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Crops south of

Moosomin on June 25.
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NETWRAP NETWRAP 
HAS ARRIVED!HAS ARRIVED! 

STOCK UP AHEAD STOCK UP AHEAD 
OF HAYING SEASONOF HAYING SEASON

NETWRAP
Size Pallet Single Roll

Tiandi
48 x 11,800 $246.05 $259.00
64 x 8,000 $227.05 $239.00
64 x 9,000 $247.95 $261.00
67 x 8,000 $232.75 $245.00

CPS
64 x 7,000 $199.50 $210.00

TWINE
ShurTwine 28,000’ Blue E $37.95*
Supernova 40,000’ Blue E $53.00*

* plus $4/ bundle enviro fee

VIRDEN AG & PARTS | 560 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE, VIRDEN, MB | (204) 748-4469 | VIRDENAG.CA

BY DONNA BEUTLER

It has been a wet year so far for farmers in the area, and 
combined with the cooler than normal temperatures, it is 
providing some challenges, especially when it comes to 
spraying.

“The biggest challenge in June was the moisture and the 

biggest challenge during seeding was the cold weather,” 
Mark McCorriston told The World-Spectator. McCorris-
ton is a mixed farm operator who farms in the Moosomin, 
Fairlight and Rocanville areas. Wheat and canola are his 
main crops as well as barley for the livestock operation.

“We’ve lost lots of acres due to moisture and some has 

yellowed off,” he said of this year’s crops. “Canola is a 
bit delicate to start and some acres didn’t come up. The 
rain has been relentless and the damage is basically done. 
We’ll see it when we harvest,” he added.

Continued on page C4

Farmers hoping for sun
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Four generations of farming, one tractor
BY DONNIE MATICHUK

Farmers have access to very advanced technology 

WESTMAN AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION ORGANIZATION INC.

WADO 
ANNUAL FIELD DAY

• Made in Manitoba Dry Bean
    Inoculants
• Hybrid Hemp and Nitrogen 
    Agronomy

• Safe Rates of Seed Placed 

Melita, MB
July 15, 2026

 

RSVP by calling Scott at 204-522-5415 or 
email: scott.chalmers@gov.mb.ca

This year we are hosting Manitoba’s 4R Nutrient Management Team!
Come see what’s new at the research plots.

Left: Chris Hack pictured with sons Fred and Dennis in 1958. Center: Dennis Hack in the field in 2023. Right: Dennis’ grandson John on the tractor in 2026.

Pierson, MB

204-634-2293
sales@leesservice.ca

www.leesservicecentre.com
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

SATURDAY: 9 A.M. - NOON

LEE’S SERVICE CENTRE IS HIRING!LEE’S SERVICE CENTRE IS HIRING!
Looking for a place where you can enjoy 
what you do—without the politics of big 
business? Join a family-run company that 

Now Hiring:
AGRICULTURE 

EQUIPMENT TECHNICIAN
& PARTS COUNTER 

PERSON

We’re open to candidates with a wide range of 
experience. Whether you’re starting out or bring 
years of hands-on expertise, we want to hear from 
you.

Location: Pierson, Manitoba
For more information, please call Kurtis Lee at (204) 

634-2293

Send resume to:
Box 187, Pierson, MB, R0M 1S0
or email: sales@leesservice.ca

packages available

To advertise in Ag News
call 306-435-2445 or email

world_spectator@sasktel.net



Continued from Page C1
Spraying this year has been hard on the equipment, and 

along with getting stuck on occasion, it has been stressful, 
according to McCorriston. Some of the other stressors are 
the high diesel prices as well as higher input costs at the 

margins tight.
“We need above average yields to make the wheel turn 

around,” McCorriston said. “From a livestock point of 
view, pastures and hay crops are looking good and prices 
for cattle are good.”

Meanwhile, for McCorriston and others who are grow-
ing grain, it has been important to take a window of op-
portunity when you get it. 

-
gers crossed because we need an above average crop this 
year.” 

McCorriston went on to explain that the worst thing 
now would be excessive heat. “The plants are rooted 
along the surface because of the ongoing rain,” he said. 
“If we get hot July and August temperatures and no mois-
ture, the crops will burn off.”

“The cool wet weather sucks,” Darren Davis who farms 
north of the Whitewood told the World-Spectator. “It is 
way too wet at the moment,” he added, something that 
many farmers can relate to.

Davis, who seeds about 7,000 acres of wheat, winter 
wheat, barley, oats, canola and soybeans, feels that in 

cent loss due to too much moisture. As well, he estimates 

hard to say just yet, and it will all depend on what hap-
pens in the next week or two.

As for seeding the 2026 crop, that went really well on 
the Davis farm, but the challenges began when it came to 
spraying, especially getting it done at the right time.

-
vis went on to say, “but over the 25 years I have been do-
ing this, I have never seen a drought, though I have seen 
it wetter than this.”

Hebert Grain, who employs upwards of 30 people dur-
ing busy times, seeds about 40,000 acres in southeast Sas-
katchewan including the Moosomin, Fairlight, Redvers 
and Whitewood areas with their primary headquarters 
located in Moosomin and Fairlight.

According to VP of Grain Operations for Hebert Grain 

the wind and rain to try and get the spraying done but is 
now at about 85-90 per cent complete. 

Hebert Grain Ventures produces canola, malt barley, 
spring wheat, yellow peas and fall rye.

moisture,” Warkentin told the World-Spectator. “Some 
acres are drowned out but that’s offset by the moisture 
we have,” he added.

Predicting potential yields at this point in time (end of 
June) is not easy to do and most farmers are hoping for 
good weather heading into July.

Wendy Leeds, agronomist with Sharpe’s Soil Services 

in Moosomin, says it’s hard to say just yet, but hopefully 
farmers will see average yields this year.

“The moisture is feeding the crops, but they need sun-
shine and not too much heat now,” Leeds said. “The roots 
are not deep and too much heat would hinder the crops.

She says forecasts right now predict a moderate July, 
temperature-wise.

“There will certainly be some loss of acres as farmers 
were able to seed pretty much corner to corner this year 
and some of those acres will be drowned out now,” she 
said. “I’m pretty optimistic and it’s certainly too early yet 
to write it off.

“June is the month of Saskatchewan’s most precipita-
tion,” Leeds said of Environment Canada’s 30-year aver-
age. So, with June being considered the ‘rainy’ month, on 

“Where the average is about six to seven inches of rain 

for here, this year is more like seven to eight inches,” 
Leeds explained. “The ground is amazing at soaking up 
the moisture, but what we are missing this year is sun-

-
mal temperatures.”

