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A beautiful looking field of canola south of Moosomin.
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Crop conditions good in southeast

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JoURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The last few weeks have seen crop conditions hit that
time where plants are tall and proud, and the canola es-
pecially produces those vast seas of intense yellow. After
a soggy spring and sudden blast of heat, producers are
overall pleased with how crops are responding—even
if they’ve endured some hazy weeks due to forest fire
smoke originating hundreds of miles away.

Matthew Struthers, a Cereal Crops Provincial Special-
ist with Saskatchewan Agriculture, says he’s hearing
very positive reports from producers in the southeast.

“Over the last few weeks, reports of the crops look
good, but they certainly could go for a drink—especially
after the last couple of weeks of those really high ex-
treme temperatures,” he said. “Lots of reports are saying
that the crops have caught up; the crops were behind, we
had a really wet spring, and that slowed a lot of things
down, then this blast of heat caused a lot of those crops
to spring up. But that also has the flip side of when it’s
35 degrees for almost two weeks in a row, that’s pretty

hard on those crops as well, especially if the moisture is
limiting in some areas. So we’d really like to see a good
shot of rain here soon.”

Fortunately, soil moisture conditions were able to hold
steady through the heat, bumping up maturity a little
bit.

“It's very good that we had that spring moisture, it got
things off to a really good start, and so hopefully we can
just get a shot of rain here and carry through,” Struthers
said. “I know a lot of crops out in that part of the prov-
ince are flowering or completing their flowering stage,
so that would be very important times.”

It seems like the Moosomin region is in a Goldilocks
zone with drought conditions in the southwest corner
of the province and downright flooding just across the
border in Manitoba.

“Over the last few years, when you compare the south-
east to the southwest, you guys have certainly got a little
bit more moisture,” agreed Struthers. “In the southwest
it's been very dry down there the last few years and this
year looks to be going that same route, unfortunately. So
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hopefully they get the rain they need soon.”

Struthers recounted a recent drive to Swift Current,
and he was amazed to see the stark difference with crop
development in that area.

“It’s very disheartening, especially after a few tough
years, but hopefully they get that moisture and hope-
fully this smoke is able to keep that heat down,” he said.

Another benefit that can be attributed in part to those
cool, wet spring days is that it seemed to impact grass-
hopper populations. Fortunately, the bugs are not strong
swimmers.

“The cool, wet weather we had in the spring is, I think,
just what we needed to drown out those grasshoppers
early on, and that's why we're not seeing such an issue,”
Struthers said. “Of course, there’s probably parts of the
province that are reporting higher amounts of grasshop-
per damage just due to being dry earlier in the spring,
but right now, I'd say it’s a pretty good year for them
compared to last year and the years previous.”

Continued on page B3 v
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LARGE CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
AUCTION FOR BONNEVILLE TRANSPORT LTD
RESTON, MB
This sale will be LIVE IN PERSON

w/online bidding Friday September 6th & Saturday September 7th
to start at 10 am DST

Sale includes: JD 744H wheel loader * Trailers

« JD 772 Road Grader « JD 644K wheel loader « Screener
* Cat D6T dozer * Highway tractors * Crusher,
« JD 210G Track hoe * Tandem gravel trucks « Cat skid steer and so much more

Don’t miss this opportunity to buy some great equipment!
Watch for full listing on Taylor.canbid.com or call 204-522-6396

FARM AUCTION FOR KRIS TIMED ONLINE
OGREYSIK CONSIGNMENT.

LIVE IN'PERSON w/online bidding SALE AT,
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Tuesday August 13" at 11 am DST
Elkhorn, MB AUCTIONS

<UD 4755 W/1760 original hrs Melita; MBESS
= JD 9600 combine 2750 separator hrs Tuesday August 20
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welcomel!
To consign call
204-522-6396

s 28 it Bourgault air seederw

Follow us on Facebook (3
For more info go to taylor.canbid.com
or call us at 204-522-6396
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Crop conditions good in southeast
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He also noted that hay
is also doing quite well
in the southeast, keeping
producers busy with bal-
ing efforts.

