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It has been a cool start to summer with rain and low 
overnight temperatures, but according to the latest pro-
vincial Crop Report, most crops in the southeast are com-
ing along nicely. 

“Producers within the region are continuing with 
in-crop spray applications as the weather allows and 
monitoring for insect and disease pressure,” said Kim 
Stonehouse, Crops Extension Specialist in his report for 
the southeast from June 17 to 23. “Haying operations are 
just starting within the region but may be delayed due to 
rain in some areas. Storms that moved through the region 
over the past week caused hail damage to some parts of 
the region. Producers are still assessing the extent of the 
crop damage and waiting to see which crops are able to 
recover.”

Of course, with all that rain, topsoil conditions are fan-
tastic right now, with cropland topsoil rating 86 per cent 

short. Hayland is in around the same condition—three 
per cent surplus, 79 per cent adequate and 19 per cent 
short, while conditions in pasture land are rated as one 
per cent surplus, 78 per cent adequate, and 21 per cent 
short. 

“Wind, hail and excess moisture caused minor to mod-
erate crop damage in areas throughout the region,” Stone-
house noted. “Dry conditions continue to be reported 
with some areas indicating severe crop damage. Gophers 
continue to cause crop damage with a few areas reporting 
minor to moderate damage.”

As for pests, they’re making their presence known, but 
not to an extreme extent so far.

age with control measures being taken,” Stonehouse 
pointed out. “Minor damage was also reported in a few 
areas due to cutworms, grasshoppers, aphids and pea leaf 
weevil. A few reports of crop damage due to plant dis-

eases are starting to be recorded.”

Crops ready for the heat
After some timely rains, what’s needed in most parts of 

the southeast right now is a good shot of sunshine for a 
couple of weeks. Recent rainfall in the Atwater and Stock-
holm areas are enough to set the stage for plants to really 
take off.

“We got anywhere from an inch-and-a-half to close to 
four inches of rain since Thursday night,” said farmer 
Blake Duchek. “Where there’s close to four inches, we got 
lots drowned out. Every little impression is full of wa-
ter now, so we lost some there, but that was on some of 
our further away land. Around home and where it got 
an inch-and-a-half to two inches, it’s really growing now. 
The crop has really advanced in the last week here.”

Continued on Page C3

Crops in southeast developing well

Crops in the Pipestone Valley south of Moosomin on June 27.
Ashley Bochek photo
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Crops in southeast developing well
Continued from front

Much like the provincial Crop Report, 
Duchek’s crops are right where they 
ought to be for development, maybe a 
few days later than in 2024.

“I think we’re probably a week behind 
last year, just from the cold weather we 
had there during the middle of May, and 
those couple nights it froze,” he said. 
“Now we need some heat. We haven’t 
had that many 30ºC days yet.”

It won’t be long before Duchek’s cano-
la is a bright yellow against the blue sky.

“You can see how much the crops grew 
just when they got that shot of rain,” he 
said. “Our canola is going to start to bolt, 
it won’t be that far from blooming here 
pretty soon.”

to the last growing season has been the 
pest situation, which is thankfully far 
less.

beetles,” Duchek said. “Last year we 
were spraying some two or three times—
you couldn’t keep ahead of them on 
some quarters. This year we went out 
and checked, we only saw beetles one 
night, and after that they weren’t a prob-
lem. At least with growing conditions 
like this, the canola can stay ahead of it, 
so that’s good, not having to worry about 

In the Rocanville area, Rylar Hutchin-
son says the cold start to the growing 
season actually turned out to be just what 
was needed. 

“Crops are coming up good, we’ve had 
the rains at the right times, nice half- to 
one-inch rains,” he said. “At the start of 
May, we had that week and a half of cold, 
rainy weather and it brought around 
three inches in our area. Everyone was 
shaking their heads, but looking back, I’m 
glad we had that moisture. It’s soaked in 

his canola as well—another positive in 

“I was okay and we didn’t have to 

little,” Hutchinson said. “I never seeded 
my canola until after May long, and that 

In the Gerald area, Kevin Hruska also 
reports seeing excellent conditions on his 
land.  

“We’re in good shape, we’re in the best 
shape of all of Saskatchewan,” he said. 
“We had that big snow at the start of the 
season, which made it kind of burden-
some with seeding and everything, and 

rains. We’ve had a couple inches of rain 
since and so growing conditions are ideal 
for us right at the moment.”

chemical application, but as Murphy’s 

Law dictates, if you want the wind to 
start blowing, pull the sprayer out of 
storage.

we’re starting our second pass,” he said, 
adding the pressure is on to get that sec-
ond pass done. “As soon as you start 
spraying, it’s a windy time of the year 
and we struggle with that. We’re maxed 
out with our sprayers, we don’t have 
big sprayer power. We have three spray-
ers only. Farms half our size have three 
sprayers.”

As for the perfect rain ratio, Hruska 
noted “we could use three-quarters of an 
inch every week now for month.”

Moosomin-area producer Trevor Green 
also believes the local area is in the per-
fect zone. 

“Considering what some of those 
guys are going through east and west 
of Assiniboia, it’s pretty much a write 

Churchbridge, usually those guys are 
complaining about too much water in 
potholes, and they’re like ‘we need some 
rain here pretty quick.’ So, you know, 
we’re doing half decent around Mooso-
min, I think. Grandpa always used to say, 
‘we’re two weeks away from a drought 

Green has noticed that the earlier-seed-
ed canola looks as though it’s performing 

better than some of the crop seeded after 
April’s big blast of snow.

“We’ve kind of had a cool spring and 

just a bit,” he said. “A couple shots of rain 
and some heat here, it’s really come on 
lately. I think it’s quite a bit behind where 
it actually should be, compared to when 
it was seeded.”

Some producers in the Shaunavon area 
even reported frost on June 24—a fact 
that really puts into perspective how for-
tunate the Moosomin area is.

“You sit and talk with the with produc-
ers from all over the southeast here and 
east-central, around Moosomin, we’re 
very fortunate right now compared to a 

lot of parts of the province,” Green said.
On the grazing side, pasture and hay 

land is looking better than it has in many 
years.

“Even this year, some of the older 
stands look half decent,” Green con-

snow that we had, there was quite a bit 
of moisture in that last snow.”

Ultimately, a good or bad year relies on 
six inches of topsoil and the fact that it 
rains here sometimes—when Mother Na-
ture feels like smiling down on produc-
ers, that is.

“When you think you got her beat, she 

said with a laugh.

Crops in Southeast Saskatchewan on June 27.
Ashley Bochek photo
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Located on the USask Saskatoon cam-
pus, the Harrington Plant Growth Facility 
and the Soil Science Field Facility will pro-
vide capacity to expand research programs 
and enhance training opportunities for 
students in the College of Agriculture and 
Bioresources and the Crop Development 
Centre (CDC) at USask.

The project will also include a renova-
tion to a portion of the Crop Science Field 
Lab at USask to provide additional work-
space for the CDC. Construction is under-
way and is expected to be completed in 
July 2026.