That being said, farmers will hopefully see some warm, 
sunny July days. Too much heat in July will only hinder 
the crops, according to Leeds, because the roots are not 
deep. Getting rain on repeat keeps the roots shallow, so 
some 25 to 26 degree days would be a lot better than su-

July, the yield could be adversely affected if temperatures 
climb excessively high.

As for fungicide, this is going to be a high-fungicide 
year, and in order to lessen the chance of disease in this 
year’s crops, Leeds said airplanes are expected to be used 
for applying the fungicide.
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Land Clearing
ContractContract
     Mulching     Mulching

• Fence Lines 
(both new & existing)

• Opening Up Ground
• Clearing Approaches & 

Roadway
• Cleaning Up Yard Sites & 

much more

PERFECT FOR:

CALL/TEXT:
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UTILITY TRACTORS

90-140 HPHX
SERIES

$12500
Cash Back*Financing* Months

0%    60
UP TO

UP TO

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Farmers hoping for sun and moderate heat 
after excessively wet start to growing season

Crops south of Moosomin on June 25.
Ashley Bochek photo
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Tree Removal
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Yard Cleanup

Hedge Trimming

306-608-TREE  
(306-608-8733)

DK Tree Removal  
&  Maintenance

20     19

FCC will support the Government of 
Canada’s National Food Security Strategy 
through a new $1 billion Agri-food Project 
Finance Fund, aimed at kickstarting agri-
food infrastructure across the country.

-
tives that expand domestic processing 
capacity, strengthen supply chains, sup-
port farmers and contribute to economic 
growth and long-term food security for 
all Canadians. It will mean more afford-
able food that is more reliably available in 
Canada.

FCC is currently developing the pro-
gram, engaging industry stakeholders 
and assessing market needs. Additional 
information regarding eligibility, pro-
posal processes and timelines will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.

Much of Canada’s agricultural product 
is exported for processing into the food 
that hits grocery store shelves in Canada 
and around the world. Limited process-
ing capacity is a widely acknowledged 
gap in the country’s agriculture and agri-
food sector.

At the same time, projects to build the 

infrastructure that would further process-
ing in Canada are often considered unsuit-
able for traditional lenders and investors.

Through the Agri-food Project Finance 
Fund, FCC will help address the clear 

market gap for small to medium size, 
strategic agri-food projects that are often 

via conventional lending alone.
As the needs of the Canadian agricul-

ture and food industry change, FCC con-
tinues to adapt its support, creating more 
solutions that limit roadblocks that can 
stand in the way of progress.

The Agri-food Project Finance Fund is a 
separate $1 billion fund that complements 
FCC’s existing commitment to invest $2 
billion into Canadian food and agricul-
ture innovation by 2030 through its in-
vestment arm, FCC Capital.

That commitment was further strength-
ened by an additional $5 billion pledged 
by a coalition of private sector investors. 
FCC is also a founding partner of the 
Agriculture Innovation, Validation, and 
Adoption Network (AIVA), helping ac-
celerate the adoption of new technologies 
and solutions that support long-term suc-
cess.

Together, these commitments are a di-
rect response to market needs and contrib-
ute to building a more resilient Canadian 
agriculture and food industry, creating 
more opportunities for producers and a 
more resilient supply chain, increasing 
productivity and making food more af-
fordable for Canadians.

FCC to support National
Food Security Strategy

Distribution of two per cent liquid strychnine has be-
gun under Saskatchewan's Strychnine Stewardship Pro-
gram, giving agricultural producers access to an impor-
tant tool for the integrated management of Richardson's 
ground squirrel.

-
nine arrive in Saskatchewan,” Agriculture Minister David 
Marit said. “Strychnine is an important tool Saskatche-
wan producers can use to protect crops and pastures from 
continued gopher damage. I remain hopeful that we will 
see strychnine reinstated permanently in the future.”

Producers in eligible regions of Saskatchewan who 
have completed the mandatory online training and met 
all stewardship program requirements can purchase the 

Supplies are limited, so producers should contact their 
RM regarding access, as delivery timing and available 
inventory may vary by location. Additional supplies are 
expected throughout the growing season. A current list 
of RMs participating in the Strychnine Stewardship Pro-
gram is available at: saskatchewan.ca/rgs-control. 

At this time of year, strychnine application is not rec-
ommended as abundant green vegetation makes the bait 
less effective. The next recommended application win-
dow is from July 15 to September 1 once vegetation starts 
to dry down.

In regions where strychnine is unavailable or not regis-
tered, producers are encouraged to use alternative regis-
tered rodenticides, as well as biological and cultural con-
trols for Richardson's ground squirrel control. 

-
cant measures to protect species-at-risk. Measures include 
a species-at-risk assessment of every proposed strychnine 
treatment site to determine whether additional risk miti-
gation measures are required to protect species-at-risk. 
If species-at-risk cannot be managed through additional 
measures, including delayed application and enhanced 
monitoring, application will be prohibited. 

-
cies-at-risk assessment and document the implementation 
of risk mitigation measures. Site monitoring is required 

for a minimum of four weeks following application with 

For full details on the Strychnine Stewardship program, 
including training, forms, signage and alternative con-
trols, see: saskatchewan.ca/RGS-control.

Strychnine distribution begins through 
Sask's Strychnine Stewardship Program

1995 Case Corporation
Case IH is a registered trademark
of Case Corporation.

A.E. CHICOINE Farm Equipment Ltd.
Storthoaks, SK.306-449-2255

TRACTOR

BALERS

COMBINES

DRAPER HEADERS

AIR SEEDERS

USED EQUIPMENT
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A.E CHICOINE FARM EQUIPMENT LTD.
Storthoaks, SK • 306-449-2255

ee: 1-800-880-4533

06-435-3313

06-435-3631

Cell: 306-435-9508

E-mail: ryan@celebrationford.com

www.celebrationford.com

Ryan Thorn 
Sales Manager

on@onlylocalfood.com
306.434.9665

Devon Taylor

on Facebook: www.facebook.com/onlylocalfood

QUADRA DEVELOPMENT CORP.Systems Installations - Concrete - Erection - Repair - Demolition

x 56  Rocanville, SK S0A 3L0  Ph/Fax: 1-800-249-270806-645-4526 - Cell: 306-435-9627 - d.lonseth@sasktel.net

DALE LONSETH
Sales Manager

If you have water

problems please call

Steven McAllister

ROOTS

ella SK. • (306) 435.6594

plugged line.”