“It's going to be inter-
esting, looking at the hay
yields, especially for the
southeast,” Struthers said.
“I'm quite happy with the
feed quality, the hay qual-
ity is coming back very
high—26 per cent is excel-
lent, 66 per cent good, the
rest being fair with eight
per cent. So that’s not bad
for quality and the yields
aren’t bad either. It's re-
ally good to see the yields
come up a little bit, espe-
cially compared to last
year, and I think silage
yields, there’s been some
obviously slow growing
degree days for any of that
corn silage out there. So
those yields likely are go-
ing to be a little bit lower
just because the corn’s just
a little bit behind.”

Smoke has
been a benefit

While all the smoke in the area over the past few weeks
has been bad for people with breathing issues, it has been
an unexpected boon for local crops. Not only has the haze
diffused the harsh sunlight during high-temperature
days, but the low to nil wind conditions have allowed
soil moisture to remain. Many mornings have noted dew
on the ground as well. Still, a little shot of rain would be
more than welcome.

“Crops are looking really good,” said Rylar Hutchin-
son, who farms in the Rocanville area. “This heat has
been nice. If we could get another shot of rain that would
be nice. The canola doesn’t like the heat, but what can
you do!”

He added that the high July temperatures have certain-
ly prompted his crops along.

“The smoky, hazy days have helped a bit with keep-
ing the canola in the flowering stage, so that’s a bonus,”
Hutchinson said. “With the heat we’ve been having, it's
turninithmgb pretty quick. We've been lucky this year,
we've had the rains wqhen we needed them and perfect
amounts too! Things definitely have retained nicely.
With this heat, we hope it doesn’t bring any kind of big
storms!”

Over in the Gerald area, Kevin Hruska agrees, offering
a similar status on what he’s observed.

“Everything looks good It seems like the crops are
hanging on pretty good,” he said. “With this heat, I don’t
know, but the smoke and the humidity kind of mitigat-
ing the negative effects of the temperature and crops
look good. I guess we would take a half inch of rain now.
Would be nice to get a rain to cool things down a little bit,
clear out this smoke, but everything looks promising.”

Up around the Atwater/Stockholm area, conditions
are also consistent, according to Blake Duchek.

“It seems to be carrying the crops through, the smoke is
definitely helping. The crops would be really burning up,
but that smoke helps to take away some of that strength
that the sun has. The ground is dry, though, now—two
inches of light, slow rain would be wonderful now,” he
said. “If we don’t get any in the next two weeks, it might
as well stay away until the end of October. Last year, right
around Atwater here, we only had three inches of rain. I
think our crops should be just as good as last year because
we basically Ead triple the amount of water this year.”

Jeff Warkentin, COO with Hebert Grain Ventures in
Moosomin, noted the heat has brought crops back to
where they ouiht to be in terms of maturity, after the rain
delayed growth a bit.

“I'd say we're on par, I think it's more of a good av-
erage year,” he said. “Obviously, with the heat the last
few weeks, it’s pushed the crop along. As bad as it is for
people’s breathing, the wildfires have kind of shielded
the crops from full-on UV rays. There’s definitely a lot
areas worse off than we are.”

As Warkentin pointed out—and others agree—recent
conditions have brought crops back to normal, and may-
be in some areas a little bit aﬁead of schedule.

“We seeded early, and we got a head start on it. Then it
got cold and rainy, and we lost that advantage,” Hruska
explained. “But now with the warmth, it picked it uj
again, caught it up. So I would say yes, it'll be a touc
earlier.”

Duchek also describes his crops as being about in the
same place as this time last year.

“From the first of July right up to now, the crops have
really been growing, so I think it kind of put us back on a
normal schedule,” he said.

Not out of the woods yet!