“We are grateful to all of our partners and 
government supporters who have contrib-
uted to this important infrastructure proj-
ect,” said USask President and Vice-Chan-
cellor Peter Stoicheff. “These new facilities 
will be instrumental in advancing critical 
agricultural research and will set the stage 
for addressing global challenges as we aim 
to be the university the world needs.”

Named after USask alumnus Dr. James 
Bishop Harrington (PhD), a member of 
USask’s Class of 1920 (BSA), in recognition 

of plant breeding, the Harrington Plant 
Growth Facility will provide much-needed 
indoor growth room capacity for breeding 
programs. With a limited growing season 
in Saskatchewan, growth rooms are essen-
tial for researchers, allowing for multiple 
cropping cycles in a year.

The project will include an expansion in 
workspace capacity devoted to seed pro-
cessing and storage as well as enhanced lab 

-
ing increased capacity to meet the needs of 
the CDC’s renowned plant breeding pro-
grams, the new infrastructure will improve 

of the crop types essential to western Ca-

nadian producers.
The Soil Science Field Facility will better 

equip USask soil scientists as they address 
agricultural issues related to soil health 
and sustainability, soil fertility and plant 
production, Indigenous agriculture, and 
environmental issues such as mitigation of 
climate change and its impact on agricul-
ture.

The facility will offer a modernized, cen-

research activities, featuring spaces for soil 
and plant drying, soil and plant processing 
for analytical analyses, and storage of soil 
and plant material from research trials.

Funding for the project includes $7 mil-
lion from Western Grains Research Foun-
dation (WGRF), $2.3 million from the 
Saskatchewan Wheat Development Com-
mission, $1 million from the Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Agriculture through the Sus-
tainable Canadian Agriculture Partnership 
(Sustainable CAP), $850,000 from the Sas-
katchewan Barley Development Commis-
sion, and $400,000 from the Saskatchewan 
Oilseeds Development Commission.

Additional funding has also been pro-
vided by BASF Canada, the Saskatchewan 
Cattle Association, SeCan, Bob and Norma 
McKercher, the Saskatchewan Alfalfa Seed 
Producers Development Commission, the 
Saskatchewan Forage Seed Development 
Commission, and SaskOats.

“The WGRF investment into these two 
new facilities will provide new opportu-
nities for expanded research at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan,” said Laura Re-
iter, WGRF board chair. “The research that 
takes place at the University of Saskatch-

to the success of western Canadian farmers 
and the new facilities will build upon that 
success.”

This infrastructure project was made 
possible through the WGRF Phase 2 Ca-
pacity Initiative which supports the de-
velopment of infrastructure necessary to 

“This funding announcement is excel-
lent and exciting news, and we’re very 
proud to add our support to the group of 
industry partners who have come together 
to fund this initiative at the University of 
Saskatchewan and the College of Agricul-
ture and Bioresources,” said Minister of 
Agriculture Daryl Harrison of the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan. “We appreciate the 
importance of innovative ideas and get-
ting them where they need to be—into the 
hands of our producers and value-added 
businesses to help them stay positioned as 
global leaders in the industry.”

-

lion investment by Canada’s federal, pro-
vincial and territorial governments that 
supports Canada’s agri-food and agri-
product sectors. This includes $1 billion in 
federal programs and activities and a $2.5 
billion commitment that is cost-shared 60 
per cent federally and 40 per cent provin-
cially/territorially for programs that are 
designed and delivered by provinces and 
territories.

“USask researchers are driving the dis-
covery and innovation needed to feed the 
world,” said Dr. Angela Bedard-Haughn 
(PhD), dean of the College of Agriculture 
and Bioresources. “We are extremely grate-

strengthen our research and teaching, and 
elevate our capacity to deliver the resilient 
crop varieties and soil research that are 
critical for a sustainable future.”

New USask infrastructure to bolster 
agricultural research

The University of Saskatchewan (USask) has received $11.8 million in funding for two new facilities that 
will provide critical workspace for crop and soil science research and teaching.

Above, from left: Angela Bedard-Haughn, Dean, College of Agriculture 
and Bioresources, Tracy Broughton, Executive Director, Saskatch-
ewan Oilseeds Development Commission, Honourable Daryl Harrison, 
Minister of Agriculture, Honourable Ken Cheveldayoff, Minister of 
Advanced Education, Wayne Thompson, Executive Director, Western 
Grains Research Foundation, Blair Goldade, Executive Director, Sas-
katchewan Wheat Development Commission, Peter Stoicheff, Presi-
dent, USask, Jill McDonald, Executive Director, Saskatchewan Barley 
Development Commission. 

Cereal and flax pathology technician Ashely Smith works in a growth 
chamber in the Controlled Environment Facility in the College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources. The new Harrington Plant Growth Facility 
will provide expanded indoor growth room capacity for USask re-
searchers. 

David Stobbe photoDavid Stobbe photo
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On a beautiful spring evening, as the sun begins to set I 
head out on the SXS, camera in hand, hoping for that one 
amazing shot. Just half an hour earlier I had fed the guys 

the clouds scattered sporadically across the skies and little 

And my gloves. I am ultimately on a mission, one to pick 

ground many years before.

the pail into the back of the SXS, I see the most amazing, 

unexpected sight. But in that moment, surrounded by 

much better than this.”

some days bring more frustration and challenges than 
others. And still, it doesn’t get much better than this – out 

And speaking of frustrations, I can’t begin to share 

I am sure there are hamburger buns in this freezer some

7:00 meeting by perhaps 7:04.
I didn’t really pay much attention to the circle in the 

pull my truck out of the mud. Easy peasy, according to 
hubby as he unhooked the rope and laughed some more. I 

ous but it seems everyone hubby told had a good laugh.

but also a chance to hear about the kids’ day.

yard’ could be trimmed up. 

the tank along behind the garden tractor. One boy is on 

I planted. 

sult in him having to have some surgical procedure in 

both laughing. And sure enough, the truck is sitting in 

locked the truck doors. I am pretty sure all those needles 

brain cells, something I too can relate too, especially dur

On top of the stresses of farm life during seeding, our 
son and his family and the families of their partners of 

the camp didn’t survive, only to hope the next day’s ‘heat’ 

in all dozen or so buildings still standing.

proven to be true, time and time again. 

had to say goodbye to a very good friend of mine, some

It doesn’t get much better than this
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Farm Credit Canada has committed to invest $2 billion by 2030 to advance agtech innovation in Canada’s agriculture and food industry. This 
will direct more investment into innovative devices, instrumentation, research, and methodologies designed to improve effi ciency, productivity, 
and sustainability.

FCC Capital announces $2 billion 
investment into ag and food innovation
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) has com-

mitted to invest $2 billion by 2030 to 
advance agtech innovation in Canada’s 
agriculture and food industry. This will 
direct more investment into innovative 
devices, instrumentation, research, and 
methodologies designed to improve ef-

The funds will come from the organi-
zation’s new investment arm, FCC Capi-

catalyze the broader investing ecosystem 
and bolster growth. Launched in 2024, 
FCC Capital delivers an expanded of-
fering of capital solutions to companies 
across the entire ag and food value chain, 
including investment funds and direct 
equity capital dispersed from pre-seed 
stage to growth-driven late-stage compa-
nies. In its inaugural year, it built a foun-

dation by closing nine direct investment 
deals totaling $170 million, investing in 
three new funds, and adding a new busi-
ness accelerator to its portfolio.

