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Waiting for Dad 
Waiting for Dad Ryley Clements and Grandpa Bryan Clements to fill the seeder so Jase and Hudson can go for a ride! This photo was submitted 

by Joanne Clements as part of the World-Spectator’s 2020 Spring Seeding Photo Contest.
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Precision agriculture’s bright future
Agriculture is big business in 

Canada, feeding a combined $300 
million dollars a day into the na-
tional economy. And with 40 per 
cent of Canada’s agricultural 
land located in Saskatchewan, 
the health and viability of that 
sector are crucial to our economy 
and our environment.

A team of University of Regina 
researchers, led by University 
of Regina assistant professor of 
engineering Abdul Bais, is cur-
rently working on a project that 
will help farmers reduce their en-
vironmental impact while maxi-
mizing their economic returns.

“Our project will enhance 
farmers’ ability to selectively ap-
ply herbicides to weeds in more 

both crop and environmental 
damage.”

-
ally scout to determine crop 
and weed growth. For those 
engaged in large-scale farming, 
the process is expensive, time-
consuming, and causes extensive 
damage to both crops and the en-
vironment because the approach 
is to apply chemicals, such as 

regardless of where the weeds 
are growing.

“Herbicides should only be 

applied precisely on the places 
where there are weeds,” says 
Bais, whose work as an electron-
ics engineer has led him to this 
work in precision agriculture. 

-

Using a computer vision-based 

automatic process, the research-

imagery that enables them to de-

have what types of weed.
-

centage of both weeds and crops 
in a given area and determine the 

apply,” explains Bais.
Muhammad Hamza Asad, a 

PhD candidate in the University 
of Regina’s Faculty of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science, adds, 
“after processing the high-reso-
lution ground imagery and Soil, 

maps of the farmland, we iden-
tify the homogeneous weed 
management zones so we know 

where to apply the herbicide.”
Asad, who has a lead role in 

this research, began a pilot proj-
ect using these precision agri-

that time, he worked on only six 

a high level of accuracy in crop/
weed density estimation and 

-
ed he could go bigger.

Working with CropPro Con-
sulting, a Saskatchewan leader in 
the agricultural sector, the team is 
now advancing the technology to 
use on more than a million acres 
of agricultural farmland in the 
Prairies.

“Within the next couple of 
years, this technology will be ful-
ly ready to expand and apply on 
a larger scale to our agricultural 
operations in Canada and inter-
nationally,” says Cory Willness, 
president of CropPro Consulting.

“We are proud of this innova-
tion coming out of the University 
of Regina.”

“Canadian tech companies, 
-

ers, environmentalists, and the 
billion-dollar pesticide industry 

-
ply variable-rate inputs that this 
type of precision agriculture al-
lows.”
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The SWAT BOX is a data collection sensor that can be 
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for generating the SWAT maps.
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of CropPro Consulting, in 
Naicam, Sask.
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2021 24 FT 
WILSON

$26,900
This Wilson ranch hand 24 ft 
aluminum stock trailer features 
a 50” side door for your quad, 
heavy duty 9” cross member 
spacing, 2 gates equally spaced 
and a rear full swing with slider. 

2020 LOAD TRAIL 
30FT LOW PRO 

GOOSENECK
$17,900 

This 25+5=30 ft Low Pro Goose-
neck features a tool box, 10k axles, 
second step for easy deck access, 
max ramps, 12k jacks, a spare tire 
and Load Rrail’s industry leading 
2-3-2 warranty protection.

2021 30 FT WILSON
$47,300 

This 30 ft Aluminum stock trailer 
from Wilson comes well equipped 
with a 50” side door for your quad, 
9” inch Heavy duty cross mem-
bers, Front vents under the nose, 
two interior gates (1 sorting), rear 
full swinging door with slider and 
is backed by Wilson’s industry 
leading warranty.

2020 RAINBOW 
DECKOVER
$6,600 

This 20 ft Deck over from Rain-
bow features an adjustable cou-
pler, Hide a way ramps, Rub rail, 
treated deck, 8134 lbs. payload 
and is backed by Rainbow’s 5 
year warranty. 

2019 SUNDOWNER 2 
HORSE CHARTER SE

$25,900
This aluminum 2 Horse stock 
trailer is a straight load with a 
rear ramp door, is well equipped 
with a front tack, stone guard, 
escape door, feed windows and 
is backed by Sundowner’s 8 year 
warranty. 

2019 KEYSTONE 
HIDEOUT 17FT 

REAR BATH
$67 BI WEEKLY OAC  

This lightweight (3425 lbs.) 17 foot 
single axle is a great couple camper 
and all you need for a great adventure. 
It’s well equipped with a queen bed, 
dinette, full 3 piece rear bathroom, 
fridge, stove and Air conditioning, 
this one’s ready for camping season.  

Case 4894 4WD tractor with PTO, Case3594 FWA tractor 
with powershift, IH 1486 2WD tractor with 5556 hours, IH 
986 2WD tractor and Leon 700 FEL with 6575 hours, Case IH 
1680 SP combine with Case 1015 pickup header and 3619 
hours, IH 1480 SP combine with 3163 hours, Case IH 1010 
30’ straight cut header and transport trailer, IH diesel 5000 
19.5’ SP swather with pickup header, Bourgault 8800 seeding 
tool and Bourgault 2155 air cart, Morris Magnum CP731 
cultivator and 1655 Valmar, Tormaster 60’ heavy harrows, 
Morris tine harrows, Crown 600 PT scraper, Degelman ground 
drive rock picker, Schulte 15|” XH 1500 rotary mower, Schulte 
front mount snow blowers, 42” Kubota mower, Flexicoil 62 
field sprayer, 10’ land leveler, tandem axle bumper pull stock 
trailer, quatity of corral panels and gates, 2009 Trailtech 20’ 
bumper pull tandem axle flatdeck trailer with 7000 lbs. axles, 
1989 Ford F800 grain truck with Cancade box and roll tarp, 
1980 Ford Lariat F600 grain truck with 55,550 kms, 1978 
Ford Louisville automatic F700 cab over grain truck, Ford 
F800 Custom cab grain truck with steel box, 2002 Ford F250 
4WD automatic 7.3 litre diesel pickup, 2000 Ford Excursion 
Ltd 4WD loaded, 2003 Ford Taurus SEL sedan for parts, 1989 
Ford F150 Super Cab 4WD truck, 1976 Ford Van, 1965 Ford 
F500 with bale deck, Wheatheart BH-851 auger and Kohler 
27HP engine, 2-grain hopper cars, Westeel 3300 bushel bin 
on wood floor, Butler 1650 bushel bin on wood floor, Westeel 
1350 bushel bin on wood floor, Glascon 15’ open bow boat 
with 70HP motor, Honda ATC, complete line of shop hand 
tools, Acklands AK-Matic 1200 welder, beach tool chest, 
Coates tire changer, poly water tank with Honda water pump, 
air jack, engine hoist plus much more. 
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For more  
information  

306-861-2150

JOAN ADACSI & THE ESTATE 
OF GLEN ADACSI

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTIONONLINE

34:1c

Local farmers say seeding 
going smoothly, Covid-19 

having little impact
BY KARA KINNA

Local farmers say that seeding has been 
progressing fairly smoothly this spring, with 
little or no delays from weather and other 
factors, and minimal impact due to Covid-19.

Wet and snowy weather early last fall left 
some farmers unable to get all of their crops 
off, while others were unable to finish fall 
field work, but this spring, most local farm-
ers in Southeast Saskatchewan say seeding 
is going along at a steady clip.

Foy says wet fields still a factor
Kyran Foy, who has crops straight west 

of Moosomin, and south down to the Doon-
side area, says he was fortunate to get his 
crop off last fall, and other than some fields 
that are still wet from last year, his seeding 
is going well. Foy is planting wheat and 
canola this year.

“We had all our crop off in the fall which 
was fortunate as some didn’t,” he says. “But 
with it being so wet last fall, it carried into 
this spring even though we didn’t have 
much snow. It is definitely wet out in the 
fields, especially when we first started. It is 
still wet, we get stuck probably close to once 
a day.

“Now there are areas that have dried up 
pretty nicely. There are still some areas that 
we are trying to get to that are a little wet but 
I think overall it’s not too bad now. The wind 
has sure helped. But at the same time there 
are always pros and cons to everything. 
The wind hampers the ability to get some 
spraying done which we have to do ahead 
of planting most times to control the weeds, 
so there is that. But the sun is shining, we’ve 
had a good run too, so that’s nice.”

Foy said last week they were over half 
done seeding.

“We could finish before the end of the 
month if we don’t get any adverse weath-
er. We’re on target,” he says. “If the wind 
would stop blowing and if it would just stay 

about 25 degrees, that would be nice, but the 
weather does what it wants.”

Foy says he’s hoping there isn’t too much 
rain right now, so that seeding can be fin-
ished up.

“If we got two or three inches, it really 
wouldn’t be good because the ground is 
pretty full, so it just can’t take any water, 
that is the trouble,” he says.

Foy says Covid-19 has had minimal im-
pact on his operation.