DRIVE INE N T E R P R I S E SBox 1878Moosomin, SKS0G 3N0

306.434.9057
daleflynn@sasktel.net

DALE FLYNN

JOHNSTON’S
Allan Johnston

President • Grain Broker • Marketing

Phone: 800-324-7778
Local:  306-733-2006
Fax: 800-489-4448
Cell: 306-435-7605

Web: www.ajagra.com
Email: allan@ajagra.com

PO Box 160 Welwyn, SK. S0A 4L0

Spruce Hill FarmsJOURNEYMAN AG MECHANICLICENSED CUSTOM APPLICATOR
STEVEN DONALD
Box 911, Moosomin, SK  S0G 3N0306.435.9458 (cell)
sjdonald@rfnow.com

FULL-COLOR SINGLE-SIDED

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
CARDSCARDS

READY IN ONE BUSINESS DAY!
250 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$60
500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$100
1000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$158

CALL 306.435.2445

You know what it feels like to see dark clouds roll in 
when you need a good rain, only for it to pass by with-
out a drop of moisture falling. But not this year! Even a 
small, slightly grey cloud will drop buckets. I get it, we 
should never turn the rain away, but oh! What a chal-
lenge it’s been for farmers to get the spraying done. 
And let’s not even talk about the ruts or getting stuck 
because that’s a bit of a sore spot for many farmers. 
I don’t even want to think about those ruts, dry and 
hard come harvest, for swathers and combines to hit. 

As for cutting grass (the big thing in my little world), 
you basically need to do it between rain drops. If there 
happens to be a break in the clouds, you gotta get 
out there and get it done. The twins (15) are doing an 
amazing job of keeping things trimmed up at the farm 
and my moments on the mower out there are few and 
far between. There’s not much I am OCD about, but I 
do love nicely cut green spaces so kudos to my farm 
boys on a job well done.

I did venture out to my mom’s farm one day to cut 
her rather substantial farmyard, a portion of which I 
once used to cut with a push mower a lifetime ago. 
Those are days I choose to forget, at least as far as cut-
ting grass goes! I roared along in fairly good speed 
at Mom’s because I could see the odd cloud moving 

maybe, just maybe I would get the yard done without 

shot of rain, I could see the cloud was passing over 
and sure enough, away I went once again. An hour 
or two later, with a very small portion of lawn left, 
the clouds let loose and I just kept rolling. I was not 
leaving a 600 square foot patch uncut, especially right 
against the front of the house. My text to my brother, 
as it was his machine I was using that day, went like 
this: “Used your zero-turn at Mom’s. Rained during 
the process. Needs cleaning.” The man of few words, 
at least in the world of texting, responded with: “K.” 

Speaking of “OK,” that was not what I said when 
my credit card wouldn’t work one day. I had even 
paid more than the statement balance, so I knew 
there couldn’t possibly be a problem. And I sort of 
went into panic mode knowing how many things are 
paid monthly on that card. I phoned in to tell them I 
had even paid more than what was due. And therein 
was the problem. Both hubby’s card and mine were 
“locked” by the credit card company due to that over-
payment. Really? Who knew? Obviously everyone 
but me. My conversation with the gal on the other end 
went like this: “I paid more than what was due,” I said. 
“Yes, and that’s why we locked your cards,” she said. 
“So why?” I asked. “How do we know that you are not 
laundering money?” she said. My response? “Because, 
I don’t know how to launder money.” I don’t think she 
thought I was funny and I wasn’t actually trying to be. 
And the only solution was to have my bank rescind 

credit card company could take six to eight weeks to 
put that money back in my bank account. In the end, it 
was put back in in about two to three weeks. All I can 
say is the time spent on the phone sorting it all out was 
painful. Needless to say, I will never pay a cent more 
than what I owe ever again!

One rainy afternoon (has there ever been a non-
rainy afternoon so far this year?), I was watching a Tik 
Tok video featuring nothing but a grey-haired farm-
er watching a load of grain being unloaded and all it 
said was this: “I don’t know which is harder – doing 
the work or watching the work being done.” And that 
really hit me, especially as hubby and I inch closer to 

retirement. As you age and your body allows you to 
do less, everything you’ve done all your life will one 
day not be done by you anymore. As we see our son 
and his boys tackling so much on the farm and we see 
ourselves stepping back to some degree, we can so to-
tally relate to that little video.

-
day. On Saturday, we loaded our truck and enclosed 

week-long stay. To be fair, we were going to cook for 

in case.’ And wow, were we glad to get out with our 

side. As for the twins and their friends, some of the 

walleye caught right here near home (Round Lake), 
netted the biggest grin from one of the twins the other 
day. Master Angler, here we come!!

We welcomed some American guests to camp up 
north, including an 85-year-old retired farmer. He re-
tired last year after years growing mint on his Indiana 
farm. He was a wealth of information and had been 
coming to Pine Point Lodge on Lake Athapapuskow 
for 15 years. On this his 16th trip, he spent virtually 
every day, all day, out on the lake, while I, the cook, 
took an hour every afternoon for a little siesta! This 
gentleman told me he would send me some mints and 
I asked him if they would come chocolate covered. 
“Chocolate?” he said. “No, no chocolate, just mints.” 
Well, that’s disappointing but hey, I will take the Indi-
ana mints!

One day when our son and the twins, their friend 
and the Indiana gentlemen (two of them) decided to 

were asked to prepare some sandwiches for their day 

to the brim with water bottles on the counter and the 
-

tuce I had washed was still a bit wet, I put it in a bag-
gie instead of directly on the ham sandwiches. I also 
threw a few cookies into a baggie. With the water bot-
tles re-arranged a bit to accommodate the sandwiches, 
we placed all six sandwiches into one cooler and in the 
other cooler, along with the water bottles, I placed the 
bag of lettuce and the bag of cookies. Much later that 
day, when the Indiana gentlemen returned to camp, 
they were grabbing up pre-supper snacks like they 
hadn’t eaten all day.

“We split up when we reached the walleye lake,” one 
of them said, “and we got the cooler with the bag of 
lettuce and the bag of cookies but no sandwiches.” My 

took it with a good chuckle and then checked out the 
appetizer table in the dining room. Appetizers never 
tasted so good to them the whole week I am sure!

and spraying. I am not even remotely thinking about 
harvest, although the weird looking little wheeled cart 
with a hunk of wood across the top of it still sits in my 
kitchen loaded with “to-go” bowls and plates for the 

temporary kitchen addition, just leave it there until 
harvest is over.’

