer by investing in R&D
that will revolutionise the agriculture
and food sectors, in Canada and around
the world. F3: Farm to Factory to Farm: Pea
Protein Quality and Traceability is a $10M
innovation that will receive $3 million in
CAAIN funding over the next three years.
The brainchild of Lethbridge’s PIP Inter-

national, a start-up that is rapidly assum-
ing a leadership role in the vegetable pro-
tein market, this research initiative boasts
a team that includes Calgary-based food-
sector technology developer Provision
Analytics, and Monette Farms, a crop and
cattle enterprise that is headquartered in
Swift Current, Saskatchewan, and oper-
ates tens of thousands of acres in Western
Canada and the United States.

“This project is testament to the en-
trepreneurial spirit and vision of PIP
founder and CEO, Christine Lewington.
Her background in engineering and her
extensive experience in agri-food project
management provide her with unique ex-
pertise that helped convince us this major
investment is one we had to support. The
progress to date has been impressive, and
we feel the eventual finished product will
provide real value to farmers and proces-
sors, regardless of their crop. PIP’s success

Financing and Rent-to-own
are available options when

over its first three years will form a base
on which to build the traceability work,”
says Petras. “What’s extraordinary is that
until four years ago Christine had never
worked in protein extraction or traceabil-
ity. Now, here she is leading the charge in
both areas, spearheading technological
advancements that will benefit us signifi-
cantly in numerous ways. She personifies
the kind of innovation and business acu-
men CAAIN seeks to support.”

The Canadian Agri-Food Automation
and Intelligence Network (CAAIN) is a
not-for-profit company launched in July
2019 with funding of $49.5-million from
the Government of Canada’s Strategic
Innovation Fund, and assistance from Al-
berta Innovates in the form of significant
in-kind contributions. CAAIN drives col-
laborative agri-food technology research
and innovation from coast to coast.

See Page B24 for the project story v=
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Budget delivers record investment in agriculture

Saskatchewan’s ~ 2024-
25 Budget released
Wednesday supports Sas-
katchewan’s  agriculture
industry througi invest-
ments in programming
for producers and agri-
businesses, funding for
agricultural research and
enhancements to crop
insurance. The Ministry
of Agriculture budget is
$570.6 million, a $22.4 mil-
lion increase from the pre-
vious year.

“Our province’s agricul-
ture sector is the backbone
of our economy while
helping to feed the world
through sustainable crop
and livestock produc-
tion,” Agriculture Minis-
ter David Marit said. “Our
investments in this year’s
budget support the con-
tinued  competitiveness
and strength of the sec-
tor.”

This year’s Agriculture
budget includes $431.7
million, an increase of
$23.7 million over last
year, to fund a suite of
federal-provincial risk
management programs,
including Crop Insurance
and AgriStability, through
the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural Partnership.

Crop Insurance premi-
ums and coverage levels

are both down from 2023,
largely due to an average
decrease in insured com-
modity prices. The aver-
age multi-peril coverage
level is $389 per acre and
average premium is $12.71
per acres. Producers’ cov-
erage and premium are
individualized to their
operation, reflecting each
producer’s production re-
cords and claim history.
Introduced for the 2024
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Crop Insurance Program,
Saskatchewan Crop Insur-
ance Corporation’s (SCIC)
weather-based programs
now provide options to
insure intercrops and
additional mixed feed
crops. All weather-based
programs are enhanced
through an added 38
weather stations to SCIC’s
existing network, bring-
ing the total to 224 stations
across the province.

Located just 1.5 hours west of Brandon, Hebert Grain Ventur
Canadian agriculture. Awarded

The budget invests
$89.4 million for a second
year of strategic initiatives
under the Sustainable Ca-
nadian Agricultural Part-
nership, including the
Irrigation ~ Development
and Irrigation Efficiency
programs, to help develop
new irrigated acres and
support improved en-
ergy and water efficiency
of existing systems. Sas-
katchewan has developed

more than 55,000 new irri-
gated acres in the last four
years, well on the way to
the Growth Plan target of
85,000 acres.

The funding for strate-
gic initiatives contains an
investment of more than
$38.0 million for agricul-
tural research, including
support for institutions
that do state-of-the-art re-
search in Saskatchewan,
project funding and pro-
grams that promote the

mplementation of new
tec nologies.

As producers continue
to deal with the effects of

consecutive years of dry
conditions, this year’s
budget also includes a
freeze on the Crown land
grazing rate at 2022 lev-
els. Additionally, pro-
ducers who must reduce
their stocking rates on
Crown grazing land due
to drought will be eligible
for a lease discount.

Despite challenging
weather conditions, Sas-
katchewan producers
harvested more than 31.0
million acres in 2023 and
exported a record $20.2
billion in agri-food prod-
ucts.
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What you will do
We are looking for a full-time Heavy Duty Mechanic or Agriculture Equipment Tech to repair and
maintain our equipment and semi-tractors/trailers. Being a journeyman would be considered
an asset but we are willing to train the right individual. A class 1A license would also be
considered an asset but is not necessary.

What we offer
- Competitive wages, including overtime pay
-Pension and benefits
- Housing and transportation
- Bonus and referral program
-Participation in team building events

modern farms in Canada.
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's committed to advancing the future of
Producer in 2020, HGV is widely considered one of the most
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School and community engage youth in farming

BY EMILY LEESON
FCC

If principal Kevin Van
Lagen (or Mr. VL. as the
students at Altario School
call him) misses a day, he’s
liable to miss a lot.

“I wasn’t there one day,
but the student leaders had
a meeting and apparently
ended up trading four
lambs for six pigs—I came
back the next day and they
said, ‘Hey Mr. V.L., we're
getting pigs!””

And indeed, that's how
decisions for the school
farm typically go. “The
students make a lot of the
choices,” Van Lagen says.

Learning that reflects
agricultural heritage

Altario School in Altario,
Alta., three hours north of
Medicine Hat, isn’t your
run-of-the-mill K-12 rural
school and Van Lagen isn’t
a typical principal. By em-
bracing the agricultural
heritage of the area and
strengthening the school’s
connection to its communi-
ty, Van Lagen is reworking
what rural education can
look like and introducing
students to a world of pos-
sibilities within agriculture.

Today, the school is sig-
nificantly ~different from
how it was when Van La-
gen arrived in 2014. “It's
a strong community and
the school historically had
high academics, but I'd sa
it had fallen on some tougﬁ
times,” he explains. “There
was a lot of turnover. I was
actually the sixth principal
in six years.”

That year, the school had
nine students graduate,
most of whom were head-
ing towards further studies
in agriculture. But when
he asked them what path

Van Lagen is reworking what rural education can look like and intro-

ducing students to a world of possibilities within agriculture.

within agriculture they
were specifically interested
in, many were unaware
of the variety of different
routes they could pursue.

“1 started realizing in
conversations with them
that they really didn’t
know how many possi-
bilities there were,” ex-
plains Van Lagen. “That’s
ultimately where the idea
started to formulate: How
can we show more career
pathways in agriculture to
our students and celebrate
the fact that we are a very
agricultural ~community?
That's our heritage, let’s
embrace it.”

A simple idea leads
to business investment
Without a background
in agriculture himself, Van
Lagen was nonetheless
up for the challenge. “I've
definitely learned a lot in
the last few years,” he says

fTllllllitlitititltetittntt
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with a laugh.

Van Lagen started by
coordinating a few agri-
cultural theme days for
the school and invited lo-
cal speakers and demon-
strations. That spring, he
thought it would be an
interesting idea to raise a
steer as a fundraiser for
the school. “A few parents
suggested, ‘Why not raise
it at the school?”” The local
agricultural society helped
out with funds for a shelter,
and the school put together
a little pen.

“In February of 2019, I
saw an advertisement for a
36’ by 36" barn, so I went to
our school board and said,
‘Do you think you could

buy us a barn?"”

The answer was yes.

“In June, we had an open
house and a barn dance
in our new barn and we
auctioned off one of our
steers,” says Van Lagen.
“We got over $50,000 in do-
nations that night.”

Today, the school farm is
flourishing—in many di-
rections.

“We usually raise tur-
keys and chickens, and we
have laying hens, sheep,
pigs, cow-calf pairs, and
we raise steers,” says Van
Lagen.

Inside a hydroponic food
modular, the students grow
fresh produce year-round.
“We harvest 500 plants a

Saskatchewan agriculture
helps feed the world and helps
fuel our province's growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for
the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk,

MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY
Phone: 306-435-4005

622 Main St.

y

Moosomin, SK -

Dressing

Enhance germination,
vigour and early growth

week—we have a subscrip-
tion model where people
get boxes of produce every
week,” he explains.

Mentors and leaders
optimize and inspire
Mentors from the com-
munity assist with differ-
ent aspects of the farm and
Van Lagen says there’s a
real sense of ownership be-
ing built. The community

is re-invested in the school
and the students are taking
the reins of their own edu-
cation.

Students in grades seven
through 12 can apply to
be farm leaders—respon-
sible for certain strands of
the farm business—and
younger students take part
on a week-by-week basis
doing chores.

Continued on page B17 v
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Q1 2024 Macroeconomic snapshot: Comparing
Canadian and U.S. economic performance

BY KriSHEN RaNGasamy, FCC

While interest rates have gone up at about the same
pace in the U.S. and Canada, the associated drag on the
economy has clearly been more pronounced this side of
the border. Just look at what happened last year as Can-
ada’s GDP growth was restricted to 1.1%, well below the
2.5% growth print stateside. The performance gap was
entirely due to domestic demand, particularly interest-
rate-sensitive components of GDP, namely housing, con-
sumption spending and business investment. And with
rates likely to stay elevated for a while, it's difficult to
see Canada making up lost ground on the U.S. in 2024.
On the plus side, continued U.S. economic expansion
should translate into decent exports for Canadian Ag
producers and food and beverage manufacturers.

Heavier debt service burden in Canada

Nobody should be surprised that high interest rates
bite harder this side of the border. Canadians not only
have higher debt loads than Americans but that debt also
renews more regularly e.g., mortgflage terms in Canada
generally do not exceed 5 years while in the U.S. it’s not
uncommon to find 30-year mortgages. All of that means
that the household debt burden is }%eavier in Canada.

Note that more than 15% of disposable income goes
towards servicing debt in Canada, while in the U.S. the
debt service ratio is less than 10% (Figure 1). The debt
service burden was similar in both countries back in
2005, but since then there’s been a sharp divergence as
the Financial Crisis of 2007 /08 (and resulting collapse of
the U.S. housing market) prompted massive household
deleveraging in America, while Canadians went the oth-
er way, piling on debt in synch with a soaring housing
market.

Household debt service as a share of disposable income, %

Canada ’

/ N
14 I/'\\;"’\‘ \,J\I"/ | .'m";
i)

13 7 |

12 \ — \_,.-'"\/V\ /-\/
" v us.

1991 1995 1999 2003 2007 2011 2015 2019 2023
Figure 1. Americans bear a much smaller

debt service burden than Canadians

This higher sensitivity to interest rates (compared to
Americans) wasn't immediately apparent, but it became
clearer as rates jumped to multi-decade highs in the
post-pandemic era. The surge in rates prompted Cana-
dians to save more (the household savings rate doubled
from about 3% prior to the pandemic to 6.2% at the end
of 2023), contrasting sharply with the observed drop
in the savings rate stateside. And that clearly impacted
spending.

While consumption of services has grown at roughly
similar pace in both countries over the last four years,
outlays on goods have grown five times slower in Can-
ada compared to the U.S. over that period, restrained by
the highly rate sensitive durable goods i.e., long lasting

oods such as automobiles, electronics or appliances
% Figure 2). This is all the more remarkable considering
Canada’s population growth outpaced that of the U.S.
over the period. It should also not come as a surprise
that per capita spending on food in Canada declined in
2023 while food and beverage manufacturers recorded
minimal growth in sales (mostly from strength in a few
export markets).

Real consumption growth last four years %)
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Figure 2. Canadian consumption has under-
performed relative to the U.S. over the last
four years

Below-potential growth
will take steam out of inflation

Looking ahead, Canadian consumption is likely to
continue underperforming relative to the U.S. (although
we're expecting spending growth to moderate stateside
as well due to a low savings rate) as the debt service ra-
tio remains elevated amid upcoming mortgage renew-
als. High housing costs and a weakening labour market

are also expected to challenge the consumer this year.
Another challenge is the expected deceleration in popu-
lation growth. So don’t be surprised if consumer spend-
ing (i.e., 60% of the economy) and, therefore, real GDP
growth tread water again this year.

A second consecutive year of below potential growth
should take care of the inflation problem, although not
as fast as some are expecting. Core inflation, which ex-
cludes volatile items J;nd is a better gauge of underly-
ing price pressures), is heading down, but very slowly
(Figure 3). This persistence in core inflation should not
be surprising though given that wages (a major cost that
some businesses have been passing on to the consumer)
continue to grow well above the pre-pandemic pace. But
the expected loosening of the labour market and accom-
panying rise in the jobless rate should take steam out
of wages later this year and give encouragement to the
central bank that the downtrend in core inflation is sus-
tainable. That will have important implications for inter-
est rates.

Canadian CP, year-over-year % change
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Figure 3. Inflation slowly coming down to-
wards Bank of Canada'’s 2% target.

Implications for interest rates and the dollar

After falling to multi-month lows at the end of 2023,
Government of Canada bond yields are now creeping up
again across the yield curve 2, Figure 4). That, of course,
came courtesy of a string of economic reports that point-
ed to inflation persistence. This persistence prompted
the Bank of Canada (BoC) to adopt a more hawkish
stance than what markets had expected, forcing the lat-
ter to push back expectations of interest rate cuts.

As mentioned above,
wage growth, and there-
fore inflation, will moder-
ate later this year as the
labour market loses steam
in synch with a weakening
economy, but it's a process
that will take time to fully
unfold. So, while bond
yields may rise a bit more
over the near term, the
longer-term  downtrend
will resume as inflation
falls in a more substantial
way later in the year.

Near term yields, which
are tied to the BoC’s over-
night rate, are likely to
remain unchanged = for
now. The central bank re-
iterated its message at its
March meeting that it was

Government of Canada bond yields, %
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"F|gure 4 Canadian yield curve still inverted,
but shifting.

US dollar strength, which has been a feature in global
financial markets since the Federal Reserve started to
raise interest rates back in March 2022, will eventually
fade. And that may happen this year as declining U.S.
inflation allows the Fed to start cutting its funds rate. In
other words, it’s possible for the Canadian dollar to find
some support, even in an environment of sluggish but
positive economic growth.