“We’ve changed a few of the ways we 
do things,” he says. “We still try and social 
distance as much as possible. We have our 
group out here working—my dad, myself, 
my brother, and two hired men—so five 
people that are typically the only people 
we see. Most of our stuff is at the farm, we 
had it delivered or picked up earlier in the 
spring, so we curbed interaction a little bit 
by not picking up stuff in town as much as 
possible. Overall it hasn’t really affected us. 
It’s kind of nice that most places are back up 
and open. If you need parts and that kind of 
thing, you don’t have to jump through too 
many hoops to get that done.”

While the federal government has an-
nounced some funding for the ag industry, 
mostly in the form of loans through FCC, 
Foy says there has been little financial im-
pact on his operation.

“Financially Covid-19 hasn’t affected us 
too much yet. I think it still might affect pric-
es, that is what I’m kind of waiting for,” he 
says. “When you have the whole world shut 
down—I know everyone has got to eat—but 
there are less people going to restaurants. 
Depending what they eat and how much 
they are spending, and with people out of 
jobs, how much are they spending on food 
and that kind of thing I wonder, is it going 
to take a little bit longer to see those effects? 
I’m still waiting for a drop in commodity 
prices.”

Continued on page B8 

Sharon Baker submitted this photo of a “future farmer spending his 
birthday in the tractor” as part of the World-Spectator’s Spring Seeding 
Contest. This photo was taken in the Whitewood area.



Farm Credit Canada 
(FCC) has launched a 
$100-million venture capi-
tal fund to support proven, 
viable companies through 
unexpected business dis-
ruptions, such as the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

 Launched in partner-
ship with Forage Capi-
tal Inc.—a Calgary-based 

Agriculture and Food Busi-
ness Solutions Fund is set 
up to provide companies 

-
ibility they need to rebuild 
their business models dur-
ing challenging times. FCC 
is the sole investor in the 
fund, which will primarily 

-
vestments, as well as other 

-
tions. (Convertible debt in-
vestments give companies 

down debt or providing 
the investor with equity in 
the business.)

president and CEO, said 
the need for this type of 
venture capital fund is es-

pecially evident in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but the need will exist be-
yond the current crisis as 
companies can experience 
business disruptions for 
various reasons.

“This strategic invest-
ment is another way FCC is 
supporting growth and in-
novation in the only indus-
try we serve – especially 

“As a commercial Crown 
corporation, we serve as 
catalyst for private invest-
ment in Canada’s agricul-
ture and food industry and 
we are here for the long 
haul, through all business 
cycles.”

In addition, FCC also re-
cently invested more than 
$50 million into three new 
venture capital funds and 
provided funding to an in-
novation and growth accel-
erator to support various 
parts of Canada’s agricul-
ture and food industry.

These recent investments 
include: 

• InvestEco Sustainable 
Food Fund – is a $100-mil-

lion fund to invest in 
expansion-stage private 
companies with the goal 
of promoting health and 
sustainability in the food 
and agricultural sector. 

expertise in sustainable 
agriculture and food pro-
duction and believes these 
activities are important to 
environmental and health 
outcomes. InvestEco has 
previously invested in 
many leading food and 
agriculture brands across 
North America. FCC’s 
commitment to this fund is 
$20 million.

• District Ventures Fund 
– is a $100-million fund that 
focuses solely on investing 
in companies operating in 
the food and beverage sec-
tor, health, wellness and 
beauty consumer goods 
categories. In addition to 
capital, District Ventures 
Capital provides recipient 
companies with market-
ing, programming and 
commercialization sup-
port. FCC’s commitment to 
this fund is $20 million.

• Ag Capital Canada 
Fund – is a $24-million 
fund aimed at discovering, 
developing and nurtur-
ing Canadian agricultural 
businesses through capital 
investment and entrepre-
neurial expertise. The fo-
cus is on established busi-
nesses in need of growth 
capital and business man-
agement mentorship. 
FCC’s commitment is $12 
million, which represents 
50 per cent of the fund.

• Bioenterprise – is a 
-

tablished in 2000 to provide 
accelerator, mentorship 
and support services for 
entrepreneurs and innova-
tive companies in Canada’s 
agribusiness and agri-food 
sector. Through its net-

Bioenterprise provides 
hands-on mentorship for 
innovative entrepreneurs 

and start-up companies. 
FCC committed $1.35 mil-
lion in program support 
to facilitate expansion of 
Bioenterprises’ services to 
underserved areas across 
Canada.

 “Our investments focus 
on promoting innovation 
and sustainability within 
Canada’s agriculture and 

food industry, supporting 
start-up to growth stage 

-

for underserved parts of 

“This is another way FCC 
can support entrepreneurs 
and promote innovation 
and success in this exciting 
and dynamic industry.”
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Ahhh…Spring! Finally I might add. And by that I mean 

a bit of warmth. I had refused to stay out at the farm in 

May because it was just too cold. Or as I told the farm 
grandkids, “I am not staying in the camper when there is 
snow on the steps of my camper!” The twins, now nine, 
said they would shovel the steps for me. “Nope,” I told 
them, “not staying!”

But now, after two or three days of warmth, I can say 
I have spent a few nights on-site—well, as close as I am 

-

home these days is a grassy little spot along the evergreen-
tree shelterbelt I planted some 40 years earlier and right 
next to the old shop just a hop, skip and a jump from the 
dog house. With a clear view, I might add, of the barn, the 
bins and the chicken coop. If you look out the windows 
to the south, you might almost think you are up north in 
the bush. Well, that’s a stretch, but you get my meaning.

-
nally, at 10 p.m. I went to bed and as I was drifting into 
never-never land, I heard what I thought was the tractor 
coming into the yard. It was noisy and he left it running 
for several minutes for the ‘cool-down.’

Meanwhile my husband managed to clankety-bang his 
way through the camper door and yell up the stairs, “You 
awake? I’m just gonna let that cool down for a bit.” Al-
righty, good to know. Then he decided to cook his break-
fast (yes, 10:30 p.m. by now) for a quick re-heat in the 
morning (to save time is the theory, as if getting up at 5:00 
won’t be early enough to make breakfast AND get to the 

how sensitive that smoke detector is, but noooooooo, we 
needed to listen to that plus that darn tractor. 

Fortunately Joe, the rooster, is asleep at that time of the 
night, that’s all I can say. By the time all was said and 

done, it must have been 11:00 and I was basically wide 

Joe is awake by 5:00 a.m. And so was I the next morn-
ing. Not to mention whatever tractors and trucks seemed 
to be roaring outside my bedroom window. Why was it 
that I was excited about staying at the farm? I managed 

my breakfast on the table—scrambled eggs and bacon, all 
cooked the night before and so sweetly taken from the 
fridge, laid out ready for microwaving. Ewwwww! 

The next evening, the grandkids were keen to roast 

the “noisy tractor” story from the night before, the twins 
looked at me with disdain. “Grandma! Grandpa would 
never bring the tractor and air seeder back to the yard. It 

right. After all, I HAD heard it running—and quite likely 
six feet from my ‘upper-level’ bedroom.

when he got in was about the noisy tractor running the 
night before. “Oh,” he explained, “that was the diesel 

Alas, the kids were right and I was wrong. Although, to 

my credit, I got the “noisy” part right.
The twins stopped by the camper Sunday morning as 

I was recording acres on the calendar and as luck would 
have it, I had the dates and quarter sections marked as 
well as crop type. A couple of days though, I had missed 
marking what crop had been seeded. “Hey boys, what 
did Grandpa seed on the ‘Reid quarter?” I asked. In uni-
son I hear, “wheat.” 

up top?” I continued. “Wheat,” I hear them say and then 
one explains, “Grandma, after the peas and corn, then it’s 
wheat, then it will be oats, then the canola.” Sort of with 
this tone as if, ‘how could you not know that, Grandma?’ 
“Besides,” he says, “You know that’s canola stubble on 

through that miserable, awful harvest season and yes, I 
missed combining altogether. So no, I don’t remember 
what was seeded where last year. Oh, but they do!

I was relaying this story to my husband at supper-in-

day as he shared how he gets through his day. “When 

Then by mid-afternoon, I say, ‘Only eight hours to go,’ 
and so on.” And I had the audacity to think the hour and 
a half I spent writing this column was getting to be long.

Back at the yard, I asked the boys if I could go gather 
a few eggs from the hen house as I was running short. 
“There are none in there, they only lay in the morning and 
we gathered them,” they said. “You could get one from 
Zoe later, though,” they added. “8:00 p.m., you could get 
one.”

“Who is Zoe?” I ask, wondering if they are talking 

“Joe’s wife,” was the answer. I didn’t bother asking if 
Joe has more than one wife amongst that hen house full 
of chickens because I just didn’t know if I would have 
had the right answers for them. And that’s just another 
regular day in our crazy down-on-the-farm kind of life!
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BY ROB PAUL

LOCAL JOURNALISM

INITIATIVE REPORTER

Recently the federal gov-
ernment announced $252 
million in funding for the 
agriculture industry in 
Canada as support during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Agricultural Produc-
ers Association of Saskatch-
ewan (APAS) has respond-
ed to the federal funding 
by saying it’s a first step 
in the right direction, but 
the group wants more to 
be done to secure Canada’s 
food supply and address 
financial difficulties facing 
Saskatchewan farmers.

“Any assistance to pro-
ducers is welcome, but this 
package is only a small 
first step in addressing the 
needs at the farm gate,” 
said APAS President Todd 
Lewis. “We need more ac-
tion from the government 
to help reduce our risk 
and secure Canada’s agri-
cultural industry and food 
supply.”