“Canada’s economic future requires 
an agriculture and food industry leading 
the world in innovation and productivity. 
However, until now, investment dollars 
have been scarce and have not scaled to 
meet the increasingly sophisticated needs 
of the sector. Through this investment, 
FCC is delivering on its commitment to 
be a catalyst and support innovation and 
productivity in one of Canada’s most im-
portant and investable sectors,” says Jus-
tine Hendricks, FCC president and CEO.

This announcement comes at a time 
when various sources are showing that 
annual venture capital investment into 
Canada’s agtech sector is lagging. In 2023, 

Canada’s venture capital investments in 
the sector were cited at approximately 
$270 million, 10 times below the United 
States when adjusted for population. This 
low level of investment puts Canada at a 
strategic disadvantage. At the same time, 
Japan and the European Union have been 
demonstrating increased investments in 
agtech.

The formal announcement was made 
by Darren Baccus, executive vice-pres-
ident, agri-food, alliances and FCC 
Capital, during the Invest Canada 2025 
Conference, an event run by the Canada 

Venture Capital and Private Equity As-
sociation. “With this $2 billion allocation, 
FCC will continue its long history of sup-
porting and partnering with the Canadi-

security and sustainability in a highly 
competitive global market,” said Baccus. 
“At FCC, we’re uniquely positioned to 
provide catalytic capital and work with 
stakeholders to source compelling invest-

our investment commitment to the indus-
try will ‘crowd in’ capital to amplify the 
economic impact.”



The Government of Saskatchewan is re-
minding farmers and producers that they 
can salvage hay along provincial high-
ways.

“The hay salvage and ditch mowing 
-

katchewan residents,” Highways Minister 

our highway system in check while sup-
plying free hay to farmers and producers.”

The program supports agricultural pro-
ducers while enhancing road safety by im-
proving visibility of signage, controlling 
brush and noxious weeds and ensuring 
safer intersections and curves by maintain-
ing clear sightlines.

“Programs like this provide timely, prac-
tical support for Saskatchewan producers 
facing pressures from weather and input 
costs,” Agriculture Minister Daryl Harri-
son said. “Access to quality hay is essential 

for livestock operations, and this initiative 
gives producers another opportunity to se-
cure feed while making good use of road-
side resources.”

Key program dates to remember:
Prior to and including July 8, landown-

ers or lessees adjacent to a highway ditch 

After July 8 anyone may cut or bale hay 
without the permission of the nearby land-
owner or lessee, as long as these activities 
are not already underway.

All hay bales must be removed from 
ditches by August 8.

The Ministry of Highways will deliver 

the mowing program with the assistance 
of contractors and local rural municipali-
ties. About 45,400 hectares will be mowed 
in 2025.

“This initiative provides valuable sup-
port to rural producers, especially during 
challenging times like drought or feed 
shortages,” SARM President Bill Huber 
said. “Allowing responsible hay salvaging 
helps reduce waste and supports the ag-
ricultural community’s resilience. SARM 
encourages producers to follow safety 
guidelines and work collaboratively with 
local authorities to make the most of this 
resource.”

With escalating gopher populations 
causing increasing concern for landowners 
across Saskatchewan, the Saskatchewan 
Wildlife Federation (SWF), with the sup-
port of the Saskatchewan Association of 
Rural Municipalities (SARM), is stepping 

loss and land degradation, impacting the 
livelihood of Saskatchewan producers 
and landowners. In response, the SWF is 
connecting landowners with trusted SWF 
members who are ready to assist in con-
trolling gopher numbers in a responsible 
and ethical manner.

Landowners experiencing challenges 
with gophers are encouraged to contact the 

then work to identify available SWF mem-
bers in that area to coordinate arrange-
ments directly with the landowner.

All SWF members participating in this 
initiative carry an additional $5 million in 
liability coverage, and are expected to up-
hold the highest standards of safety, con-
duct, and landowner respect.

“We recognize the growing frustration 
gophers are causing in rural areas, par-
ticularly as they damage crops and create 
hazards for livestock,” said Darrell Crabbe, 
SWF Executive Director. “We’re proud to 
support our members in being part of the 
solution—helping our landowners while 
maintaining ethical hunting practices.”
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The Governments of 
Canada and Saskatch-
ewan announced that 
32 Agriculture Demon-
stration of Practices and 
Technologies (ADOPT) 
projects and six Strategic 
Field Program (SFP) proj-
ects received more than 
$1.4 million in funding 

the Sustainable Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership 
(Sustainable CAP).

“Research is at the root 
of how we grow the sector 
and strengthen Canada’s 
position as a world leader 
when it comes to agricul-
ture,” Canada’s Minister 
of Agriculture and Agri-
Food Heath MacDonald 
said. “These projects will 
help get best practices di-
rectly into the hands of 
farmers and processors in 
Saskatchewan and keep 
them on the cutting edge.”

“Saskatchewan is a 
global leader in agri-
culture technology and 
sustainability practices 
thanks to initiatives like 
ADOPT,” Saskatchewan 
Agriculture Minister Da-
ryl Harrison said. “By in-
vesting in demonstration 
and knowledge transfer 
projects, we are ensuring 
the long-term sustainabil-
ity and competitiveness of 
Canada’s agricultural sec-
tor.”

The ADOPT program 
provides funding to assist 
producer groups and First 
Nations communities to 
evaluate and demonstrate 
new agricultural practices 
and technologies at the lo-
cal level. ADOPT focuses 
on practical, short-term 
research projects that can 
be applied by producers 
soon after completion.

The SFP provides fund-

ing for relevant and timely 
-

port agriculture produc-
ers and processors in Sas-
katchewan and helps to 
develop new best practic-
es that reinforce Saskatch-
ewan’s global leadership 
in sustainable agriculture 
production and expertise. 

Several projects will be 
demonstrated at Agricul-
ture-Applied Research 
Management (Agri-ARM) 
sites throughout the prov-

ince this year for produc-
ers to take part in learning 

technologies and produc-
tion practices. 

Sustainable CAP is 

investment by federal, 
provincial and territorial 
governments to strength-
en competitiveness, in-
novation, and resiliency 
of Canada’s agriculture, 
agri-food, and agri-based 
products sector. This in-

cludes $1 billion in federal 
programs and activities 

-
ment that is cost-shared 

territorially for programs 
that are designed and de-
livered by provinces and 
territories. 

Sustainable CAP has 

-
stration projects through 
ADOPT and SFP.

Saskatchewan agriculture industry benefits from 
funding for research demonstration projects

To advertise in 

AG 
NEWS

contact
Kara at

306-435-2445 
or email
world_

spectator@
sasktel.net
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BY ANGELA ULRICH
Robert Johnson, to-

gether with his family, 
operates a thriving bison 
farm near the commu-
nity of Fairlight, where 
they are deeply commit-
ted to sustainability and 
land stewardship. Their 
approach focuses on the 
natural prairie ecosystem 
as much as possible, al-
lowing the land and the 
animals to thrive as they 
did centuries ago.  

