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Farmers hoping for sun

BY DONNA BEUTLER
It has been a wet year so far for farmers in the area, and
combined with the cooler than normal temperatures, it is
providing some challenges, especially when it comes to
spraying.
“The biggest challenge in June was the moisture and the

NETWRAF
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STOCK UP AHEAD
OF HAYING SEASON

biggest challenge during seeding was the cold weather,”
Mark McCorriston told The World-Spectator. McCorris-
ton is a mixed farm operator who farms in the Moosomin,
Fairlight and Rocanville areas. Wheat and canola are his
main crops as well as barley for the livestock operation.
“We've lost lots of acres due to moisture and some has

yellowed off,” he said of this year’s crops. “Canola is a
bit delicate to start and some acres didn’t come up. The
rain has been relentless and the damage is basically done.
We'll see it when we harvest,” he added.

Continued on page C4 v=
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Four generations of farming, one tractor

BY DONNIE MATICHUK

Farmers have access to very advanced technology
for their fields today, but a family from the Rocanville
area is celebrating technology from a different era.

Heather and Tim Graham, who run Cornucopia
Gardens near Rocanville on Highway 8, use a tractor
in their garden that has been used by four generations
of their family. Cornucopia Gardens said that they are
proud to have been using the 1951 International W4
for all these years.

“On the farm with the cattle, it was a never-ending
source of work. We only had square bales—that was
before round bales came around—and it was a very
physical job.

“Dad happened to be on the tractor that day, and
Mom took a picture, so there’s the proof that four gen-
erations have used that tractor on the land,” said Den-
nis Hack, father of Heather Graham.

“The land is still being used to this day, which is
very cool some seventy-five years later. Of our three
kids, two are still actively farming and using that same
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tractor on the same land.”

Hack says that he is proud to have had a role in the
story of the old machine.

“When I first saw the picture of our grandson John
on the tractor, I felt proud and thought it was really
special. I think it must be quite a unique story, espe-
cially that the tractor is still running so well. It's had
very little modification over the years, we put a hy-
draulic system in and built a three-point hitch for it.
It’s still very usable with all the equipment in the gar-
den.”

He said that the tractor has stayed working well with
very little work compared to what you would think.

“It's pretty special that it's survived this long and
has been used by so many people in the family. It's had
some work done on it, but it's surprising how little.
Another thing that is kind of neat is that it’s only ever
ran on Co-op brand oil, so in my opinion you can’t
knock Co-op oil.”

Hack says that surprisingly, the machine is working
harder than it did back then.

“It's been a wonderful little tractor ever since Dad
bought it, and it’s served us well ever since then. Back
then, it was smaller than what we were using in the
fields, so we used it to pull the bale racks, like you see
in the photo. Today, it probably gets more work than
it did years ago because it gets used in the garden so
often. You’d think it wouldn’t get used as much as it
got older, but it’s only getting more work.”

He says that the tractor has stayed mostly unchanged
from when it was first purchased, and that it is an ex-
ample of how long well-built equipment can last.

“Alot of farms today don’t have a tractor that’s more
than 18 months old with all the new bells and whistles.
Seeing this old machine still running as well as it is
makes me proud to have used it.

“Lots of people say that if it’s in such good shape,
we should give it a new coat of paint and restore it. I
think that that is something we could do, but I agree
with my daughter Heather. She says that she couldn’t
imagine the tractor looking any different than how it’s
looked for the last seventy-five years.”

WESTMAN AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION ORGANIZATION INC.

WADO

ANNUAL FIELD DAY

Melita, MB
July 15, 2026

Located 1 mile north of Melita on gravel road 156W and 20N
9:30 am Coffee and Registration
10:00 am to 2:30 pm

This year we are hosting Manitoba’s 4R Nutrient Management Team!
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Farmers hoping for sun and moderate heat

after excessively w

= Continued from Page C1

Spraying this year has been hard on the equipment, and
along with getting stuck on occasion, it has been stressful,
according to McCorriston. Some of the other stressors are
the high diesel prices as well as higher input costs at the
same time as grain prices are low. This all makes profit
margins tight.

“We need above average yields to make the wheel turn
around,” McCorriston said. “From a livestock point of
view, pastures and hay crops are looking good and prices
for cattle are good.”

Meanwhile, for McCorriston and others who are grow-
ing grain, it has been important to take a window of op-
portunity when you get it.

“I enjoy what I do,” he said, “and will keep my fin-
gers crossed because we need an above average crop this
year.”

McCorriston went on to explain that the worst thing
now would be excessive heat. “The plants are rooted
along the surface because of the ongoing rain,” he said.
“If we get hot July and August temperatures and no mois-
ture, the crops will burn off.”

“The cool wet weather sucks,” Darren Davis who farms
north of the Whitewood told the World-Spectator. “It is
way too wet at the moment,” he added, something that
many farmers can relate to.

Davis, who seeds about 7,000 acres of wheat, winter
wheat, barley, oats, canola and soybeans, feels that in
about five per cent of the seeded acres, there is 100 per
cent loss due to too much moisture. As well, he estimates
another five per cent have been damaged, but says it is
hard to say just yet, and it will all depend on what hap-
pens in the next week or two.

As for seeding the 2026 crop, that went really well on
the Davis farm, but the challenges began when it came to
spraying, especially getting it done at the right time.

“It has definitely been more challenging this year,” Da-
vis went on to say, “but over the 25 years I have been do-
ing this, I have never seen a drought, though I have seen
it wetter than this.”

Hebert Grain, who employs upwards of 30 people dur-
ing busy times, seeds about 40,000 acres in southeast Sas-
katchewan including the Moosomin, Fairlight, Redvers
and Whitewood areas with their primary headquarters
located in Moosomin and Fairlight.

According to VP of Grain Operations for Hebert Grain
Ventures Jeff Warkentin, their operation has been fighting
the wind and rain to try and get the spraying done but is
now at about 85-90 per cent complete.

Hebert Grain Ventures produces canola, malt barley,
spring wheat, yellow peas and fall rye.

“Disease is definitely going to be prevalent with all the
moisture,” Warkentin told the World-Spectator. “Some
acres are drowned out but that’s offset by the moisture
we have,” he added.

Predicting potential yields at this point in time (end of
June) is not easy to do and most farmers are hoping for
good weather heading into July.

Wendy Leeds, agronomist with Sharpe’s Soil Services

Land Clearing

® Fence Lines
(both new & existing)

o Opening Up Ground

o Clearing Approaches &
Roadway

o Cleaning Up Yard Sites &
much more

CALL/TEXT:

204-771-8813
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et start to growing season

Crops south of Moosomin on June 25.

in Moosomin, says it's hard to say just yet, but hopefully
farmers will see average yields this year.

“The moisture is feeding the crops, but they need sun-
shine and not too much heat now,” Leeds said. “The roots
are not deep and too much heat would hinder the crops.

She says forecasts right now predict a moderate July,
temperature-wise.

“There will certainly be some loss of acres as farmers
were able to seed pretty much corner to corner this year
and some of those acres will be drowned out now,” she
said. “I'm pretty optimistic and it’s certainly too early yet
to write it off.

“June is the month of Saskatchewan’s most precipita-
tion,” Leeds said of Environment Canada’s 30-year aver-
age. So, with June being considered the ‘rainy’ month, on
averaﬁe, this area is at about 120 per cent of normal.