Summary of forecasts of
key economic variables

The table below summarizes FCC Economics’ outlook
of select economic variables.

as—

: Forecasts of key economic variables.
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not considering interest

rate cuts in light of infla-
tion persistence. In other
words, the already-invert-
ed yield curve could get
even more inverted over
the near term i.e., near
term rates stay unchanged
while long rates fall. But
once the central bank is
convinced that the down-
ward trend in inflation is
sustainable and starts cut-
ting rates in the second
half of 2024 - we currently
anticipate a total of 3 rate
cuts of 25 bps by end of
the year -, look for the
yield curve to become less
inverted, en route to re-
turning to its normal posi-
tive slope. (See Figure 4.)

Given this outlook on
interest rates, as well as
forecasts of soft com-
modity prices amid weak
world GDP growth, one
might think that 2024 will
be another difficult year
for the Canadian dollar.
There’s, however, one fac-
tor that could allow the
loonie to defy the odds.
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FAO food price index
(2014 - 2016 = 100)
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Figure 1: FAO food price index and food insecure world population

Canada

BY Isaac KWARTENG,
SeniorR Economist aT FCC

Global food security has been a crucial
issue in recent years amid world conflicts,
climate change, supply chain disruptions
and economic shocks which have all con-
tributed to high food inflation. The latter,
while coming down in recent months,
remains elevated due to very low global
food stocks relative to usage. Canada has
the capabilities to further enhance global
food security via technical assistance to
food insecure countries and more direct-
ly by increasing its own food production
available to world markets. We estimate
that returning the currently depressed
global grains stock-to-use ratio to the 2016-
17 peak is consistent with a 6% increase in
global production, which Canada could be
a major contributor towards by rekindling
productivity growth in agriculture.

How do we define food security?

Food security refers to adequate physi-
cal and economic access to quality, safe
and nutritious food. Food security has
been declining since 2018 due to multiple
factors: growing economic inequalities,
extreme weather conditions, and the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Russia’s war against
Ukraine has turned a problem into a cri-
sis as it has escalated food, fertilizer, and
energy prices. The FAO food price index

's role Iin

(FPI) was stable between 2015 and 2020,
spiking to record levels in 2022, before
moderating in 2023, albeit at a higher
level than was observed historically (Fig-
ure 1). The inflation led to unprecedented
levels of severely food insecure people in
the world: it is estimated that nearly one
billion people are severely food insecure,
corresponding to about 11% of the world
population.

Grain stocks-to-use
ratios continue to decline

Rising global food insecurity has coin-
cided with declining stocks-to-use ratios
of major agricultural staples. A stocks-to-
use ratio illustrates the balance between
supply and demand of a given commod-
ity. Stocks remain a very important buffer
in global markets, cushioning the impacts
on market prices caused by production
shocks. In the event of production short-
falls, available stocks can help mitigate
price hikes and moderate adverse impacts
on food security.

Despite a 2% projected increase in an-
nual production of total grains (wheat
and coarse grains) to 2.3 billion tonnes in
2023/24 (a record level), the global stock-
to-use ratio is expected to decline to about
13 weeks of food supply, the lowest in a
decade (Figure 2).

Continued on Page B8 v
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SOUTHWEST BULL
DEVELOPMENT GCENTRE

Saturday, April 13, 20

Complimentary Beef on a Bun @ 12pm
Video Sale starting @ 1pm

@ Batho Farms I1d.

3 3/4 miles south of Oak Lake, MB
on Lansdowne Road
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@ www.buyagro.com
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global food security

ALL YOUR FARMING/RANCHING

* Wrangler & Berne Work Wear & Clothing for Men, Women & Children
¢ STS Ranch Wear

* Dog Food & Accessories

* Dog Grooming

* Basic Tack

* Hooey Products coming soon!

508 Ellice St. | Moosomin, SK

306-435-6902

Follow us on Facehook

BUSINESS HOURS
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

PRAIRIE LIVESTOCK

LIVESTOCK DEALERS AND ORDER BUYERS

We will buy your
cattle direct off farm

L

One of the biggest licensed bonded order
buyers in Canada.

Respected and trusted for 40 years
Customers across Canada and the U.S.

giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all
qualities and classes of cattle

Never charge selling fees, which means more
profit per head (up to $25/head over selling
at Auction)

Same day payment

To find out what your cattle are worth and to book
them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:

Jason: 306-435-7767
John: 306-434-7778

Matt: 306-728-1582
Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin
on Hwy #1

Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)
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Soil conditions good leading into seeding
Area producers gearing up for a busy season

v Continued from front

“We're still trending a little bit into to the drier con-
ditions, but hopefully, with some good moisture in the
spring, we can start to replenish some of those moisture
losses that we’ve seen over the last couple years,” she
concluded.

In Rocanville, they're pleased to see the recent snow
and confident the added moisture will soak in nicely.

“With the last two snow storms we had, I believe we're
sitting pretty good for moisture conditions—better than
other areas I've heard of,” commented Rylar Hutchinson.
“That last dump of snow we had was more than we had
all winter. Even driving down the roads, looking into the
fields, you can see water laying around just from the nice
days we've had after those snow storms.”

It would be great to custom-order weather conditions,
but therein lies the big gamble with farming: nine inches
of topsoil and the fact that it rains sometimes.

“In a perfect world, if Mother Nature would keep giv-
ing us warm temperatures, the snow we have wouldn’t
take long to melt away,” Hutchinson said. “A good week
or two would be nice, then come April instead of a sur-
prise snow storm, keep those warmer days, but bring
us some nice rain. A nice rain would help bring the frost
out of the ground and give the spring colors a jump! But
Mother Nature does her own thing—we’re on her clock!”

Kevin Hrushka, who farms in the Gerald area, agrees
that conditions are prime but also wonders what the tail
end of an El Nifio winter will bring.

“I would say moisture conditions in our area are excel-
lent; ideal. I do believe that all the way to the U.S. bor-
der, moisture conditions are very good. There’s still some
snow cover, ditches have water, you can see there’s pud-
dles sitting in the field, so germination is inevitable,” he
said. “Now being that it’s an El Nifio year, people might
anticipate or expect or hope to get seeding early. My ex-
periences is an El Nifio year also might mean some weird
storms. I expect a big storm end of April, beginning of
May, but how can you predict the weatﬁer?”

Of course, once crops are planted, those lucrative ‘time-
ly rains’ are the next ingredient to success. While some
tﬁink we're in the midst of more damp years in relation to
the wet/dry cycle, one group believes being proactive on
drought conditions ought to be considered regardless of
our place on the bell curve.

The Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatch-
ewan recently announced their call for a provincial
drought preparedness committee in the vein of better risk
management.

“It’s all part of APAS’ new directive with their new gen-
eral manager; to be more proactive than reactive,” said
Trevor Green, Moosomin area farmer and APAS represen-
tative. “Previously in agriculture, we’ve always waited
for the disaster to happen and then reacted to it.”

Through key points of early warning, resource alloca-
tion, stakeholder engagement and long-term planning,
APAS is confident that such a committee would better
prepare for and navigate such disasters.

“The impact of drought on our province’s agriculture
sector can be devastating, affecting farmers and ranchers,
our rural communities and the overall economy,” said Ian
Boxall, APAS president. “The recent increase in frequency
and severity of drought events underscores the pressing
need for immediate action to better prepare for these chal-
lenges.”

Even in those drought years, decent production is still
possible with a little science at hand.

“A couple years ago, we were fairly dry this way and
even last year wasn’t great,” Green said. “In the cattle
world, the hay and the pasture land kind of suffered last
year, but there was enough moisture for the crops to grow
decent. I think a lot of that is due to the new varieties that
are out there. If we had the same seed varieties as we had
even 10 years ago and grew them last year, we wouldn’t
have anywhere near the crops up in the Moosomin area.”

Those new seed varieties Green spoke of also have
greater effects beyond a decent-yielding crop.

“There’s a lot to be said about the dollars that are spent
on research and development of new varieties and new
ways of doing things,” he said. “It's made us more com-
petitive on the world market and probably kept a lot of
farms in business.”

Getting ready to seed

With a lot of area producers eyeing that end of April
target to get machinery in the field, this is the season of
preparation work. Digging cultivators out of snowbanks
and bringing those units in for servicing; all the while
trying to predict which part is going to inexplicably fail
three hours into those initial days of seeding ... if a person
doesn’t spend those first hours pulling equipment out a
of a surprise muddy sinkhole, that is!

The crew at Hebert Grain Ventures in Moosomin is
looking forward to a ‘more traditional” start date as Jeff
Warkentin explained the last couple of years saw seeding
begin mid-May.

“We've got our fertilizer and seed positioned, and
chemicals. We're just making sure we double check in
that we've got everything ready to go here,” he said. “It's
a large logistical task to get everything to the field. We
budget for 21 days of seeding, so we have to move a lot of
product and we have to do it efficiently.”

There’s a short window where off-season work can take
place, and it’s often a race to get everything completed on

Kevin Weedmark photo

Crops maturing in the Moosomin region during a previous growing season.

the checklist before factors such as road bans come into
effect.

“For us, we've been busy at trying to get some grain
shipped out before it gets really busy,” said Hutchinson.
“With these snow storms and up and down temperatures,
it’s really made our gravel roads soft enough where the
RM has been closing some. Then the spring weights came
into effect earlier than the set date, so it’s been a challenge
in that department.”

One producer who gets to hear all about rural road con-
ditions is Atwater/Stockholm area farmer Blake Duchek.
From his perspective as Councillor for the RM of Fertile
Belt, he noted the roads are fairly decent in his area, con-
sidering the amount of grain hauling traffic.

“If you're booked in to the crusher’s and you don’t haul
in on your scheduled days, you might not get back in for
another month,” he said. “You have to take those loads.”

Duchek has been quite busy through the winter, high-
lighted by an earlier receipt of fertilizer that helped get a
jump on things.

“We were busy right up to the end of to December do-
ing fieldwork like burying stone piles and bush piles,”
he said, adding that seeding could be a month away. “It
creeps up on a person.”

Green echoed the sentiment of how the busy season
tends to arrive at a surprising rate.

“Most of the drills are still buried in snow, and then all
of a sudden, you got two weeks to work on them and get
them ready for next year,” he said. “Then you're going, so
it all happens pretty quick.”

Challenges facing producers

It is amazing how conflicts in countries thousands of
miles away can affect local producers so drastically. One
example is the Russian invasion of Ukraine that began in
February, 2022, setting off an immediate disruption to the
global wheat market, affecting food prices and food secu-
rity around the world.

“Our biggest concern right now is that wheat market,”
said John Van Eaton, who farms near Maryfield. “We're
probably like a lot of other producers, we're looking at
other crops we can substitute for wheat. There is a theory
that when everyone’s running away from the fire, you
should run towards it, but I'm not sure how fast we're
going to run towards the fire.”

He sees Russia’s wheat dump as a way to finance their
war, but if that technique positively affects their economy
is the real head-scratcher.

“I don’t know that they lay awake at night and worry
about how cheaply they’re selling the wheat,” Van Eaton
said. “They’re just trying to generate cash.”

Duchek also pointed to the conflict as a huge factor in
low wheat prices. He explained that when the war first
started, the price of grain shot up as shipping on the Black
Sea halted. Instability in that shipping region translated
into spikes and valleys in terms of grain prices.

“It seems that the shipping is restricted,” Duchek said.
“The price is still staying down because there’s so much
grain—they can buy grain anywhere.”

Another huge challenge facing producers—one that
just seems to linger like a nasty stink—is the federal car-
bon tax. In fact, the most common response when the
topic was broached with producers was “don’t get me
started!”

“I think the biggest challenge to our industry and oth-
ers—and the general public as well—is that absolute ri-
diculous idea that taxing everything that moves or that
everybody touches on the continent—or at least in our
country—with a carbon tax: expecting that not to cause
inflation is faulty thinking,” said Van Eaton.

‘So what are you seeding this year?’
Given what the weather and the world is doing, the
general consensus between producers was to continue

with those tried and true crops that continually perform.

“We have no big plans to change anything up,”stated
Hruska. “We're always experimenting with varieties and
different things, we have the odd thing we're testing, but
our farm doesn’t make big maverick moves. If we make
big maverick moves, we make big mistakes. So we make
slow incremental change on our farm.”

On their 53,000 acres, Hrushka plans to seed half wheat
and half canola, humbly noting “we’re just your typical
family farm.”

Hutchinson also plans to continue with a wheat/ canola
rotation, which has been the same strategy for several

ears.
Y “Nothing has changed as of now, but hopefully into the
near future, we might add a third rotation to help with
preventing unwanted diseases and help with putting cer-
tain nutrients back into the soil,” he said.

With canola prices looking better, those intense yellow
blooms will continue their reign over the Saskatchewan
landscape.

“Canola is back into a profitable position; the cereal
grains are going to be a little tighter,” noted Warkentin.
“The crush capacity that the domestic crush market has,
has been about one dollar a bushel over the export mar-
ket, so the more capacity we can get in Saskatchewan, the
better. Pretty much all our canola production has been go-
ing into the domestic crush market.”

All things considered, Warkentin doesn’t expect the
growing season to be a breeze by any stretch.

“It’s going to test our management skills this year,” he
said. “We've got to pay a little more attention than we
have the last couple of years, to be honest.”

Should those warm spring days be delayed, Schatz
Leeds reminded that wheat can generally take a cooler
seeding temperature—even if that soil is around five de-
grees. This early seeding opportunity allows for the po-
tential of higher yields as well. Another perennial favorite
in the region is barley, according to Schatz Leeds, but she
says there’s also still room for producers to consider more
pulse crops.

“I would like to maybe see a few more pulses in our
rotation,” she said. “Pea is the best pulse that we could
grow, but again, sometimes they don’t like really wet
summers, they can be prone to disease and they’re slow.”

One point Schatz Leeds made for peas is how beneficial
they are for the ground, creating an extremely healthy soil
biome.

“They’re just not super popular, and I can understand
why,” she said after a general “pros and cons’ comparison.

While not a pulse crop, Duchek noted having experi-
ence with growing soybeans, which seemed to yield bet-
ter in wet years. In fact, the area enjoyed somewhat of a
soybean boom for a short time, but as Duchek said, “now
you hardly see soybeans around here.”

He’s also in favour of staying with stability going into
seeding, but will be tweaking his wheat choices.

“Prices have been going down, we are switching some
of our cereal acres out,” he said. “Instead of hard red
spring, we're going to durum, there’s a few guys growing
it for the last four or five years.”

The switch from wheat favoured for bread to that used
in pasta may not be permanent, but drawing from Duch-
ek’s soybean experience with regards to weather, durum
might be a good ‘for now” alternative.