Remember earlier how I said I wasn’t OCD about 
much, other than the lawn/yard? Well, there is one 
other area that I am a bit obsessed with, although to 
be totally fair, time doesn’t always allow me to keep 
up with it to the standards I try to set for myself. It is 
the vehicle interiors. Particularly my car and my truck. 
The farm trucks are technically not part of my consid-
eration, though I do give the main farm half ton a good 
clean inside the cab on the last day (or day after) of 
harvest. I have nearly every cleaning product there is 
available for cleaning vehicle interiors, plus I have a 
tool kit full of brushes, cloths, steam cleaner, lint roll-
ers and so on. What I hate though is rolling that great 
big old shop vac out every time I clean (and that is 
sometimes a lot).

is, made us a yummy breakfast before he headed off 
to work at the farm! And I took him out for supper 
though I did use the cash he had in his wallet to pay 
for it. But before you think I don’t ever think of him as 

I was at the Coop Hardware store to buy a couple of 
pieces of 1x4 for a project I had in mind when I saw a 
DeWalt corded/cordless shop vac the size of a hand-
held tool box. I was intrigued. Not only was it $11 less 
than Amazon’s price, it would be perfect for hubby 
and for only $197.00! Imagine cleaning the combine 
with that little unit – no cords required! 

And so, on a whim, I grabbed it, took it to the til, 
almost reverberating with excitement over this most 
wonderful gift for my hubby. And then, when the 
young gentlemen rung the item through the til, he said 
it was $147 and I told him there must be something 
wrong, the price should be $197. And so he said, “You 
grabbed it off the 25% table,” at which time I looked 

ITEMS ON THIS TABLE.” Imagine me missing that 
little tidbit of information. I couldn’t wait until the 
following day to present my gift to hubby, mainly be-
cause I wanted him to open it so I could use it that very 
day. And use it I did. And oh wow, that is the handiest 
thing since sliced bread, so there you go – if you are 
looking for the perfect gift for yourself, pardon me, for 
your partner, it’s got to be one of these DeWalt shop 
vacs. And no I don’t sideline for DeWalt, so this is just 
my honest opinion.

So impressed was I that I went back later that day 
and bought the other one for my son. I charged it to his 

Day, Son, keep your eye on your Co-op bill come the 

have lots of time to keep the cab clean all harvest 
long! So, there you go, gift ideas are the bonus to this 
month’s column.

Happy summer season to all our farmers and 
friends. We’ll see you back here next month. Stay safe 
and keep the hip waders and mosquito repellent at the 
ready!!

Rain, rain go away
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Kipton Kyle started the journey on his horse 
Ricky for the Prairie Pony Express.

BY STEPHANIE ZOER
In 1890 a Pony Express was formed to 

deliver mail from Missouri to California. 
Horses and riders would speed from one 
spot to the next and hand off the mail 
bag for the next rider to continue with. 
There were strict rules in those days. No 
liquor could be consumed while riding 
and they had to wear a red shirt and blue 
pants. This form of mail delivery took 10 
days and is usually done with 11 riders. 
This mail route lasted for 18 months. A 
year later the telegraph took its place.

At the Kyle residence in Fillmore, 
Codee Kyle home schools her children. 
At the beginning of the school year in 
2025, Kipton, the middle child, wanted to 
do a project on cowboys and their history 
and began to do research. During this 
time Kyle started seeing posts on Face-
book about Pony Expresses being done 
in the United States. This intrigued Kip-
ton, Tanner, and Macee to look further 
into this adventure. 

They began to collect information 
about the rides and thought it would be 
nice to do a ride that would take them to 
Fillmore. The Kyle family lives south of 
Tyvan on a small ranch and her husband 
Ray rides for a local community pasture. 
They would need to contact the munici-
palities, Ministry of Highways, and be-
gin organizing letters to send out. 

Their plan was to ride along Highway 
33 from Francis to Fillmore, making mul-
tiple stops along the way, so they could 
switch riders and hand over the mail bag, 
just as it was done in the past.

Kyle said it was a big learning experi-
ence, not only for the kids but for herself 
and it was more than they had anticipat-
ed. They needed permission from three 

communities, four community halls or 
rinks, three rural municipalities, and the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Highways.

It was an exciting moment when they 
received the permission from all of 
them and the wheels—or should we say 
hooves—started rolling. Word was sent 
out on the need for riders to take part in 
the event that was held on June 6. Kyle 
said the ride was going to take place, rain 
or shine. The only thing that was going to 
stop it was lightning or a tornado.

The morning of the ride, the skies 
opened up and the rain came down. It 

rider hit the road with the mail bag that 
Ray Kyle had made. This mail bag held 
150 letters. Tammy King was the volun-

-
ters, Shoni and Shayda King, were part 
of the ride.

As the ride came close to Fillmore, the 
riders all joined and rode into town, go-
ing to the original hitching post at the 
Prairie Memories Museum. They made 
a stop at the Fillmore Care Home were 
130 letters were dropped off, much to the 
enjoyment of the residents.

The ride took six hours over 45 kilo-
metres, which included the 10 stops that 
they made. 

“The riders were awesome and the 

the highway was super courteous and 
spectators along the trail were so wel-
coming. So many people were involved 
to make this a success.”

They ended at the Fillmore rink, which 
was opened with a canteen for anyone 
wanting to come and check out the his-
torical display that was made. “It was 
such successful day,” Kyle said.

Going back in time with a Prairie Pony Express

Above: Macee Kyle rode Casper to the Well Road Station during 
the Prairie Pony Express.  

Below, left: At the Top-Notch Station, Team Klein was there to 
greet the riders with Buck and Beauty harnessed to the sled.   
                   

Below: From left to right, Shoni King riding Bunny delivered letters 
to Cutter, Conrad, and Colt Buckingham at the Tyvan Station.

 Codee Kyle photos

From left to right: Ray Kyle riding Teddy, Macee Kyle on Casper, Kipton Kyle on Ricky, Shayda 
King riding Zanatar, and Shoni King on Bill. They are pictured in front of the original hitching post 
by the Prairie Memories Museum in Fillmore. 
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Saturday, July 18 - Sunday, July 19

For more information call Jill Lowe 
at 306-736-8967

➢ Free camping in designated areas    ➢ Food Trucks on site    ➢ ATM on site

SATURDAY
   3pm Parade

4pm to 5 pm Happy Hour in Rodeo Beer 
    Gardens

6pm Rodeo with Bull riding under the 
lights 
Intermission Noemy Coeurjoly, 
Roman Riding Act followed by 
Sheep Scramble
Wild ponies following rodeo performance
 9pm Saturday night - DJ Platinum Music in 
the Beer Gardens

SUNDAY
  9am Pancake Breakfast at Kennedy 

  Friendship Centre 
11am Cowboy Church Service at the

   Rodeo Grounds 
2pm Rodeo 
Intermission Noemy Coeurjoly, 
Roman Riding Act followed by 
Sheep Scramble
Wild ponies following rodeo 
performance

Food Booth & Beer Gardens open for the weekend
ADMISSION : Adult Day Pass- $25.00 | Student Day Pass - $10.00 | 5 & under FREE

Weekend Family Pass $90.00 (2 Adults + 2 Students)

Come meet our 
Rodeo Queen
Grace Pain

Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18
• Registration at 9 AM
• Golf at 9:30 AM
At Kingswood Golf Course, 

Kipling, SK 

Cost $60 per personCost $60 per person
Includes lunch at the Golf Course

Cart rent extra
Maximum of 72 Golfers

     Call Jill Lowe     Call Jill Lowe
   306-736-8967   306-736-8967

  to register  to register
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Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK/Virden, MB  •  306-434-6909

CONTACT MATT OR JEFF  AT
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision Farming Displays
Autosteer Systems
Application Contol Systems
And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

• Raven trade-up promo. Trade in your existing Raven or 
competitive technology and receive a credit towards your 
new Raven Precision purchase (ends September 30th)

• Outback Guidance MaveriX ESI2 trade-up promo. Trade 
up legacy Outback Guidance or legacy competitive auto 
steer systems and receive $1400 credit towards new system 

as well as free extended warranty and 
Atlas correction service. 