“Where the average is about six to seven inches of rain

Ashley Bochek photo

for here, this year is more like seven to eight inches,”
Leeds explained. “The ground is amazing at soaking up
the moisture, but what we are missing tﬁis year is sun-
shine and warmth. We are definitely experiencing abnor-
mal temperatures.”

That being said, farmers will hopefully see some warm,
sunny July days. Too much heat in July will only hinder
the crops, according to Leeds, because the roots are not
deep. Getting rain on repeat keeps the roots shallow, so
some 25 to 26 degree days would be a lot better than su-
per hot temperatures. And with the crops flowering in
July, the yield could be adversely affected if temperatures
climb excessively high.

As for fungicide, this is going to be a high-fungicide
year, and in order to lessen the chance of disease in this
year’s crops, Leeds said airplanes are expected to be used
for applying the fungicide.
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FCC will support the Government of
Canada’s National Food Security Strategy
through a new $1 billion Agri-food Project
Finance Fund, aimed at kickstarting agri-
food infrastructure across the country.

The new fund will help finance initia-
tives that expand domestic processing
capacity, strengthen supply chains, sup-
port farmers and contribute to economic
growth and long-term food security for
all Canadians. It will mean more afford-
able food that is more reliably available in
Canada.

FCC is currently developing the pro-
gram, engaging industry stakeholders
and assessing market needs. Additional
information regarding eligibility, pro-
posal processes and timelines will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.

Much of Canada’s agricultural product
is exported for processing into the food
that hits grocery store shelves in Canada
and around the world. Limited process-
ing capacity is a widely acknowledged
gap in the country’s agriculture and agri-
food sector.

At the same time, projects to build the

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

FCC to support National
Food Security Strategy

infrastructure that would further process-
ing in Canada are often considered unsuit-
able for traditional lenders and investors.

Through the Agri-food Project Finance
Fund, FCC will help address the clear

market gap for small to medium size,
strategic agri-food projects that are often
deemed too complex or difficult to finance
via conventional lending alone.

As the needs of the Canadian agricul-

C5

ture and food industry change, FCC con-
tinues to adapt its support, creating more
solutions that limit roadblocks that can
stand in the way of progress.

The Agri-food Project Finance Fund is a
separate $1 billion fund that complements
FCC’s existing commitment to invest $2
billion into Canadian food and agricul-
ture innovation by 2030 through its in-
vestment arm, FCC Capital.

That commitment was further strength-
ened by an additional $5 billion pledged
by a coalition of private sector investors.
FCC is also a founding partner of the
Agriculture Innovation, Validation, and
Adoption Network (AIVA), helping ac-
celerate the adoption of new technologies
and solutions that support long-term suc-
cess.

Together, these commitments are a di-
rect response to market needs and contrib-
ute to building a more resilient Canadian
agriculture and food industry, creating
more opportunities for producers and a
more resilient supply chain, increasing
productivity and making food more af-
fordable for Canadians.
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Strychnine distribution begins through
Sask's Strychnine Stewardship Program

Distribution of two per cent liquid strychnine has be-
gun under Saskatchewan's Strychnine Stewardship Pro-
gram, giving agricultural producers access to an impor-
tant tool for the integrated management of Richardson's
ground squirrel.

“I am encouraged to see the first deliveries of strych-
nine arrive in Saskatchewan,” Agriculture Minister David
Marit said. “Strychnine is an important tool Saskatche-
wan producers can use to protect crops and pastures from
continued gopher damage. I remain hopeful that we will
see strychnine reinstated permanently in the future.”

Producers in eligible regions of Saskatchewan who
have completed the mandatory online training and met
all stewardship program requirements can purchase the
product at participating rural municipality (RM) offices.
Supplies are limited, so producers should contact their
RM regarding access, as delivery timing and available
inventory may vary by location. Additional supplies are
expected throughout the growing season. A current list
of RMs participating in the Strychnine Stewardship Pro-
gram is available at: saskatchewan.ca/rgs-control.

At this time of yeatr, strychnine application is not rec-
ommended as abundant green vegetation makes the bait
less effective. The next recommended application win-
dow is from July 15 to September 1 once vegetation starts
to dry down.

In regions where strychnine is unavailable or not regis-
tered, producers are encouraged to use alternative regis-
tered rodenticides, as well as biological and cultural con-
trols for Richardson's ground squirrel control.

The Strychnine Stewardship Program includes signifi-
cant measures to protect species-at-risk. Measures include
a species-at-risk assessment of every proposed strychnine
treatment site to determine whether additional risk miti-
gation measures are required to protect species-at-risk.
If species-at-risk cannot be managed through additional
measures, including delayed application and enhanced
monitoring, application will be prohibited.

All strychnine users must also conduct an in-field spe-
cies-at-risk assessment and document the implementation
of risk mitigation measures. Site monitoring is required

for a minimum of four weeks following application with
once-a-day monitoring in the first week.

For full details on the Strychnine Stewardship program,
including training, forms, signage and alternative con-
trols, see: saskatchewan.ca/RGS-control.
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Rain, rain go away

You know what it feels like to see dark clouds roll in
when you need a good rain, only for it to pass by with-
out a drop of moisture falling. But not this year! Even a
small, slightly grey cloud will drop buckets. I getit, we
should never turn the rain away, but oh! What a chal-
lenge it’s been for farmers to get the spraying done.
And let’s not even talk about the ruts or getting stuck
because that’s a bit of a sore spot for many farmers.
I don’t even want to think about those ruts, dry and
hard come harvest, for swathers and combines to hit.

As for cutting grass (the big thing in my little world),
Kou basically need to do it between rain drops. If there

appens to be a break in the clouds, you gotta get
out there and get it done. The twins (15) are doing an
amazing job of keepinﬁ things trimmed up at the farm
and my moments on the mower out there are few and
far between. There’s not much I am OCD about, but I
do love nicely cut green spaces so kudos to my farm
boys on a job well done.

I did venture out to my mom’s farm one day to cut
her rather substantial farmyard, a portion of which I
once used to cut with a push mower a lifetime ago.
Those are days I choose to forget, at least as far as cut-
ting grass goes! I roared along in fairly good speed
at Mom'’s because I could see the odd cloud moving
around in the sky but with fingers crossed, I thought
maybe, just maybe I would get the yard done without
getting wet. AsTsat under a tree through the first little
shot of rain, I could see the cloud was passing over
and sure enough, away I went once again. An hour
or two later, with a very small portion of lawn left,
the clouds let loose and I just kept rolling. I was not
leaving a 600 square foot patch uncut, especially right
against the front of the house. My text to my brother,
as it was his machine I was using that day, went like
this: “Used your zero-turn at Mom'’s. Rained during
the process. Needs cleaning.” The man of few words,
at least in the world of texting, responded with: “K.”

Speaking of “OK,” that was not what I said when
my credit card wouldn’t work one day. I had even
paid more than the statement balance, so I knew
there couldn’t possibly be a problem. And I sort of
went into panic mode knowing how many things are

aid monthly on that card. I phoned in to tell them I

ad even paid more than what was due. And therein
was the problem. Both hubby’s card and mine were
“locked” by the credit card company due to that over-
payment. Really? Who knew? Obviously everyone
but me. My conversation with the gal on the other end
went like this: “I paid more than what was due,” I said.
“Yes, and that’s why we locked your cards,” she said.
“So why?” I asked. “How do we know that you are not
laundering money?” she said. My response? “Because,
I don’t know how to launder money.” I don’t think she
thought I was funny and I wasn’t actually trying to be.
And the only solution was to have my bank rescind
my payment. Which I did, only to find out that the
credit card company could take six to eight weeks to
put that money back in my bank account. In the end, it
was put back in in about two to three weeks. All I can
say is the time spent on the phone sorting it all out was
painful. Needless to say, I will never pay a cent more
than what I owe ever again!