“Cattle and hog produc-
ers are facing the most im-
mediate crisis as a result 
of Covid-19, and the mea-
sures announced today 
will help address specific 
issues within these supply 
chains. But there are many 
other issues that still need 
to be addressed. The prime 
minister himself acknowl-
edged that this is a first 
step.”

The $252 million falls 
short of the $2.6 billion the 
Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture (CFA) identi-
fied as the amount needed 
to avoid serious food inse-
curity and hardship to both 
farmers and consumers.

Overall, Lewis says it’s 
nice to see the government 
going forward with sup-
port, but more needs to be 
done to get through Co-
vid-19.

“It’s important that 
there’s some recognition 
that agriculture does need 
some support,” said Lewis. 
“Certainly not all sectors 
of agriculture are getting 
affected as badly by Co-
vid-19.”

“What Covid-19 has 
done to certain sectors of 
agriculture such as live-
stock and pork producers 
is far greater an impact 
than on the grain sector 
currently. Those sectors 
that are in trouble certainly 
need support.”

“The CFA looked at the 
impacts of Covid-19 on 
agriculture Canada wide— 
it’s had an impact on every 
sector—and different sec-
tors of the industry have 
been devastated by Co-
vid-19,” said Lewis.

“The situation is very se-
rious and it ($252 million) 
was only about a tenth of 
what was asked for, but 
let’s hope—in the prime 
minister’s own words— 
that this just the start and 
let’s hope we’re able to 

press upon them that they 
need to have more money 
coming in short order.”

With that in mind, Lewis  
pointed out that the federal 
support will provide $50 
million each to Canada’s 
beef and pork sectors, but 
the CFA calculated that 
$840 million is needed to 
assist those sectors.

If more isn’t done for 
the agriculture industry as 
they deal with Covid-19, 
Lewis fears it will have a 
permanent impact.

“I think if we look at 
the cattle industry for in-
stance, animals are having 
to be kept back because of 
the closures at the process-
ing plants and that’s in-
stant cost for producers as 
they’ve got to hold those 
animals over and feed 
them,” said Lewis. “That’s 
just one example there.”

“Also, the price of live 
cattle has dropped because 
of the closures, it’s an im-
pact on both sides of the 
cattle industry. Those loss-
es just aren’t sustainable 
and we’re going to see live-
stock operations cease and 
they’ll produce less cattle 
or even exit the industry.”

“In a province like Sas-
katchewan we sure don’t 
want to see any produc-
ers be forced to leave the 
industry because it’s very 
hard to get them back, es-
pecially the young produc-
ers.”

APAS says the agricul-
ture industry needs more 
than the $252 million the 
federal government is giv-
ing in support and has 
released their own policy 
recommendations to ad-
dress the challenges facing 
Saskatchewan producers.

The policy recommenda-
tions in APAS’ Covid-19 
income support for live-
stock sector plan cover ac-
cess to credit, emergency 
relief programs, domestic 
processing capacity, and 
business risk management. 

APAS says the livestock 
producers responding to 
the APAS Covid-19 Farm 
Survey, 60% were fac-
ing cash-flow challenges 
and 20% were having dif-
ficulties either managing 
existing loans or secur-
ing financing for future 
operations. The situation 
will worsen with contin-
ued price declines and in-
creased feed costs. 

“It’s interesting, the FCC 
amount is about $5 bil-
lion—that was really an 
election promise that was 
carried through,” said 
Lewis. “Is that money 
accessible to all produc-
ers and how accessible is 
it? The jury is still out on 
that,” said Lewis.

“We’ve heard some 
producers have been able 
to access that money, but 
have also heard other pro-
ducers haven’t. It’s issues 
like that, with our credit in-
stitutions across the board 

there’s a lot of uncertainty 
and with the economy. In 
some situations it’s harder 
to get credit than it was be-
fore with Covid-19.”

“It’s hard to borrow 
money in the current mar-
ketplace and really at the 
end of the day how sus-
tainable is taking on more 
debt for producers? In-
stead of going further into 
debt they may just cut their 
losses and exit the indus-
try,” said Lewis.

APAS requests FCC 
develop clear targeted 
lending criteria for farm 
businesses producing com-
modities or holding in-
ventory that has lost 10% 
of market value due to 
Covid-19 related market 
decline. To ensure the ad-
ditional lending capacity 
is made available to farm 
businesses banking with 
other financial institutions, 
the lending criteria needs 
to include financial guar-
antees or other arrange-
ments provided outside of 
FCC’s portfolio. 

With the federal govern-
ment giving the agricul-
ture industry $252 million 
in support, APAS says it’s 
a start, but more must be 
done and soon.

“These decisions are 
being made in days and 
weeks, not months,” said 
Lewis. 

“We’re pressing upon 
the government the urgen-
cy of the situation.”

“For production deci-
sions, there’s only one way 
to 100 per cent guarantee 
there won’t be produc-
tion — if you don’t plant a 
seed or don’t raise an ani-
mal. It’s seeding time and 
if they don’t see any way 
forward that they’re going 
to have any kind of cer-
tainty or hope to be able to 
harvest it, then why would 
they put the money in the 
ground now? They just 
won’t bother seeding their 
crops.”

“That’s one example 
there, in that industry espe-
cially,” said Lewis. “There’s 
been lots of labour issues. 
That’s why temporary for-
eign workers are necessary 
and it’s difficult to get them 
in place so we’re going to 
need Canadians to backfill 
those positions.”

“One of the unintended 
consequences of some of 
the government support 
programs is that it’s dif-
ficult to motivate people 
to come out and work in 
agriculture. We’re look-
ing for some program-
ming that may allow them 
to keep their government 
support and be able to en-
hance their income if they 
come out and work in ag-
riculture for the summer 
months.”

“That’s just an example 
with labour shortage for 
producers that if they don’t 
see some way of getting 
some help on their opera-

tions in the summer and 
fall, there’s a good chance 
they won’t grow that 
food,” said Lewis.

APAS supports assis-
tance for:

The Canadian Pork 
Council request for $20 
per head compensation for 
hog producers selling into 
markets below production 
costs. 

A direct grant to produc-
ers to increase the retention 
of heifer calves into breed-
ing stock rather than the 
meat market thereby re-
ducing the glut of finished 
animals. 

A direct grant to pro-
ducers to offset feed costs 
required to maintain cull 
animals for which there is 
inadequate processing ca-
pacity. 

A Financial Stimulus of 
no less than 5% of Agri-
Invest Allowable Net Sales 
(ANS), without matching 
producer contributions 

Ongoing Federal Tax De-
ferral Program to give pro-
ducer greater flexibility to 
manage market volatility. 

Reintroduction of a Set 
Aside Program wherein 

feedlots would be pro-
vided a per animal/per 
day payment to retain/
maintain the animal on 
feed for up to 90 days until 
they could move into the 
slaughter facilities. 

A federal food procure-
ment strategy that involves 
the federal purchase of Ca-
nadian produced meat and 
other food.

With the recent closures 
and slowdowns at the Car-
gill and JBS Brooks meat 
processing plants due to 
Covid-19, APAS is wor-
ried about supply-chain 
disruptions going forward, 
especially for smaller pro-
cessors.

“Part of the announce-
ment for processors was 
that $70 million is going to 
personal protective equip-
ment,” said Lewis. “That’s 
paramount now in the pro-
cessing plants that they’re 
able to provide a safe envi-
ronment for their employ-
ees and for food safety.”

“There’s a number of 
small food processors in 
this province that money 
should be targeted to. In 
Saskatchewan’s situation 

there’s lots of small pro-
cessors that don’t have the 
money up front to make 
those investments and that 
may limit their capacity.”

“With companies like 
Cargill, those are big com-
panies with deep pockets 
and they can afford to put 
those measures in and they 
have the opportunity to re-
capture those costs when 
they pass it along to the 
consumer,” said Lewis. 
“And we’re already seeing 
increased costs with some 
cuts of meat at the consum-
er level and that will pay 
for the added costs to those 
processors.”

“In the small processing 
sectors they may not be 
able to do it right from the 
get go and won’t have the 
opportunity to go through 
a production cycle and 
pass those cots along,” said 
Lewis.

“I think this money 
needs to be put towards 
small processing plants, lo-
cal processors like we have 
a lot of in rural Saskatch-
ewan. It’s important that 
money gets to the right 
people.”
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APAS says $252 million for agriculture a step in right direction



A group of business stu-
dents at the University of 
Regina’s Paul J. Hill School 
of Business has been given a 
unique opportunity to partner 
with a leader in the province’s 
agri-food industry.

During the Winter 2020 
semester, Dr. Tatiana Levit, 
Assistant Professor, created 
a group project for students 
in her  International Market-
ing class. The students were 
tasked with making strategic 
recommendations to CanMar 
Foods Ltd., a leading Sas-
katchewan agri-food produc-
er. Basing their recommenda-
tions on their own extensive 
market research, they would 
gain hands-on experience in 
one of the province’s most im-
portant sectors.

“We used to run a simula-
tion game as the main group 
project in this class, but I 
wanted to try something 
new,” said Levit. “Agriculture 
is so important to our way of 
life, and giving students real-
world application is key for 
their future success.”