• Save $500 off Agrimatics Libra Cart 
systems until July 31st.

• Save 10% off all Bushel Plus 
products (MAD Concaves, Smart Pan 
System and Bushel Plus Mini 
Combine). Sale ends July 31st. 

 
e 
-

-

 

Trade in Promotions Trade in Promotions 
and Summer Salesand Summer Sales

Two full-time 
mechanics, 
performing 

wheel 
alignment & 
SGI Safety 
Inspection

GET UP TO $120
in rebates passenger
and light truck tires

SCHLAMP’S INTEGRA TIRE
Grenfell, SK  •  306-697-2856

grenfell@integratire.com

680/50R46 for 
Case 4350

$22,500/SET

710/70R38 
$26,500/SET

750/60R46 for 
Case 4450

$23,500/SET

710/65R46 for 
Case 4450

$29,000/SET

New Sprayer Tires and Wheel 
Assemblies for Sale

NEW FACTORY RIMS AND TIRES

710/70R38 
tire & rim

in-stock & available
$15,000

MODELS AVAILABLE:

ALL TRAILERS COME STANDARD WITH:

• 32' Bumper Pull
• 37' Gooseneck

• 32' Gooseneck
• 42’ Gooseneck

• 7000lb Brake Axles
• Break Away Kit
• 235/85/R16 14 Ply Radials
• LED Lighs
• Enclosed Wiring Harness
• 12,000 lb Spring Loaded Jack
• Primed with 

Rust Inhibitive 
Primer and
Top Coat of 
Acrylic Enamel 
for Long Paint 
Life

The Canada-United 
States-Mexico Agreement 
(CUSMA) is currently 
being reviewed, with its 
future hanging in the 
balance. Related uncer-
tainties, compounded by 
earlier tariffs imposed 
by the U.S., have already 
hurt Canada’s economy, 
as evidenced by delayed 
investment and weak hir-

nomic and Financial Mar-
ket Update, we look at 
possible CUSMA scenar-
ios and what those could 
mean for the economy 
going forward, includ-
ing the Bank of Canada’s 
policy rate.

U.S. tariffs are
hammering the
Canadian economy

Statistics Canada re-
cently estimated that 

about 16% of Canada’s 
GDP and 12% of jobs de-
pend on the production 
of exports destined for 
the U.S. So, trade nego-
tiators know very well 
what’s at stake as they 

attempt to strike a deal to 
renew the Canada-United 
States-Mexico Agreement 
(CUSMA).

a taste of what life could 
be without protections 

porters of autos and parts, 
steel, copper and alumi-
num products are still 
struggling to deal with 
sectoral tariffs imposed 
a little more than a year 

ago by the White House 
by virtue of Section 232 

sion Act of 1962. That, 
coupled with confusion 
about CUSMA compli-
ance, has caused exports 
of non-energy goods and 
overall business invest-
ment to decline. Those 
challenges contributed to 
the contraction of Cana-
da’s real GDP in three of 
four quarters since U.S. 
tariffs were imposed (Fig-
ure 1), while employment 

has also stagnated.

tute, the arbiter of busi-
ness cycles in Canada, 
will refer to this current 
rough patch as “reces-
sion”, whenever it makes 
its pronouncement. But 
semantics aside, there’s 
little debate that this is a 

While growth likely 
bounced back in Q2 
(based on the GDP in-
crease reported by Statis-
tics Canada for April), it’s 
unclear if that rebound 
can be sustained in the 
second half of 2026. For 
instance, consumers, re-
strained by a weak labour 
market and the resulting 
softness in real dispos-
able incomes, continued 
to tap savings to maintain 
their lifestyles, with the 
savings rate falling again 
in Q1 to 3.5%, the lowest 
in two years. That can’t 
be sustainable, especially 
if employment prospects 
do not improve. 

What happens to Canada if
CUSMA is not renewed?

   Continued on page C13
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Highway 48 • Candiac, Saskatchewan

29 Monday Candiac 4H Beef Club  Show & Sale

           9 a.m.  SHOW •  5 p.m. SUPPER and SALE to follow

JUNE

JULY
4  Saturday   Horse/Tack Sale    11 a.m. 

10 Friday      Regular Cattle Sale     10 a.m.

AUGUST
1  Saturday   Horse/Tack Sale    11 a.m. 

18 Tuesday     Sheep/Goat Sale     11 a.m.

28 Friday      Regular Cattle Sale     10 a.m.

Friday, 
 July 10

10 am - 2 pm

Customer 
Appreciation

BBQ &
Kids 

Activities

KODY Market Manager
306-605-1122  OFFICE  306-424-2967

candiaclivestockmarket.com

NEW OWNERSHIP
B U I LT  O N  FA R M E R 

Relationships.

W E  P U R C H A S E :
O A T S  •  B A R L E Y  •  W H E A T  •  F L A X

I T ’ S  MORE  THAN PROCESS ING . 

I T ’ S  OUR Promise.

306-434-6485
lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville 

& Surrounding Areas!& Surrounding Areas!

 Full Exterior Renos

 Full Interior Renos

 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting

 Home Maintenance

 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

 Kitchen Back Splashes

 Basement Development

 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

Why your farm background is
important to your business plan

BYTREVOR BACQUE AND REBECCA HANNAM
A business plan is a crucial document for any company, including farms. It acts 

nances.
One section, the company background and history, is part of introducing a solid 

business plan, but farm business owners often overlook it.
Taking time to write out this information may seem less valuable than setting 

cessfully navigate the challenges of operating a farm.”
Continued on page C14
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cropaidnutrition.com | 1-866-249-0666

Nutrition For Every Stage

SOIL
Health

Reduce soil compaction
Enhance germination, 

vigour and early growth

SEED
Dressing

FOLIAR 
Fertilizer

Build A Better Crop

Wolverine's 
Wolverine's Range Day 
Range Dayis Back!is Back!