The optimism from hot July days may seem intoxicat-
ing, but producers are cautious as they head into the dog
days of summer.

“You can’t count your chickens before they’re hatched,

A flax field in bloom meeting a canola field in bloom.

but thmgs certainly look very promlsmg, Warkentin ad-
vised. “Yield looks good, we’ve seen some slippage in
some of the cereal pricing, so that’s going to affect profit-
ability, but that can change, too, as the drought goes on
out west. It seems to be helping our prices over here.”

Duchek is curious to see }leow the market reacts to cur-
rent conditions, pointing out new crop wheat was down
to $6.60 per bushel, for example, the lowest he’s noticed
in years.

“Our expenses haven't followed the downward trend
yet,” he said, adding he’s already booked fertilizer for
next year to avoid higher costs later on. “It’ll be interest-
ing to see if the markets react.”

As a rule, input costs don’t seem to ever decrease, and
Hruska also referenced the old ‘supply and demand’
rule.

“Unfortunately, there’s a huge crop worldwide, so
that’s going to be detrimental to our prices I'm sure, but
I'd sooner sell a big crop for less money than a little crop
for more,” he said.

Another factor is the looming question of whether or
not there will be a rail strike come early August, which
would be crippling for the ag industry in particular. How-
ever, when asked if he was concerned about this possible
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threat, Warkentin spoke to the more local approach.

“Not particularly, we've sold a lot of grain to the do-
mestic crush and domestic maltsters,” he said. “Our-
selves, it doesn’t affect us a whole lot. The crush in Yor-
kton has been trading at about a dollar over the export
markets, so it makes sense for us to haul there.”

As for the grasshopper situation Struthers spoke of,
the crop destroyers haven’t been a problem yet around
Moosomin.

“We haven’t had to spray any insecticides,” Warkentin
said. “We sprayed the entire crop with fungicides, did
some of our ground sprayers and did some with the air-
plane. Touch wood, we haven’t seen any insect pressures,
50 hopefully it stays that way. Obviously, hail and insects
are a threat as we go forward until we get it in the bm.
We’ve had enough rain here. It shouldn’t be an issue.”

As with everyone else, it’s time to get those grease
guns out in preparation for harvest and the inevitable
breakdowns associated with those crucial weeks to come.

“We're calibrating the columbines, going through all
the trucks and trailers, grain carts, making sure we're
ready for the show, when the show happens,” Wareken-
tin said. “There’s a lot of setup work now with the tech-
nology, you can do a lot in advance and be prepared.”
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« toxic algae blooms in our lakes and rivers
* polluting drinking water supplies

The Saskatchewan Government is spending your tax dollars on a big
media campaign to convince you that we have enough wetlands to drain up
to 2 million more acres of this vital resource while ignoring the impacts.

Decades of drainage and destruction are already causing:

* decimated critical wildlife habitat and game and fish populations
* downstream flooding and widespread drought

We are launching an awareness campaign calle
create a safe space for this conversation and we need your help.

Please share your stories and donate to “Wetlands for Tomorrow’ by an etransfer to
wetlandsfortomorrow@gmail.com, or by mailing a cheque payable to Wetlands for Tomorrow.

P.0. Box 995 Indian Head Saskatchewan S0G 2K0.
(Please note we are not a registered charity so we can not provide tax receipt).

Let’sat Iéast do as well as Alherta and Manitoba and protect our wetlands!
Follow us @ www.facehook.com/SKwetlands

d Wetlands For Tomorrow to
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USask's CDC brmgs thousands of jobs, billions of dollars

BY RyaN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

A recent report discovered some amaz-
ing statistics about the Crop Development
Centre at the University of Saskatchewan
in Saskatoon. Data from the CDC Econom-
ic Footprint Assessment, which was pre-
pared by EY (previously Ernst and Young
LLP) looked at several key areas, such as
economic contribution, return on invest-
ment, and socio-economic benefits.