“If it stays drier, we'll see some increased acres for a few
years, but once we get back into our normal precipitation,
we'll probably go away from it,” he remarked. “We've
tried canary seed, yellow mustard, but all those niche
crops you don’t want to put big acres in just because the
market is so volatile.”

Farming has got to be one of the most risky occupations
around, and given all the pressures of ever-rising input
costs for an uncertain outcome, we've really got to tip our
hats to those fine folks who feed the world.
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Canada’s role in global food security
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Production potential is curbed by un-
favourable weather conditions in some
major grain producing countries and
Russia’s war in Ukraine. Global demand
is still robust and China’s increased pur-
chases of wheat and corn contribute a ma-
jor way to the tightening stocks. As a mea-
sure to promote its domestic food security
buffer, China’s stocks are largely under
government control and isolated from
global markets. Excluding stocks held in
China, the global stocks-to-use-ratio is
even tighter at just 8 weeks of supply, the
lowest in more than 10 years.

Canada’s contribution
to global food security

The relative tightness of global grain
stocks, coupled with possible future dis-
ruptions in supply suggests that food
prices are likely to remain volatile. Hence,
the need to boost agricultural productiv-
ity to increase supplies, lower food prices
and improve global food security.

To quantify the effects of a declining
stocks-to-use ratio (SU), we examine its
relationship with the food price index
(EPI). Not surprisingly, low stocks are as-
sociated with high prices. We use this re-
lationship to estimate the impact of Can-
ada’s production on global stocks-to-use
and food price index.

At the current level of the world’s annu-
al grain consumption (2.3 billion tonnes)
and SU of 13 weeks, global crop produc-
tion would need to increase by 130 mil-
lion tonnes to attain the SU of 16 weeks
achieved in 2016/17. This calls for an
increase in global production to replen-
ish stocks and higher exports to meet the
robust food demand. A collective effort
from all the major grain producing coun-
tries by way of increased productivity
and technical assistance to food insecure
countries will support the attainment of
this goal, which could take years of pro-
ductivity gains.

To achieve this goal, global production
would have to increase roughly 6%. Cana-
da’s share of the additional global produc-

tion would be 18 million tonnes or 28%
growth over the next decade. This is a tall
task and would require major productiv-
ity gains in the agricultural industry. Can-
ada’s share of global crop exports would
then rise from 8% to over 11%. As a result,
global food prices would be around 7%
lower, everything else being equal. This
would also potentially reduce the number
of food insecure people by nearly 350 mil-
lion (36% below current levels).

Canada is a key player
in world fertilizer market

One major area where Canada can sup-
port productivity gains in the agricultural
sector worldwide is by leveraging its sta-
tus as a fertilizer producing powerhouse.
Fertilizer can play a crucial role in address-
ing global food security concerns because
it plays an essential role in replenishing
soil nutrients to increase crop yields.

Potash is a crucial crop nutrient, a
source of potassium that helps crops such
as corn and soybean increase their yields.
Alongside phosphate and nitrogen, they
are the foundation of modern fertilizers.
Canada is the world’s largest producer
and exporter of potash, accounting for
about 45 per cent of global reserves esti-
mated to be over a billion tonnes. Russia’s
war against Ukraine has provided Cana-
dian potash producers a unique opportu-
nity to increase their market share. Can-
ada became the world’s second-largest
exporter of fertilizer in 2022, more than
doubling export value from a year prior
(Figure 3).

Canada can take a leadership
role in addressing food security
Canada’s endowment of arable land
and water, combined with advanced pro-
duction technology and knowledge posi-
tion the country to be an even more prom-
inent leader and supplier of reliable, safe
and sustainably produced food. Ongoing
threats to global food security present
Canada with an opportunity to strength-
en its food superpower status by boosting
productivity while supporting the world
food program.
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Spring on the farm brings new life,
new growth, and renewed optimism.

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

1-866-249-4697 « www.drrobertkitchen.ca
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$2,000
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Innovative new crop protection
developed with USask research

University of Saskatchewan (USask) researchers are helping protect crops using
biologicals as an ecofriendly alternative to synthetic chemicals and GMO solutions.

Two USask scientists
were instrumental in de-
veloping an innovative,
biological crop protection
that will be used by grow-
ers for the first time this
spring.

Professors emeritus Dr.
Vladimir Vujanovic (PhD)
and Dr. James Germida
(PhD) with the College
of Agriculture and Biore-
sources worked with US-
ask to patent and license
their invention based on
the recent discovery of us-
ing microbes for protect-
ing crops and promoting
growth at the seed stage.

Germida and  Vuja-
novic’s research into bio-
logical-based defences for
crops has led to the cre-
ation of a new bionemati-
cide—a pesticide created
from biological sources
for battling plant parasitic
nematodes and protecting
crops.

“Living  micro-organ-
isms can target an insect
or a microbial pathogen
in a number of differ-
ent ways,” Germida said.
“With biologicals, because
they become associated
with the plant and the
plant’s microbiome, they
become a member of that
community during the life
cycle of the host plant . . .
The biological is there and
ready to react.”

Building on the aca-
demic research started at
USask, scientists at Indigo
Ag have developed and
launched a new bionema-
ticide product to support
growers and protect their

crops.
Indigo Ag’s biotrinsic®
715 was commercially

launched in August 2023
and is available for farm-
ers to begin using in the
2024 planting season on
soybeans and corn. Per
Indigo Ag’s press release,
the new bionematicide not
only helps defend plants
from harmful nematodes
but also improved the
yields of row crops includ-
ing soybean, corn, cereals,
and legumes in testing.
Z15 is applied to crop
seeds before they are
planted and works to fend
off problematic nematodes

GRAIN MILLERS

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.
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Two USask scientists were instrumental in developlng an |nnovat|ve
biological crop protection that will be used by growers for the first time

this spring.

and reduce their ability to
reproduce.

“Despite the fact that
there are several nema-
ticide products avail-
able—both synthetic and
biological—soybean  cyst
nematodes continue to
spread geographically, and
the economic losses are
increasing. Soybean cyst
nematodes alone cause
an estimated $1.5 billion
in crop losses in the U.S.
Farmers need new prod-
ucts that are effective in
combating these pests.

¥

""As we head into the growing season,) Ilwish|all|
of our producers a safe and|successfuljyear.

biotrinsic® Z15 combines
multiple defense and pro-
tective actions, providing
an effective new choice
for farmers,” said Georg
Goeres, global head of bio-
logicals for Indigo Ag.
Vujanovic said his re-
search focuses on micro-
organisms that have the
potential to increase the vi-
tality of seeds. He stressed
the value of using natu-
rally occurring biologicals
to defend crops and said
research into beneficial
plant micro-organisms

-

Agriculture is the'heartbeat/of our/provinceland;the
backbone/of,ourleconomy.

OATS/FEED GRAINS: 306.786.4682

FLAX: 306.933.4644

OTHER GRAINS: 952.983.1269
grainmillers.com | 800.328.5188

w Warren Kaeding PAg.
MLA MELVILE-SALTCOATS
CONSTITUENCY
Phone: 306-728-3881
warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net
www.warrenkaedingmla.ca

Photo by Gloria Gingera

continues to bear fruit as
new biological protections
are discovered.

He highlighted the im-
portance of collaboration
combining different areas
of  research—Vujanovic
with more of a focus on
plant and food microbiol-
ogy and Germida on soil
microbiology—to develop
new ways to protect crops.

“It is so critical that we
should not just continue
to combine our traditional
with modern approaches
in science . . . we have to

discover integrative sci-
entific strategies to meet
sustainable  agriculture
standards that are more
safe, secure, and more ef-
ficient,” Vujanovic said.
According to Germida,
using microbial inocu-
lants is a solution that has
existed for many decades.
But researchers continue
to find new organisms
with new applications,
and Germida said that can
lead to the possibility of
new and better products
like biotrinsic® Z15.
“Some of the newer
technologies are focused
on organisms that are
yet to be discovered, and
their benefits are yet to be
identified,” Germida said.
“Anything that we can do
to increase food produc-
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tion and protect plants .

. is just a real benefit for
society.”

As Indigo Ag provides
growers with biotrinsic®
Z15 to go into the ground
this spring, Vujanovic said
he is “extremely pleased”
to see the results of their
research going to the farm-
ers.

“The role of academia is
to ensure the future,” he
said. “When we are talk-
ing about the future we are
talking about food securi-
ty, we are talking about cli-
mate change . . . if we have
more safety products and
as human beings we con-
tinue to do something for
the well- -being of society, it
definitely is our role, and
it's rewarding for any sci-
entist, including myself.”
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Boundary Trucking LTD

Grain & Fertilizer Transport
RANDAL FATTEICHER

Bus. Cell: 306-496-7828

Cell: 306-743-7828

boundary trucking@sasktel.net

BIG DOG SEEDS INC.

OXBOW, SK

SPRING WHEAT:

AAC Starbuck VB

Overdrive
FLAX: CDC Rowland

OAC Prudence

AAC Brandon, AAC Alida VB, AAC Leroy VB,

WINTER WHEAT: AAC Wildfire, AAC

PEAS: CDC Forest, CDC Tollefson
LENTILS: CDC Simmie CL
CONVENTIONAL SOYBEANS:

(Non GMO, not glyphosate tolerant)

Dealer for Brett Young Seeds &
Cover Crops Canada

bigdog.farm@sasktel.net

306.483.2963

BUILT ON FARMER

~ Crop Science Team is here to he|pyou with any agronomy
queshons you may have so you can get the best return on your

We Purc‘hasle.:

Oats ¢ Flax ¢ Barley
Wheat ¢ Other Grains
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Call Bill for a EREE Esti
306.408.00!

walleye.interi

Shops * Slab On Grade ¢+ Bin Pads
~ Sidewalks ¢ Grade Beams

 306-434-9001

Building a
new home or
| remodelling an
existing home?

We wire for Satellite TV,
| High Definition TV, Home Theatre, §
‘In-Ceiling Audio and Surveillance Systems!

CALL WAYNE OR JOHN AT

Glasser’s TV Service
MOOSOMIN, SK * 306-435-3040
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Spray Foam
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& Coatings

306.434.9001

copperridgeinc.com
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BORDERLAND CO-OP
HOME CENTRE

1100 PARK AVE. *MOOSOMIN + (306) 435-2642

GARAGE & HOUSE PACKAGES
LAWN & GARDEN

* PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES
HOME CENTRE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
ALL YOUR HOME DECORATING & RENOVATING NEEDS.

CRUSHRITE
CONCRETE (2008) LTD.
FREE QUOTES
SAND/GRAVEL
ICF FORMING (STYROFOAM)
TREVOR TOPINKA
1-306-435-3860 ¢ 1-800-300-7776
Cell: 1-306-434-7184
Cook Road * Moosomin, SK ¢ SOG 3NO

Fuillone

WE'VE GOT THE LARGEST
SELECTION IN SW
MANITOBA OF HARDWOOD
AND LAMINATE FLOORING

DISCOUNT
CENTRE

Tarkett

Professional
Installation Available.

ROCOCO consTrucTion

GENERAL CONTRACTING
KENOSEE LAKE, SK.

Resijdential &

© _Phone: 306-961-418

We have

ROOM

for you!

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Call 306-435-2445 to claim this space.

%  Mario Z

CONSTRUCTION

Home Renovations

<

Mario Zavala - 306.434.0213

mariozconstruction18@gmail.com

Box 1315 Moosomin, SK SOG 3NO

Follow us on Facebook £3

Interior & Exterior Finishing

Shingles  Drywall  Painting

/ eé"ﬂn

—

Type: Bungalow
Sq. Ft.: 1,838
Crawlspace
Garage: 2+ Car

— =Y

Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2.5
House Width: 84’
House Depth: 52

fir © %

SOUTH PRAIRIE

DESIGN | CABINETS | PROPERTIES

House Plan provided by
South Prairie Design
www.southprairiedesign.com
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FlatLand

@r?g}s:am Momber LENNOXD

712 Lalonde St.,

e Shop: (306) 735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca
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INSULATION SYSTEM

Don’t
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Prairie Insulation
(306) 532-4294 or (306) 435-7778

b
Lee’s Carpet Warehouse
613 Gordon Street
Moosomin, SK
+ All types of flooring
« Full-line of Benjamin
Moore paint
« KitchenCraft kitchens

306-435-3906
leescarpet@sasktel.net

+ Formica * Arborite + Pionite + Granite & Quartz
« Custom Countertops
+ Manufacturing Custom Cabinet Doors

www.elkhornwoodworks.com ® elkhornwws@gmail.com

204-851-2923

LAWREN(CE |
e

Handyman Service | nswrarcesss wosomen
Bringing Your Ideas To Life Proutly Serving)

306-434-6485 | musominaihocanvie

- Full Exterior Renos - Maintenance

- Kitchen

- Full Interior Renos - Siding, Soffit& - Back Splashes

- Custom Decks Fascia - Basement

- Drywall Painting - Tile, Laminate, - Development

- Commercial - Hardwood - Custom Showers
AND MUCH MORE!

[aadilly wonk af compediiie price
Complete
Electrical Services

Mooso: SK ¢ 306-435-3954
tomselectric@sasktel.net

fUCKENEEGr

CONTRACTING INC

Offering residential, commercial
and agricultural electrical installations
Call or text for a FREE quote
306-434-0234
tom @tuckenergy.ca
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM f(©)

mAL YOUR LOCAL
I IVARF. -2

More than just metal! DEALER

= om
For all your Rocanville, SK
home building

needs contact: 3 06'64 5 '2 0 50

*SPRAYFOAM
-BATTING

*BLOW-IN

*THERMAL CAMERA
*INSULATION REMOVAL

IFM|

INSULATION

DANKLIEVER | CURTIS WOLTERS

204-851-6120
FIRSTMATELTD@OUTLOOK.COM

serving residential, agricultural,
commercial, and industrial needs.

204-556-2672

* Lumber * Decking gles * Windows

* Insulation * Flooring * Paint & More!
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(Cornucopia
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April 26 - 27, 2024} Mon) - Fri: 9)-11/ sansj -s)
Flll:l:‘cnﬂeejlilﬁnndlesjInrfnmepnnng]penlngJ
Pot & Basket Stutfers, Bedding Plants, Herhs, Baskets,
Vegetable Plants, Perennials, Climbing Vines, House Plants,
Succulents, Garden Seeds, Fertilizer, Soil,
Pots and Trees & Shrubs.

Email to get your FREE Greenhouse Catalogue!