It promises to be a fun experience  It promises to be a fun experience 
for the whole family!for the whole family!

Saturday, July 11, 2026 Saturday, July 11, 2026 
Store open 9am - 4pmStore open 9am - 4pm

Range open 10am - 3pm Range open 10am - 3pm 
Ticket sales stop at 2pmTicket sales stop at 2pm

WOLVERINE SUPPLIES IS HOSTING  WOLVERINE SUPPLIES IS HOSTING 
A ONE-DAY RANGE EVENT  A ONE-DAY RANGE EVENT 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 

at distances between 150 and 200 yards, as well as at distances between 150 and 200 yards, as well as 

What happens to Canada if CUSMA is not renewed?
Continued from page C9

The stagnation of overall investment is also unlikely to end considering contin-

2). The economic outlook is further muddied by ongoing CUSMA negotiations.

CUSMA hangs in the balance
Indeed, the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement, which came into effect on July 

1, 2020, included a 16-year “sunset clause”, meaning the trade deal will expire in 2036 
unless the three countries agree to extend it after a joint review every six years. We’re 
now at that six-year mark, which explains why markets as well as businesses and house-
holds across North America are holding their breath.

are ideal from an economic standpoint because that would provide clarity to businesses 
and governments, facilitating planning and the deployment of capital. But considering 
the apparent nationalist bent of this White House, we believe this scenario has a low 
probability of materializing.

Another low probability scenario in our view is the outright termination of the agree-
-

tice. Given how integrated supply chains are in North America, this scenario would un-
leash unprecedented economic disruptions, which U.S. politicians will be keen to avoid 
ahead of November’s mid-term elections.

We believe the most likely outcome is something in the middle of the two above-men-
tioned scenarios. One example of that could be the refusal by the U.S. to agree to a clean 
extension of CUSMA, which would trigger mandatory annual reviews, while keeping 
some tariffs in place e.g., the above-mentioned Section 232 sectoral tariffs. This would 

tariffs on some sectors, and a requirement that the three trade partners meet every year 
to resolve grievances.

While better than outright termination of CUSMA, this “In the middle” scenario is still 
fraught with challenges for Canada not only due do the continued drag of U.S. tariffs on 
some sectors, but more notably because annual reviews would create uncertainties for 
businesses and potentially curtail long-term investments. Indeed, without guarantees 
that American tariffs won’t change for the worse in the future, exporters eyeing the vast 
U.S. market may be reluctant to build new production facilities in Canada.

Continued on page C15
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Finance a new camper, boat, vehicle, or trip, and you 
could get up to three months of payments covered.

*Some conditions apply. Three (3) winners will be selected, one (1) per 
Sunrise district. Each winner will receive either three (3) months of pay-

-
ing must be approved to qualify. Deadline to qualify July 31, 2026. See 
branch for details.

Connect with a Sunrise lender to enter.

$

Why your farm background is
important to your business plan

Continued from page C12
Why telling your story matters

Count on the reader of your business 
plan to know nothing about your farm, 
so it makes sense to explain the origin.

Your farm history can go a long way in 
illuminating values, character and com-
mitment.

The farm’s history, along with your 

strengthens the other components of the 
business plan, including the sales and 
marketing of your products or services. 
Clermont encourages owners to include 
their management capabilities and perti-
nent training or education. Consider the 
story of the farm business to be like a re-
sume, and an excellent way to highlight 
your values, character and commitment 
to the farm.

This is your opportunity to create that 
narrative and direct the reader to your 
motivations and intentions, Clermont 
adds.

What to include
To begin writing your company back-

ground and history, consider these steps.

1. Dig into your roots and provide a 
brief historical timeline

Where and when was the farm found-
ed? When were major assets acquired? 
If you’re not the company’s founder, in-
dicate when the transition of ownership 
and management took place.

2. Outline the business ventures that 
worked out and those that did not

-
ness decisions were made and what 
the outcomes were. What are your key 
achievements? What has changed since 
you started? Are there key values you 
wish to retain?

-
parency and says that adding such de-
tails only strengthens the case for gain-
ing a partner.

“The ones that are very vocal and 
clear about what they want to achieve 
and how to do it are the most success-
ful,” Clermont says. “The ones with hid-
den expectations or agendas are where 

where we are going, then everybody 
around that farm can give those recom-
mendations to help achieve the goals.”

3. Describe your current business
-

rent market? What are your farm’s cur-
rent major initiatives? What solutions do 
you provide to your customers? What 

-
eration?

Clermont explains that talking about 
these ideas shows a level of market un-
derstanding. It demonstrates proactive 
steps to plan for a successful farm future, 
while also acknowledging that any good 

business plan will be adjusted over time.
When creating a business plan, not 

your farm and your situation. Choose 
the questions that best tell your farm 
story and answer the ones that draw the 
picture you want your readers to see, ad-
vises Clermont.

Bottom line
Your business plan is where you secure 

critical partnerships. Don’t overlook the 
power of injecting history, successes, 
failures and future goals into the plan to 
showcase your future-focused mindset.
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What happens to Canada if
CUSMA is not renewed?

Continued from page C13

Outcome of CUSMA negotiations could impact 
interest rates

this year.

Economic slack is keeping underlying price pres-
sures under control

the economy.

COPY PAPER

SHOP LOCAL
SAVE BIG!

306.435.2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net   |   714 Main Street   |   Moosomin, SK

8.5 X 11

$8500
PER 
CASE

10 PACKAGES PER CASE
500 SHEETS PER PACKAGE

DELIVERED WITHIN MOOSOMIN: $87 

$1000
PER 
PKG

COMPARE OUR PRICES 
WAL-MART: $129.99

AMAZON: $192.12
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Productivity growth has stagnated in
Canadian agriculture equipment manufacturing

BY BETHANY LIPKA, FCC BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE ANALYST 
Canadian farm equipment manufacturers are powering an $10B industry—but 

Output per worker is stuck in neutral

What are the challenges to labour productivity growth?

• Rising input costs

• Market concentration

• Labour availability

Canadian farm equipment manufacturers are powering an $10B industry—but the shop-fl oor metric that matters most is slipping.