Thackeray BAdmin’05, Senior 
Director, Market Intelligence 
at the Saskatchewan Trade 
& Export Partnership (STEP) 
to develop an international 
marketing project for her stu-
dents to work alongside the 
agri-foods industry. Thacker-
ay introduced Levit to Myles 
Hamilton, President, CanMar 
Foods Ltd., and the project be-
gan to take shape.

CanMar Foods Ltd. is a 

seed producer with a 15-year 
history, operating farms in 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 
From small beginnings, the 
company has grown to be 
the largest producer of food-

distributes their in-demand 
product to more than 20 coun-
tries throughout North Amer-
ica, Europe, and Asia. The 

roasting process and sells its 

at major retailers across the 
country including Costco, Co-
Op, Loblaws, and Safeway. 
Hamilton notes that despite 
the company’s national and 
international success, they re-
main locally rooted.

great culture, and a healthy 
nutritional product grown 
right here in Saskatchewan. 
We may not be the largest 
food processor in Saskatch-
ewan - but what we do, we do 
really well,” says Hamilton. 
“What’s unique about our 
business is that we are fully 
integrated from the farming 
operation right to the consum-
er. We think of it as ‘from our 
farm to your spoon’.”

For the project, the class 

Each group researched the 
countries in the region they 
had been assigned, taking 
into consideration political 
systems, demographics, cul-
ture, food regulations, and 
distribution. Students had ac-
cess to international market-
ing resources from STEP and 
a detailed presentation by 
Hamilton, along with a tour 
of CanMar Foods Ltd.’s pro-
duction facility. The student 
groups used online collabora-
tion tools and recorded videos 

-
mendations to Hamilton.

Carrie Kotylak, a fourth-
year International Business 
student with a farming back-
ground, was excited to take on 
the project to learn how crops 
grown in Saskatchewan get to 
the rest of the world. 

“It was so interesting to see 

a new side of the agri-food 
business,” said Kotylak. “We 
all learned so much from Myl-
es and from STEP. It’s pretty 
amazing to see what Can-
Mar Foods Ltd. is able to do 
around the world from right 
here in Saskatchewan.”

Kotylak’s group was as-
signed the Middle East as 
their region and had to ex-
plore potential expansion 

After completing extensive re-
search, the group was able to 
conclude that CanMar Foods 
Ltd. should expand its distri-
bution to Israel. Other coun-
tries that were recommended 
by groups included Denmark, 
Czech Republic, Australia, 
and the Netherlands.

Hamilton raved about the 
quality of the student research 
and noted that some gems 
from each team’s recommen-

dations have already been 
shared with CanMar’s man-
ager of marketing. The pre-
sentation by Kotylak’s group 
was so convincing that Hamil-
ton has even been considering 
moving forward with their 
recommendation.

“We have travelled to Israel 
in the past, but it was never 
on our radar as a country for 
CanMar Foods Ltd. to export 
to,” said Hamilton. “Based on 
the strength of the students’ 
recommendation, we will be 
considering Israel as a new 
market. The students did 
some very good market analy-
sis with respect to competitors 
and pricing that will help us 
to assess market entry.”

Kotylak also noted the in-
credible opportunities pre-
sented from working on proj-
ects with an industry so tied to 
the growth of Saskatchewan.

“This project was excellent 
in terms of providing us with 
real-world experience in eco-

factors agribusinesses in the 
province deal with on a regu-
lar basis,” said Kotylak. “I am 

more class projects having an 
agri-food focus.”

In addition to Internation-
al Marketing, Levit teaches 
other marketing courses in-
cluding Consumer Behaviour. 
When deciding on projects 
for upcoming semesters, Le-

agribusiness topics within 
the syllabus. She previously 
published a co-authored case 
study on Canadian Western 
Agribition through Ivey Pub-
lishing, as part of the Hill 
School’s Hill-Ivey partnership 
agreement, funded by the 
generosity of Paul J. Hill. As 

a result of this partnership, to 
date more than 80,000 copies 
of cases co-authored by Hill 
and Ivey faculty and featuring 
Western Canadian organiza-
tions have been distributed in 
86 countries.

 “The students learn where 
food comes from, how it gets 
to the table, and all of the 
processes, regulations, and 
marketing that most don’t 
normally think about when 
they sit down to eat,” said Le-
vit. “In Saskatchewan, with so 
many businesses boasting na-
tional and global distribution, 
the U of R’s Hill and Levene 
Schools are uniquely posi-

our students with access to 
these interesting and exciting 
educational opportunities re-
lated to agribusiness.”

Levit is busy exploring ad-
ditional possibilities with 

STEP and their other agri-
food clients for future class 
projects. Based on the success 

and CanMar Foods Ltd. are 
interested in working with 
the Hill and Levene Schools of 
Business again.

“Having the students as 
part of the mix has proven to 
be valuable - I think we will 
continue to learn a lot from 
each other,” said Hamilton.  

Dr. Gina Grandy, Dean of 
the School of Business com-
mented, “I am grateful to Dr. 
Levit, CanMar Foods Ltd. 
and STEP for providing Hill 
students with this incredible 
work-integrated learning op-
portunity in agribusiness. The 
Schools’ programming and re-
search activities are tied close-
ly to the economic growth of 

relates to agribusiness.”
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WE DIG DIRT

6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only. 6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CK10, DK10 and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 2016 – June 30, 2020. Offer valid only at 
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520 Railway Ave
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U of R business students partnering with agrifood production company 



BY OWEN ROBERTS

Holding back cattle when processing facilities slow—or 
even stop—has multiple implications on the farm busi-

you identify and address the risks and come up with miti-

-

-
-
-

-
-
-

and a scenario impact analysis.
Continued on Page B9 
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At Nutrien, our purpose is to grow our world 
from the ground up. As the world’s largest 
provider of crop inputs, services and solutions, 
Nutrien plays a critical role in feeding the future 
by helping growers to increase food production 
in a sustainable manner. 

We’re moving the agriculture industry and 
the world forward – today and for generations 
to come. Nutrien invests in community initiatives 
and partnerships that enhance the quality of life 

the goals and values of our company.

OUR STORE FRONT IS CLOSED,
BUT WE ARE STILL HERE TO SERVE YOU
ORDERS are still being PROCESSED AND shipped canada 
wide in support of those who rely on our products. 

YOUR orders can also be arranged for pickup!

Our team is now available to answer your questions
from 9:00am - 10:00pm, Monday - Friday!

FOR FULL INVENTORY AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Firearms
optics
ammo

accessories
archery

bushcraft
apparel

and more!

Holding back cattle requires 
proactive business plan

Mariah Roy submitted these photos as part of the World-Spectator’s spring seeding photo contest.
These photos were taking near Fairlight with Hebert Grain Ventures

Partner with the only lender 100%  
invested in Canadian ag and food.

1-800-387-3232 | fcc.ca

Saskatchewan agriculture 
helps feed the world and helps 

fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for 

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN 
CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St. • Moosomin, SK



 Continued from page B3
“A lot of analysts say otherwise, that it should stay where 

we’re at or maybe even a little better, so I don’t know,” adds 
Foy. “If prices were to drop, we would probably have to look 
at some kind of assistance, maybe a loan or something to tide 
us over, because it always goes in cycles. The prices for us al-
ways cycle up and cycle down. Maybe a loan to get out of the 
down cycle—that might be something we would have to look 
at if that happened. But so far it hasn’t affected us too much.

“I feel for the smaller businesses around town. It had to af-
fect them to be shut down for a month or two, businesses like 
the smaller restaurants.”

Duchek right on schedule
Blake Duchek farms in the Atwater, Stockholm and Bangor 

area, and has planted canola, wheat and feed for cattle this 
year.

He says the wet weather last year didn’t put seeding be-
hind this year, but did create a bit of extra work this spring.

“We got all our crops off but we didn’t get all our fall work 
done in the field,” he says. “It never put us behind but it cre-
ated more work to do in the spring. But we had enough guys. 
It tied up one more guy for helping to seed.

“We are about 90 per cent done, and should be done in 
about two day’s time,” he said on Thursday. “We’re right on 
schedule. We’ll be finishing about the same time as last year 
and we actually started about two days later this spring, so 
we are right on schedule.

“It was May 3 we started. It was kind of touch-and-go for a 
few days, but it’s dried up real nice and we’re basically seed-
ing everything that we seeded last year, so it’s been going 
pretty good actually.

“An inch of rain in three or four days here would be nice, 
because the soil is getting dry, especially after we’ve seeded 
and opened up the soil, what little moisture there is left in it, 
it’s fairly dry. We could use an inch of rain here quite soon.”

Duchek says the first crop they’ve seeded has already start-
ed to come up.

He said Covid-19 had them worried at first, but once seed-
ing started he felt better.

“You’re worried that somebody is going to get sick and 
then you’d be short a guy,” he says. “By the time you real-
ize somebody is sick, on a farm it’s hard to social distance 
(from the other workers) because you are running the same 
machinery, and chances are pretty good that if one person got 
it that pretty much everyone on the farm would have gotten 
it. That was a little bit of a worry, but once we started seeding 
and you don’t have any contact with anybody else for three 
weeks beside your crew, it was a relief that everyone made it 
to the beginning of the season, and that no one was sick.