Cornucopia Country Grocery

® Our own fresh vegetables, weekly veggie box. 2"“‘8 ILOIII‘: il

* Prarie products: Eggs, Cheese, Butter, Ice Cream, Honey, I
Flour. Thursday-Saturday

* Frozen Beef, Pork, Chicken & Bison 10 am - 5:00 pm

* fresh Baking on Fridays at noon.

www.cornucopiagardens.ca @

Call/Text 306-434-8400 | info@cornucopiagardens.ca | 2 miles south of Rocanville on #8 nghway

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

)

Universe Satellite
Sales Ltd

Is proud to announce the

ARCTIC CAT
Build a better tomorrow. G HEE N TAG
SALES EVENT!

We make it last

Join us to engineer tomorrow’s farming

WE HAVE A GOOD SELECTION FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!
vaderstad.com/ca-en/careers GIVE UNIVERSE SATELLITE SALES LTD. A CALL AT 306-645-2669 OR
CHECK OUT THE UNITS IN PERSON IN ROCANVILLE, SK
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Saskatchewan
Annual % changs in cultivated farmland valuss

18.7%

Cultivated Land
Saskatchewan farmilend regions
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Sask leads increase in farmland values at
15.7 per cent, Manitoba up 11.1 per cent

BY RyaN KiEDROWSKI
LocAL JourRNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Land continues to rise in value according to the latest
numbers from Farm Credit Canada. Their findings not-
ed the value of farmland across Canada as climbing by
11.5 per cent last year, with Saskatchewan in particular
leading the country with a 15.7 per cent increase in 2023.

The highest average provincial increases in farmland
values were observed in Saskatchewan, Quebec, Mani-
toba and Ontario, with double-digit average increases of
15.7,13.3, 11.1 and 10.7 per cent, respectively.

“Farmland prices have continued to increase at a rapid
pace over the last couple of years, even when economic
conditions suggested the growth should slow,” said J.P.
Gervais, FCC’s chief economist.

Other provinces marking average increases (but below
the national average) were Nova Scotia (7.8 per cent),
Prince Edward Island (7.4 per cent), Alberta (6.5 per
cent) and New Brunswick (5.6 per cent). British Colum-
bia recorded a 3.1 per cent decline in 2023, but retains

bragging rights as having the highest farmland values
on average.

“The good news is that farmland value increases re-
flect a positive outlook for the demand of agriculture
commodities and the quality food we produce in Cana-

Glasser’s

TV SERVICE

da,” Gervais said. “Producers have a long track record of
making strategic investments in land. These long-term
investments in food production have spurred growth
and create a bright future for Canada’s agriculture and
food industry.”

So what’s driving those prices up year over year?
Some say it’s a simple supply and demand scenario.

“The supply is limited compared to the demand, and
so when you get that demand/supply curve in that
direction, that means traditionally prices go up,” said
Ken Gurney, a senior appraiser with FCC based in Leth-
bridge. “If you're the one that has the land and are sell-
ing, then it is a good position to be in.”

With those land values increasing, equity in land hold-
ings follows—making for a prime seller’s market.

“But on the flip side are young farmers or the smaller
people that are trying to expand their operations,” Gur-
ney noted. “Often that can be a real barrier to get over,
the price of land.”

Whether the trend will continue this year is anybody’s
guess as even the 2023 numbers were somewhat of a sur-
prise given conditions at the beginning of that year.

“We came into the year with headwinds—the interest
rates climb dramatically, compared to historic and then
we had weather issues, lack of moisture, we had com-

Monday - Saturday
Moosomin, SK |
www.glass

modity prices dropping, and we still had increases in
land values,” Gurney said. “So looking into 2024, who
knows where we're going because we're still kind of in
that same boat right at the moment.”

A constant theme spanning generations is the tenacity
of producers across tll;)e province.

“The one thing I've learned over the years is farmers
are a very resilient bunch of people,” Gurney said.

Gervais echoed that sentiment, adding that a note of
caution remains evident when comparing numbers over
the past several months.

“Purchasing land in the year ahead will come with
careful consideration of the price and timing,” he said.
“Some operations will prefer to wait and see where land
values will settle while others may move more quickly
should adjacent land become available, or simply be-
cause it fits their strategic business plans.”

The FCC noticed a slight decline in farmland trans-
actions in 2023 as compared to the year previous—an
example of lowered confidence in the overall economic
climate.

“The expectation of weaker farm revenues and el-
evated borrowing costs and input prices are expected
to stretch out this cautious environment for farmland
transactions into 2024,” according to Gervais.

www.facebook.com/glasserstv

:9a.m.-5:30p.m. |
(306) 435-3040( ..
erstv.com NS

We do Security Instalils for

Farm,

Please call for a consultation
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Souris River

Watershed District
_——v-—

FUNDING AVALIABLE FOR SOIL
AND WATER CONSERVATION

« WATER RETENTION
« COVER CROPS
e NITROGEN MANAGEMENT

« ALTERNATIVE WATERING SYSTEMS

¢« SHELTERBELTS
*« ROTATIONAL GRAZING

*« INCENTIVE PROGRAMS FOR WETLANDS, UPLAND,
AND RIPARIAN AREAS

* FORAGE ESTABLISHMENT

« EDUCATION FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS
& DAYCARES

*« AND MORE!

APPLY TODAY!

RESTON
204-877-3020

DELORAINE
204-747-2530

SRWD.CA
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Government supports irrigation
development in Saskatchewan

BY JAMIE SHANKS, AGRICULTURE

The Government of Saskatchewan has
announced more than $19 million to en-
sure the continued success of irrigation
districts in the province.

The funding will help to sustain ir-
rigation infrastructure formerly owned
by government and support future de-
velopment opportunities. This includes
pumps, pipes, canals and associated wa-
ter management infrastructure.

“This announcement reaffirms the gov-
ernment’s commitment to supporting ir-
rigation within Saskatchewan,” Agricul-
ture Minister David Marit said. “More
than 55,000 acres of irrigation were de-
veloped between 2020 and 2023, and this
investment will help keep this infrastruc-
ture working and help our producers for
years to come. These funding agreements
will also help us reach our Growth Plan
target of 45 million metric tonnes of crop
produced by 2030.”

Irrigation allows more diverse crops
to be grown and increases the number of
livestock that can be supported. It is also
important for diversifying rural econo-
mies and stabilizing crop production
with a consistent source of moisture.

“This support from the provincial government will go
along way to ensuring the continued success of irrigation
projects for our members,” Irrigation Saskatchewan'’s co-

chair Aaron Gray said. “The future of our agriculture
industry and producers is closely tied to water resource
management, and infrastructure management is critical
to our ongoing efforts to meet those long-term needs.”
The Government of Saskatchewan is committed to cre-

ating more irrigated acres and supports
irrigation in the province through the Ir-
rigation Rehabilitation Program, the Ir-
rigation Development Program and the
Irrigation Efficiency Program.

The six irrigation districts that will re-
ceive this Irrigation Rehabilitation Pro-
gram funding are:

¢ Luck Lake Irrigation District, to re-
ceive up to $3.8 million over five years.

e South Saskatchewan Irrigation Dis-
trict, to receive up to $9.5 million over
five years.

e Riverhurst Irrigation District, to re-
ceive up to $3.8 million over five years.

® Moon Lake Irrigation District, to re-
ceive up to $159,005 over five years.

e Grainland Lake District, to receive
up to $441,180 over five years.

® Miry Creek Irrigation District, to re-
ceive up to $153,710 over five years.

The Miry Creek Irrigation District will
also receive a one-time payment of $1.3
million from the ministry to repair the
water intake portion of their pumping
system as part of the asset transfer agree-
ment.

Previously, Luck Lake Irrigation Dis-
trict, South Saskatchewan Irrigation District, Riverhurst
Irrigation District, and Moon Lake Irrigation District
were part of five-year funding agreements.

Creating food and economic security
for a stronger Saskatchewan

BY PATRICK BOYLE, WATER SECURITY AGENCY

Last week, Premier Scott Moe announced the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan is moving forward with construct-
ing the early works of the first 90,000 acres of the Lake
Diefenbaker Irrigation Project. The total cost is estimated
to be $1.15 billion which will be shared between the pro-
vincial government and producers who choose to partici-
pate in the project.

“Our government is happy to take the first major step
in creating the most sustainable food and economic secu-
rity project in Canada which will create major benefits for
generations,” Moe said. “Saskatchewan can be a leader
across the country and move this project forward which
will provide billions in economic benefits and thousands
of jobs.”

The engineering, design and engagement with stake-
holders and Indigenous rights holders is expected to be
done over the next 12 to 14 months, with major construc-
tion of the 90,000 acres being targeted for 2025.

“Saskatchewan has an amazing food security story
to tell,” Agriculture Minister and Minister Responsible
for the Water Security Agency David Marit said. “Since
2020, over 58,000 acres of irrigation have been developed,
which is the largest growth since the early 1980s. The Lake
Diefenbaker Irrigation Project will position Saskatchewan
to meet the needs of a growing population across the
globe. We continue to encourage the federal government
to come to the table in a more meaningful way and be part
of this important project as it moves forward.”

“Today marks an important point in our history for
rural municipalities, SARM applauds the provincial
government for moving this project ahead and ensuring

IS HERE!

Before You Hit The
Road or The Field

C'o‘me and See Us For =y
_All Your Tire Needs.

future generations of rural residents will experience the
benefits,” SARM President Ray Orb said. “This is the start
of a journey to bring Saskatchewan and Canada much-
needed food and economic security.”

By 2050, the world's population is expected to increase
by nearly two billion people, from eight billion to close
to 10 billion. This means global food production must in-
crease by 70 per cent to meet this demand.

“Irrigation expansion across Saskatchewan will be es-
sential to move our province forward into the future.”
Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association Chairman
Aaron Gray said. “Irrigators in this province are commit-
ted to helping feed the world and create significant ben-

ABLE
EAVESTROUGHING LTD.

SIDING » METAL ROOFING © SOFFIT
FASCIA o EAVESTROUGHS  CLADDING

306.532.4496

WAPELLA

204.725.2294

BRANDON

NuvirovaL§

FOE EFERTTRING YOU FALOE

MICHELIN
RETREAD

TECHAOLOGIES

S

BFGoodrich’

TAKE CONTROL"

efits for the people of Saskatchewan.”
For more information on the Lake Diefenbaker Irriga-
tion Project, visit https: / / diefenbakerirrigation.ca/

VETERINARY
CARE FOR
-ALL SPECIES-

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Regular Hours:
Monday - Friday: Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. - 12 Noon

98 Cook Rd. Moosomin, SK

306.435.3979
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Figure 1: Average cultivated farmland value changes for 2023.
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Table 1: Total field crop receipts (including deferred grain receipts)

2023 upward trends in farmland
values suggest a resilient market

BY CORBIN CHAU
FCC Data ANALYST, VALUATIONS

Economic conditions in the agri-
culture sector worsened throughout
2023. Canadian field crop produc- |
tion declined in 2023 due to drought 15
conditions in Western Canada along
with overall pressures on commodity
prices. Input costs and interest rates
remained high, resulting in tightening
profit margins. Yet FCC is reporting an
average increase of 11.5% in cultivated
land values for Canada in 2023, the sec-
ond highest increase since 2014, and
slightly below the average growth re-
corded last year. This post summarizes
provincial trends observed in culti-
vated land, and the full FCC Farmland
Values Report also presents provincial
and regional trends in irrigated land o
and pastureland values. Tz =

Provincial trends
Our analysis covers the period of
January 1 to December 31, 2023. The
highest reported increase in average
farmland values was in Saskatchewan
at 15.7%, followed by Quebec at 13.3%

Sources: Statistics Canada, FCC Calculations

Figure 2: Average current ratio of SK, MB, ON & QC

climbed from 2020 to 2022 (Figure 2).
At the end of 2022, it stood signifi-
cantly above the average of the last 20
years. Farm operations overall were
in a strong position to meet financial
obligations as current assets far ex-
ceeded current liabilities. The balance
of Canadian agriculture in 2023 likely
deteriorated because of lower com-
modity prices, weaker yields in the
Prairie provinces and elevated interest
rates and input costs (2023 data will be
released later this year). Yet the trend
prior to 2023 suggests that the robust
financial health of Canadian agricul-
ture can be supportive of the demand
for farmland. Strong demand for farm-
land combined with a tight supply of
farmland available explains the strong
increases in values.

181

Looking forward to 2024
The farmland market posted on av-
erage another year of solid growth last
year, with 2024 having the potential
to be a pivotal year. Profit margins for
grain, oilseed and pulse operations are
expected to be tighter than the most re-

with Manitoba rounding out the top
three at 11.1% (Figure 1).

All other provinces were below the na-
tional average: Ontario’s average was
10.7%, Nova Scotia reported 7.8%, PE.L
recorded an increase of 7.4%, Alberta’s
1g‘mwth stood at 6.5% and New Brunswick

ad growth of 5.6%.

For the first time in recent years, we
are publishing a provincial decline with
British Columbia recording an average

we find the highest per acre values in the
country, and the largest decreases in val-
ues were observed in regions of the prov-
ince with the highest per acre value.

Cash on hand stimulates growth

Statistics Canada reports that total
field crop receipts recorded the strongest
growth between 2022 and 2023 in Sas-
katchewan (6.1%) and Manitoba (4.4%)
(Table 1). The largest appreciation report-

ed between 2021 and 2022 was in Quebec
and Ontario at 28.9% and 27.3%, respec-
tively. These four provinces led the coun-
try in farmland value appreciation in 2023.
Tgis positive correlation between receipts
and land value appreciation suggests that
liquidities lead to stronger purchasing
power and higher demand
for farmland.

The average current ra-
tio of these four provinces

cent five-year average. While the Bank
of Canada is likely to bring its policy in-
terest rate down in the second half of the
year, borrowing costs will remain elevat-
ed. Against this economic backdrop, our
upcoming blog on March 27 will investi-
gate the deterioration in the affordability
of farmland.

decrease of 3.1%. This province is where

BAKER ENTERPRISES

Bucket Truck Services
60 FOOT VERTICAL REACH!

« Tree Trimming & Cutting
« Replace yard light bulbs & Photo eyes
« Other services upon request
CALL FOR RATES!