Some of the key findings from that report
include over 9,000 jobs created in Canada,
a contribution of $17.8 billion in gross farm
outputs from 1991 to 2022, over 500 vari-
eties across over 40 kinds of crops devel-
oped and released from the CDC since its
inception in 1971, and more than 530 peer-
reviewed publications produced from the
CDC since 2016.

“The remarkable and ongoing successes
of the CDC are a confirmation of the world-
class agricultural expertise at the univer-
sity,” said Dr. Baljit Singh (PhD), USask’s
vice-president research. “The researchers
with the CDC are giving cutting-edge ad-
vantages to growers in Saskatchewan and
around the world and continue to be what
the world needs as we address feeding a
growing population.”

I'wanted to find out more about what the
report means to not only the CDC, but to
the agriculture industry and the country
as a whole, so I caught up with Dr. Cur-
tis Pozniak (PhD), director of the CDC.
He’s one busy guy, but was happy to take
a break from field work—literally, he was
managing a 34°C July afternoon between
field tours.

First off, these are some just staggering
numbers. What was your reaction when
you when you first saw the report’s find-
ings?

It was invigorating and humbling all at
the same time. The CDC was established
back in 1971 with the mandate to develop
new crop varieties, to promote crop diver-
sification in Saskatchewan. For well over
50 years, well over 500 varieties, we've
been delivering solutions to western Cana-
dian agricultural producers. So we're quite
proud of what we’ve been able to accom-

Safe and reliable — your
packages are securely stored in
our electronic locker system
until you pick them up.

Research technician Ayla Lichtenwald works in the durum wheat mo-

lecular lab at the Crop Development Centre

plish, and the report really just stresses the
significant impact that the CDC has had on
Western Canadian agriculture.

I was wondering if you could explain
the importance of the findings in this
report, in terms of innovation here and
throughout the world.

We really looked at the report, we were
just going through the process right now
of developing and implementing a new
growth plan, and we thought it was im-
portant to have a look at our impact and
really assess the economic contributions,
the return on investment for farmers and
stakeholders that support our programs.
We also wanted to take a look at the socio-
economic benefits in terms of jobs, research
and innovation, and collaboration. From
an economic contribution point of view, the
CDC has contributed $1.2 billion in GDP to
the western Canadian economy. We did a
study back in 2016, and that number—the
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$1.2 billion number—is around half a bil-
lion dollars more than what it was even
back in 2016. So that’s significant. Almost
7,000 full time equivalent jobs based on
CDC plant breeding activity, $254 million
in wages and salaries, but probably the
most impressive number is the benefit cost
ratio, where for every $1 that’s invested in
the Crop Development Centre, we return
$11 to Canadian farmers. With net benefits
of $10.2 billion, these are significant. If we
consider the lentil crop alone, the pulse
breeding that we do at the centre has been
so vital to building a strong and vibrant
pulse industry in Western Canada. And
that benefit cost ratio is for every dollar in-
vested in lentil breeding, it returns $37 to
lentil growers in Western Canada. So just
a remarkable impact with the research that
we do to western Canadian agriculture.

Our pulses are the best in the world,
the most sought after.

Most sought after, absolutely. We have a
very productive breeding program and we
focus on a whole range of market classes
of pulse crops—pea, lentil, chickpea, dry
bean—we have a strong pathology pro-
gram that focuses on improving disease
resistance in our varieties, which is so im-
portant for not just pulse crops, but obvi-
ously all the crops that we work with at
the Crop Development Centre. But we're
really proud of the work that we do in de-
veloping innovative new crop varieties for
western Canadian growers.

The the one stat I found interesting, too,
was where the report referenced 428 stu-
dents since 1971. Many of those are now
leaders in the ag industry—that must be
so amazing to see these students go on to
achieve such great things.