By raising bison, a spe-
cies native to the region, 
they support regenera-
tive grazing practices 
that improve soil health, 
encouraging native plant 
growth, in turn promot-
ing a natural biodiversity 
that is becoming more 
uncommon in today’s 
conventional farming en-
vironment.  

When touring the 
ranch, it is apparent that 
the Johnsons are commit-
ted to working in har-
mony with the land and 
the animals that grow on 
it, ensuring both the en-
vironment and their bison 
herd are cared for with re-
spect and balance. 

With plans to expand the herd, the Johnsons pur-

do the opposite of the trend and converted every acre 
of conventional farmland into hay. Robert utilized the 
Resilient Agricultural Landscapes Program (RALP) 
through the provincial and federal funded Sustainable 
Canadian Agricultural Partnership. RALP provides 
funding to producers to increase the environmental 
resiliency of agricultural land. The program helps pro-

-
cial management practices.

With assistance from a nutritionist, agronomist and 
a seed company, Robert seeded a hay blend consisting 
of brome grass, orchard grass, tall fescue, and legumes. 
Birds foot trefoil has thrived in his pastures and native 
landscapes. In areas with lower topography, he used va-
rieties that work in saline wet areas including salt toler-
ant alfalfa, sainfoin, timothy, intermediate wheatgrass 
and creeping meadow foxtail.

After converting the conventional land to hay/forage 
production, the improvements of water retention were 

-
ity to hold onto water with a strong root system even 
during dry conditions, contributing to improved soil 
structure and reduced erosion.

For marginal acres, Robert also seeded a pollina-

tor blend with assistance from DUC’s marginal areas 
program. The Ducks Unlimited Canada program is 
an alternative management strategy to address saline, 
weedy and hard to access areas. Some of these areas 
were seeded with the use of his drone. 

water important to the herd, a proper mineral balance 
is vital,” says Robert. “A bison hair coat is two to three 

minerals such as copper, zinc and selenium. This part 
of the province lacks selenium, and by working with 
nutritionists and mineral companies, we’ve developed 

“The thick haircoat adds challenges such as deworm-
ing. The hair is so thick, the traditional pour on treat-
ments do not work as it cannot penetrate the hide; 
injectable treatments are sometimes not viable due 
to handling constraints of such a massive animal. By 
working with nutritionists and veterinarians we have 
found that adding a dewormer to the feed pellets helps 

plan. We have seen that using this type of treatment 
does not kill the dung beetle population, and in turn the 

When looking at simply the massive size of the bison, 
it is surprising to learn that they are generally a low in-

“Calving trouble is 
rare,” says Robert. “Out 

year due to a birthing dif-
-

vived thousands of years 
travelling over the great 
northern plains surviving 
droughts, cold and mar-
ginal feed sources. They 
have evolved under a low 
input system with little or 
no help. It is a survival of 

has enabled them to adapt 
and thrive.

“We try and mimic this 
behavior through fre-

leaving behind parasites 
in the manure and not 
grazing pastures down 
to the roots. Bison prefers 

-
ent times of the year. For 

alfalfa is too rich for them, 
and they will leave it until 
it’s more mature to graze. 
They are selective grazers 

the addition of straw and 
long-stemmed grasses are 
utilized to improve rumen 

health. There is also no risk 
of bloat due to the fact they 
are selectively grazing out 

on pasture.”

Market and consumer demand
“The major market continues be the United States, but 

we are seeing a growth in Canada partly due to rising 
beef prices,” says Robert. “Consumers are starting to look 
for an alternative and seeing this in domestic bison.

“It is a more cost friendly option with a favorable ami-
-

“Consumers are increasingly prioritizing transparency 
and accountability in the food they purchase. They want 
to know exactly where their food comes from—how it 
was fed and the practices used to bring it from farm to 
table. That is why we have worked with IMI Global to 

program. The focus is on a high standard of ethical care, 
environmental stewardship and ensuring supply chain 
traceability.”

Robert actively promotes the bison industry through 
his role as Vice-President of the Canadian Bison Associa-
tion. He is also the Chair of the Strategic Advisory Board 
at the University of Saskatchewan Livestock and Forage 
Centre of Excellence. Through his advocacy, Robert con-
tinues to support responsible practices and advances the 
growth of a resilient, forward-thinking industry.

Robert Johnson in one of his forage fields grown in co-ordination with the Resilient Agricultural 
Landscapes Program.

A cowbird perched on the back of a bison. This age-old relationship reflects a delicate balance 
of the prairie ecosystem. As the bison move through the field, they stir up insects creating op-
portunities for the cowbirds to feed.

Bison calves are born a rusty/cinnamon color 
like this one-month-old above. When they are 
three months old, they start to grow a darker 
brown coat that will get thicker in preparation 
for winter.

Fairlight bison ranch thrives with focus 
on regenerative grazing practices
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Call Bill for a FREE Estimate!
306.408.0055

walleye.interiors@gmail.com

Specializing in Drywalling!
• Boarding  • Taping              • Texturing 
• Suspended Ceiling  • Home Renovations

Serving Moosomin since 2008

712 Lalonde St.,
 Whitewood, SKShop: (306) 735-4328

fl atlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Lee’s Carpet Warehouse
613 Gordon Street

Moosomin, SK

fl ooring
Benjamin 

Moore
KitchenCraft kitchens

306-435-3906

BORDERLAND CO-OP
HOME CENTRE 1100 PARK AVE. •MOOSOMIN • (306) 435-2642

• GARAGE & HOUSE PACKAGES
• LAWN & GARDEN
• PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES

HOME CENTRE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
ALL YOUR HOME DECORATING & RENOVATING NEEDS.

www.elkhornwoodworks.com • elkhornwws@gmail.com

204-851-2923

• Formica • Arborite • Pionite • Granite & Quartz
 • Custom Countertops 

• Manufacturing   Custom Cabinet Doors

CONCRETE (2008) LTD.
FREE QUOTES SAND/GRAVEL

ICF FORMING (STYROFOAM)
TREVOR TOPINKA

1-306-435-3860 • 1-800-300-7776
Cell: 1-306-434-7184

Cook Road • Moosomin, SK • S0G 3N0

lawrence hein
Renovations

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

306-434-6485

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

Insurance Jobs Welcomed

Proudly Serving 
Moosomin & Rocanville

- Full Exterior Renos
- Full Interior Renos
- Custom Decks
- Drywall Painting
- Commercial 

- Maintenance
- Siding, Soffi t &  
 Fascia
- Tile, Laminate, 
- Hardwood

- Kitchen 
- Back Splashes
- Basement 
- Development
- Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

DISCOUNT
CENTRE

WE’VE GOT THE LARGEST 
SELECTION IN SW 

MANITOBA OF HARDWOOD  
AND LAMINATE FLOORING

Professional 
Installation Available.