One rainy afternoon (has there ever been a non-
rainy afternoon so far this year?), I was watching a Tik
Tok video featuring nothing but a grey-haired farm-
er watching a load of grain being unloaded and all it
said was this: “I don’t know which is harder - doing
the work or watching the work being done.” And that
really hit me, especially as hubby and I inch closer to
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retirement. As you age and your body allows you to
do less, everything you've done all your life will one
day not be done by you anymore. As we see our son
and his boys tackling so much on the farm and we see
ourselves stepping back to some degree, we can so to-
tally relate to that little video.

We finished seeding near the end of May, on a Fri-
day. On Saturday, we loaded our truck and enclosed
trailer for a trip north to the fishing camp. On Sunday
we headed out, coolers and fishing rods packed, for a
week-long stay. To be fair, we were going to cook for
a crew of about a dozen so the fishing rods were ‘just
in case.” And wow, were we glad to get out with our
grandsons and friends and get in a little fishing on the
side. As for the twins and their friends, some of the
fish they caught were huge. The smiles don’t get any
bigger than when they catch a ‘big’ one! Even a huge
walleye caught right here near home (Round Lake),
netted the biggest grin from one of the twins the other
day. Master Angler, here we comel!!

We welcomed some American guests to camp up
north, including an 85-year-old retired farmer. He re-
tired last year after years growing mint on his Indiana
farm. He was a wealth of information and had been
coming to Pine Point Lodge on Lake Athapapuskow
for 15 years. On this his 16th trip, he spent virtually
every day, all day, out on the lake, while I, the cook,
took an hour every afternoon for a little siesta! This
gentleman told me he would send me some mints and
I asked him if they would come chocolate covered.
“Chocolate?” he said. “No, no chocolate, just mints.”
Well, that’s disappointing but hey, I will take the Indi-
ana mints!

One day when our son and the twins, their friend
and the Indiana gentlemen (two of them) decided to
‘climb the cliffs” and head off to the ‘walleye lake,” we
were asked to prepare some sandwiches for their day
away from camp. Our son placed two coolers filled
to the brim with water bottles on the counter and the
‘kitchen staff’” prepped six sandwiches. Since the let-
tuce I had wasﬁed was still a bit wet, I put it in a bag-
gie instead of directly on the ham sandwiches. I also
threw a few cookies into a baggie. With the water bot-
tles re-arranged a bit to accommodate the sandwiches,
we placed all six sandwiches into one cooler and in the
other cooler, along with the water bottles, I placed the
bag of lettuce and the bag of cookies. Much later that
day, when the Indiana gentlemen returned to camp,
they were grabbing up pre-supper snacks like they
hadn’t eaten all day.

“We split up when we reached the walleye lake,” one
of them said, “and we got the cooler with the bag of
lettuce and the bag of cookies but no sandwiches.” My
heart sunk. Big ‘oops’ moment in my mind but they
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took it with a good chuckle and then checked out the
appetizer table in the dining room. Appetizers never
tasted so good to them the whole week I am sure!

Well, we survived seeding, cooking at a fishing camp
and spraying. I am not even remotely thinking about
harvest, although the weird looking little wheeled cart
with a hunk of wood across the top of it still sits in my
kitchen loaded with “to-go” bowls and plates for the
field and slow cookers across the top. Presumably my
mind is saying, ‘never mind the cluttered look of this
temporary kitchen addition, just leave it there until
harvest is over.’

Remember earlier how I said I wasn’t OCD about
much, other than the lawn/yard? Well, there is one
other area that I am a bit obsessed with, although to
be totally fair, time doesn’t always allow me to keep
up with it to the standards I try to set for myself. It is
the vehicle interiors. Particularly my car and my truck.
The farm trucks are technically not part of my consid-
eration, though I do give the main farm half ton a good
clean inside the cab on the last day (or day after) of
harvest. I have nearly every cleaning product there is
available for cleaning vehicle interiors, plus I have a
tool kit full of brushes, cloths, steam cleaner, lint roll-
ers and so on. What I hate though is rolling that great
big old shop vac out every time I clean (and that is
sometimes a lot).

On Father’s Day, hubby, wonderful fellow that he
is, made us a yummy breakfast before he headed off
to work at the farm! And I took him out for supper
though I did use the cash he had in his wallet to pay
for it. But before you think I don’t ever think of him as
I'should, I have to tell you about his Father’s Day gift.
I was at the Coop Hardware store to buy a couple of
pieces of 1x4 for a project I had in mind when I saw a
DeWalt corded/ cordless shop vac the size of a hand-
held tool box. I was intrigued. Not only was it $11 less
than Amazon’s price, it would be perfect for hubby
and for only $197.00! Imagine cleaning the combine
with that little unit — no cords required!

And so, on a whim, I grabbed it, took it to the til,
almost reverberating with excitement over this most
wonderful gift for my hubby. And then, when the
young gentlemen rung the item through the til, he said
it was $147 and I told him there must be something
wrong, the price should be $197. And so he said, “You
grabbed it off the 25% table,” at which time I looked
back and noticed the big sign that said, “25% OFF ALL
ITEMS ON THIS TABLE.” Imagine me missing that
little tidbit of information. I couldn’t wait until the
following day to present my gift to hubby, mainly be-
cause I wanted him to open it so I could use it that very
day. And use it I did. And oh wow, that is the handiest
thing since sliced bread, so there you go — if you are
looking for the perfect gift for yourself, pardon me, for
your partner, it's got to be one of these DeWalt shop
vacs. And no I don’t sideline for DeWalt, so this is just
my honest opinion.

So impressed was I that I went back later that day
and bought the other one for my son. I charged it to his
farm account, took it to him and said, “Happy Father’s
Day, Son, keep your eye on your Co-op bill come the
end of the month.” He figures with auto steer, he’ll
have lots of time to keep the cab clean all harvest
long! So, there you go, gift ideas are the bonus to this
month’s column.

Happy summer season to all our farmers and
friends. We'll see you back here next month. Stay safe
and keep the hip waders and mosquito repellent at the
ready!!

i v o

EXPERIENCE THE COUNTRY CLIPPER DIFFERENCE!

A.E CHICOINE FARM EQUIPMENT LTD.

hoaks, SK ¢ 306-449-2255
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From left to right: Ray Kyle riding
King riding Zanatar, and Shoni King on Bill. They are pictured in front of the original hitching post
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Kyle on Casper, Kip

by the Prairie Memories Museum in Fillmore.

Going back in time with a Prairie Pony Express

BY STEPHANIE ZOER

In 1890 a Pony Express was formed to
deliver mail from Missouri to California.
Horses and riders would speed from one
spot to the next and hand off the mail
bag for the next rider to continue with.
There were strict rules in those days. No
liquor could be consumed while riding
and they had to wear a red shirt and blue
pants. This form of mail delivery took 10
days and is usually done with 11 riders.
This mail route lasted for 18 months. A
year later the telegraph took its place.

At the Kyle residence in Fillmore,
Codee Kyle home schools her children.
At the beginning of the school year in
2025, Kipton, the middle child, wanted to
do a project on cowboys and their history
and began to do research. During this
time Kyle started seeing posts on Face-
book about Pony Expresses being done
in the United States. This intrigued Kip-
ton, Tanner, and Macee to look further
into this adventure.