“As far as logistics of getting seed and fertilizer, we pretty 
much had everything in place before. Some of the dealerships 
were doing curbside pickup. It actually went pretty good. We 
didn’t experience any delays, so it’s going better than expect-
ed.”

Like Foy, Duchek says he wouldn’t likely need any of the 
federal aid on offer through FCC this year.

“That money they announced available through FCC, 
that’s just basically available for taking on new loans. I guess 
if we really needed it, it’s there, but to borrow your way out 
of trouble isn’t really the best way either, so I don’t think that 
really hit the spot. I think the farming sector is probably the 
best industry to be in that’s least effected by all the financial 
effects of Covid-19. It’s still business as usual for us. It’s not 
like we’re running a restaurant and we’re shut down.

“Financially it hasn’t really affected us yet. I guess some of 
the potato farmers in Manitoba, some of the more specialized 
farmers, they are more affected. Talking to our neighbor, he’s 
a turkey producer, and he’s really worried. There is only one 
plant that processes turkeys in Manitoba where his turkeys 
go, and if the same thing happens to that turkey processing 
plant as it did to Cargill out in Alberta, he’s booked in for a 
date already this summer and he says he can only hold his 
birds for two weeks before slaughter. Guys like that are wor-
ried, but for us grain guys, I’m not too worried.”

Hruska wrapping up seeding last week
Kevin Hruska farms between Esterhazy and Langenburg 

and said they would be wrapping up seeding by the end of 
last week. He says they was able to get all of their crop off last 
year, and had a good start this year.

“We finished harvest last year. We didn’t have any carry 
over, so we didn’t struggle with that at all, so we were ready 
to go like normal. But it cooled off, and what looked like it 
was going to be an early spring with less snowfall, it didn’t 
turn out to be that way because it got so cold. So we had sort 
of an average startup time, and conditions are average to 
good for us,” he says.

“I would say we are right on schedule for it to be consid-
ered a very satisfactory seeding. There have been very few 
interruptions. We had some snow and we lost a half a day. 
We’ll be finished Friday,” he said on Thursday.

“For us it went very smooth. The conditions are good to 
excellent and the weather in the seeding window was very 
co-operative. We got started on Wednesday, May 6. We did a 
test plot of peas over Wednesday and Thursday (that week). 
And that Friday is when the gates flew wide open and away 
the horses went.

“I think we are fairly typical. Lots of people will be wrap-
ping up this weekend and in the next few days. The people 
that have some harvesting to do in the spring will be delayed. 
But lots are wrapping up, lots are in good shape and lots are 
well advanced. We wish everybody well for sure.”

Hruska has wheat, canola and 2,000 acres of peas out this 

year.
“The peas, we’re trying them,” he says. “We’re always 

looking for a third rotation crop, and we’ve tried beans and 
corn but we don’t want another late-season crop. So we are 
looking for an alternative, because we grow wheat and canola 
back and forth and back and forth, and we have for 30 years, 
but that’s a tight rotation. So we are always testing our skills 
with another crop in case we have to go to something else 
because of disease. If we are forced to go to a different crop at 
least we have tested our skills at growing it.”

Hruska says they weren’t too anxious about Covid-19, but 
wanted to get seeding underway just in case.

“Inherently we are quarantined most of the time anyway,” 
he says. “I would say we were getting a little restless and anx-
ious to go seeding because it’s self quarantining anyway.

“We own Bridgeview Manufacturing as well, and Covid-19 
has stopped the phone from ringing there and really slowed 
us up, but it has not affected us dramatically (as farmers), 
and the commodity prices didn’t make any extreme moves. 
It seems like they are suffering a little bit, but not too bad—I 
guess the world has to eat. Countries aren’t going to be run-
ning out of food now so they are keeping their shipments 
coming.

“Without the deep fryers going in the restaurant, at some 
point in time, you’d think it would have to hit the canola mar-
ket.”

Hruska says they have no interest in the federal loan pro-
grams on offer to help farmers.

“We have zero interest in a loan. A loan is not a grant, it 
could be the kiss of death for some people. If you are already 
maxed out, what good is a loan? You have to pay it back un-
less they are going to forgive the loan. I think the people that 
need it, it’s going to harm the most.”

Hutch Farms affected by wet fall
Rylar Hutchinson, who has land east of Highway 8 be-

tween Rocanville and Moosomin, says the wet fall did put 
them behind a little bit. He has planted wheat and canola this 
year.

“The wet fall did put us behind because we were able to 
finish harvest last year but weren’t able to get back into the 
field to do any fall work, harrowing, or cultivating,” he says. 
“So we weren’t able to start seeding as quick as we did last 
seeding season.

“Seeding has been going pretty good for Hutch Farms, 
knock on wood. I’d say we are pretty close to being on target 
considering how wet we were in the fall.

“Our soil in places is wet. There are places that we could 
have seeded but can’t due to it being too wet. We have to 
be careful while running the drill. This nice warm, windy 
weather we’ve been having lately is helping dry things up 
though.

“If Mother Nature is on our side we should be able to wrap 
things up by end of next week,” he said on Thursday.

Hutchinson says Covid-19 hasn’t had much of an effect on 
their operation, and Hutch Farms hasn’t really looked at any 
of the financial programs on offer federally because they feel 
they don’t need it.

“We haven’t really looked into any of it since the whole 
Covid thing hasn’t really affected our farm. Our operations 
are the same as years before,” he says.

“Covid has affected the livestock farmers a lot more,” add-
ed Cam Hutchinson, Rylar’s father. “Government aid right 
now is basically loans and extensions that really don’t make 
up for lost income. We need help with global markets and 
stronger farmgate prices.”

 The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, May 25, 2020B8

Spring Seeding is almost here!

These photos were submitted as a part of the 2019
World-Spectators Spring Seeding Photo Contest!

We will be running our contest again 
in 2020 for a chance to win $100!

Get your cameras ready!!
Photos can be email to: photos@world-spectator.com

Local farmers say seeding going
smoothly, Covid-19 having little impact
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Need something printed?
Business cards • Brochures • Flyers • Posters • And more!

Call us for a print quote! 306-435-2445

HAY EQUIPMENT
SPRING INSPECTION PROMOTION

HAY TOOL INSPECTION
Complete check over of your baler, Haybine or Discbine

$25000

Regular price $35000

• 10% off service - Installed  
 parts*

• $3000 per hour off labour*

* In shop repairs on hay tools only

BUNDLE & SAVE!
Both inspections for only

$67500
Book both your 2WD/MFWD 

tractor with your baler, 
haybine or discbine and 

save $17500

** Regular price tractor inspections are $500 
& hay tool inspections are regular $350

MOOSOMIN • 306-435-3610
MAZERGROUP.CA

JUNE 15 - 19, 
SPECIAL PRICING ON

 TWINE, NETWRAP 
& MORE!!

HAY DAYS EVENT

DISCOUNT CENTRE
St. Lazare, Manitoba

204-683-2416
fdsales@mts.net

Affordable prices for your 
spring renovation project!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

- Concrete paving stones 
& patio blocks

- Windows

- Maple interior trim moldings

- Great prices on surplus 
interior doors

- 13.5 mm laminate 
(Mystic Brown) 3200 Feet 
available at $1.99 sq foot
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Ontario cattle producers Scot and Mur-

ray Legge know that if a sickness out-
break among workers hits a processing 
facility, production lines come to a full 
and sudden stop. As a result, producers 
may need to hold cattle back for several 
weeks.

As the COVID-19 pandemic story con-
tinues to unfold, the Legges know they 
need to prepare for any potential process-
ing delays. They’re reducing the energy 
rations in one of their cattle groups, so 

will buy some time until the current pro-
cessing plant situation is clearer.

The Legges are more worried about 
processing than demand. Now, their 
farm’s freezer beef trade is up about 25%, 
and they’re supplying another farm re-
tailer who is also experiencing greater on-
farm freezer beef sales.

“Hopefully, this means kitchens are 
once again becoming places where peo-
ple cook meals and use beef,” Scot says.

Filipchuck urges beef producers to thor-
oughly assess their operations now and 
plan for potential marketing disruptions. 

She says a close working relationship 
with farm advisors and creditors is al-
ways part of good management, maybe 
even more so when unfamiliar situa-

-
nancial upheaval beckons. 

Creditors are partners for change, and 

the more they understand about the mat-
ter, the better. 

-
ments are an issue, which they could very 
well be if cattle need to be held back, have 
those discussions open and honestly ear-
ly on and let them know what your plan 

restructuring is required, do the work to 

so that you can have an open and honest 
discussion about your business strategy 
and the support you are asking them to 
partner with you on.”

And don’t overlook small opportuni-
ties. For example, the Legge’s freezer beef 
sales aren’t a big part of their operation. 
But if food security-conscious consumers 
are moving more towards support for lo-
cal commodities, there may be a chance to 
build that part of the business as a partial 
defence against unpredictable markets.

“Selling into a local market is an exam-
ple of looking for ways to do things dif-
ferently than in the past,” says Filipchuck. 
”It won’t alleviate the whole problem, but 

Holding back cattle comes with risks 
and implications on the farm, but if pro-
cessing facilities are closed due to human 
illness, sometimes producers are left with 
no choice. Identify and address risks now, 
experts say, and come up with mitigation 
strategies. New marketing opportunities 
may create ways to bring in new income.