St. Lazare, MB • (204) 683-2416

Moosomin, SK • 306-435-3954
tomselectric@sasktel.net

Complete  
Electrical Services

CALL WAYNE OR JOHN AT

Glasser’s TV Service
MOOSOMIN, SK  •  306-435-3040

Building a 
new home or 

remodelling an 
existing home?

We wire for Satellite TV, 
High Defi nition TV, Home Theatre, 

In-Ceiling Audio and Surveillance Systems!

Home
OF THE 
MONTH Design

DAN KLIEVER  
306-608-8733

OFFICE@FMINSULATION.CA

SPRAYFOAM
BATTING
BLOW-IN
THERMAL  CAMERA
INSULATION  REMOVAL

Phone: 306-961-4118

KENOSEE LAKE, SK.

Residential & 
Commercial Construction

Concrete 
Flatwork
Shops  •  Slab On Grade  •  Bin Pads

Sidewalks  •  Grade Beams

306-434-9001
copperridgeinc.com

Spray Foam
 Insulations 
& Coatings

306.434.9001
copperridgeinc.com

House Plan provided by 
South Prairie Design 

www.southprairiedesign.com

Type: Bungalow

Sq. Ft.: 1,838

Crawlspace

Garage: 2+ Car

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2.5

House Width: 84’

House Depth: 52’

 
Seal Coating
Line Striping
Curb Painting
Crack Filling
Pot Hole Repair
Infrared Repair
Asphalt Projects
Sports & 

      Other Surfaces
Power Sweeping 

      & Cleaning
Power Washing

 

Residential  |  Business 
Commercial

Serving Moosomin, 
Brandon, Yorkton, 
Estevan & Area

306-434-9191 info@actionasphaltsk.com  www.actionasphaltsk.com

Get 10% off when you mention Spectator

Call Ron at 306-435-9714
Moosomin, SK

Lepine’s Fiberglass Shingling

Supply & Install Residential Windows & Doors

- FREE ESTIMATES -HOME RENOVATIONS
JANITORIAL  MAINTENANCE

ROBERT - (306)-434-5963, NATHAN - (306)-807-5418,
CHARLIE - (306)-450-9103, MICHAEL - (306)-608-6808 

Call or email us for details

This is  

YOUR
spot! Call 306-435-2445 to claim this space.
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Second farm, distant location: 
Can it be done?

Brian and Louise knew from an 
early age that their children, Isaac 
and Emma, aspired to be the sev-
enth generation of their family to 
farm. They also knew the existing 
operation was not large enough to 
support three families if both chil-
dren chose to farm full time. They 
started thinking about this when 
the kids were young because 
they felt that a transition to the 
next generation would start ear-
lier than it did with their parents. 
With land prices at record highs, 
they needed a creative plan that 
allowed their children to farm if 
they chose to. 

Expanding north:
A strategic decision
to secure the future 

When an opportunity arose to 
purchase land two hours north at 
half the price of local land, they 
discussed it as a family and de-
cided to proceed. With guidance 
from their banker, accountant and 
lawyer, they set up a second cor-
poration to hold the new land and 
make dividing the farm business 
between their children easier. In 
hindsight, this also proved help-
ful in allowing them to better 
benchmark the success of each 
operation, which was a huge ben-

Initially, the new land was rent-
ed out when the children were 
teenagers. It wasn’t feasible to 
move equipment to both locations 
for a small acreage. The logistics 
of getting labour in two places at 
once were too much. Over time, 
they acquired more land at the 
second location. When Isaac and 
Emma began driving, it became 
feasible for the family’s time and 
energy to be split between the op-
erations.

The children were able to ex-
pand the new farm more rapidly 
than their home operation and 
eventually grew it to a compa-
rable size. At that point, it made 

to start farming it themselves.

Capitalizing on differences

seasons between the locations 
allowed planting to be spread 
over a more extended period. By 
choosing seed varieties with ap-
propriate maturities, they could 

across locations. Most years, they 

for each crop at the home opera-
tion before moving to the new 
one.

While land was less expensive 
in the new location, equipment 
was not. Moving all their equip-
ment between the operations 

would be time-consuming, stress-
ful and costly. However, having 

also expensive and tied up a lot of 
capital. In the end, they settled on 
having a complete set of planting 
and tillage equipment at both lo-
cations. Their grain trucks moved 
between locations, and a custom 
operator sprayed at the north lo-
cation.

Balancing logistics
In the early years, Brian spent a 

lot of time at the new operation, 
setting it up to his satisfaction, 
clearing and tilling and working 
on the buildings and equipment. 
He built strong relationships with 
many neighbours and suppliers 
in the area. It took trial and error 
and advice from local farmers to 

-
alities. Initially, there was some 
resistance and curiosity from the 

locals, but the family worked hard 
to overcome that.

Growing into roles
Having two locations allowed 

Isaac and Emma to grow into 
their respective roles and respon-
sibilities. After college, Emma re-
turned to the farm full time, while 

part time.
It evolved to the point where 

Brian and Emma spent a lot of 
time at the new farm learning the 
logistics and agronomy details 
together. Eventually, Emma took 
ownership of a lot of the decisions 
there. This arrangement also al-

less present, he took a more ac-
tive role in the management at the 
home farm.

and administrative tasks for both 
locations and corporations. She 

was careful to ensure that the two 
operations were kept as separate 
as possible. Crops were marketed 

were paid by the appropriate en-
tity. Both locations had their own 
accounts for government pro-
grams and crop insurance. While 
the bank required some guaran-
tees from the original operation to 
fund the initial acquisitions, they 
were able to keep all borrowing 
tied to each location. Having two 
corporations was critical to main-
taining this segregation

Challenges pay off,
opportunities realized

Expanding through a second 
location wasn’t easy. Brian and 
Emma spent a lot of time and 
money driving between the op-
erations. Family and social func-
tions were often missed because 
it wasn’t always possible to come 
home for just a few hours. Plan-
ning and time management were 
crucial.

However, expanding further 

opportunity that wouldn’t have 
been possible otherwise. There 

-
cial and social challenges, but to-
day, the new operation is generat-

the home operation.
The original objective was to 

create an opportunity for both 
children to farm. More than 10 
years since they started the plan, 

they've succeeded. They now 
have an option for one family to 
live at the second location or con-
tinue operating it as they are now. 
A third option is to sell it and capi-
talize on the growth to reinvest at 
home.

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID
visit www.mackauctioncompany.com 

or phone 306-421-2097

PL
. 3

11
96

2

Saskatchewan Owned & Canadian Made
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BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Flax straw used to be viewed as an unwanted waste 
product by producers with seemingly only two possible 

is seeing not only dollar signs in every stalk, but possi-

-
-
-

-

“We chose it because it was an existing building and we 

adding that everything seemed to happen at the right 

month behind the original schedule, but a month is not 

a building ready to go that could meet our needs, and 

-

willing the city was to work with them, which was a 

us, meeting with us, and seeing what they can do to help 

have any plans to do that in the short term, but it does 

Producers optimistic

-

-
-

-
ing with something that otherwise costs them money and 

-

-

-

Grateful for start-up boosts

-

the opportunities to work with mining companies and 
other things, but also because they were prepared to 

Tapping into timely provincial government incentives 
-
-

ble companies a 45 per cent tax incentive with minimum 

both been instrumental in allowing us to get to this stage, 

-

-

-

-

-
-

addition to that, there will be secondary opportunities 

Sask company turns flax
straw into solid business

Processed flax pellets have multiple uses.