They began to collect information
about the rides and thought it would be
nice to do a ride that would take them to
Fillmore. The Kyle family lives south of
Tyvan on a smail ranch and her husband
Ray rides for a local community pasture.
They would need to contact the munici-
palities, Ministry of Highways, and be-
gin organizing letters to send out.

Their plan was to ride along Highway
33 from Francis to Fillmore, making mul-
tiple stops along the way, so they could
switch riders and hand over the mail bag,
just as it was done in the past.

Kyle said it was a big learning experi-
ence, not only for the kids but for herself
and it was more than they had anticipat-
ed. They needed permission from three

communities, four community halls or
rinks, three rural municipalities, and the
Saskatchewan Ministry of Highways.

It was an exciting moment when they
received the permission from all of
them and the wheels—or should we say
hooves—started rolling. Word was sent
out on the need for riders to take part in
the event that was held on June 6. Kyle
said the ride was going to take place, rain
or shine. The only thing that was going to
stop it was lightning or a tornado.

The morning of the ride, the skies
opened up and the rain came down. It
was delayed for 45 minutes, and the first
rider hit the road with the mail bag that
Ray Kyle had made. This mail bag held
150 letters. Tammy King was the volun-
teer first responder, and her two daugh-
ters, Shoni and Shayda King, were part
of the ride.

As the ride came close to Fillmore, the
riders all joined and rode into town, go-
ing to the original hitching post at the
Prairie Memories Museum. They made
a stop at the Fillmore Care Home were
130 letters were dropped off, much to the
enjoyment of the residents.

The ride took six hours over 45 kilo-
metres, which included the 10 stops that
they made.

“The riders were awesome and the
horses did great,” said Kyle. “Traffic on
the highway was super courteous and
spectators along the trail were so wel-
coming. So many people were involved
to make this a success.”

They ended at the Fillmore rink, which
was opened with a canteen for anyone
wanting to come and check out the his-
torical display that was made. “It was
such successful day,” Kyle said.

o3 = -
ton Kyle on Ricky, Shayda
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Kipton Kyle started the jbumey on hié horse
Ricky for the Prairie Pony Express.

Above: Macee Kyle rode Casper to the Well Road Station during
the Prairie Pony Express.

Below, left: At the Top-Notch Station, Team Klein was there to
greet the riders with Buck and Beauty harnessed to the sled.

Below: From left to right, Shoni King riding Bunny delivered letters
to Cutter, Conrad, and Colt Buckingham at the Tyvan Station.

Codee Kyle photos
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The Canada-United
States-Mexico Agreement
(CUSMA) is currently
being reviewed, with its
future hanging in the
balance. Related uncer-
tainties, compounded by
earlier tariffs imposed
by the U.S., have already
hurt Canada’s economy,
as evidenced by delayed
investment and weak hir-
ing by firms. In this Eco-
nomic and Financial Mar-
ket Update, we look at
possible CUSMA scenar-
ios and what those could
mean for the economy
going forward, includ-
ing the Bank of Canada’s
policy rate.

U.S. tariffs are
hammering the
Canadian economy
Statistics Canada
cently estimated

re-
that

about 16% of Canada’s
GDP and 12% of jobs de-
pend on the production
of exports destined for
the US. So, trade nego-
tiators know very well
what's at stake as they

Ry
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What happens to Canada if
CUSMA is not renewed?

attempt to strike a deal to
renew the Canada-United
States-Mexico Agreement
(CUSMA).

In fact, we already got
a taste of what life could
be without protections

Figure 1: Economy has slowed markedly since U.5. tariffs were imposed

Canadian GDP, guarter-over-guarter % annualized change

4.0
3.5
3.0
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2.0
1.5
1.0
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U.5. hits Canada
with tariffs

19

afforded by CUSMA. Ex-
porters of autos and parts,
steel, copper and alumi-
num products are still
struggling to deal with
sectoral tariffs imposed
a little more than a year

0.0
-0.5
-1.0
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Sources: Statistics Canada, FOC Economics
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has also stagnated.

It's too early to say
if the C.D. Howe Insti-
tute, the arbiter of busi-
ness cycles in Canada,
will refer to this current
rough patch as “reces-
sion”, whenever it makes
its pronouncement. But
semantics aside, there’s
little debate that this is a
significant slowdown.

While growth likely
bounced back in Q2
(based on the GDP in-
crease reported by Statis-
tics Canada for April), it's
unclear if that rebound
can be sustained in the
second half of 2026. For

ago by the White House
by virtue of Section 232
of the U.S. Trade Expan-
sion Act of 1962. That,
coupled with confusion
about CUSMA compli-
ance, has caused exports
of non-energy goods and
overall business invest-
ment to decline. Those
challenges contributed to
the contraction of Cana-
da’s real GDP in three of
four quarters since U.S.
tariffs were imposed (Fig-

instance, consumers, re-
strained by a weak labour
market and the resulting
softness in real dispos-
able incomes, continued
to tap savings to maintain
their lifestyles, with the
savings rate falling again
in Q1 to 3.5%, the lowest
in two years. That can’t
be sustainable, especially
if employment prospects
do not improve.

Continued on page C13 =

ure 1), while employment
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Expert Advice,
Extraordinary Service
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up legacy Outback Guidance or legacy competitive auto
steer systems and receive $1400 credit towards new system
as well as free extended warranty and
Atlas correction service.

® Save $500 off Agrimatics Libra Cart
systems until July 31st.

® Save 10% off all Bushel Plus
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System and Bushel Plus Mini
Combine). Sale ends July 31st.
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Grade Beams

We wire for Satellite TV,
High Definition TV, Home Theatre,
In-Ceiling Audio and Surveillance Systems!

CALL WAYNE OR JOHN AT

Glasser’s TV Service
MOOSOMIN, SK * 306-435-3040
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306.434.9001
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BORDERLAND CO-OP
HOME CENTRE

1100 PARK AVE. sMOOSOMIN « (306) 435-2642

HOME CENTRE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m
Sund 9:00
ALL YOUR HOME DECORAT

* GARAGE & HOUSE PACKAGES
+ LAWN & GARDEN
* PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES
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CONCRETE (2008) LTD.
FREE QUOTES
ICF FORMING (STYROFOAM)
TREVOR TOPINKA
1-306-435-3860 ¢ 1-800-300-7776
Cell: 1-306-434-7184
Cook Road * Moosomin, SK ¢ SOG 3NO
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Supply & Install Residential Windows & Doors

- FREE ESTIMATES -

Call Brad Cole today! 204.512.3777
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9 SAME QUALITY " (¥)) Huron

Lepine’s Roofing
Fiberglass Shingling
Shakes & Cedar Roofing
Call Ron at 306-435-9714
Moosomin, SK
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Professional
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GENERAL CONTRACTING
CARLYLE, SK

Residential &
Commercial Construction
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Type: Bungalow
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Walk-Out
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Carage: 2 Car

Bedrooms: 3
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House Width: 79’
House Depth: 53
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I SOUTH PRAIRIE

DESIGN

House Plan provided by
South Prairie Design
www.southprairiedesign.com

FlatLand

Plumbing & Heating

SaskEnergy
/ Network Member LENNOX)

712 Lalonde St.,
Whitewood, SK

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Shop: (306) 735-4328
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Lee’s Carpet Warehouse
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e of Benjamin
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« KitchenCraft kitchens
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Why your farm background is
|mportant to your business plan

BYTREVOR BACQUE AND REBECCA HANNAM

A business plan is a crucial document for any company, including farms. It acts
as a roadmap that explains who you are, how your farm operates and your fi-
nances.