Ben Baker « Kipling SK ¢ Cell: 306-736-7445
Home: 306-736-8189 * Shop: 306-736-2241

Key “M”
Auction Services

SATURDAY, MAY 18 SATURDAY, JUNE 15 :
AT 10°™ AT 9°m
REDVERS, SK FLEMING, SK

Farm auction Sale
for Estate of Jack Daku

Small Animal &
Bird Sale

CALL US TO BOOK YOUR SALE TODAY!
306-452-3815 306-452-7847

auctionkeym@gmail.com

S ~
fe  Offering premium

i cutting and wrapping
te  Bulk order meat sales
¢ (halves and wholes)

ANDREW Dick
306-434-5993
SKBEARCREEK@GMAIL.COM
RocanviLLE, SK | www.BEARCREEKMEATS.CA

BEAR CREEK
MEATS

HILLCHAR®

SEep FARM

- Ernest Holland -
306-645-4223 * Rocanville, SK_<

B Lawn Grass Seed
B Corn Varieties

B Red or Yellow Blossom
Sweet Clover

M Pasture Blends
B Hay Blends
W Custom Blends
B Alfalfa Seed

B Millet Seed M Brett Young Canola

Varieties

—20 /19—

Dt Tree Bemvoval

¢ Movinlenonce

Tree Removal
Pruning
Stump Grinding
Yard Cleanup
Hedge Trimming

306-608-TREE

(306-608-8733)
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School and community

engage youth in farmmg & CORE

w Continued from page B4

Farming fosters
community

“When the students come
to school in the morning, the
first thing they do is cl%ores
and then we have breakfast
ready for the whole school. !
Then we go about a regular =
school day,” says Van La- |

en.

“We do have a block each
day where students can
work on the farm — whether
it's doing chores, building
something or working with
an animal, whatever it may
be,” he adds.

Wednesday is harvest &
day, and a small store in the
school opens that afternoon £
for locals to pop in and buy #=
their produce and meat. On
Thursday, the students reseed.

Business management
in the everyday

The farm leaders meet regularly to make
decisions. “I tell them that as long as the
decisions are keeping our program sus-
tainable and educational, I'm okay with
whatever decisions they make,” Van La-
gen says.

“They decide when our steers are ready
to go to the butcher, if we are going to
sell the steer to somebody and they’ll get
it butchered, or if we are going to get it
butchered ourselves and sell it,” he ex-
plains.

Decision-making is based on the best
evidence available to them at the time.
“Students find out the prices associated
with the different ways of selling, as well
as the costs associated with the different
ways of selling and then make decisions,”
Van Lagen says. “They do the analysis and
decide.”

Little p|gs at the AAE farm

Incentives motivate

The incentive for students is real. “Based
on how well the farm does each year, we
hand out scholarships,” he adds.

The farm continues to evolve as the
students express their interests and ambi-
tions: the upper elementary students are
learning about pollinators, so beehives
and honey production are now in the
works. There’s also interest in investigat-
ing the feasibility of raising pheasants for
a local pheasant hunt — though those de-
tails haven’t entirely been worked out yet.
The students still have some numbers to
run through.

Now into his ninth year as principal at
Altario School, Van Lagen says he’s seeing
a growing sense of pride in the students
and the community.

“It’s exciting,” he says. “This really is a
model of what can happen when an entire
community comes together for a school—
it’s amazing what you can do.”

B17

CORE Ag Inputs is a Locally Owned,
Agromony First, Agriculture Supply
Retail. Servicing Virden and
Surrounding Area.

PRODUCTS

o Direct to Farm Fertilizer
o Herbicide, Fungicide, Insecticide
o Certified Canola, Corn and Soybean Seed

e Biosul Premium Plus
-
B 2cor: SN
~led
SERVICES
e Full Season Agronomic Planning and Scouting Support
e Custom Spraying (3" Party)
o Aerial Application (3 Party)
e Product Delivery
¢ Soil, Seed and Tissue Testing

o NEW!! Custom On-Farm Seed Treating
o NEW!!! Valmar Rental

AG INPUTS

Tyler Strachan - General Manager
Brad Hunter - Sales Manager
Simon Hodson - Agronomist

Y 204 748 1332

ACT NOW! THE EXCITEMENT IS ONLY GOING TO LAST UNTIL APRIL 8, 2024!

If you want more speed, more power, more agility and more thrills, order your new ride
today at Universe Satellite Sales Ltd!

Universe Satellite Sales (W)
@T 520 Railway Ave * Rocanville, SK © 306.645.2669 © www.universesatellite.com  *7eyjpre s
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Recent snowfall improves spring runoff forecast

The Water Security Agency (WSA) is-
sued the Spring Runoff Forecast for 2024.
A near normal runoff is expected in the
Saskatoon area and west toward Biggar,
as well as in the eastern portions of the
grain belt along the Manitoba border.
The remainder of the province is expect-
ed to experience below to well below
normal runoff this spring.

As of March 4, 2024, snowpack gen-
erally ranges from below to well-below
normal across the province. Recent

snowstorms in early March brought up
to 40 cm of snow to much of southern
and central Saskatchewan, which has
improved runoff potential for the prov-
ince.

“Although, the recent snowfall will
help our situation and our producers
this spring, we as a government will still
be prepared to help those areas with dry
conditions,” Minister Responsible for
Water Security Agency David Marit said.
“More moisture will be needed as tem-

SPRING RUNOFF POTENTIAL
AS OF MARC 01, 2024
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Above normal
precipitation prior
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faster than typical
rate of melt may
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significantly higher
runcff.
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variable, and often
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Figure 1

EVERYONE
HOME SAFE
EVERY DAY

Whether you're excavating,
installing a fence or doing
any ground disturbance,
please remember to

to safely identify bur

ILINE
www.clickbeforeyoudig.com

b
Click Before You Dig MB
1.800.940.3447
Saskatchewan First Call
1.866.828.4888

See Ag News online any time at
www.world-spectatorcom/ag-news

peratures continue to stay above zero.
WSA will still be taking as many proac-
tive measures as possible to prepare for
changing conditions.”

This runoff forecast report updates
the preliminary report issued in Febru-
ary 2024, with the inclusion of data from
snowpack surveys.

Over the winter, WSA took action with
conservative operating plans focused on
retaining water supplies that has helped
keep water levels at most major reser-
voirs at or above normal levels for this
time of year.

In some southern areas, including the
Big Stick and the south-central area of
the province, persistent drier than nor-
mal conditions may lead to drier than
normal conditions and localized water
supply shortages this spring.

The spring runoff is dependent on fall

soil moisture, snowpack water content,
and how quickly the snowpack melts.

Although drier conditions persist,
most major water supply reservoirs in
southern Saskatchewan are at or above
normal levels; however, reservoirs such
as Avonlea and some in the southwest
(e.g., Altawan and Cypress) may experi-
ence surface water supply concerns due
to the depleted snowpack.

WSA continues to work internally
and across other government agencies
to identify opportunities and program-
ming to support communities and pro-
ducers who may be facing challenges
from dry conditions.

WSA continues to monitor moisture
conditions and forecasted weather pat-
terns in preparation for the spring runoff
and will issue updates to the runoff re-
port throughout the runoff period.

“Now if our margins were increasing as fast as our yields...”

The Agriculture Practice at BDO

Changes I"ff.*ugrmn the -nduslr\f r:rfe r:ace: an ent) rol', new set of demands on agricul

255 Wellington St W, Virden Manitoba
Phone: 204-748-1200
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Are you estimating your overheads well?

BY RicHARD KAMCHEN

As a farm operator, you need to keep
a close eye on overheads for an accurate
picture of your profitability.

Alberta cattle rancher Ryan Copithorne
suspects many cattle ﬂgroducers aren’t ac-
curately measuring their overhead costs.
And this likely translates to other types
of farming operations as well.

“Most ranchers think they operate at
$1 per day grass costs in the summer and
$2.50 to $3.50 per day wintering costs,
but if they properly valued their over-
heads, they would find it is much, much
higher,” he says.

Overhead is another way of sayin
fixed costs, which when combined wi
variable costs, measures cost of produc-
tion.

Fixed or overhead costs exist no matter
what is produced on the farm. Rent is a
good example.

“Cows can't afford to pay rent — in
most cases, it’s difficult to turn a profit
on cows if you're paying land rent,” says
Copithorne, who also owns market anal-
ysis and risk management firm Cows in
Control. “Land expense can be 20
cent of the operating cost of a cow. You're
competing against older operators who
own their land outright and don’t have
this expense. This has been the challenge

for young people.”

Fully account for overheads
Justin Shepherd, senior economist with
FCC, says that failing to fully account for
overhead costs leads to inaccurate prof-
it calculations and a false sense of how

H

ROCOCO consTrucTioN

GENERAL CONTRACTING

Residential, Commermal &
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€@ _Phone: 306-961-4118
Darren@rococoltd.com
Kenosee Lake, SK

your farm operation is performini.
“Future investments always have a

degree of uncertainty, so starting with in-

correct data magnifies the risk,” he says.

Get on top of it
Shepherd says financial literacy con-

IMZ SERVICE GARAGE

tinues to grow among farm operators,
who may even run into challenges from
an overabundance of information when
selecting systems that work best for their
operations.

“Like all things in agriculture, there is
a wide range of measurement and aware-
ness of fixed costs. While there are slight-
ly different methods used for calculating
cost of production, the key is that a farm-
er has a consistent process so that they
can compare current and future years’
cost of production against their historical
records,” Shepherd says.

Overhead costs to watch:

® Property taxes

* Mortgage or rent

¢ Insurance

e Utilities

* Maintenance

® Depreciation

¢ Property improvements

e Licenses and permits

¢ Farm vehicle expenses

® Farm supplies

* Property security

e Farm administration

* Farm management software and ser-
vices

* Membership dues and subscriptions

¢ Financing costs

IMZ SERVICE GARAGE
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Where water meets the field

As the United Nations put the spotlight on World Water Day on March 22, irrigation and livestock water
quality remain among the leading research topics at the University of Saskatchewan (USask).

BY JOANNE PAULSON

Can you think of anything more impor-
tant to agriculture than water?

No?

Neither can researchers in the College of
Agriculture and Bioresources at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan (USask).

Whether it's growing crops or hydrating
livestock, water comes into almost every
conversation about food.

Now, new research projects are getting
underway to investigate two important el-
ements of water management.

Making the
irrigation decision

Irrigation is the focus of a project led by
Dr. Patrick Lloyd-Smith (PhD), associate
professor in the Department of Agricultur-
al and Resource Economics and a member
of the Global Institute for Water Security
at USask.

Funding of $200,000 for the three-year
project, which will ramp up this summer,
comes from the provincial Ministry of Ag-
riculture through the Agriculture Devel-
opment Fund.

The project is motivated in part by the
provincial government’s announcement
in 2020 to spend $4 billion on expanding
irrigation to capitalize on irrigation po-
tential. The project will focus on guiding
agricultural producers through decisions
around whether to adopt irrigation while
evaluating potential profits and the capital
costs of installing a system.

Lloyd-Smith said irrigation is a big deci-
sion, not just a crop choice change.

“This is a wholesale transformation of
your operation, starting with a big capital
outlay,” he said.

For example, going from dryland farm-
ing to irrigation expands cropping op-
portunities, and not just switching from
“canola dryland to canola irrigated, but
canola dryland to potatoes irrigated or
other specialty crops.”

The project will evaluate existing crop
choices, with or without irrigation, from
data compiled by the Ministry of Agri-
culture, the Saskatchewan Water Security
Agency, and other sources.

Lloyd-Smith and his team will also en-
gage producers through interviews, focus
groups and a large-scale survey, to gather

LAWRENCE HEIN 30

NO JOB IS TOO BIG

OR TOO SMALL
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Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

A canal connecting to the Broderick Reservoir, built in 1967, and located approximately 82 kilometres south
of Saskatoon.

information “and also some of the behav-
ioural factors that may influence the deci-
sion whether to irrigate or not.”

The research will also look at the policy
side, he said.

“What sort of management changes or
water allocation rules could be or should
be implemented?”

Lloyd-Smith has seen an interest in
moving to flexible allocation mechanisms
for Saskatchewan.

“As an economist, I'm interested in dif-
ferent water market allocation systems
and water pricing systems that can ensure
there’s enough water to go around as well

& Surrounding Areas!

as facilitate water being allocated to areas
or producers or sectors that value it the
higflest," Lloyd-Smith said.

He added that he is “lucky to be work-
ing with” Dr. Dionne Pohler (PhD), asso-
ciate professor at the Edwards School of
Business, along with Jillian Brown, a PhD
student in the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate
School of Public Policy “who has consider-
able experience in the irrigation industry
in the province.”

Also on the irrigation front, the College
of AgBio is offering a new micro-creden-
tial sustainable irrigation program under
its continuing education arm.

6-434-6485

lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

The non-credit community-level pro-
gram introduces learners to the founda-
tional knowledge required for sound deci-
sion-making in irrigated agriculture.

Saving livestock from sulfate

Dr. Greg Penner (PhD), a professor in
the Department of Animal and Poultry
Science, and USask Centennial Enhance-
ment Chair in Ruminant Nutritional
Physiology, is starting a new project—the
fourth in a series—to evaluate the impact
of high-sulfate water on cattle and sheep.

Continued on page B34 v
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The snow is melting and the fields are calling...

“Must be trouble with a cow calving!” I said as I sat
straight up in bed, rudely awakened by the landline
phone at six something ish one Sunday morning. Hub-
by was already at the phone, both of us ready to dress
quickly and head to the farm to help.

“No, I am not interested,” I heard hubby say. Huh?
You are telling your son you aren’t interested in helping
him? That’s just rude.

“Reader’s Digest,” he grumbled as he fell back into
bed, somewhat disoriented with heart still pounding
from the abrupt awakening, knowing his sleep for the
night had come to an end. This call at least, wasn't tell-
ing him (as a scam call a day earlier) he had won the
Stars lottery and that a $175,000 truck and camper was
ready to be delivered to him .... Once he paid the ap-
propriate fees of course. “I can’t quite understand what
you're saying,” he said to the fellow on the other end,
“just mail me the information on my win.” We hadn’t
bought a ticket on the lottery so it was a no-brainer: we
could not have won. That plus the fact the fellow on the
other end hung up when hubby told him to mail him
the info.

When we left Palm Springs at the end of February, in
what can only be described as a marathon road trip to
try and beat the storm that was being forecast for Sas-
katchewan and parts of the northern mid west states, I
was attuned to each state’s ‘Highway Hotline,” constant-
ly checking road conditions and forecasts. Should we
travel up through Idaho, Montana and home through
western Saskatchewan or should we travel east through
Wyoming from Utah and then north up to Regina or
perhaps east as far as Minot and up? As it was, we trav-
eled under sunshine and blue skies through Wyoming
and eastern Montana and were safe in our house in
Whitewood for several hours before the snow hit.