The future site of Prairie Clean Energy’s Weyburn facility.

Once thought of as a waste product, flax straw is now a hot item for one Saskatchewan busi-
ness.
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To advertise in Ag News 
contact Kara 

at 306-435-2445 or email 
world_spectator@sasktel.net

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK/Virden, MB  •  306-434-6909

CONTACT MATT OR JEFF  AT
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision Farming Displays
Autosteer Systems
Application Contol Systems
And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

Air Seeder and Sprayer Upgrades

Air Seeder and Sprayer UpgradesAir Seeder and Sprayer Upgrades
Technology upgrades available for air seeders include: blockage 

and fl ow monitoring kits, full liquid and NH3 
distribution and sectional control kits, ISOBUS 
product control upgrade kits, HD camera sys-
tems, implement guidance and more!

Technology upgrades available for sprayers 
include: boom recirculation kits, PWM noz-
zle control systems, automatic boom height 
control systems, camera VR and spot spray 
systems, upgraded sprayer tips, guidance and 
steering upgrades and more!

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm  A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag& Custom Ag

Now offering: 
CUSTOM COMBININGCUSTOM COMBINING

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Custom Seeding
Custom Spraying

Plus more! Plus more! Please inquire!Please inquire!

BY ERIN MATTHEWS, RESEARCH PROFILE AND IMPACT

Bacteria, viruses and fungi are masters at evolving new 

Above left: Dr. Arthur Nery Finatto (DVM) and his research team have discovered porcine-defensin 5, a novel molecule that may help to reduce 
the industry’s reliance on antibiotics. Above right: As director of the CDC, Dr. Curtis Pozniak (PhD) leads the variety development program. By in-
tegrating basic research into crop breeding, the CDC translates scientifi c discoveries into new high yielding varieties that can be used by growers. 

USask researchers discover genes
that protect wheat from disease

Chris Hendrickson photos
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Ready, Set,BUY!BUY!
3.99%WHEELS DEAL

1 year introductory 

visit sunrisecu.mb.ca

*

BY GLOBE AND MAIL FUTURE 
OF FOOD REPORT 

“It’s not a linear spectrum 
where we have to try balance 
environmental gains against eco-

working towards a better un-
derstanding can help advance a 

Nitrogen intersects all of these 
spheres in visible and invisible 

Nitrogen—a “key component 

and this has earned it a special 

sor in the Department of Plant 
Sciences and the Jarislowsky 
and BMO Chair in Regenerative 
Agriculture in the University of 
Saskatchewan’s College of Ag-

interesting juxtaposition about 
nitrogen is that it is simultane-
ously an essential resource for 
agriculture and an environmen-

While nitrogen fertilizer is cru-
cial for supporting crop produc-

cade of transformations where 
some of that nitrogen can be lost 

when it is emitted as nitrous ox-

applications represent the largest 
source of anthropogenic emis-

through improved fertilizer use 
is an important strategy for re-
ducing the carbon footprint of 
the overall supply chain and for 

meeting fertilizer-related emis-
sion targets set by the govern-

“The pathway to sustainability 
relies on a better understanding 
of the nitrogen dynamics and the 

various practices designed to re-

A collaborative approach
Interest in sustainable agricul-

“under the banners of land stew-

based solutions or climate-smart 

“These terms are increasingly 
common in our collective lexicon 
—and these concepts are being 
embraced not just by farmers but 

The resulting boost in aware-
ness can—together with evi-
dence-based recommendations 
and tools and technologies—con-
tribute to better outcomes for 

of these interconnected areas and 

We need to understand all the 
costs and impacts as well as con-

Just as nitrogen is positioned at 
the core of several key challeng-

katchewan—with its location “in 
the heartland of Canada’s major 

makes it a good place to explore 
challenges and opportunities in 

signature areas is agriculture but 
there is also a strong focus on 
health and wellness and sustain-

Field measurements are part of 

the Department of Plant Sciences 
at the University of Saskatch-

comes for farmers and mitigate 
fertilizer-related greenhouse gas 

Nitrogen’s role in food systems
Envision change as a ripple effect, reverberating outwards to affect various interconnected domains. The impact can be 

substantial, especially if the starting point is a central element like nitrogen, where a shift in practices can lead to benefi ts 
across multiple areas, suggests University of Saskatchewan researcher Kate Congreves.

Field measurements are part of the research efforts of Kate Congreves, an associ-
ate professor in the Department of Plant Sciences at the University of Saskatchewan, 
who aims to enhance outcomes for farmers and mitigate fertilizer-related greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Matt Braden photo

Continued on page C22
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Governments invest $3.4 million for Usask’s integrated Genomics for 
Sustainable Animal Agriculture and Environmental Stewardship Project

Canada’s Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Heath MacDonald and 
Saskatchewan Agriculture 
Minister Daryl Harrison 
have announced $3.4 mil-
lion over four years to 
support the development 
of two new facilities at the 
University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask).

This includes the Omics 
Resource Centre at the 
Western College of Vet-
erinary Medicine (WCVM) 
and Beef Reprotech facili-
ties at the Livestock and 
Forage Centre of Excel-
lence (LFCE).

The investment will be 
delivered through the Sus-
tainable Canadian Agricul-
tural Partnership (Sustain-
able CAP) as part of the 
governments’ commitment 
to support partnerships 
with strategic agricultural 
research organizations.

The new initiative, called 
IntegrOmes (Integrated 
Genomics for Sustainable 
Animal Agriculture and 
Environmental Steward-
ship), will advance beef ge-
netics by matching genom-
ic markers with desirable 
traits and evaluate repro-

integrated approach will 
enable producers to make 
more precise and data-
driven breeding decisions 
that improve livestock pro-
ductivity in Saskatchewan.

“Innovation—like what 
we are seeing through ge-
nomics research—is vital 
to the continued success 
of Canada’s agriculture 
sector,” MacDonald said. 
“This shared investment 
with Saskatchewan will 

support the expanded ef-
forts of these facilities and 
ensure a vibrant future for 
Saskatchewan’s livestock 
sector.” 

“Saskatchewan produc-
ers already bring genera-
tions of expertise and in-
novation to our livestock 
sector, and this investment 
builds on that legacy—
helping ensure Saskatch-
ewan's ranchers remain 
global leaders at what they 

do best,” Harrison said. 
“The work of USask is rec-
ognized globally, and we 
are proud to support this 
initiative and the livestock 
sector it serves.”

The IntegrOmes proj-
ect will address issues of 
beef cattle production and 

animal health and the envi-
ronment through the adop-
tion of genomic tools. Sas-
katchewan producers will 

to these tools to stay com-
petitive in the domestic 
and international market.