One section, the company background and history, is part of introducing a solid
business plan, but farm business owners often overlook it.

Taking time to write out this information may seem less valuable than setting
goals or calculating financial data; however, it’s a critical component of the docu-
ment. That’s because some people reading your plan—such as lenders, investors
or strategic partners - may not be familiar with you or your farm business. Don’t
discount the deep history of your family’s farm, says Nicholas Clermont of Soma-
Detect.

“This area adds a lot of credibility to a farm in general,” Clermont says. “Many
farms date back multiple generations, and the people know how to run a success-
ful business. It alleviates a level of risk to potential partners as they see you suc-
cessfully navigate the challenges of operating a farm.”

Continued on page C14 v=

~ACANDIAC

LIVESTOCE MAREET
NEW OWNERSHIP
Highway 48 e Candiac, Saskatchewan
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JUNE

29  Monday Candiac 4H Beef Club Show & Sale
9 a.m. SHOW « 5 p.m. SUPPER and SALE to follow

JULY

4 Saturday Horse/Tack Sale 11 am.
10  Friday Regular Cattle Sale 10 a.m.

Friday, Custom

July

wan'2pm Appreciation avies

WE PURCHASE:
OATS « BARLEY * WHEAT « FLAX
Grain Millers is a privately held, family-owned company. We depend
on direct farmer rzlarions)i\ips and ofF)(ler farm gate Srici)r,@ and czn— AUGUST
tracted grower production. Our Crop Science Team is here to help 1 Saturday  Horse/Tack Sale 11Tam.
you with any agronomy questions you may have so you can get the 18  Tuesday Sheep/Goat Sale 11am.
best return on your production. 28  Friday Regular Cattle Sale 10 a.m.

When you sell to Grain Millers, your grain is going directly into some CANDIAC LIVESTOCK MARKET

of the most technologically advanced mills in the world! KODY Market Manager

IT’S MORE THAN PROCESSING. 306'605'1122 OFFICE 306'4:24:'2967

: U8 EIL 70k ot candiaclivestockmarket.com
GRAIN MILLERS grainmillers.com » 306.786.4682 CALL OR TEXT TO GET YOUR LIVESTOCK BOOKED IN

LAWRENCE HEIN 306-434-6485

ﬂ www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

Full Exterior Renos Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

Full Interior Renos Kitchen Back Splashes

o R Too SMALL Custom Decks Basement Development

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED Drywall Painting Custom Showers
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Home Maintenance AND MUCH MORE!

& Surrounding Areas! Siding, Soffit & Fascia

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life
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What happens to Canada if CUSMA is not renewed?

w Continued from page C9 tariffs on some sectors, and a requirement that the three trade partners meet every year
The stagnation of overall investment is also unlikely to end considering contin-  to resolve grievances.

ued trade-related uncertainties and persistently weak business confidence (Figure While better than outright termination of CUSMA, this “In the middle” scenario is still

2). The economic outlook is further muddied by ongoing CUSMA negotiations. fraught with challenges for Canada not only due do the continued drag of U.S. tariffs on

some sectors, but more notably because annual reviews would create uncertainties for

Figure 2: Optimism is ively low ing to Survey of Business Conditions businesses and potentially curtail long-term investments. Indeed, without guarantees

that American tariffs won’t change for the worse in the future, exporters eyeing the vast
U.S. market may be reluctant to build new production facilities in Canada.
Share of businesses surveyed that felt optimistic about the next 12 manths,
74 4-quarter average (%) Continued on page C15+=
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Sources: Statistics Canada, FCC Economics

CUSMA hangs in the balance
Indeed, the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement, which came into effect on July

1, 2020, included a 16-year “sunset clause”, meaning the trade deal will expire in 2036 \ [Burrangeldaywilllincludelprecisionlrimfirelshooting]
unless the three countries agree to extend it after a joint review every six years. We're fatldistancesibetween} esweles

now at that six-year mark, which explains why markets as well as businesses and house- » [precisionfcentrefirelshootingloutiiot300lyandss
holds across North America are holding their breath. :

An extension of the agreement for another 16 years (to 2042) and removal of tariffs,
are ideal from an economic standpoint because that would provide clarity to businesses
and governments, facilitating planning and the deployment of capital. But considering

;l;eé baapl;piﬁrt;notfﬁ;itzr;?gliis;igg?t of this White House, we believe this scenario has a low S atu rd ay, J u Iy 1 1 b 20 26

Another low probability scenario in our view is the outright termination of the agree-

ment by at least one of the three countries (presumably the U.S.), with a six-month no- Store open gam - 4pm

tice. Given how integrated supply chains are in North America, this scenario would un-

leash unprecedented economic disruptions, which U.S. politicians will be keen to avoid

ahead of November’s mid-term elections. Ra n g e o pe n 1 Oa m = 3p m
We believe the most likely outcome is something in the middle of the two above-men-

tioned scenarios. One example of that could be the refusal by the U.S. to agree to a clean Ti Cket Sales Stop at 2pm
extension of CUSMA, which would trigger mandatory annual reviews, while keeping .
some tariffs in place e.g., the above-mentioned Section 232 sectoral tariffs. This would /

mean CUSMA remains in effect under the original 16-year term (expiring in 2036), with ’

It promises to be a fun experience

for the whole family!

Table 1: What options do trade negotiators have?

Scenarios Probability Qutcome

CUSMA is renewed, tariffs Low GDP boost

WHLVERINE"

CUSMA is terminated Low Economic downturn S u p F’ I_ I E 5
Virden, MB

“In the middle” scenario High Uncertainties persist, leading to slow GDP #1 River Valley Road NOI’th

le g- 1'3;ﬁ5 + annual CUSMA growth sales@wolverinesupplies.com // 204-748-2454 // www.wolverinesupplies.com

reviews

Sowrce: FCC Econamics

SEED FOLIAR
Health Dressing Fertilizer

Maximize fertilizer efficiency Enhance germination, Correct nutrient deficiencies,
Reduce soil compaction vigour and early growth fight stresses and increase yield

Nutrition For Every Stage
CROP AID

NUTRITION

cropaidnutrition.com | 1-866-249-0666
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Why your farm background is

important to your business

= Continued from page C12
Why telling your story matters

Count on the reader of your business
plan to know nothing about your farm,
so it makes sense to explain the origin.

Your farm history can go a long way in
illuminating values, character and com-
mitment.

The farm’s history, along with your
personal experience and qualifications,
strengthens the other components of the
business plan, including the sales and
marketing of your products or services.
Clermont encourages owners to include
their management capabilities and perti-
nent training or education. Consider the
story of the farm business to be like a re-
sume, and an excellent way to highlight
your values, character and commitment
to the farm.

This is your opportunity to create that
narrative and direct the reader to your
motivations and intentions, Clermont
adds.

What to include
To begin writing your company back-
ground and history, consider these steps.

1. Dig into your roots and provide a
brief historical timeline

Where and when was the farm found-
ed? When were major assets acquired?
If you're not the company’s founder, in-
dicate when the transition of ownership
and management took place.