Now, for two people used to walking out in shorts
and flip flops to enjoy breakfast on our California deck
each morning, it was a bit of shock to the system when
we started shoveling all that snow we end up with the
next time. I went out with boots and mitts only to come
back in for thick mitts and a scarf, only to come back
in for a toque and hot shots for my mitts. Fortunately,
the neighbour took pity on us and came along with his
snowblower!

And so we were well settled and ready to tackle our
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Your local

Kubota
Dealer

®» Redvers
\ AG & SUPPLY LTD.

redvers.agricultural@sasktel.net

TheLighter Side of
Lite...
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dl_beutler@yahoo.ca

first week home and perhaps accomplish much when
we realized we had arrived home on the first weekend
of the Brier and so I absolutely did nothing but
watch curling! T have to say though, it's a good thing the
Brier has come to an end. My nerves are absolutely shot.
Wow! There was some serious good curling happening
all week long and while I totally felt the pain of those
who didn’t get a much-needed win, I have to say the
calibre of curling we saw was really quite remarkable.

When my neighbour called one afternoon to ask if I
was chewing my fingernails (I had to wonder if she had
her binoculars out, lol), I knew it was time to put gloves
on. Hubby berated me for covering my eyes for some
of those shots coming across my television screen. How
completely ridiculous to watch curling but not ‘watch’
it was his theory.

I think I truly understand how these professional curl-
ers’ wives must feel and why I saw one of them with
their hands up over their eyes a few times. The only dif-
ference being is I don’t personally know a single one
of them but oh I wish I could meet them. When our
15-year-old granddaughter sent me a picture of her with
Brad Gushue after her family’s visit to the Brier one day,
I was ecstatic for her (okay, so a bit envious too). I total-
ly love watching the Gushue team doing what they do
best! With some of these curlers competing in the Tan-
kards held in Whitewood in recent years, it's extra excit-
ing to watch them and I have to admit, I am a bit partial
to Matt Dunstone. As for Mike McEwen, if he and his

306-452-3444

www.redversag.ca

mates had been as on fire against Gushue as they were
against Bottcher, it may have been a different ending for
Team Saskatchewan. Sadly, our hopes were dashed.

When the farm grands and their parents were at the
Brier, hubby was on check-the-cattle duty and while he
didn’t personally welcome any new babies to the barn-
yard (nor, luckily, have to assist with a tough birth), it
was fun to see the little ones that had arrived while we
were down south romping around in the warm Sas-
katchewan sunshine.

The twins (12) have really enjoyed a winter season
that saw lots of snow for snowmobiling and some really
nice temps for ice fishing with their dad. A few days ago
when hubby and I were out at the farm, we watched
one of the twins take off on the snowmobile down a
trail through the bush and very shortly thereafter, come
walking back through the snow and across the yard
with no snowmobile in sight. Two minutes later, we see
him trudging back through the snow with his brother at
his side, and down the trail through the bush. And then
we hear the snowmobile take off and the second brother
come trekking back through the yard. Not a word had
been said to us by either as they walked on by.

“Whatcha doing?” we ask. And from the young man
of few words: “He was stuck.”

And that’s all we needed to know to fill in the blanks
on that story. How cool they have a built-in buddy sys-
tem to call upon when necessary. And they seem to just
take it all in stride, doing what has to be done and car-
rying on, reminding me every day of another young fel-
low I once knew (also one of few words) who always
seemed to do what had to be done without much fan-
fare. The apples have not fallen far from the tree.

Sadly we have come to the end of ringette, hockey, fig-
ure skating and curling (save for the Farmers & Friends
Spiel) and our opportunities to watch the grands in ac-
tion will be no longer for this season. Spring will offer
some dance and ball perhaps, so we will just keep our
fingers crossed for that and for all this snow to melt so
we can think about the next big season for us and grain
farmers throughout the area, one that, after 47 years
now for me (more for my guy), still manages to get us
all pumped up for a brand-new growing season. Here’s
hoping all our farmers and friends are excited to get
back on the land and see what 2024 has to bring!
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CAAIN Project Story—PIP 3

m operation and Calgary Tech Company

Plant protein extractor pa

ww Continued from B2

Christine Lewington’s three favorite let-
ters are R, O, and L. As a kid growing up
in small-town Southern Alberta, she real-
ized running a stable of babysitters was
far more profitable and a better use of her
time than simply babysitting on her own.
That sharp-minded assessment has been
her hallmark ever since, including driv-
ing her to complete a four-year engineer-
ing degree at Erestigious Brigham Young
University in three years, because the ROI
was better.

Several years later, then a single mother
of two who had spent the better part of a
decade raising her kids, she considered
putting her educational credentials to use
but discovered that despite her degree, Al-
berta’s engineering regulatory body, APE-
GA, demanded she complete an extra year 1
of study at a recognized Canadian univer- ; -
sity before considering her for the PEng.
designation. That option was not feasible,
so she took a job as an agri-food engineer-
ing project manager, where she discovered
her true calling. Christine obtained her
PMP certification and quickly determined it made no sense
to work for a company that farmed out her services—the
ROI theme again—so she struck out on her own. Around
that time, she met her current husband, with whom she
teamed up to run three businesses, while taking on project
management contracts and raising her children.

With so much on the go, and wanting the freedom to
spend time being a mom, Christine decided to focus full-
time on project management, spending 12 years with Pepsi
Frito Lay. Eventually her ROI radar kicked in again, and,
not wanting to depend on a single source of income, she
returned to self-employment. Over the next few years, she
took on some of Canada’s biggest food companies as cli-
ents, building a knowledge and competencies base that has
served her well as project lead of tﬂe CAAIN-supported
F3: Farm to Factory to Farm: Pea Protein Quality and Trace-
ability, and CEO of the company she founded during Co-
vid, PIP International, whose journey has been almost as
interesting and impressive as the work in which she and
her team are engaged.

In late 2020, through a series of serendipitous opportuni-
ties, Christine found herself signing a global master licens-
ing agreement with the French researchers who developed
the protein extraction technology PIP is employing. This
state-of-the-art process is under her control, allowing her
to commercialize it anywhere in the world. By early 2021,
PIP had five employees and a 20-acre Lethbridge site that
will eventually house the 200,000 square-foot facility she
realized was far too big to serve as a launchpad if PIP were
to stay in business. Needing a mid-sized building with
scale-up potential, she bought a bankrupt local microbrew-
ery because it was more manageable and had all the piping
infrastructure the extraction operation would need. Rather
than use the brewery as a proof of concept, however, she
decided to make it a fully functional site, allowing her to
commercialize at a reasonable initial product volume. Ef-
fectively, she went from bench to full market access, gam-
bling on the uniqueness of her offering.

The roll of the dice paid off. The extracted protein is
tasteless and not denatured, and it does what it’s intended

Providing aerial & ground '
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Christine Lewington notes that the CAAIN funding is allowing tlhe part-
ners to take risks that would otherwise be unthinkable.

to do when added to a food, meaning artificial supple-
ments are not needed. Some of North America’s biggest
food companies are already clients, and one even offered
to buy her entire output, which Christine politely declined,
as it would have killed her potential market. But the offer
was a strong indication of the product’s quality and mar-
ket potential.

The protein extraction, however remarkable, is not what
CAAIN is supporting. In its first three years of develop-
ment and operation, PIP has required a $3 million invest-
ment, in part because Christine added a research layer that
forms the basis for the project CAAIN is funding. She was
not satisfied with knowing the approximate origin of the
peas she buys—they are all sourced through Swift Cur-
rent’s Monette Farms and some of its Prairies-based sub-
sidiary producers. So, she decided to work with Monette
and Calgary-based agri-food software developer Provision
Analytics on a traceability backbone that will eventually
provide real-time comprehensive data on every bushel of
peas PIP purchases. All farms that feed into the Monette
collective will be supplied sensors providing data ele-
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ments such as location, weather, and soil
conditions. Each facility’s harvest will be
identifiable, a process made easier because
Monette acts as a clearing house for every-
thing PIP buys.

The value of this kind of data is obvi-
ous. Not only will Christine’s team know
where all their raw materials come from,
they will be able to match quality to grow-
ing conditions and various other factors.
Sub-par product will be easy to identify
and discard but more importantly, farm-
ers will have data to support their efforts to
improve the quality of tﬁe peas they grow.
Hence the project title—F3: Farm to Factory
to Farm. For the first time, there will be a
closed loop linking farmer to processor
and back to farmer. All parties will have
real-time access to data on every aspect of
the growing, harvesting, storage, and de-
livery processes, ensuring consistency and
creating a robust accountability platform.

The three-legged partnership is essen-
tial to the project’s success. First, there’s
the leadership, co-ordination, manage-
ment, and quality control provided by PIP.
Then there’s the involvement of the superbly run Monette
Farms, led by visionary CEO, Darrel Monette, who stretch-
es the definition of the term “agricultural producer” to
a level rarely seen in the sector. Finally, there’s the code-
writing ability and technical savvy of Provision Analytics.
Led by co-founders Erik Westblom and Michael Gibbons,
the six-year-old firm, with offices in Calgary and Chicago,
develops scalable software solutions for a range of agri-
food clients. Individually, the members of this triumvirate
are impressive; collectively, the trio is taking traceability
in agriculture to a whole new level of accountability and
accuracy.
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Looking good now, but it may be short-lived

BY MARTHA ROBERTS
Economics Eprror, FCC
The North American out-

look for pulses is good, with
a market strength that, at
the moment, exceeds that
of many other major field
crops. That support comes
from strong export demand
and the dry weather out-
look.

Price support comes from
currently low supplies,
weather pressures and
strong demand

Yellow and green peas
will benefit from strong
global demand, each ex-
pected to rise YoY to eas-
ily exceed their respective
five-year averages (Table 1).
While yellow peas will bene-
fit from India’s recent exten-
sion of its tariff suspension,
green peas are doing well
with slim global supplies.
Prices should continue to be
high until this year’s North
American crop is harvested,
with weather being the larg-
est factor to monitor.

Red lentil prices are ex-
pected to fall year-over-year

Table 1: Prices of lentils and peas going in opposite directions

Cash crop

Peas (yellow - SK)

Peas (graen - SK)

Lentils [red - SK)

Lentils large green - SK)

202223 2023-24
My MY
(actual) (forecast)
125 4065

Sources: Statistics Canada and FCC caiculations

Marketing Year for peas and lentils: August T— July 37

(YoY) in the new crop year,
declining below their five-
year average. India’s harvest
in February and March will
have a major influence on
movement of these prices
as will Australia’s large red
lentil export program.
Continued ~ strong  de-
mand and lower supplies
will support large green
lentils which will fall YoY
from their historic highs in
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the 2023/24 marketing year
(MY) but remain well above
their five-year average. The
new crop supplies, boosted
by increases in seeded acres
and yields, are expected to
align the supply/demand
balance more closely with
historical trends.

Healthy, stable pulse ex-
port markets are critical to
the prices received by Ca-
nadian producers. They de-

2024-26 5-year

MY average
(forecast)

435 376

630 425

596 630

1295 840

termine the relative prices
for green vs. red lentils and
yellow vs. green peas with
regional Asian differences
in preferences for each type
of pulse. Given that 74% of
pea production and 81% of
lentil production in Canada
is exported, levels that are
much higher than those for
many grains and oilseeds,
variations in these markets’
demand makes a difference.

awn Nagy, CAIB
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Name

Further, while Canada’s
total exports of dried le-
guminous vegetables go
to a diverse set of markets
(with the top five markets
accounting for 62% of total
export values in 2023), ex-
ports of both lentils and peas
are each more concentrated.
Roughly 60% of lentil ex-
ports went to three countries
- India 32.5%, Turkey 19.3%

and United Arab Emirates at
8.4% - in 2023. Three quar-
ters of pea markets are con-
centrated among three coun-
tries: China 55.8%, U.S. 11%,
and Bangladesh 8.6%. Any
disruption in those markets,
whether supply or demand
related, can entail significant
variations in Canadian pric-
es and exports.

Continued on page B30 v=
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Volume of Saskatchewan’s agri-food exports
to India sees over 70 per cent increase

BY JAMIE SHANKS

India, already one of the top global markets for Sas-
katchewan'’s agriculture producers, is also one of the
fastest-growing with provincial agri-food exports in-
creasing in volume by over 71 per cent in 2023, when
compared to 2022.

Exports of Saskatchewan lentils and peas to India,
the province’s largest pulse market, experienced sig-
nificant growth by the end of 2023. Saskatchewan'’s total
agri-food export volume to India ranked second in year-
over-year growth among its markets, behind only Ni-
geria and ahead of Algeria, Indonesia, Peru and China.
India ranked sixth among Saskatchewan'’s agri-food ex-

START YOUR
SPRING RIGHT

Getup to 100 inrebates

when buying an eligible set of spring tires.*

*Up to $100 manufacturer mail-in or online rebate available on qualifying
purchases of select sligible tire sets of four during sslect time frames.

Please see us for full details.

of Pazare Ze

Hours: Monday - Friday: 8 am - 6 pm « Saturday: 8 am - 12 pm

354 Main Street » St. Lazare, MB » 204-683-2290

port markets in terms of value for 2023, at $712 million.

“Our agriculture producers are among the best in
the world at supplying safe, nutritious and sustainably
grown products,” Agriculture Minister David Marit
said.

“With India being Saskatchewan’s fifth largest trad-
ing partner, we want to help our companies and pro-
ducers remain profitable and competitive by reinforcing
our global links with key trade partners in support of
Saskatchewan'’s long-term economic goals.”

Saskatchewan has already surpassed its 2030 Growth
Plan target of $20 billion in agri-food exports with total
shipments of $20.2 billion for 2023. Overall, there was a

26 per cent increase in Saskatchewan’s total agri-food
export volume in 2023 over the previous year.

Saskatchewan’s exports have grown by more than 52
per cent since 2013, contributing to Canada’s total ex-
ports to India in 2023, reaching a value of $5.1 billion.
The province also continues to strengthen and diversify
its economic links with India beyond commodity trade,
exemplified by the recent renewal of a Memorandum
of Understanding to enhance academic collaboration
with the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute, a bi-national
educational organization with 194 member institutions
including the University of Regina and the University
of Saskatchewan.

Rocanville, Saskatchewan

Commercial Spaces,
Machinery, Hay, Grain &
Fertilizer Storage Sheds,

Insulated Shops,

Barns, Riding Arenas,

Airplane Hangar:

= -

888-816-AFAB

Serving all of WESTERN CANADA |

Wishing our farmers and clients a season of abundance and
success ahead. Here's to building prosperity together.