“Genomic research is ad-
vancing rapidly, and USask 
is leading the way in this 

of Saskatchewan Research 
Vice-President Baljit Singh 
said. “Our researchers 
are applying cutting-edge 
methods to advance our 
understanding of beef ge-

netics, which couldn’t be 
possible without the sup-
port of this joint funding 
from the provincial and 
federal governments. We 
thank them for their con-
tinued support as we as-
pire to be the university the 
world needs.”

USask, the WCVM and 
the LFCE are world-class 
research, teaching and 
knowledge-transfer facili-
ties that connect innova-

tion across the livestock 
production chain. USask's 
work in feedlot and cow-
calf management, vet-
erinary science and forage 
systems plays a vital role in 
driving improvements in 
productivity and sustain-
ability in the sector.

This investment builds 
on the long-standing sup-
port for agricultural re-
search by the governments 
of Canada and Saskatch-
ewan. Through shared 
priorities under Sustain-
able CAP, over the past 

-
lion has been committed 
in Saskatchewan toward 
research to improve pro-
ductivity, expand markets 
and ensure our agri-food 
products remain globally 
competitive.

With this announce-
ment, USask’s LFCE and 
the WCVM continue to 
strengthen Saskatchewan's 
reputation as a global lead-
er in high-quality, safe and 
sustainable food produc-
tion.

Sustainable CAP is a 
-

vestment by federal, pro-
vincial and territorial gov-
ernmentss to strengthen 
competitiveness, innova-
tion and resiliency of Can-
ada’s agriculture, agri-food 
and agri-based products 

-
lion in federal programs 

billion commitment that 

provincially/territorially 
for programs that are de-
signed and delivered by 
provinces and territories.

Cattle at the Livestock and Forage Centre of Excellence’s Beef Cattle Research and Teaching 
Unit

Christina Weese photo

Agriculture and agri-food business own-
ers transferring farm or business assets to 
new owners now have a new option to con-
sider, given recent changes to Farm Credit 
Canada’s (FCC) Transition Loan. The loan’s 
new terms come at a very important time. 
Canada’s agriculture and food system is 

-

years.
“Transferring the family farm or business 

can be a stressful thing to manage, but the 
support of the FCC Transition Loan can help 

-
ence,” said The Honourable Heath Mac-
Donald, federal minister of agriculture and 
agri-food. “It also creates opportunities for 
people looking to start or expand their op-
erations, making it a real investment in the 
future of our agricultural sector.”

The enhanced FCC Transition Loan is spe-

assets, making it easier for both buyers and 
sellers. The new terms allow disbursements 

years. The loan is available for farms, agri-
business or food businesses going through 
changes in ownership, be it within or out-
side the family.

“One of the most consistent challenges 
faced by Canadian producers is transition-
ing their operations to either family or an 

-
anced, and emotional,” said Justine Hen-
dricks, FCC president and CEO. “For our 
part, we’ve been working hard to build a 
loan product that makes transition and sale 
easier for both buyers and sellers. Whether 
the buyers are new to the sector or not, this 
product is focused on delivering peace of 

-
ture and agri-food producers. It’s designed 

mind.”
Benefits for the seller:
• Guaranteed full payment of the sale 

proceeds by FCC
• Customized payment schedule for up to 

• Opportunity to support a next genera-
tion entrepreneur

Benefits for the buyer:
• No need for upfront capital for a down 

payment
• Flexibility to choose between improv-

sooner), and
• FCC’s AgExpert software is included
“The FCC Transition Loan has been a 

game changer for our farm,” said Aaron and 

producers in Bjorkdale, Sask. “It has helped 
-

ible terms and saving interest helped us to 
continue growing. We’ve had the opportu-
nity to grow and build our family farm for 
our kids, and hopefully generations to come, 
and would recommend the FCC Transition 
Loan to anyone looking to do the same. The 
enhancements to this particular FCC loan 
come at a critical time and can help other 
entrepreneurs like us better manage the re-
alities that come with the transfer of assets.”

Enhanced FCC Transition Loan terms aim to 
better support ag and food entrepreneurs
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Canada sees rising interest in 
controlled environment agriculture

As Canada continues to rely heavily on imported fruits and vegetables, especially 

gaining momentum to help overcome this problem. The goal is to support domestic pro-
duction and reduce reliance on foreign supply. As trade dynamics evolve and consum-
ers become more conscious of Canadian grown food, understanding the potential and 

In this report, we build on previous work by exploring the strengths and opportuni-

the category also includes other sectors like insect farming, aquaculture, lab-grown meat, 
and crops grown in vertical or containerized systems. We focus on fruits and vegetables 

-
ada. However, many of the insights and trends discussed here are also relevant to other 

Strength: Yields outpace outdoor grown equivalents
By extending the growing season and stacking crops vertically, greenhouse operations 

unlock higher yields than traditional outdoor farms growing the same fruits and veg-

result of the ability for greenhouses in Canada to operate for nine months of the year on 
average, with multiple harvests. Some vertical and container farms push this further with 
year-round production. 

The space and time advantage in greenhouse production also translates into a higher 
farm gate value per acre. Again, herbs dominate this category followed by cucumbers 

-
ments, highlighting the strength greenhouses have in overcoming Canada’s typically 
short outdoor growing season. 

Weakness: Limited number of crops suitable for production indoors 
Despite their strength in yields, greenhouse production still meets only a fraction of na-

tional demand for many crops. Most fruits and vegetables on Canadian tables still come 
from outdoor farms or are imported. This is because many crops simply aren’t suited to 
controlled indoor environments and swapping them between indoor and outdoor sys-
tems isn’t as simple as it sounds.  

make a large contribution to the national supply. Others, like strawberries, lettuce, and 

-

require deep, loose soil while cranberries need large amounts of water, conditions that 
challenge even the most advanced indoor systems.  

reliance on imports across a broader range of crops will require time, investment, and 
-

mains a key weakness of this otherwise promising production method.

Opportunity: Protection and resiliency in trade 

from being a net importer of peppers and tomatoes to a net exporter, while strengthening 

The sector has also introduced new products and increased operations in more prov-
-

concentration of greenhouses, Ontario.  
-

berries, Canada remains a net importer despite increasing greenhouse production in re-
cent years. Boosting output from these operations presents a clear opportunity to meet 
domestic demand, reduce reliance on foreign supply, and help stabilize prices for con-
sumers. 

To realize this opportunity, Canada must invest in practices to boost productivity 
through labour and resource saving technologies, research and development for new 

Threat: Availability of inputs and markets pressure longevity
Setting up controlled environment farms requires substantial up front capital for land, 

costs sometimes mean preparing for longer payback periods and operating on a large 

or outdoor grown produce.  

the management of heat, moisture, and lighting based on the crop type and location of 

period, keeping margins a little above breakeven for the sector.  
While rising costs are a challenge, the bigger threat is the availability of inputs. The 

-

other high-tech sectors for limited municipal infrastructure like energy, water, and waste 
services, making expansion or new builds even more challenging or completely out of 
reach.  

While technology may ease some of these pressures by helping to boost productivity, 
the sector’s ability to scale up production hinges on solving both the cost and capacity 
threat.