2. Outline the business ventures that
worked out and those that did not

Briefly explain why major farm busi-
ness decisions were made and what
the outcomes were. What are your key
achievements? What has changed since
you started? Are there key values you
wish to retain?

Clermont is a firm advocate for trans-
parency and says that adding such de-
tails only strengthens the case for gain-
ing a partner.

“The ones that are very vocal and
clear about what they want to achieve
and how to do it are the most success-
ful,” Clermont says. “The ones with hid-
den expectations or agendas are where
it becomes difficult. If everyone knows

Thank you to all of
our hardworking
farmers, ranchers

and agri-businesses!

Daryl Harrison
MLA for Cannington

where we are going, then everybody
around that farm can give those recom-
mendations to help achieve the goals.”

3. Describe your current business

How does your farm fit within the cur-
rent market? What are your farm’s cur-
rent major initiatives? What solutions do
you provide to your customers? What
significant changes could impact the op-
eration?

Clermont explains that talking about
these ideas shows a level of market un-
derstanding. It demonstrates proactive
steps to plan for a successful farm future,
while also acknowledging that any good

plan

business plan will be adjusted over time.

When creating a business plan, not
all questions may be just the right fit for
your farm and your situation. Choose
the questions that best tell your farm
story and answer the ones that draw the
picture you want your readers to see, ad-
vises Clermont.

Bottom line

Your business plan is where you secure
critical partnerships. Don’t overlook the
power of injecting history, successes,
failures and future goals into the plan to
showecase your future-focused mindset.

ELECTRICIAN

September 2026 | Estevan
January 2027 | Whitewood

3 Months on Us!

Finance a new camper, boat, vehicle, or trip, and you
could get up to three months of payments covered.

Connect with a Sunrise lender to enter.

*Some conditions apply. Three (3) winners will be selected, one (1) per
Sunrise district. Each winner will receive either three (3) months of pay-
ments or up to $3,000 in payments, whichever is less. Winner financ-
ing must be approved to qualify. Deadline to qualify July 31, 2026. See

branch for details.

£ QORinll ]

sunrisecu.mb.ca

‘]"'

Y
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SUNRISE

CREDIT UNION
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Figure 3: Core inflation rates are at a 5-year low

I %
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Souwrce: Statistics Canada, FCC Economics

Average of Bank of Canada's
core inflation measures

Inflation excluding
food and energy
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Summary of forecasts of key economic variables
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2025 | 2026
a1l Q2 03 Q4| Q1 Qzf Q3f
GDP growth, gquarter-over-guarter % change, annualized

Canads 29 A0 18 4p| .01 26 28

us. 06 38 44 05| 16 24 139
Inflation, year-over-year % change, quarterly averages

Canads Foad TP} 13 34 35 46| BB 32 24

Canada (Total CP1} 23 18
US. (Total CPY} 27 I8
Key policy rate, %, end of period
Bank of Canada overnight rate 275 276 260 226 226 275 235
U5 Fed federal funds rate 450 480 425 375|375 375 375
Government of Canada key bond rates, %, end of period

20 22| 22 30 30
28 27| 27 39 37

2opear 246 28% 247 256B| 282 2185 281
Gyear 281 283 27 295 308 314 310
10y 2897 328 317 34%) 346 349 348
Exchange rate, end of period
T USD per CAD 070 073 072 073 072 073 072
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What happens to Canada if
CUSMA is not renewed?

v Continued from page C13

Outcome of CUSMA neg
interest rates

The Bank of Canada knows it cannot influence those
trade dynamics and the resulting structural changes to
the economy. But it can certainly use monetary policy to
smooth out economic cycles, while aiming for stable in-
flation. The central bank recently hinted at how it could
react to an unfavourable outcome on CUSMA: “If the
United States imposes significant new trade restrictions
on Canada, we may need to cut the policy rate further to
support economic growth.”

But absent an escalation of U.S. trade restrictions, the
likelihood of a reduction of the overnight rate this year by
the central bank seems to be quite low. In fact, the Over-
night Index Swap market is pricing in some probability
of an interest rate increase by the Bank of Canada later
this year.

And that's because of the energy shock stemming
from the U.S. war in the Middle East, and related surge
in prices of gasoline and fuel oil. The headline inflation
rate has indeed climbed by a full percentage point since
February’s cycle trough to reach a two-year high of 2.8%
in April. And the central bank has warned that it could
tighten monetary policy to quell inflationary pressures,
which may well have swayed market expectations.

could i

Economic slack is keeping underlying price pres-
sures under control

But we remain skeptical about the need to raise the
overnight rate this year. Economic slack, or excess supply,
has developed after several quarters of weak growth, and
we think that will help keep Canadian inflation manage-
able. True, the annual inflation rate will continue to rise
in coming months because of the energy shock, but we
expect it to stabilize and remain below 4% through the
second half of the year, before dropping off in 2027 (see
Summary of forecasts of key economic variables, at the
end of this report).

The Bank of Canada is well aware of how headline in-
flation can be temporarily skewed by energy, and that’s
why it tends to also look at “core” measures of inflation,
which exclude volatile items. Those measures offer a
more accurate picture of underlying price pressures in
the economy.

Turns out that those underlying price pressures are
well contained. In April, the major measures of core infla-
tion fell to a five-year low (Figure 3). Note this isn't only
due to year-over-year comparisons, because more recent
trends in core prices have also been very mild e.g., the
three-month annualized rate of the CPI excluding food
and energy was a meagre 0.3% in April, the lowest in
almost six years. Those low numbers for core inflation
should not surprise anybody considering the above-men-
tioned excess supply situation prevailing in Canada.

Simply put, ample economic slack buys the Bank of
Canada some time, which it will welcome as it assesses
the impacts on the economy of the energy shock and on-
going CUSMA negotiations. As such, assuming inflation
expectations stay anchored, we continue to expect the
central bank to remain in pause mode i.e., keep its over-
night rate at 2.25% througﬁ)the rest of the year.

That means yield disadvantage with the U.S. - the BoC
policy rate is currently about 150 basis points below the
Fed policy rate - will remain wide and incentivize the
flow of capital towards the U.S., restraining the Canadian
dollar in tﬁe process. So, the loonie should continue trad-
ing in the 72-74 U.S. cents range for the rest of the year,
alt%lough we acknowledge that bouts of volatility could
temporarily take the currency outside of that range.

Canadian bond yields may come down a bit as markets
pare back expectations of hikes to the overnight rate but
are likely to remain elevated due to ongoing concerns in
the Treasury market (which influences Canadian bond
yields) about U.S. inflation and public finances stateside.

Those elevated long yields will continue to exert pressure
on borrowers, especially the hundreds of thousands of
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Canadian farm equipment manufacturers are powering an $10B industry—but the shop-floor metric that matters most is slipping.

Productivity growth has stagnated in
Canadian agriculture equipment manufacturing

BY BETHANY LipkA, FCC BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE ANALYST

Canadian farm equipment manufacturers are powering an $10B industry—but
the shop-floor metric that matters most is slipping. Between 2015 and 2021, labour
productivity rose just 11%, and the broader trend is downward. With tariffs, tight
farm margins, and a heavy reliance on the U.S. market, standing still is quickly
becoming a competitive risk.