NO BUILDING LIKE IT

[
VISIT OUR WEBSITE HERE

1620 1ST STREET NORTH

BRANDON, MB

- HOURS -

Monday - Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

Over 300 New Trailers in Stock, including Car-Haulers, Flat Deck, Gooseneck, Utility;

Gargo, and Stock Trailers. As well as a large inventory of trailer parts and accessories. . /i
We offer complete trailer services performed by qualified technicians. -
Services include fifth-wheel and Gooseneck installations, humper hitch installations,

hrake control installations, trailer repairs, modifications, welding repairs, and custom huilt axles.

PHONE: 204.808.8088
PENNERTRAILERS.CA
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From left are, USask’s VP Research Dr. Baljit Singh, Saskatch-
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Photo by David Stobbe

ewan Minister of Agriculture David Marit, and GIFS CEO Steven Webb.

Government commits $15
million to Global Institute
for Food Security at USask

Agriculture Minister David Marit an-
nounced a funding commitment on
March 11 of $15 million over five years
to the Global Institute for Food Security
(GIFS) at the University of Saskatchewan.

Founded in 2012 as part of the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan’s world-class agri-
science hub, GIFS works with its partners
to provide expertise and leadership in the
discovery, development and delivery of
innovative solutions to produce globally
sustainable food.

“This kind of substantial commitment
is fundamental to keeping our agriculture
industry a global leader in technology,
production and best practices, and the
track record GIFS has established proves

it,” said Minister Marit. “Investing in re-
search activities undertaken by GIFS and
similar institutions is the first step toward
enabling Saskatchewan’s producers to
not only stay competitive, but proving
that they remain among the most produc-
tive, innovative and sustainable in the
world.”
In January, GIFS released the results of
a two-year study providing evidence that
Saskatchewan’s production of five major
field crops has a significantly smaller car-
bon footprint in comparison to regions
that export the same products, including
Australia, France, Germany, Italy and the
United States.
Continued on Page B35 v
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WALVERINE"
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WOLVERINE DAYS 2024

SAVE THE DATE.... SEPTEMBER 2024!
JOIN US IN CELEBRATING OUR 35th ANNIVERSARY
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION AND RANGE EVENT

EVENT DATE MOVING TO SEPTEMBER
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MOOSE MOUNTAIN MEATS
CO-OPERATIVE LTD

Fresh & Frozen Retail Sales
Custom Slaughter & Processing

Wild Game Processing

1/4 Mile South of Wawota, SK on Grid Road #603
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USask pulse research
part of $11 million
federal investment

The federal government
has announced an invest-
ment of up to $11,017,979
to Pulse Canada to support
key pulse crop research
at institutions across the
country—including  the
University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask)—and to
drive the pulse industry
forward.

The announcement was
made on Friday, Feb. 9
by Ben Carr, Member of
Parliament for Winnipeg
South Centre, on behalf of
the Honourable Lawrence
MacAulay, Minister of Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food.

The funding is provided
through the AgriScience
Program — Clusters Com-
ponent, which is part of
the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural  Partnership
(CAP). The Sustainable
CAP is a five-year, $3.5 bil-
lion agreement between
federal, provincial, and
territorial ~ governments
to continue building up
Canada’s agricultural and
agri-food sectors.

“Canadian pulse farm-
ers are vitally important to
our economy. This invest-
ment will bring together
the top experts in pulse
growing and research from
across the Prairies to im-
prove the competitiveness
and sustainability of the
sector for generations to
come,” MacAulay said in a
statement.

Research projects sup-
ported by this cluster will
target issues of sustainabil-
ity, disease prevention, and
greater yields and profits
for pulse growers.

“Canada is a world
leader in sustainable pulse
production and exporta-
tion. These investments in
research from the Govern-
ment of Canada, matched
by our sector, will help
enhance our resiliency to
meet the growing global
demand for sustainably
grown, high quality puls-
es and ingredients while
making a positive impact
on our environment and
economy,” Kevin Auch,
the chair of Pulse Canada,
said in a statement.

USask-led projects that

To advertise
in Ag News call
306-435-2445

or email

world_spectator
@sashtel.net

have received support
from this funding include:

e Large Root Systems
in Pulses for Drought
Tolerance, Carbon Se-
questration, and Root Rot
Resistance — Dr. Maryse
Bourgault (PhD), College
of Agriculture and Biore-
sources

¢ Identifying Potential
Resistance to Pea Aphids
and Aphid Transmitted
Viruses in Lentil — Dr. Sean
Prager (PhD), College of
Agriculture and Biore-
sources

e Phenotyping Pulse
Crops for Improved Per-
formance  Under  Cli-

Stock: 10784C

2016 NEW HOLLAND GX8.80
$246,900

mate Change — Dr. Steve
Shirtliffe (PhD), College
of Agriculture and Biore-
sources

e An Integrated Ap-
proach for Accelerating
Genetic Improvement
of Yield and Agronomic
Characteristics of Chick-
ea — Dr. Bunyamin Tar’an
PhD), College of Agricul-
ture and Bioresources

® Development of Im-
proved Pea Cultivars to
Enhance Canada’s Lead-
ing Role in International
Pea Markets — Dr. Tom
Warkentin (PhD), College
of Agriculture and Biore-
sources

$142,900
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Pulses being studied at the University of Saskatchewan College of

Agriculture and Bioresources in Oct. 2021.
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PIP International

CAAIN

Project

story—PIP 3

w Continued from page B24

It will take several years to accumu-
late the critical mass of data needed for
the F3 system to have predictive capacity,
but some useful data is already available.
Christine notes that the CAAIN funding
is allowing the partners to take risks that
would otherwise be unthinkable, allow-
ing them to remain profitable by provid-
ing a safety net that covers capital costs
and subcontractors, expenditures that
would otherwise represent lost dollars.
This suﬁport means that despite the sur-
prises that will present themselves along
the way, PIP, Monette, and Provision will
be able to make necessary adjustments
that will allow the data they collect to
provide commercial value.

Christine is as enthusiastic about where
PIP is today as she is excited to see what
the future Kolds. “We're going to be col-
laborating with Agriculture and Agri-

Internet
Access

WI-FI THROUGHOUT
THE HOUSE

GREAT FOR SECURITY
CAMERAS & CALVING
MONITORS

FAST ACTIVATION

PORTABLE

AFFORDABLE

RELIABLE

Food Canada and Lethbridge College
researchers. And while our focus is obvi-
ously on pulse crops, there’s potential to
apply the eventual technology to the agri-
culture sector more broadly.” She pauses
before concluding, “This project has many
moving parts, including the environmen-
tal sustainability we are building into our
electrical use and heat generation. What's
been great about working with CAAIN
is that you guys have allowed us the lati-
tude to pivot when necessary. This kind
of R&D rarely progresses in a straight
line, and it's so refreshing to work with
a funding partner who allows us the flex-
ibility we need to succeed.”

CAAIN Contribution
$3,000,000

Total Project Value
$10,115,502

$0 upfront with monthly
plus pricing on a 2-year
data contract

COME SEE US OR GIVE A CALL FOR DETAILS

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309

ENTE!\PR]SES%
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global food supply possible.

SERVICE LTD

Certified Truck and Trailer Safety
Inspection Station

2 miles north on Hwy #8 | Moosomin, SK | info@rpmserviceltd.com
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www.rpmserviceltd.com
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v Continued from page B25
Canadian lentil and pea acres
to increase in 2024

With prices soaring for green lentils and
peas, FCC Economics’ forecast of produc-
ers’ seeding intentions shows a YoY in-
crease this year.

A possible negative development for
prices: Pulses are better than many other
field crops at handling dry weather and the
anticipation of dry growing conditions in
an El Nino summer may increase the acres
devoted to pulses for 2024/25. More seed-
ing will be challenged by tightening seed
availability, however.

Accordingly, AAFC forecasts Canadian
lentil production to rise significantly in the
2024/25 crop year (32%), with growth in to-
tal supply and carry-out stocks. That will,
in turn, boost exports this year after the
available Canadian supply was depleted
in 2023/24 by a drought-impacted drop in
production. The stocks-to-use ratio is fore-

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

2024 Pulses outlook:
Looking good now, but it may be short-lived

cast to more than double with the new crop.
Production of dry peas is forecast to grow
18.8% YoY after poor growing conditions re-
duced the 2023/24 MY crop 28% YoY. Both
total supply and carryout stocks will grow
enough to pressure prices of the new crop.

Trends to monitor

India’s continued suspension of tariffs
on yellow peas in an era of production
self-sufficiency: On February 21, India an-
nounced an extended suspension of pea
tariffs by six to eight weeks beyond March
31st. The added demand has boosted prices
at least temporarily. In the broader context
however, it's uncertain how long the sus-
pension will last, although the stickiness of
India’s elevated food inflation bodes well
for yet another extension.

India - the world’s largest producer, im-
porter and consumer of pulses — is boosting
production in efforts to become as self-suf-
ficient as possible. The recent Global Pulses

After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name —
but you might not know everything those letters stand for. With over
30 agribusiness locations in Western Canada, including flour and feed
mills, we have the best seed, inputs, marketing and agronomic support

for you. P&H is built to keep your farm business Profitable & Healthy.

FIND YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS AT

Vi
& PARTS

2000 JCB 3185
FASTRACK

Conference took note of the country’s self-
reliance in chickpeas and many other pulses
crops. Pulse production has grown by 60%
from 17.1 million tonnes in 2014 to 27.0 mil-
lion tonnes in 2024. That could challenge
Canadian producers who've received high-
er Indian pea and lentil prices lately. India
was Canada’s second-largest export market
for pulses (behind China% over the last five
years, accounting for 17.3% of Canadian
export values. The Indian election this year
could easily dictate changes in tariffs, poli-
cy and production incentives.

The development of China as an impor-
tant export market has helped bridge the
gap in exports to India whose demand has
fluctuated due to weather-related domestic
production constraints and the imposition
of import tariffs. Going forward, Canada
will vie with Russia and other pulse pro-

Monday, March 25, 2024

ducers to build trade relations there.

Australian pulse production and pric-
ing: Australia is projecting 1.39 million
tonnes for its 2023-24 lentil crop production,
slightly below the record-breaking 1.69 mil-
lion in 2022/23. It has boosted exports of
red lentils to global markets recently.

Shipping constraints in the Middle East:
The war in Gaza has reignited delay issues
and increased costs for cargo diversions
around the Red Sea, where pulse shipments
are carried by container.

An El Nino summer: Pulses can tolerate
dry growing conditions better than other
crops, but drought again this year would
reduce yields for the second year in a row.
There still seems to be price support for len-
tils and peas based on this possibility, but
that could evaporate with good moisture
levels.

FOR LEASE
SECOND FLOOR COMMERCIAL
SPACE FOR LEASE IN MOOSOMIN

As of January 1, 2025, space will be available
for lease on the second floor of the
World-Spectator building in Moosomin.

The space is approximately 4,400 square feet.
The building is concrete construction.

Don’t miss this opportunity to have commercial
space in a modern building built to high standards
on Main Street Moosomin.

For information please contact
Kevin Weedmark at kevin@world-spectator.com
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Government of Canada and Saskatchewan announce

2024 Crop Insurance Program enhancements

BY SAMANTHA EDEL
SASKATCHEWAN CROP
INSURANCE CORORATION

Federal Agriculture and Agri-Food
Minister (AAFC) Lawrence MacAulay
and Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister
David Marit have announced details of
the 2024 Crop Insurance Program, ad-
ministered by the Saskatchewan Crop
Insurance Corporation (SCIC).

“As a farmer myself, I know it can be
hard to protect your business while con-
tinuing to produce the food Canadians
and customers around the world rely

n,” Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food Lawrence MacAulay said. “In the
face of increasing challenges, it's vitally
important that farmers in Saskatchewan
have risk management tools available to
them, like crop insurance, to help mini-
mize the economic effects of production
losses.”

“Itis important to ensure Business Risk
Management Programs are comprehen-
sive and provide relevant, reliable cover-
age for the diverse operations of our Sas-
katchewan producers,” Marit said. “We
recognize weather conditions brought
significant challenges in recent years and
these programs are a producer’s first line
of defense. I encourage all producers to
take a proactive approach to tailor their
coverage to further manage and mitigate
their risk.”

This year’s enhancements build on
SCIC’s existing suite of Business Risk
Management programs that have dem-
onstrated success in providing support
to producers impacted by drought condi-
tions. Over the last three years, this suite
of programs has largely responded to
weather-related production losses, pro-
viding over six billion dollars of insur-
ance claims and other program benefits
directly to Saskatchewan producers.

For 2024, multi-peril crop insurance
average coverage is $389 per acre, a de-
crease from 2023, largely due to an av-
erage decrease in insured commodity
prices. As a result, the average premium
is also decreasing to $12.71. Producers’
coverage and premium are individual-
ized to their operation. Coverage reflects
each producer’s production records and
Eremium reflects each producer’s claim

istory.

SCIC’s existing Weather-Based Pro-
%:ams include Forage Rainfall Insurance,

e Corn Rainfall Insurance, and Corn
Heat Unit Insurance. The rainfall insur-
ance programs provide protection in the

Co-op Feeds

v
v
v
v

Feed Products

Farm Supplies
On-farm Delivery

Co-op Feeds in Moosomin is one of three feed mills
owned and operated by Federated Co-operatives
Limited, with its head office located in Saskatoon.

Our company manufactures and provides livestock
feed and animal health supplies to retail co-ops and
their members throughout Saskatchewan, Manitoba,

and Alberta.

306-435-3331
Park Avenue — Moosomin, SK
www.coopag.ca

You're at home here.

Animal Health Products

event seasonal precipitation is below the
long-term average, adjusted for extreme
heat. The Corn Heat Unit Insurance Pro-
gram insures against a shortage of heat
units over the growing season. A selec-
tion of program options allows produc-
ers to tailor coverage to their needs.

Introduced for the 2024 Crop Insur-
ance Program, SCIC’s weather-based
programs now provide options to insure
intercrops and additional feed crops.
The Mixed Forage Rainfall Insurance
Program protects any forage feed crop
not previously covered under weather-
based programs, including mixed forage,
greenfeed and silage, if seasonal precipi-
tation is below average. With the Inter-
crop Rainfall Insurance Program, annual
intercrops intended for harvest can now
be insured for below average seasonal
precipitation.

Additionally, coverage is increasing for
the 2024 Forage Rainfall Insurance Pro-
gram. Coverage levels now better reflect
the productive capacity of the insured
acres and increased transportation allow-
ance (which recognizes the costs associ-
ated with replacing lost feed). Producers
can select from three levels of coverage,
Low, Medium, and High, offering flex-
ible risk management and related pre-
mium cost options.