Holding back cattle 
requires proactive 

business plan
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Universe  
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK 

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Call Universe Satellite Sales for unbelievable sales and discounts for the month of May!

As of May 18, 57 per cent of seeding is complete in 
southeast Saskatchewan, up from 23 per cent last week. 

the spring wheat, 58 per cent of the canary seed, 55 per 

As of May 18, seeding progress in southeast Saskatch

gion. 

to spray herbicides. Minimal rainfall has allowed for seed
ing to progress but farm land will need moisture soon to 
support crop and pasture growth.

There were scattered showers in some areas of the re

three per cent surplus, 81 per cent adequate, 15 per cent 

short.

two per cent surplus, 75 per cent adequate, 20 per cent 

short.

Seeding moving forward in southeast Saskatchewan
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Contact us today!

world_spectator@sasktel.net  

We can print and 
distribute your flyer 

through Canada Post

Wheat not paying the bills?

LEARN TO GROW 

GRAIN CORN

MARCH 16, 2017

11:00 A.M.

WAPELLA, SK

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED

CALL JEFF TO RSVP

306-435-9083

PLANTING

Hands on learning on how a planter works and why we need 

to use one

AGRONOMY

Can we grow 200 bu/acre in Saskatchewan?

HARVESTING

Tips on a successful harvest

MARKETING

Market for high moisture corn delivered to Wapella

SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS:

• Test drive our new autosteers!• Check out our RTK!  Compatable with Outback and other GPS monitors

• Lunch Provided • Demos Available

For more information call:306-746-8044

YOU 
ARE INVITED!

ROADSHOW
GPS Information DayApril 10, 2017 • 10am- 2pmBlock 12, 1st Ave. Semans, SK

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag

Now offering: 
CUSTOM SEEDING
ALSO AVAILABLE:
• Custom Spraying
• Custom Haying
• Custom Swathing
• Custom Combining
• Dribble Band Fertilizing

Plus more! Please inquire!

Custom Silage 
Chopping
Full or Partial 

Service Available

TED 204.512.0754    
 WARREN 204.851.1751

Offering Custom Cattle Hauling 
with a 53’ ground load trailer

• Pasture hauling 
• Long hauling • Short hauling

• Licensed & insured for SK & MB

Many years of trucking and 
livestock handling experience!

For information & booking call

306-452-8005

Elize Steyn submitted these photos from Eastview Farms as part of 
the World-Spectator’s spring seeding photo contest. “Days are getting 
better. We love being out seeding!” she says. These photos were taken 
in the RM of Silverwood.



 The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, May 25, 2020B12

How advisors add value to your farm management plan

702 LALONDE ST.  •  WHITEWOOD, SK 

306-735-2560

WE CARRY 
RUNNING 

SHOES
& WORKBOOTS

CHECK OUT 
OUR FISHING 

SUPPLIES

LOTS OF ACTIVITIES FOR 
SOCIAL DISTANCING!

STELLA'S HOME & GARDEN SPECIALS

E.R.P. Hardware
#7 BROADWAY • REDVERS, SK

Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8am- 5pm, Saturday 8am - Noon

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION! 
Phone: 306-452-3393  •  Text: 306-840-8234

Email: erpharware@hotmail.com

Kiwi Kayaks With Paddle

$600 + TAX
Purchase by June 1

Benjamin Moore 
Interior Paint

$62.99/GALLON + TAX & ENVIRO

ALL IN-STOCK
Greenworks Lawn Tools
$50 REBATE with purchase

Lawn Mower: $687
Chain Saw, Blower, 

Hedge Trimmer, String Trimmer

5/4" Deck Boards
Green or Brown

94¢/LINEAL FOOT

Visit our Facebook Page @ 

ERP Pro Hardware
for more promotions!

IN-STOCK!
Patriot & Gallagher 
Fencing Supplies

Build your own Garden shed material package
8' x 8'

$650 + TAX

8' x 10'
$700 + TAX

8' x 12'
$775 + TAX

SOUTHEAST
RENTALS

Oil Tanks for Diesel Fuel 
STORAGE

CALL LEE: 306-577-7042

www.fouillardsteel.com

#1 Grade Coloured 
85¢/sq. ft.

#1 Grade Galvalume 
79¢/sq. ft.

B Grade Coloured 
75¢/sq. ft.

BELOW  
FACTORY DIRECT  

PRICING!

COLOR SALE!
ORANGE

69¢
/SQ. FT.

NOW AVAILABLE
SNAP LOCK

HIDDEN FASTENER
METAL ROOFING

B Grade 4x8
7/16 Ranch Board 

$22.95/Sheet
NOW SELLING
SCREWPILES

31:tfc

#1 Grade Coloured 
85¢/sq. ft.

B Grade Coloured 
77¢/sq. ft.

B Grade Galvanized 
75¢/sq. ft.

Multi Coloured Mill Ends 
45¢/sq. ft.

Structural Steel Dealer 
Now selling Septic/Holding Tanks

BY RICHARD KAMCHEN
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ACCOUNTANT
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LENDERS
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FINANCIAL PLANNER/FARM 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS
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MARKET STRATEGIST

-

PEER ADVISORY GROUPS
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LAWYER
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TRANSITION ADVISORS
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HUMAN RESOURCES
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-

AGROLOGIST/AGRONOMIST
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-

VETS

-

-

FIND AN EXPERT

-

BOTTOM LINE

-
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STOCKHOLM
AGENCIES LTD.

PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959

stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street • Stockholm, SK

Dawn Nagy, CAIB
B K FLETCHER

FAMILY FARMS

MEAT SALES
BARRY

306-434-6046
KENT

306-435-6040

Mark & Pamela Wushke
Whitewood, SK

H: 306-735-2805  C: 306-735-7980
wushkemd@yahoo.ca

#EmmattCreek

Red Angus 2-Year-Old 
Bulls For Sale 

ESTERHAZY  
AGENCIES  
(1986) LTD.

 General Insurance
 Travel Insurance
 Life Insurance

306-745-3983 
513 Main Street, Esterhazy, SK

Hauling Grain, 
Fertilizer, Equipment, 

Potable Water and Gravel. 
PLUS Winch Truck Service.

Ph: 306-645-2032
Rocanville, SK

The Canadian Federation of Agriculture really set the 
bar high with its $2.6-billion aid request last week. When 
a federal program barely worth $252 million was an-
nounced, the disappointment felt throughout the farm-
ing community wasn’t surprising.

The funds were indeed underwhelming and won’t be 
enough to get some of those producers to stick around. 
Many will exit the industry, regrettably.

Before the announcement, we expected to lose as many 
as 15 per cent of Canadian farms due to COVID-19. Ot-
tawa’s plans won’t change that.

The $125-million program to support livestock raises a 
variety of concerns:

· Executing the program will take time, something pro-
ducers don’t have.

· Few details were provided about the role of provinces 
or how much farmers will receive.

· The measures will likely not prevent more animals 
from being euthanized in days to come and killing farm 
animals for no reason is never a good thing. Along with 
the milk dumping, COVID-19 is clearly giving animal ac-
tivists many great case studies served on a silver platter.

It’s all such a shame for our farmers.
Losing farms won’t compromise our nation’s food se-

curity, obviously. Farmland never disappears and can al-
ways be exploited by someone else.

wealth in rural economies located far from urban centres. 
This should be a priority for the federal government. Oc-
cupying our vast nation’s topography should be top of 

mind, from coast, to coast, to coast.
The federal government has rarely bothered to show 

any evidence that it cared about rural communities – or 
agriculture, for that matter. But it should before it’s too 
late.

The help for agriculture was unsurprisingly slow. In 
-

nancial aid directly to farmers weeks ago so they could 
deal with the aftermath of COVID-19.

In the U.S., every American is providing $86 through 
taxes to support agriculture via government-sanctioned 
programs. In Europe, it’s over $90 per capita. In Canada, 
the per capita support for agriculture is $6. Six tiny dol-
lars.

Farmers have every right to be disappointed.

We should hope it is for the sake of the sector.
There are interesting elements in the plan and the gov-

ernment should be credited for these:
· Recognizing that the Canadian Dairy Commission is 

the ideal agent to deal with production surplus.
·  The $100-million credit to the Crown corporation re-

sponsible for making sure milk surpluses are managed 
properly.

· The $77 million allocated to expand domestic process-
ing capacity.

The federal government has rarely recognize food 
processing as a worthy investment. The agri-food sector 

can’t be vigorous without a reliable, strong processing 
arm.

The Canadian processing sector, however, is incredibly 
anemic and in crisis. In fact, it was in a crisis when it en-

-

has spoken about it.
Processing is the cornerstone for any food supply 

chain, although Canadians appear to have forgotten that 
over the years.

Weaknesses in processing will always arise in times 
of crises, like COVID-19, and this sector is desperate for 
more attention.

Ottawa presented a decent, measured plan, if too little 
too late. But it was wrong to expect so much from a gov-
ernment that’s obsessed with city-slicking ideas. Under 
its regime, pet shops have a greater chance of survival 
than some farmers.

But the program gives a sense of what needs to be 
improved over time. Food processing needs support to 
keep employees safe at work, and we need mechanisms 
to prevent spoilage at the farm gate. Those issues are 
both within the scope of the program, which is a good 
sign for the future.