Continued from page C17 

Ag Ag NewsNews

Reach thousands of readers in local communities with our monthly 

Agriculture Supplement | Next Issue July 27th

CALL 306-435-2445 TO BOOK YOUR AD!
world_spectator@sasktel.net  |  View past issues at www.world-spectator.com/ag-news
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1604 Park Ave.  |  Moosomin, SK

306-435-3866 | ROCKYMTN.COM

Continued from page C16
As AI and automation drive increasingly advanced 

farm equipment, manufacturers must remain agile by 
investing in automated, software-enabled technologies. 
However, these investments often limit funds for im-

sophisticated technology is increasing demand for highly 
skilled labour, at a time when chronic labour shortages 
in Canadian manufacturing are ongoing. Meeting this 
growing demand is especially challenging for often small, 
rural farm equipment manufacturers that struggle with 
smaller labour pools. Product development now centers 
on computer programs and virtual modeling, resulting in 
less direct farmer involvement — a factor previously key 
to the Canadian shortline industry’s success. With over 
80% of Canadian ag tech organizations based in urban 
areas, product development is evolving quickly but be-

the challenge of compatibility when integrating shortline 
software with that of major equipment manufacturers.

Evolving legislation around the right to repair and 
copyright adds further complexity for manufacturers, 
and raises important questions about the future of Ca-
nadian innovation in the agricultural industry and its 
relevance to farmers. How can manufacturers design 
equipment that encourages safe, legally permissible cus-
tomization by farmers without compromising intellec-
tual property or warranties?

What’s at stake?
Sustainable productivity growth in Canadian farm 

equipment manufacturing is essential for the industry’s 

In 2025, it generated approximately $10.3 billion in sales, 
contributed $3.9 billion to GDP and exported roughly 
$2.7 billion in agricultural equipment to over 150 coun-
tries. When accounting for spillover effects into other 
industries across the Canadian economy, the GDP im-

industry employs close to 25,000 Canadians, mainly in 
rural areas, with many manufacturers based in commu-

success of these manufacturers is therefore closely tied to 
rural prosperity.

How can we move forward?
Despite present challenges, the outlook for Canada’s 

farm equipment industry remains bright. Canada’s farm 
equipment industry has a long tradition of problem-solv-

ing, and the sector is built on innovative companies with 
a proven ability to adapt.

addressing them. With the right mix of policy support, 
skills development, and investment, the industry can con-
tinue to drive productivity and rural prosperity. In part 2, 
we will explore practical strategies to strengthen produc-
tivity and innovation in Canadian agriculture equipment 
manufacturing, and examine what comes next for this 
critical part of Canada’s agriculture economy.

Did you 
know?

We sell self-inking 
& rubber stamps!

306-435-2445
714 MAIN STREET  
MOOSOMIN, SK

Productivity growth has stagnated in
Canadian agriculture equipment manufacturing



TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID
visit www.mackauctioncompany.com

or phone 306-421-2097

UPCOMING TIMED 
ONLINE AUCTIONS

PL. 311962 Follow Us on Facebook

Most producers in Southeast Saskatchewan have large-
ly wrapped up seeding within the region and are at 99 
per cent completion. Overall, producers are reporting 
good moisture conditions with the rainfall received in the 
region this past week. However, the persistence of cool 
and cloudy conditions and excess moisture in some areas 
have slowed crop development and in-crop spraying ac-
tivities. Producers will be hoping for some warm weather 
over the coming week to continue with in-crop spraying 
and to help crop development.

The Weyburn area received the highest rainfall amount 
with 54 millimetres (mm), followed by the Indian Head 
area with 51 mm and the Francis area 49 mm. Topsoil 
moisture conditions are mostly rated as adequate in the 
region with some areas reporting surplus.

Cropland topsoil moisture is:
-25 per cent surplus;
-69 per cent adequate;
-5 per cent short; and
-1 per cent very short.
Hayland topsoil moisture is:
-14 per cent surplus;
-69 per cent adequate;
-14 per cent short; and
-3 per cent very short.

Pasture topsoil moisture is:
-13 per cent surplus;
-71 per cent adequate;
-12 per cent short; and
-4 per cent very short.
Despite cool weather conditions slowing crop develop-

ment, the majority of the crops in the region are mostly 
rated as normal in their development stages, with oilseed 
crops the furthest behind their normal development stage 
for this time of year.

Crop development for this time of year in the region is 
rated as follows:

-1 per cent of fall cereals are reported as ahead, 80 per 
cent as normal and 19 per cent behind.

-3 per cent of spring cereals are reported as ahead, 72 
per cent as normal and 25 per cent behind.

-2 per cent of oilseeds are reported as ahead, 65 per cent 
as normal and 33 per cent behind.

-4 per cent of pulse crops are reported as ahead, 82 per 
cent as normal and 14 per cent behind.

-1 per cent of perennial forages are reported as ahead, 
78 per cent as normal and 21 per cent behind.

-85 per cent of annual forages are reported as normal 
and 15 per cent behind.

A total of 3 per cent of the land that would normally be 

seeded did not get seeded this spring in the region due 
to excess moisture. Of the seeded land this spring, pro-
ducers indicate that 4 per cent has excess moisture and is 
unlikely to produce a crop. Similarly, 4 per cent of forage 
crops are reported to have excess moisture and are un-
likely to produce a crop, while 2 per cent of pastureland is 
not accessible or is not usable.

Areas within the region that are experiencing reduced 
moisture have expressed that 10 per cent of the land seed-
ed this spring is struggling due to lack of moisture. 20 per 

-
fected and 26 per cent of pastures may have their carrying 
capacity reduced.

Most livestock water supplies are considered to be ad-
equate for the region. While no moderate shortages are 
reported, 5 per cent of livestock water sources may be 
short within the next two months while 95 per cent are 
not expected to be short. A total of 95 per cent of livestock 
producers in the region are not concerned about water 
quality while only 5 per cent of producers have water 
quality concerns.

Moderate to severe damage to crops was reported from 
excess moisture, wind and gophers. Hail also caused mi-
nor damage in some areas in the region, with minor to 
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Seeding mostly wrapped up in the Southeast
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Th roughout human history agriculture has provided the impetus for 

increasingly complex urban civilizations. For thousands of years agrarian 

societies disseminated throughout the old world and most recently to the 

new world, the Americas. While agriculture made civilization possible and 

allowed powerful, wealthy empires to develop, invariably, soil erosion result-

ing from that agriculture, like the idiom of the Sword of Damocles, also led to 

the decline and collapse of civilizations.

No matter how advanced the agricultural society and its engineering, one 

primary fl aw has prevailed. When human-derived soil disturbance interacts 

with the fundamental principles of the natural world, precipitation, drought, 

wind, temperature and gravity, soil erosion occurs. Regardless of how little 

or how great, human initiated soil erosion is not sustainable and provides the 

single greatest catalyst for desertifi cation.

On the evening of May 13th, 2026, a storm of epic proportions, the most 

signifi cant singular event of such magnitude in nearly a century, descended 

upon the Northern Great Plains. Impacting the northern States and south-

ern Prairie Provinces, this storm delivered its full force to our very doorstep. 