Absolutely, and that’s one of the very
unique things about the Crop Develop-
ment Centre that we probably don’t tell
that story well enough and often enough,
in that the Crop Development Centre is
actually fully integrated into the Depart-
ment of Plant Sciences and the College
of Agriculture and Bio Resources here at
the university. That really provides us the
opportunity to mentor and train the next
generation of crop scientists in real world
breeding programs. And 420-plus, that's
an impressive number. But equally impres-
sive is since 2016, the CDC faculty Eave
published in high impact scientific jour-
nals, well over 500 manuscripts of novel
research. That's impressive and important
for the CDC, in fact, because our research
spans that continuum from the research
lab all the way to the farmer’s field, all the
way to their dinner plates. We can quickly
translate the basic research that we do,
translate that into innovative, new variet-
ies that are grown and adopted by Western
Canadian growers. So that’s really what
makes the CDC unique. Some of that re-
search is really cutting edge—a lot of it is
cutting edge—in the sense of many of the
genomic sequencing experiments in our
cr0£ plants, where we study the DNA of
each of the species, we work with that.
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BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It's the busy season for local bee-
keepers, and B. Strong Apiaries near
Rocanville is going into their second
week of pulling hives.

“We just started harvesting about
10 days ago,” said Lance Strong dur-
ing a tour of their shop last Wednes-
day. Given how growing conditions
for local crops have panned out this
year, harvest has come a little bit early.
Strong and his team of 19 will be in
full-on action mode from now until
the beginning of September, drawing
from three dozen bee yards within a
30-mile radius.

“This is actually the most straight-
forward time of the year for us,”
Strong explained. “We're done work-
ing hives throughout the spring, we're
not doing any treatments, any kind of
supplemental feeding, nothing like
that right now. Just strictly bringing
honey in. So this time of year, it's basi-
cally all brawn and not a whole lot of
brain!”

It's still early to estimate how this
year’s harvest is yielding, especially with a string of high
temperatures.

“It's hard to say, we're just about done our first pull
of each yard. We're about to start a round again tomor-
row,” Strong said. “It will take a couple of weeks, this next
round, so I won't really know until the second round is
done what the yield is going to probably be. It’s looking
good now, as long as there’s more to come.”

Once daytime temperatures exceed 30°C, bee colonies
will divert their attention from collection to keeping the
hive cool.

“They basically run their own air conditioner when it's
hot like this, they pick up a lot of water from sloughs,”
Strong said. “They like to bring in air out of the bottom
and shoot up the top, keeping the hive cool that way.”

One indicator of what production might look like can
be viewed in local crop conditions as bees will go for the
best source and whatever plant is in bloom.

“Whatever’s favourable to the farmers is typically fa-
vourable for us,” Strong said. “Canola is definitely our
cash crop, too. All the moisture is really great, we could
use another shot of rain here, I think, just to liven up the
topsoil.”

Hot days don’t seem to bother the bees very much, but
for the people performing the manual labour, it can be
intensive.

“I'm outside with half the team, and this is not fun to
work in,” Strong replied when asked if these hot condi-
tions are favourable. “I'd prefer around 25°C. Too hot like
this cooks the flowers a bit off the canola, speeds things
up, especially when it's kind of dry.”

The relationship between bees and canola is an impor-
tant one. Saskatchewan farmers are the largest canola
producers in Canada with around 12 million acres de-
voted to the crop. It also makes up around 30 per cent of
the province’s total crop land. Pollinating those billions
of flowers is a huge task—one that hard working bees are
more than able to tackle. Research from the University of
Saskatchewan estimates honey bees contribute $5.5 bil-
lion worth of pollination services every year to Canada’s
agriculture industry.

VANDAELE .- 4a’s

Rye
Company

Medora, MB
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FALL RYE (ALL GRADES)
YELLOW PEAS - GREEN PEAS
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MILLING OATS - BROWN FLAX
YELLOW FLAX - MALTING BARLEY

We also buy organic grains
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For pricing and info call the

“Rye Guy” Cal

V andaele

Office: 204-665-2384
Cell: 204-522-5410

Lance Strong pulls a frame from a recently pulled box to show what his team
collects and processes.