Canadian farm equipment manufacturers are essential to supporting the food
value chain and Canada’s competitiveness in global markets by producing ma-
chinery tailored to Canada’s unique growing conditions. Despite global consoli-
dation, Canadian manufacturers have stayed successful by being adaptable and
focusing on niche, “shortline” products (ones that attach to tractors and other ma-
chinery). Recent innovations — such as autonomous platforms, precision seeding,
and advanced seeders and sprayers — highlight the strong partnership between
manufacturers and producers, where challenges on the farm and in the fields trans-
late into solutions in the factory. In this post, we examine productivity growth in
Canadian agricultural equipment manufacturing sector and assess the importance
to Canada’s economy.

Output per worker is stuck in neutral

In recent years, labour productivity growth in Canadian farm equipment manu-
facturing has been largely stagnant. Between 2015 and 2021 (the most recent time
period available for analysis), labour productivity in agricultural equipment man-
ufacturing grew by only 11%, due to a slight bump in 2021 (see Figure 1). Im-
portantly, the general labour productivity trend of the sector has been declining.
Comparably, food manufacturing labour productivity grew by close to 30% over
the same period.

What are the challenges to labour productivity growth?
Today, this critical sector faces growing challenges influencing production costs as
well as producer demand:

* Rising input costs are placing pressure on margins, particularly following
sharp increases in steel and aluminum tariffs in 2025.

* Declining consumer confidence, due to softening farm income and general
market uncertainty, resulting in delayed or forgone equipment purchases. For the
past several years, declining crop prices and rising operating costs — combined with
high equipment prices — have resulted in reduced farm equipment sales.

* Market concentration adds an additional layer of risk — approximately 80% of
Canada’s farm equipment exports were destined for the United States as of 2025
(see Figure 2), reflecting a deeply integrated North American supply chain. This
leaves Canadian manufacturers highly exposed to changes in U.S. demand, trade
policy, and economic conditions. Recent tariff disputes underscore the vulnerability
that comes with heavy reliance on a single export market.

¢ Labour availability is constantly challenging rural businesses seeking to fill

highly skilled job vacancies. Contintied from page C17 =

Figure 1: Labour productivity in Canadian agricultural equipment manufacturing - 2015 to 2021
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Addressing this trend is essential to maintaining equipment manufacturers long-term

competitiveness domestically and in global export markets.

Figure 2: Canadian farm equipment exports to the U.S. and other countries - 2015 to 2025
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Productivity growth has stagnated in
Canadian agriculture equipment manufacturing

= Continued from page C16

As Al and automation drive increasingly advanced
farm equipment, manufacturers must remain agile by
investing in automated, software-enabled technologies.
However, these investments often limit funds for im-
proving overall 1I..?roductlon efficiency. The shift toward
sophisticated technology is increasing demand for highly
skilled labour, at a time when chronic labour shortages
in Canadian manufacturing are ongoing. Meeting tiis
growing demand is especially challenging for often small,
rural farm equipment manufacturers that struggle with
smaller labour pools. Product development now centers
on computer programs and virtual modeling, resulting in
less direct farmer involvement — a factor previously key
to the Canadian shortline industry’s success. With over
80% of Canadian ag tech organizations based in urban
areas, product development is evolving quickly but be-
coming more disconnected from the farm. There is also
the challenge of compatibility when integrating shortline
software with that of major equipment manufacturers.

Evolving legislation around the right to repair and
copyright adds further complexity for manufacturers,
and raises important questions about the future of Ca-
nadian innovation in the agricultural industry and its
relevance to farmers. How can manufacturers design
equipment that encourages safe, legally permissible cus-
tomization by farmers without compromising intellec-
tual property or warranties?

What's at stake?

Sustainable productivity growth in Canadian farm
equipment manufacturing is essential for the industry’s
long-term Eroﬂtability and for the broader Canadian
economy. The sector has a significant economic presence.
In 2025, it generated approximately $10.3 billion in sales,
contributed $3.9 billion to GDP and exported roughly
$2.7 billion in agncult-ural equipment to over 150 coun-
tries. When accounting for spillover effects into other
industries across the Canadian economy, the GDP im-
pact of the sector more than doubles, to $8.4 billion. The

Figure 3: Economic impact of Canadian farm equipment manufacturing sector in 2025

$3.9 billion in value added to

national GDP

$2.7 billion in exports to
148 countries

$2.5 billion in labour income
supporting close to 25,000 jobs

Sources: Association of Egu nt Manufacturers,

Trade data

industry employs close to 25,000 Canadians, mainly in
rural areas, with many manufacturers based in commu-
nities of fewer than 10,000 residents. The innovation and
success of these manufacturers is therefore closely tied to
rural prosperity.

How can we move forward?

Despite present challenges, the outlook for Canada’s
farm equipment industry remains bright. Canada’s farm
equipment industry has a long tradition of problem-solv-

ing, and the sector is built on innovative companies with
a proven ability to adapt.

Recognizing today’s pressures is the first step toward
addressing them. With the right mix of policy support,
skills development, and investment, the industry can con-
tinue to drive productivity and rural prosperity. In part 2,
we will explore practical strategies to strengthen produc-
tivity and innovation in Canadian agriculture equipment
manufacturing, and examine what comes next for this
critical part of Canada’s agriculture economy.
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Seeding mostly wrapped

Most producers in Southeast Saskatchewan have large-
ly wrapped up seeding within the region and are at 99
per cent completion. Overall, producers are reporting
good moisture conditions with the rainfall received in the
region this past week. However, the persistence of cool
and cloudy conditions and excess moisture in some areas
have slowed crop development and in-crop spraying ac-
tivities. Producers will belilopmg for some warm weather
over the coming week to continue with in-crop spraying
and to help crop development.

The Weyburn area received the highest rainfall amount
with 54 millimetres (mm), followed by the Indian Head
area with 51 mm and the Francis area 49 mm. Topsoil
moisture conditions are mostly rated as adequate in the
region with some areas reporting surplus.

Cropland topsoil moisture is:

-25 per cent surplus;

-69 per cent adequate;

-5 per cent short; and

-1 per cent very short.

Hayland topsoil moisture is:

-14 per cent surplus;

-69 per cent adequate;

-14 per cent short; and

-3 per cent very short.

Estevan Rotary
Beef--Auctlon-

[Auly .
1 ve:=Auct|on‘Start|ng [at 6pm
atithelEstevan|Exhibition[Grounds

Timed oniine FARM EQUIPMENT
[RadvilleYSki AUCTION

Harold Olson Ro@OIson -
Don Olson (Olson Brothers)

Opens July 19, 2026 @Bam

Closes July 23, 2026 @10am
Bid Online: mackauctioncompany.com

TIMED ONLINE
FARM EQUIPMENT

Greg & Fern Du

o Estavan, SK.
: July 26, 2026 @ 8:00 AM
Closes: July 30, 2026 @ 10:00 AM

Ope

pdonine:mackauctioncompany.com

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

Pasture topsoil moisture is:

-13 per cent surplus;

-71 per cent adequate;

-12 per cent short; and

-4 per cent very short.

Despite cool weather conditions slowing crop develop-
ment, the majority of the crops in the region are mostly
rated as normal in their development stages, with oilseed
crops the furthest behind their normal development stage
for this time of year.

Crop development for this time of year in the region is
rated as follows:

-1 per cent of fall cereals are reEorted as ahead, 80 per
cent as normal and 19 per cent behind.

-3 per cent of spring cereals are reﬁorted as ahead, 72
per cent as normal and 25 per cent behind.

-2 per cent of oilseeds are reported as ahead, 65 per cent
as normal and 33 per cent behind.

-4 per cent of pulse crops are reported as ahead, 82 per
cent as normal and 14 per cent behind.