Dry draughty conditions coupled with spring tillage and high wind became 

a prescription for a disaster reminiscent of the 1930’s dust bowl era. For 48 

hours, buildings were stripped of shingles, transmission lines snapped, trees 

toppled, ditches, creeks, culverts and even house rain gutters fi lled with sand. 

Visibility dropped to near zero as the very life and productivity of the prairie 

soil, the organic matter, was violently stripped by the wind and elevated 

several thousand feet into the atmosphere. Hundreds of thousands of tons of 

material formed an airborne cloud so massive in scale it was photographed 

from outer space. So dense it obscured the sun and the resulting pall created 

an artifi cial twilight reminiscent of a solar eclipse. For the duration of the 

storm there was little anyone could do but listen and watch as our grandchil-

dren’s future fl ed past our windows at speeds approaching 120 km per hour. 

Never in my lifetime did I expect to witness the spectacle so vividly recalled 

by my parents and grandparents from nearly a century earlier. 

Th e shingles will be replaced, the transmission lines restored, trees planted, 

creeks, ditches and culverts cleared of silt. Th e real tragedy however was the 

loss of the last vestiges of life from this ancient prairie soil, the organic matter, 

gone in that instant. Its loss will remain a dark mark upon our legacy forever. 

Th at loss is permanent as is the cost of that loss to be borne by mother earth, 

all of society and ultimately future generations from that moment forward, 

forever. 

In the hours, days and now weeks that have followed, I have waited for 

some offi  cial comment; from anyone. What happened? Why? What was the 

result; the damage? With very few exceptions, there has been only silence. As 

though this catastrophe never actually happened. No comment from any lev-

el of government or their departments, nor non-government organizations, 

nor academia, no one.

In the wake of such an overwhelming and momentous event, the silence 

is almost understandable. What can be said? It’s now in the past, what can 

be done? What can a group such as ours ever hope to accomplish in the face 

of an almost indescribable situation? In the sadness, almost panic of the 

moment, it would appear to be easier to throw up our hands and ask, what’s 

the point?

And then, I realized there actually has been a comment aft er all. Loud and 

clear. It has arrived from a most unlikely source, one I hadn’t even consid-

ered, albeit in a diff erent language but a language we here are all familiar with 

and understand as well as anyone. Th e comment I was looking for had in 

essence been provided by the victim, mother earth herself. In the hours, days 

and weeks that have followed this monster into history, there has been a host 

of much smaller geographically, but no less catastrophic, events of a more 

localized watershed scale. Th ese smaller events happen regularly, constantly 

but involve the exact same interactions between humans and the processes 

of nature. Day in and day out, 365 days a year. Streams running chocolate 

brown in summer, sand and top soil covering snow fi lled ditches in the dead 

of winter. And, this has gone on for the past century and more. What has 

been the cumulative eff ect of all these individual events, some so small they 

go unnoticed, others requiring provincial disaster assistance and of course 

everything in between. Th e impact of these events we can and do occasion-

ally measure, like the torrential rainfalls recently in the Swan River Valley 

and elsewhere across the province. In the aft ermath of these smaller events, 

questions loom. What’s the resiliency of our watershed? Are we prepared 

for a Swan River Valley should it happen here? Even half that much? What 

would be the state of our public infrastructure and private property from out 

of control runoff  and overland fl ooding?

But, the real question is, what’s the cumulative eff ect of all of these events 

annually and for the past century, or more? I have no doubt the answer to 

this question would make the May 2026 Storm of the Century pale by com-

parison. And therein lies the mandate, the role, for a watershed organization 

such as this.

Th e Vision and Mandate handed to us by the founders and pioneers of this 

movement some 70 years ago was the brain trust of people like Ted Poyser 

and Sid Ransom and a host of others that led to Provincial legislation creat-

ing Conservation Districts and the Watershed Districts of today. Legislation 

for these organizations was written to specifi cally conserve, preserve, restore 

and make sustainable Manitoba’s base natural resources, namely soil and 

water and their associated resources. Watershed Districts today and their pre-

decessors, the Conservation Districts, have for decades successfully bridged 

the gap from the farm gate to the highest levels of government as well as 

crown corporations, nongovernment organizations and associations. I know 

of no other organization with such a demanding mandate and urgency for 

delivery. If we can positively impact even one acre of land or wet land, one 

farm family, one endangered plant or animal, it’s incumbent upon us as an 

organization to try. Focusing on the positive and supporting the generations 

of individuals and families now numerous amongst us seeking sustainability 

for themselves and those who follow.

My purpose for this article is two-fold:

1. To affi  rm for myself the role I can play in observing and working toward 

the mandate as defi ned by the founders of this cause decades ago and to do 

my best to meet the offi  cial mandate as directed by legislation.

2. To recognize for the historic record via our SRWD Board minutes that 

we did indeed make note of the storm of 13th, 14th, 15th of May 2026.

I wish to conclude with the following Quote from the book “Dirt”, a quote 

from the FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION of the U.S.

“One man cannot stop the dust from blowing, but 
one man can start it.” 

“Th is is a refl ective article by Gary Davis about the May 13–15, 2026 ‘Storm of the Century’ and its impact on prairie soils, 

erosion, and watershed health. It connects that storm to the broader mandate of watershed districts, emphasizing soil and water 

conservation, the cumulative eff ects of runoff  and erosion, and the role of organizations like SRWD in protecting land, water, 

and future generations.”
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MOOSOMIN, SK

BULLS & BRONCS 2026

Presented by
Hosted by

MOOSOMIN
RODEO

Sanctioned by

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS
OK Tire

Borderland COOP
Pharmasave

Broadhead Construction
Diamond B Contracting

HUB Insurance
PBI Prestige Builders INC

Masson & Associates

Virden Ag & Parts

Prairie Livestock
Conexus

Little Rainbow Ranch
Jeannot Electric

By Pro Feeds
First Resort Mechanical

Ranch n Ruff
Gee Bee Construction

Saturday, July 11, 2026 • 7 PM
Gates open at 6:00 PM

BULL RIDING   |   SADDLE BRONC  |  JUNIOR STEER RIDING
Beer Gardens open all night! (minors must be accompanied by a guardian)

Admission: $20 for Rodeo & Cabaret | 5 & Under FREE

$20 entry into Cabaret (starts at 9 PM) 

CASH ONLY EVENT

CAB
AR

ET
FE

AT
UR

ING: BACK 40 DRIFTERS
STARTSAT9PM

Live Calcutta for the short round bull riding: 
‘Bid on the Bull Rider you think will win!’

Bidder that buys the winning bull rider wins a portion of the pot!
A portion of proceeds will be donated to the Moosomin Fire Department