Ottawa needs to make sure there are fewer divisions 
between the players in the food chain. Farmers should 
care about processors and vice versa. The same goes for 
the rest of the food chain. There are good examples in 
other parts of the world, so much work is still needed.

An urban-rural divide remains entrenched in most fed-
eral government policies, including this announcement.

However, knowing how that divide can skew every-
thing, $252 million for farmers is a decent start. Expecting 
more was a mistake.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

Sylvain Charlebois

Canadian farmers deserve better from feds

Need a 
Sign?

We can help 
you out with all 
your signage!

METAL SIGNS
COROPLAST SIGNS

VINYL BANNERS

For large signs or small signs, talk to our 
professional designers at The World-Spectator

306-435-2445 
world_spectator@sasktel.net 
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For projects small or big,  
remember to call or click 

before you dig.
Submit your 
request 
online at:

Planning to dig  
or excavate? 
Call: MB 1-800-940-3447 
        SK 1-866-828-4888

31:4c

BONKOWSKI
ENTERPRISES INC.

MOOSOMIN, SK        306-435-8008

• Specializing in Continuous   
 Metal Roofi ng

• Siding Systems

• Custom Metal Flashings

• No exposed fasteners to leak

• Quality Workmanship

• Several colors to choose from

• Metal Cedar Shake Look

ON SNAP-LOCK 
ROOFINGSPRING SPECIALS 

26 GA WHITE LINER PANEL
79¢/sq.ft (pricing special on larger quantities)

Hartung Services
COMMERCIAL  &  AGRICULTURE

Mobile Glass Replacement & Stone Chip Repair

306-743-5014
CELL: 306-496-7222

hartungservices@sasktel.net 
619 McNaughton Crescent 

Langenburg, SK

Accredited  
Repair Center

98 Cook Road  •  Moosomin, SK

306-435-3979

Dr. Ross grew up near Virden, MB and now raises Purebred 
Shorthorn cattle with his father Jeff near Brandon, MB.  He 
enjoys showing cattle, curling, playing fi ddle and bagpipes!  
Dr. Ross has a keen interest in all aspects of mixed animal 
practice and is looking forward to getting to know you and 
your animals.

Key “M”
Auction Services

BOX 10 • WAUCHOPE, SK • S0C 2P0
E-MAIL: AUCTIONKEYM@GMAIL.COM

FARM & PONY  
EQUIPMENT AUCTION  
FOR DWAYNE & MARY KOVACH

Saturday, June 20, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
 2 1/2  miles South of Kennedy (East entrance into town OR 

From South junction of Highway  #48 and #9, 6 miles North on 
#9, 3 miles West on High Ridge Road, South 1/2 mile--East side

Terms: Cash or cheque with proper ID.

THIS SALE WILL BE CONDUCTED UNDER  
SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS

306-452-3815 Cell: 306-452-7847
www.keymauctions.com

LICENSE #324451

Tractors
Haying &  

Livestock Equipment
Misc Equipment
Shop And Yard

Livestock
Pony Related Items

Recreational
 Vehicles

On May 14, Agriculture 
Minister David Marit is 
announcing $10 million 
in additional funding to 
help livestock producers 
manage the impacts of Co-
vid-19 related market dis-
ruptions.

The support includes $5 
million for Saskatchewan’s 
share of the costs associ-
ated with participation in 
the national AgriRecovery 
set-aside program and $5 
million to partially offset 
higher premium costs un-
der the Western Livestock 
Price Insurance Program 
(WLPIP).

With today’s announce-
ment, the Saskatchewan 
government will fund the 
40 per cent provincial con-
tribution to the AgriRe-
covery set-aside program.  
Saskatchewan livestock 
producers will now be able 
to access a total of $12.5 
million under the set-aside 
program.  On May 5, the 
federal government an-
nounced their 60 per cent 
contribution to the AgriRe-
covery program.

“Our livestock sector is 
facing tremendous chal-
lenges, with producers 
facing higher costs to feed 
animals that cannot move 
along the supply chain as 
they normally would,” 
Marit said.  “Participation 
in the AgriRecovery set-
aside program will com-
pensate producers for the 
cost of temporarily hold-
ing cattle back from market 

until supply more evenly 
matches demand and pro-
cessing capacity.”

At this time of the year, 
approximately 3,500 head 
of market-ready steers and 
heifers would typically be 
shipped from Saskatche-
wan to processing facilities 
in Alberta every week.  Re-
cently, less than 400 head 
of fed cattle from Saskatch-
ewan have been processed 
weekly in Alberta plants.

Saskatchewan will work 
closely with industry, the 
federal government and 
other western provinces to 
finalize the details of the 
set-aside program.  The 
Saskatchewan Crop Insur-
ance Corporation will de-
liver the program to Sas-
katchewan producers.

“Covid-19 has had mul-
tiple effects on Canada’s 
cattle producers,” Sas-
katchewan Cattlemen’s 
Association Chair Arnold 
Balicki said.  “Industry 
put forth a number of rec-
ommendations to govern-
ments to address our com-
plex industry’s challenges.  
It is great to see Saskatch-
ewan stepping up on set 
aside and price insurance.  
These will help with the 
backlog and make it more 
affordable for producers 
to participate in price in-
surance, injecting some 
certainty into the coming 
months.”

“It is vital that we work 
together to address the 
impact of the serious chal-

lenges presented by Co-
vid-19,” Saskatchewan 
Cattle Feeders Associa-
tion President Chad Ross 
said.  “We welcome the 
measures announced to-
day and look forward to 
continuing to work closely 
with government and oth-
er industry partners to sup-
port producers.”

The impacts of Covid-19 
have been felt across the 
entire livestock sector.  To 
address this, Saskatchewan 
is also taking action to tem-

porarily reduce the cost of 
purchasing livestock price 
insurance through the WL-
PIP.

WLPIP is an important 
risk management tool for 
Saskatchewan livestock 
producers.  WLPIP premi-
ums have increased sig-
nificantly since the end of 
February, due to the un-
certainty of Covid-19.  The 
provincial government 
will provide 40 per cent 
of the increased premium 
costs, dating back to Febru-

ary 25, 2020.
“Today’s funding to 

offset increased livestock 
price insurance premium 
costs will help ensure our 
risk management pro-
grams meet the needs of 
Saskatchewan producers,” 
Marit said.  “The Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan 
is taking steps to ensure 
livestock producers have 
the support they require 
during this unprecedented 
period.”

Additionally, the dead-

line for obtaining calf price 
insurance though the WL-
PIP is being extended from 
May 28, 2020 to June 18, 
2020.

“We welcome the re-
sponse of the Government 
of Saskatchewan to help 
address the challenges 
beef producers are facing,” 
Saskatchewan Stock Grow-
ers Association President  
Bill Huber said.  “West-
ern Livestock Price Insur-
ance is a valuable tool to 
help producers manage 
risk, particularly as we 
navigate market volatility 
due to Covid-19.  Today’s 
announcement will help 
make premiums more af-
fordable and allow addi-
tional time to enroll in the 
program.”

These premium adjust-
ments will be in place un-
til September 1, 2020, at 
which time the provincial 
government will review 
and reassess.  The province 
continues to encourage the 
federal government to sup-
port the sector by contrib-
uting the remaining 60 per 
cent of the increase in pre-
mium costs.

Sask supporting livestock producers during Covid-19
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Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave

Rocanville, SK   |   306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Hon. Warren Kaeding, PAg
Minister for Rural & Remote Health – Minister Responsible for Seniors

MELVILLE-SALTCOATS CONSTITUENCY OFFICES
Head Offi  ce Melville

113 - 3rd Ave., West
Wednesday & Thursday

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Churchbridge
117 Rankin Road

Monday 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Esterhazy
Town Offi  ce

Tuesdays by appintment

The Importance of Agriculture
to the Saskatchewan Economy

It cannot be stated enough, just how much the entire 

Agriculture sector means to this province.

Thank you to all our Farmers, Ranchers and Ag Businesses that 

support our Agriculture sector.

WAPELLA, SK 
306-532-7006

www.pipelinefoods.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN RECEIVING 
& SHIPPING 

ORGANIC 
GRAIN HOURS OF OPERATION:

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

The Government of Saskatchewan re-
-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-
-

-

Ag a big part of the story
-

-

soya beans.
-

-

-
-

-
-

Agriculture a big part of growing exports:

Sask exports up 4.2 per cent in first quarter
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Kara 
Kinna

ASSOCIATE 
PUBLISHER

Jocelyn
Rolufs

ADVERTISING
REPRESENTATIVE

Covering 
Southeast 

Saskatchewan 
and Soutwest 
Manitoba like 

no one else!

CALL NOW TO ADVERTISE!

306.435.2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net

Established in 1884 and STILL GROWING!

Reaching 12,000 readers each week

Published every Monday and covering a growing area!

Distributed with the World-Spectator and to 
thousands of additional households across 

Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest Manitoba

Published the fourth Monday of each month

Ag News

Plain & Valley
Blanketing 

28,000 HOUSEHOLD
across southeast Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba

Published the second Friday of each month

Monday, April 27, 2020          •           Volume 136 Number 30       •           Moosomin, Saskatchewan

Saskatchewan’s fi rst community newspaper • Published weekly since 1884

Publications Mail Agreement 40011909

UNIVERSE SATELLITE SALES

 WWW.UNIVERSESATELLITE.COM • 1-306-645-2669 •  1-306-435-8018

Universe Satellite is your new 

ROXOR DEALER 
in Rocanville!