For 2024, SCIC is pleased to announce
an additional 38 weather stations to
supplement its existing network. All
weather-based programs are enhanced
by this increased weather station density

SGI Approved Safety

Inspection Station

FOR HEAVY TRUCKS & TRAILERS
* Repairs on Trucks & Trailers
* Lubricants & Parts Sales

24 HOUR TRUCK WASH AVAILABLE

province-wide. With 224 weather sta-
tions across the province, most land is
located within 30 kilometres of at least
one weather station. One weather sta-
tion can be selected for each insured land
location. This allows producers to insure
each of their land locations with relevant
coverage.

“During our Town Hall drought meet-
ings last summer, producers emphasized
changes to programs such as Forage
Rainfall Insurance Program were needed
to provide better coverage and flexibil-
ity, especially during times of prolonged
drought,” Saskatchewan Cattlemens As-
sociation Chair Keith Day said. “It’s clear
to SCA that Minister Marit and SCIC
took the feedback from those meetings
into consideration when making changes
such as increasing the number of weath-
er stations, improving communications
and increasing the transport allowance.
Expanded coverage for cover cropping,
green feed and silage is also a significant
improvement. We will continue to work
with SCIC to improve programs for the
benefit of cattle producers.”

“SARM appreciates the province’s on-
going commitment to Saskatchewan ag-
riculture and producers will appreciate
the enhancements that were announced
this morning,” SARM president Ray
Orb said. “We thank the Ministry of ag-
riculture and SCIC for listening to con-
cerns brought forward from SARM and
other organizations that will promote
increased communications and provide

BORDER TRUCK Er
TRAILER RePAIR

TO BOOK AN

APPOINTMENT CALL

306-435-2422

CELL: 306-435-7339

better insurance programmlng for farm-
ers and ranchers alike.”

“The improvements made to the forage
and rainfall insurance options underscore
the ongoing evolution of the program in
meeting the requirements of producers,”
APAS Vice President Bill Prybylski said.
“We eagerly anticipate collaborating
with SCIC to further enhance this crucial
program and urge farmers to thoroughly
review their information to fully under-
stand their coverage and explore avail-
able options.”

“We want to thank the province’s on-
going commitment to Saskatchewan ag-
riculture,” SSGA’s Chay Anderson said.
“We support SCIC for adding additional
weather stations to address gaps in their
network. Additional options to their
weather-based programs can further
help producers reduce their risk on their
operations.”

“Saskatchewan Forage Council is
pleased about the changes to forage in-
surance programming that will benefit
producers,” SFC Vice President Kevin
Steinley said. “An increased number of
weather stations and expanded options
around coverage for cover crops, green-
feed and silage are enhancements that
will make insurance decisions easier for
our producer members.”

March 31, 2024, is the deadline for Sas-
katchewan producers to apply, reinstate
or cancel their Crop Insurance contract.
Producers must select insured crops
and coverage levels or make addition-
al changes by this date. Producers can
speak to their local SCIC office to make
any chanﬁes or coverage will remain the
same as the previous year.

SCIC offers a full suite of programs
that can work together to ensure you
have every angle covered. These include
Crop Insurance, AgriStability, Wildlife
Damage Compensation and Prevention
Program and Livestock Price Insurance.
We encourage producers to review their
options and find the right coverage for
their operation. For more information,
contact a local SCIC office, call 1-888-935-
0000 or visit scic.ca.

Crop Insurance is a federal-provincial-
producer cost-shared program that helps pro-
ducers manage production and quality losses.
Support for the program is provided by the
governments of Canada and Saskatchewan
under the Sustainable Canadian Agricultur-
al Partnership (Sustainable CAP).

For all your heavy
equipment and
construction needs

306-435-2422

CELL: 306-435-7339

24-HOUR

TRUCK WASH AVAILABLE
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Firearms Safety Campaign extended to Spring 2024

The Government of Saskatchewan is ex-
tending its firearm safety campaign, “Se-
cure Firearms. Safe Communities,” into
the spring with updated materials to raise
awareness about safety, education, proper
firearms storage, and licensing.

“We want Saskatchewan firearms owners
to know that safety starts with them,” Cor-
rections, Policing and Public Safety Min-
ister Paul Merriman said. “The extension
of the firearms safety campaign will con-
tinue to protect Saskatchewan’s tradition
of responsible firearms ownership, which is
demonstrated by a commitment to ongoing
learning, firearms licensing, proper han-
dling and safe storage.”

The campaign features several well-
known Saskatchewan residents who are
acting as spokespeople for the campaign.
The extended campaign features Saskatch-
ewan Association of Rural Municipalities
President, Ray Orb; and Elder and Senator
with the Prince Albert Grand Council and
Federation of Saskatchewan Indigenous
Nations, Noland Henderson.

“SARM supports and encourages fire-

arms safety,” Orb said. “Responsible fire-
arm owners should follow safety practices
and ensure their firearms and ammunition
are properly stored, get their PAL firearms
license, and help educate family, friends
and neighbours on firearm safety.”

Firearms owners are encouraged to get
and maintain their Possession and Acqui-
sition License (PAL/RPAL) and keep their
loved ones and our communities safe by
properly storing all firearms and ammuni-
tion.

“Thank you to all our outstanding
spokespeople for helping to promote fire-
arms safety and our long-standing heritage
of responsible firearms ownership in Sas-
katchewan,” Chief Firearms Officer Robert
Freberg said. “The campaign allows the
public to gain an understanding of the best
safety practices related to firearms owner-
ship, which will keep our communities safe.

Other important safety tips include:

* learning how to safely load, handle and
store every firearm you use;

* never pointing a firearm at anyone or
anything you don’t want to shoot;

e storing ammunition separately from
firearms or by locking it up;

* using the correct ammunition for your
firearm;

¢ unloading all firearms before they are
stored or when not in use;

¢ locking firearms in a cabinet or safe or
attaching a secure locking device - such as a
trigger or cable lock - to ensure the firearm
cannot be fired or stolen;

e ensuring unauthorized individuals do
not have access to the keys or combination
locks that are used to secure your firearm
unless they are licensed and have your per-
mission to use them; and,

e storing firearms safely when they are i

being transported.

This year’s firearms safety campaign
messages will be featured on radio, bill-
boards, print materials, and digital media
platforms such as YouTube, Facebook and
Instagram. The campaign begins

March 4, 2024, and ends mid-April 2024.
The full-length video advertisements can
also be viewed at saskatchewan.ca/fire-
arms.

I'm a licensed
firearms owner.

Make firearms safety your priority.

Scan o bearn more
and acquisition licen
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Where water meets the field

= Continued from page B21

The project was recently fund-
ed for $699,000 by the Agricul-
ture Development Fund, the Sus-
tainable Canadian Agricultural
Partnership, and the Saskatch-
ewan Cattlemen’s Association.

“In Saskatchewan, we're very
favourable in terms of having
lots of water availability,” Penner
said.

“The problem is some of that
water is not suitable for human
consumption and in fact some
of it is not suitable for livestock
consumption.”

Through a testing program
run by Saskatchewan’s Ministry
of Agriculture, “we’ve realized
that water sulfate is a very major
challenge for our livestock pro-
ducers.”

When cattle drink water with
high sulfate concentrations, two
major problems can arise.

The first one, which Penner
calls chronic, is a depletion of
trace minerals in the cattle. In
particular, sulfate can drastically
reduce the amount of copper in
an animal because it binds with
the mineral.

Copper is important to repro-
duction, hoof and hair growth,
the immune system and a com-

ponent in enzymes and antioxidant systems, he said.
The other issue is that microorganisms in the animal’s
rumen can convert sulfate into hydrogen sulfide, which
can induce polio, a neurological disorder.
“Cattle can lose vision; they start to stargaze or head
press. It’s a symptom of the challenges happening in the

A-Pethick Farm
& Custom’Ag

Now offering:

CUSITOMISEEDING
&ICORNIPEANTING

Custom Spraying

Custom Haying

Custom Swathing
Custom Combmmg

306.434.9998

apethick38@gmail.com
204.722.2361

Left is, Dr. Greg Penner (PhD), professor in the Department of Animal and Poultry
Science, and USask Centennial Enhancement Chair in Ruminant Nutritional Physiol-
ogy. Right is, Dr. Patrick Lloyd-Smith (PhD), associate professor in the Department of
Agricultural and Resource Economics and a member of the Global Institute for Water
Security at USask.

brain, and if it's too severe, death can occur,” he said.
“What we're looking for are the strategies that we can
use, not on the acute side but on chronic sulfur expo-
sure, to help cattle maintain adequate trace mineral sta-
tus.”
It would be preferable, of course, to remove sulfate

the page on this.”
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Visit Ag News
online any time at
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satellile Sales
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from the water; but that is diffi-
cult.

Filtration is an option, but
these systems don’t work in areas
where there is no power—such
as in pastures far from the farm
home quarter—and produce ef-
fluent that requires disposal.

Penner is involved with an-
other option now being evalu-
ated in a College of Engineering
project led by Dr. Won Jae Chang
(PhD) that is looking at passive
filtration using various absor-
bent materials. These are show-
ing promise but must be tested
for scale-up and are early in their
development.

And so, Penner is seeking to
refine farm management tools to
minimize risk and optimize the
ability of cattle to maintain their
trace mineral status. He is also
hoping to expand knowledge
on this topic for sheep, on which
he is not aware of any sulfate re-
search.

“When cattle are consuming
high-sulfate water antagonistic
effects occur between miner-
als in water and trace minerals
in the diet. In these cases, even
though we're providing a diet
that might be expected to meet
requirements, sulfate interacts

with the minerals and makes them unavailable. What
we thought was adequate no longer is.
“Thope I can develop solutions that mean we can turn
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Government of Sask commits $15 million
to Global Institute for Food Security at USask

w Continued from Page B27

The conclusions of the study have
become a fundamental aspect of Sas-
katchewan’s sustainability story and the
sector’s increasingly important role in
global food production.

“GIFS is grateful for this funding from
the Government of Saskatchewan which
is an investment in agricultural innova-
tion for the entire sector and will support
our operations and mission as we work
with partners to deliver innovation for
sustainable agriculture and food pro-

duction,” said GIFS CEO Steve Webb.
“The investment will enable collabora-
tion with partners on our market-facing
programs, including accelerated breed-
ing, biomanufacturing and policy and
regulatory—maximizing Saskatchewan
and Canada’s sustainable production of
safe and nutritious food for a growing
world.”

The funding for GIFS will provide $3
million each year from 2023-2027 to sup-
port its ongoing operations, contribut-
ing to Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector

through work such as supporting crop
breeding through sequencing, bioin-
formatics and data analytics services or
technology development that facilitates
commercialization of new products.
“This announcement reinforces our
province’s commitment to sustainable
agricultural practices,” said Peter Stoi-
cheff, President, University of Saskatch-
ewan. “USask has a storied history of
leading agriculture advancements and
the funding announced today will allow
us to continue our world-leading agricul-

tural research and development.”

The Government of Saskatchewan’s
commitment to strategic, long-term in-
vestments in research and innovation is
essential for continued progress toward
the agriculture-related targets in the
province’s Growth Plan economic goals
for 2030. These include increasing Sas-
katchewan’s crop production to 45 mil-
lion metric tonnes and livestock cash re-
ceipts to $3 billion, tripling the growth of
technology sector, and growing the value
of agri-food exports to $20 billion.
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Alameda/Carlyle, SK Khedive, SK
RM OF MOOSE CREEK #33 ‘ Contact: Darrell 306-861-1155
RM OF NORTON #69

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION

Sunday, March 31
8:00™ CST to

JALLACE- ODWORTH Thursday, April 4*

2 - Thursday, April 4* 8:00' CST to
: 11:00mCST Monday, April 8
Darrell Bernard & 10:00°"CST

Vanessa Luzny
Khedive, SK Milton & Elaine Berday

North Portal, SK

Contact: Darrell 306-861-1155

RM OF NORTON #69
ONLINE INVENTORY REDUCTION

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION

Sunday, April 7

at 8:00°" CST to

Thursday, April 11*
at 10:00°CST

Walter Farms
Lampman, SK

Thursday, April 11*
at 8:00°" CST to
Monday, April 15%
at 10:00°"CST

Sage Farm Ltd. &
DMB Farms Ltd

Khedive, SK
RM OF NORTON #69

ONLINE LAND &
EQUIPMENT AUCTION|
Thursday, May 2™
at 8:00° CST to

Monday, May 6%

Contact: Allan 1-306-487- 7692

LAND ONLINE AUCTION
Thursday, April 18
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at 10:00°"CST
Brad Simpson &

R coldysGroenhouso KB

Where Spring ik just w country drive away.

OPEN FOR THE SEASON MAY 1!

May & June 2024 Hours: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. - 7 days a week

c A Q Q D G tC at 10:00°" CST
ustomer pprec‘atlon ay acr;::du" g;mn Zanes Welding - Sherry Olson
Contact: 306-482-8652 or Convaclreg;:"t87-7el 5
1-403-376-5523 OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2024
FRI DAY, MAY 1 0, 2024 RM OF ARGYLE #1 RM OF ESTEVAN #5 100 P - 400 P

Comevisit us, have a coffee & donut and receive a free plant!
Great selection of annuals including Proven Winners, Bedding Plants, Vegetables
indluding Seed Potatoes & Spanish Onions, Herbs, Grasses, Tropicals, Succulents, House
plants, Perennials, Hanging Baskets, ProMix Bales, Tomato Cages & so much more!

Celebrate Mom on Mother’s Day
AND ENTER TO WIN A 12” HANGING BASKET!

We do custom planters or select from our potted planters!

ONLINE EQUIPMENT-RV-
VEHICLE AUCTION

Friday, June 28*"
at 8:00°" CST to
Tuesday, July 2™
at 10:00:"CST
Estevan Motor Sspeedway
Estevan,
To Enter Auction
Contact: 306-421-2097

FARM EQUIPMENT ONLINE AUCTION

Wednesday, May 29
at 8:00°" CST to
Monday, June 3
at 10:00:"CST
Clayton & Maril n Clow

Carnduff, SK

Contact:
Clayton 306-483-7760

Contact Darla Schlamp, call or text

306-745-7983

goldysgreenhouse@gmail.com
Approximately 15 kms NE of Esterhazy, SK
Visit Goldy’s Greenhouse on Facebook for a direction map!
http://bdschlamp.wix.com/goldys-greenhouse
We accept cash, cheque or e-transfer
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL
2024 SALES ONLINE BIDDING

Check our website often for
updates and more sales!!!

b I Ron Buhler

YTl Plumas, MB
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