-1 per cent of perennial forages are reported as ahead,
78 per cent as normal and 21 per cent behind.

-85 per cent of annual forages are reported as normal
and 15 per cent behind.

A total of 3 per cent of the land that would normally be

Monday, June 29, 2026

up in the Southeast

seeded did not get seeded this spring in the region due
to excess moisture. Of the seeded land this spring, pro-
ducers indicate that 4 per cent has excess moisture and is
unlikely to produce a crop. Similarly, 4 per cent of forage
crops are reported to have excess moisture and are un-
likely to produce a crop, while 2 per cent of pastureland is
not accessible or is not usable.

Areas within the region that are experiencing reduced
moisture have expressed that 10 per cent of the land seed-
ed this spring is struggling due to lack of moisture. 20 per
cent of forage crops may ﬁave their yield significantly af-
fected and 26 per cent of pastures may have their carrying
capacity reduced.

Most livestock water supplies are considered to be ad-
equate for the region. While no moderate shortages are
reported, 5 per cent of livestock water sources may be
short within the next two months while 95 per cent are
not expected to be short. A total of 95 per cent of livestock
producers in the region are not concerned about water
quality while only 5 per cent of producers have water
quality concerns.

Moderate to severe damage to crops was reported from
excess moisture, wind and gophers. Hail also caused mi-
nor damage in some areas in the region, with minor to
moderate reported damage from flea beetle pressure.
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Souris River

Watershed District

“This is a reflective article by Gary Davis about the May 13-15, 2026 ‘Storm of the Century’ and its impact on prairie soils,
erosion, and watershed health. It connects that storm to the broader mandate of watershed districts, emphasizing soil and water
conservation, the cumulative effects of runoff and erosion, and the role of organizations like SRWD in protecting land, water,
and future generations.”

Throughout human history agriculture has provided the impetus for
increasingly complex urban civilizations. For thousands of years agrarian
societies disseminated throughout the old world and most recently to the
new world, the Americas. While agriculture made civilization possible and
allowed powerful, wealthy empires to develop, invariably, soil erosion result-
ing from that agriculture, like the idiom of the Sword of Damocles, also led to
the decline and collapse of civilizations.

No matter how advanced the agricultural society and its engineering, one
primary flaw has prevailed. When human-derived soil disturbance interacts
with the fundamental principles of the natural world, precipitation, drought,
wind, temperature and gravity, soil erosion occurs. Regardless of how little
or how great, human initiated soil erosion is not sustainable and provides the
single greatest catalyst for desertification.

On the evening of May 13th, 2026, a storm of epic proportions, the most
significant singular event of such magnitude in nearly a century, descended
upon the Northern Great Plains. Impacting the northern States and south-
ern Prairie Provinces, this storm delivered its full force to our very doorstep.
Dry draughty conditions coupled with spring tillage and high wind became
a prescription for a disaster reminiscent of the 1930’s dust bowl era. For 48
hours, buildings were stripped of shingles, transmission lines snapped, trees
toppled, ditches, creeks, culverts and even house rain gutters filled with sand.
Visibility dropped to near zero as the very life and productivity of the prairie
soil, the organic matter, was violently stripped by the wind and elevated
several thousand feet into the atmosphere. Hundreds of thousands of tons of
material formed an airborne cloud so massive in scale it was photographed
from outer space. So dense it obscured the sun and the resulting pall created
an artificial twilight reminiscent of a solar eclipse. For the duration of the
storm there was little anyone could do but listen and watch as our grandchil-
dren’s future fled past our windows at speeds approaching 120 km per hour.
Never in my lifetime did I expect to witness the spectacle so vividly recalled
by my parents and grandparents from nearly a century earlier.

The shingles will be replaced, the transmission lines restored, trees planted,
creeks, ditches and culverts cleared of silt. The real tragedy however was the
loss of the last vestiges of life from this ancient prairie soil, the organic matter,
gone in that instant. Its loss will remain a dark mark upon our legacy forever.
That loss is permanent as is the cost of that loss to be borne by mother earth,
all of society and ultimately future generations from that moment forward,
forever.

In the hours, days and now weeks that have followed, I have waited for
some official comment; from anyone. What happened? Why? What was the
result; the damage? With very few exceptions, there has been only silence. As
though this catastrophe never actually happened. No comment from any lev-
el of government or their departments, nor non-government organizations,
nor academia, no one.

In the wake of such an overwhelming and momentous event, the silence
is almost understandable. What can be said? It's now in the past, what can
be done? What can a group such as ours ever hope to accomplish in the face
of an almost indescribable situation? In the sadness, almost panic of the
moment, it would appear to be easier to throw up our hands and ask, what's
the point?

And then, I realized there actually has been a comment after all. Loud and
clear. It has arrived from a most unlikely source, one I hadn’t even consid-
ered, albeit in a different language but a language we here are all familiar with

and understand as well as anyone. The comment I was looking for had in
essence been provided by the victim, mother earth herself. In the hours, days
and weeks that have followed this monster into history, there has been a host
of much smaller geographically, but no less catastrophic, events of a more
localized watershed scale. These smaller events happen regularly, constantly
but involve the exact same interactions between humans and the processes
of nature. Day in and day out, 365 days a year. Streams running chocolate
brown in summer, sand and top soil covering snow filled ditches in the dead
of winter. And, this has gone on for the past century and more. What has
been the cumulative effect of all these individual events, some so small they
go unnoticed, others requiring provincial disaster assistance and of course
everything in between. The impact of these events we can and do occasion-
ally measure, like the torrential rainfalls recently in the Swan River Valley
and elsewhere across the province. In the aftermath of these smaller events,
questions loom. What's the resiliency of our watershed? Are we prepared

for a Swan River Valley should it happen here? Even half that much? What
would be the state of our public infrastructure and private property from out
of control runoff and overland flooding?

But, the real question is, what’s the cumulative effect of all of these events
annually and for the past century, or more? I have no doubt the answer to
this question would make the May 2026 Storm of the Century pale by com-
parison. And therein lies the mandate, the role, for a watershed organization
such as this.

The Vision and Mandate handed to us by the founders and pioneers of this
movement some 70 years ago was the brain trust of people like Ted Poyser
and Sid Ransom and a host of others that led to Provincial legislation creat-
ing Conservation Districts and the Watershed Districts of today. Legislation
for these organizations was written to specifically conserve, preserve, restore
and make sustainable Manitoba’s base natural resources, namely soil and
water and their associated resources. Watershed Districts today and their pre-
decessors, the Conservation Districts, have for decades successfully bridged
the gap from the farm gate to the highest levels of government as well as
crown corporations, nongovernment organizations and associations. I know
of no other organization with such a demanding mandate and urgency for
delivery. If we can positively impact even one acre of land or wet land, one
farm family, one endangered plant or animal, it’s incumbent upon us as an
organization to try. Focusing on the positive and supporting the generations
of individuals and families now numerous amongst us seeking sustainability
for themselves and those who follow.

My purpose for this article is two-fold:

1. To affirm for myself the role I can play in observing and working toward
the mandate as defined by the founders of this cause decades ago and to do
my best to meet the official mandate as directed by legislation.

2. To recognize for the historic record via our SRWD Board minutes that
we did indeed make note of the storm of 13th, 14th, 15th of May 2026.

I wish to conclude with the following Quote from the book “Dirt”, a quote
from the FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION of the U.S.

“One man cannot stop the dust from blowing, but
one man can start it”
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