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

       1-800-880-4533 • 306-435-3313       Check out celebrationford.com for all the amazing inventory!

Celebration Ford is pleased to announce 

we are Saskatchewan's newest 

EMMO E-Bike Dealer
Stop by the showroom to check out our 

selection and take one for a test ride!

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
tribute to 

administrative 
professionals

PAGES 15 - 18

Ag News
APRIL 2020

In honor of the fallen 

The fl ag at the RCMP detachment in Moosomin fl ew at half mast last week in honor of Cst 

Heidi Stevenson and the 22 other people killed in a shooting rampage in Nova Scotia April 18 

and 19. See page 3 for an article on the impact on local RCMP offi cers.

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

On Thursday, Premier Scott Moe and Saskatchewan’s 

the Re-Open Saskatchewan plan, and Moosomin MLA 

Steven Bonk says the fact 

that the plan 
Re-Open Saskatchewan is 

a plan for slowly lifting re-

nesses can open and more 

es and services across Sas-

“The fact that premier 

nounce phase one of re 

opening Saskatchewan econo-

my it is a real testament to the 

commitment of the Saskatchewan people to follow the 

minimized the spread of infection and that’s due to our 

residents,” Moosomin MLA Steven Bonk told the World-

“As we move towards this goal of opening up the econ-

omy it’s imperative that we still realize this is a gradual 

process and that we must follow and adhere to the recom-

a safe distance from others, washing our hands often, and 

He said there are a few factors that helped Saskatch-

In our agriculture sector, for example, people very used to 

“But in general people of Saskatchewan are extremely 

Continued on page 5 

Saskatchewan 
to start to

reopen May 4

MOOSOMIN MLA
STEVEN BONK

BRADLEY’S GM
MOOSOMIN, SK  |  1-800-209-4628  |  WWW.BRADLEYGM.COM

WE WILL BEWE WILL BWE WILLWE WILLE WILWIWE WILL BE 
DISCOUNTINDISCOUNTIISCOUNTIISCOUNTSCOUNCOUNOU NGGG 
OUR SHOP RATE TOUR SHOP RATEUR SHOP RATR SHOP RASHOP RASHOP RHOP TOOO

$$$77979799//HHOHOOURUR RUROU

THROUGH THESE TOUGH TIMES 
WE WANT TO DO OUR PART TO HELP!

CONTINUED THRU TO MAY 31!

Ag News
APRIL 2020

Stefanie and Cassandra Lepp, who farm together near Rivers, Manitoba, have a unique instagram feed.
Posts that look like traditional fashion photography are interspersed with pho-

tos of life on the farm on their instagram account, @thetulepps
“We wanted to be a positive voice for agriculture,” Cassandra said. “There’s a lot of fearmongering in the food world, 

and farmers get a bad rap.”“When we have something to say, we don’t want to say it to people who already know that message.” 

As young girls, Cassandra and Ste-fanie’s roles on the farm were mostly lim-

Continued on page B15 

Sk

Subsc

Lepp sisters using Instagram to promote agriculture

306-434-6485lawrence_hein@hotmail.comwww.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovationsNO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALLINSURANCE JOBS WELCOMEDProudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville & Surrounding Areas!

Renovations
Handyman ServiceBringing Your Ideas To Life

 Full Exterior Renos
 Full Interior Renos
 Custom Decks
 Drywall Painting
 Home Maintenance
 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood
 Kitchen Back Splashes
 Basement Development
 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Stefanie and Cassandra Lepp of Rivers are using Instagram to pro-mote agriculture. Their Instagram feed includes some posts that look like more traditional photo shoots, and others that highlight life on the farm. Their Instagram account is @thetulepps

April 2020  •  Volume 13, Number 4

Please Shop Local
With the COVID-19 Outbreak  

your local businesses  

NEED YOU  
more than ever

Plain & Valley

BY KARA KINNA

Some small businesses say that, despite 

government programs like the Canada 

Emergency Wage Subsidy, the Canada 
-

it comes to government support and they 

-

demic.
Some local businesses say they are not 

-

Cluett says programs

won’t work for her business

she says she can no longer bring in any 

revenue at all through her business, leav-

-

penses looming on the horizon.

Cluett says she is still able to make some 

-
-

the day that money still needs to be paid.

says. “Obviously it helps but they just 

-

take out loans.
“I’ve gone to the RM about property 

to other business that have said the same. 

-

has been speaking to other businesses in 

the area that are in the same situation.

-

through this crisis.

bankruptcy in the last three days is dis-
-
-

-

nesses.

make some revenue through their busi-

-

-

business.
Continued on page 9 

Small businesses say they are falling through the cracks

Local businesses say government support programs don’t work for them and they may have to close their doors

Samantha Cluett with

Samantha’s Boutique in Elkhorn, Manitoba
Rod and Myrna Dingman, owners

of Windsor Bar & Grill in Fleming, Sask.
Bick’s Auto in Elkhorn, Manitoba

B&A 
Holdings Ltd.
Call Bill - 306.577.1643

Find us on  
Facebook @ 

B&A  
Holdings 

LTD.
Rubberstone  
(Cover your ugly 
concrete)
Spring Clean-Up/
Yard Work/ 
Roto-tilling
Tree Removal,  
Cutting& Stump 
Grinding
Industrial &  
Residential Hedge 
Trimming

Farm yard windrow 
restoration
Landscaping
Demolition  
(cabins, garages)
Cement take out and 
hauling
Dump Runs
Light Carpentry
Deck Building

Brick Driveways; 
Fireplaces
Lot sweeping
Skidsteer work
Auger holes 
(4” to 24”-13” 
deep)
Screw piles
Asphalt sealing & 
crack filling 
(Commercial &  
Residential)

Drop by and see us or 
give us a call for a great 

personal experience!

100% family owned 
and operated!

306-435-5800

Canada’s food producers are urgently asking 
for more help from the government amid sup-
ply chain interruptions, labour shortages and 
mounting costs, says the Canadian Federation 
of Independent Business (CFIB). 

New survey results reveal only 29 per cent of 
farmers say the federal emergency funding that 
was recently announced will be helpful for their 
agri-business.

“We are hearing heart-breaking stories about 
farmers having to plough down crops, destroy 
produce, or contemplate putting down their 
livestock due to reduced capacity at processing 
facilities or changes in market demand brought 
on by COVID-19,” said Marilyn Braun-Pollon, 
CFIB’s vice-president of Western Canada and 
agri-business. 

“The government needs to move fast and 
provide more support for the entire industry to 
protect Canada’s food supply.”

The federal government announced $252M 
in emergency funding to help farmers and pro-
cessing facilities adapt to the pandemic and $5B 
in increased lending capacity through Farm 
Credit Canada. CFIB also recognizes the gov-
ernment’s hard work in ensuring temporary 
foreign workers can come for the critical plant-

quarantining workers for two weeks. The new 
-

ing labour needs and provide a pathway to per-
manent residency which CFIB has advocated 
for in the past.

“We understand there are enormous chal-
lenges in designing support programs and get-
ting them out quickly, so we appreciate the gov-
ernment’s willingness to change and improve 
emergency programs such as the Canada Emer-
gency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) and the Canada 
Emergency Business Account (CEBA), based on 
feedback from small businesses and groups like 
CFIB,” said Braun-Pollon.

“Unfortunately, food producers say the ef-
fects of the pandemic will be felt for many sea-
sons to come and that the recent emergency re-
lief announcements and current programs will 
not work for most. CFIB’s surveys found that:

• 42 per cent of farmers in the livestock sec-

tor said the emergency relief will be helpful for 
their agri-business, while almost 50 per cent 
said it will not be helpful

• 25 per cent of fruit, vegetables and horticul-
tural farms and 28 per cent of food product pro-
cessing say the emergency relief will be helpful

• 48 per cent of farmers are worried about 

& depleted savings)
• 40 per cent of agri-business owners are 

worried the “new normal” will not be sustain-
able for their business

“While the $252M in emergency funding is 

there is much more needed to address the dev-
astating impacts of COVID -19 on the agricul-
ture sector,” noted Braun-Pollon. “The federal 
government has indicated “these measures are 
an initial investment and if we need to add more 
we will” – well the time is now to do more.”

To support farmers, CFIB urges the federal 
government to immediately act on the follow-
ing:

Provide additional emergency funding to the 

from the COVID-19 pandemic
Improve current Business Risk Management 

Programs to ensure they are timely, responsive, 

Reduce red tape and barriers to interprovin-
cial trade in agri-food products

While it is too late for some agri-businesses, 
continue to negotiate and work closely with key 
source countries for Temporary Foreign Work-
ers

Exempt propane, natural gas and aviation 
fuel used for farming activities from the federal 
carbon tax.

Continue to focus on trade and market access 
for all Canadian agri-food products.

“While a lot of economic activity has been 
frozen during the pandemic response, farm-
ers can’t do that. Their animals still need to be 
fed and cared for. They have tight windows 
in which they can plant, harvest and get their 
product to market. Government needs to act 
quickly to ensure farmers have the support they 
need,” concluded Braun-Pollon.
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