Bottom Line
-

ing season and delivering high yields. With innovation helping boost productivity and 
enabling the viability of a broader range of crops and growing regions, the sector is gain-

-
duce supply and remains limited in the variety of crops it can grow.  

Investment and the adoption of technology will be crucial to overcoming high opera-
tional costs, address labour and infrastructure constraints, and allow the sector to reach 
its full potential. In the meantime, the supply of most fruits and vegetables in Canada will 
continue to come from imports and outdoor production. 

Figure 1: Higher yields and farm gate value per acre for greenhouses compared to out-
door production

Figure 2: Supply of select Canadian fruits and vegetables by origin

Figure 3: Canada becoming more self-sufficient in some fresh fruits and vegetables over 
time

Figure 4: Ratio of younger workers to older workers in greenhouses falling quickly
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306-434-6485
lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville 

& Surrounding Areas!& Surrounding Areas!

 Full Exterior Renos

 Full Interior Renos

 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting

 Home Maintenance

 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

 Kitchen Back Splashes

 Basement Development

 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

STEVEN BONK MPMP
SOURIS - MOOSE MOUNTAIN

Saskatchewan farmers have 
been working the land and 

feeding the world 
.

They deserve our 
support and respect!

Cultivate financial literacy, 
boost farm resilience

BY MATT MCINTOSH

Financial planning professionals spend years acquiring the experience and skills to 

-

-

-

Learning opportunities

-

-

-

Leverage advisor teams

-

-
-
-

Use smart tax strategies

-

-

Honest communication is key

-

-



Continued from Page C17
One Health, a signature area of research at USask, explores 
solutions at the animal-human-environment interface. An 
understanding that human, animal and environmental 
health are interconnected—and that one cannot progress 
at the cost of others—has inspired broad interdisciplinary 

frastructure and partnerships, says USask President Peter 

“For example, we have the Global Institute for Water 
Security and the Global Institute for Food Security, “ he 
says. “We also have Canada’s only synchrotron facility, 
the Canadian Light Source, and the Vaccine and Infec-
tious Disease Organization – facilities that act as a talent 
magnet for people from around the world.”

Creating a research hub in the Canadian Prairies has led 

laboratively with one another as well as “rub shoulders 
with international researchers who use our cutting-edge 

forms our focus on being the university the world needs 

ter future. “
Dr. Congreves and her team collaborate with the Global 

Nitrogen Innovation Center for Clean Energy and the En-
vironment (NICCEE) as well as the Canadian Nitrous Ox-

gather data and advance best practices related to nitrogen 
use and production.

ments, can enhance our predictive capabilities,” says Dr. 
Congreves, “which, in turn, can help us make informed 
recommendations.”

A better nitrogen system

ing and recommendations can provide valuable insights, 

able nitrogen use, which can focus on three aspects: soil, 
crops and fertilizer, according to Dr. Congreves.

“Looking at soil, we found that management practices 
aimed at soil health, maintenance or improvement can 

crops in crop rotations is a common soil management 

she says, adding that research suggests such improve-
ments bolster synchronicity between when crops need 
nitrogen and when the soil releases nitrogen in mineral 
form.

Kate Congreves, an associate professor in the Department 
of Plant Sciences at the University of Saskatchewan, who 
aims to enhance outcomes for farmers and mitigate fertil-
izer-related greenhouse gas emissions.
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REDFERN FARM SERVICES  REDFERN FARM SERVICES 
& CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE  & CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE 

PARTNERED TO PROVIDE
WESTEEL GRAIN BINSWESTEEL GRAIN BINS

FROM  FROM 
HOPPER HOPPER 

BINSBINS

TO LARGE TO LARGE 
FLAT  FLAT 

BOTTOM  BOTTOM 
BINSBINS

Contact any of our locations today!Contact any of our locations today!
204.748.1122  |  redferns.ca

Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354
Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113

B U I L T  O N F A R M E R

grainmillers.com | 800.328.5188

O AT S  &  F L A X :  3 0 6 . 7 8 6 . 4 6 8 2
F E E D  G R A I N S :  3 0 6 - 7 8 6 - 5 6 5 7  E X T.  5 9 3
O T H E R  G R A I N S :  9 5 2 . 9 8 3 . 1 2 6 9

Grain Millers is a privately 
held, family-owned company. 
We depend on direct farmer 
relationships and offer farm 
gate pricing and contracted 
grower production. Our Crop 
Science Team is here to help 
you with any agronomy 
questions you may have so 
you can get the best return on 
your production. 

When you sell to Grain Millers, 
your grain is going directly 
into some of the most 
technologically advanced mills 
in the world!

We Purchase:
Oats • Flax 

Barley • Wheat  
Other Grains

Nitrogen’s role in food systems

USask President Peter Stoicheff Dr. Kate Congreves

Read Ag NewsRead Ag News
online any time!online any time!
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Saturday, July 19 - Sunday, July 20

For more information call Jill Lowe at 306-736-8967

➢ Free camping in designated areas
➢ ATM on site

➢ Food Truck on site

SATURDAY
3pm Parade (note the time change)
4pm to 5 pm Happy Hour in Rodeo Beer 

    Gardens
6pm Rodeo with Bull riding under the 
lights 
Sheep Scramble during intermission
The Truco Trick riders and wild ponies 
following rodeo performance
9pm Saturday night - DJ Dale from    
Moosehead in the Beer Gardens

SUNDAY
9am Pancake Breakfast at Kennedy 

  Friendship Centre 
11am Cowboy Church Service at the

   Rodeo Grounds 
2pm Rodeo 
Sheep Scramble during intermission
The Truco Trick riders and wild ponies 
following rodeo performance

ADMISSION : Adult Day Pass- $25.00 | Student Day Pass - $10.00
5 & under FREE

Family Weekend Pass $90.00 (2 Adults + 2 Students)

Food Booth & Beer Gardens open for the weekend
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MOOSOMIN, SK

BULLS & BRONCS 2025

Presented by
Hosted by

MOOSOMIN
RODEO

Sanctioned by

Saturday, July 12, 2025 • 7 PM
Gates open at 6:00 PM

BULL RIDING   |   SADDLE BRONC  |  JUNIOR STEER RIDING
Beer Gardens open all night! (minors must be accompanied by a guardian)

Live Calcutta for the short round bull riding: 

‘Bid on the Bull Rider you think will win!’

Bidder that buys the winning bull rider wins a portion of the pot! 

Calcutta auctioneer is LMAC Rookie of the year -  Ty Cutler

CA
BA

RE
T

ST
AR

TS
AT 9PM FEATURING

NELSON
LITTLE

Admission $25 for Rodeo & Cabaret
10 & Under FREE

$25 entry into Cabaret (starts at 9 PM) 

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS
OK Tire

Borderland Co-op
Virden AG

Ranch n Ruff 
Diamond B Contracting
Prestige Builders - PBI

Masson & Associates
Little Rainbow Ranch

Flaman
Prairie Livestock

Conexus
Jeannot Electric

ByPro Feeds
Burns Maendel Consulting

First Resort Mechanical