“One bee yard—around 50 hives on a quarter section of
canola—will increase the yield by about eight per cent,”
Strong said.

As for honey production, Strong says anywhere from
350-450 pounds per hive are considered good years.

“It depends where the bee health is at, how the crops
are doing, and the weather. There are a bunch of factors,”
Strong said, estimating each hive during this time of year
contain populations of between 40,000 and 60,000 bees.
“Some factors are under your control, a lot of them out of
your control.”

Yard rent uses the barter system where Strong provides
a case of honey in exchange for a safe place for the bees.

“The best bee yards are old yard sites where there’s a
bit of shelter from trees, some flat grounds to put them in

ul
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full swing for local beekeepers

and enough room to get our big trucks
around in,” he said.

Bees are busiest right
now

It's no wonder the idiom ‘busy as
a bee’ exists as it’s certainly based in
fact.

“The bees are the happiest this time
of year when they have stuff to do,”
said Strong, adding that cool, rainy
days are when one is most likely to
get stung when handling a hive as the
bees are not as happy during those
conditions.

Typically, at B. Strong Apiaries,
bees are out in the field beginning in
March, then brought back for winter-
ing in October.

“Everybody does things differently.
I raise all of our own, especially in the
month of June which is big for raising
bees and raising queens,” Strong said.
“Whatever I raise this year and win-
ter is what I have to work with next
spring to reﬁlace my own dead ones.”

So what happens to all those bees
once winter hits? Strong says they still keep active.

“The bees don’t go dormant like a bear does, it's more
like a penguin,” he said, describing how bees are wrapped
four colonies to a pallet to stay alive through the cold.

“I mentioned the penguin because cold bees on the out-
side will take turns going to the inside and keep the hive a
livable temperature,” he said. “As far as the bees go them-
selves, I'm only touching these from March until October.
Four months, I'm not in the colony at all, but we’ve got
lots of other stuff to do.”

Winter months are spent servicing equipment, doing
vehicle maintenance, marketing honey, and catching up
in the office.
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July was a month of ups and downs

Well, isn’t that some serious heat?!?! After a rather cool
spring, with an abundance of moisture in May and June,
we certainly have had quite the turn-around in tempera-
tures.

The day we pulled our boat to the lake in late June, we
unhitched in rain. The day we actually went to the lake
to stay, just a few days later, we arrived in a downpour
which made unloading the truck and getting into the
camper dry and mud-free a bit of a challenge. So much
for the chicken that was slated for over-the-fire roasting
that night! While we were crying, ‘Rain, rain, go away,’
that night in early July, who would have thought less than
two weeks later we’d be wishing for a bit more rain!

The start to our vacation away from the farm was de-
layed by a week or so this year as none other than moi
ended up feeling less than wonderful one lazy Saturday
afternoon, two days prior to what was to be our first lake
day. How interesting that when you end up in the hospi-
tal freezing to death that the nurses (and they were oh so
wonderful) won’t give you a warm blanket because your
temperature is too high. I tried to impress upon them that
I was so, so cold and really needed a warm blanket. Their
response was to bring me ice packs. I guess they didn’t
know I am more of a warm wheat-bag type of person?

When the nurses in Moosomin moved me from a room
down the hall to a room close to the nurses’ station with
the explanation “Oh it’s bigger and it’s a private room—
you'll like it much better,” I knew they were getting a tad
more concerned than what they let on. By the time they
put another IV into my other hand “just as a precaution”
I knew they were indeed concerned. They were right by
my side almost every moment of that afternoon and eve-
ning as my fever raged on and my blood pressure kept
dropping. Okay, now I was concerned!

As the hours progressed, nothing seemed to change
and by midnight-ish, I was on my way to Regina. The
ambulance attendants told me I was lucky because I was
going in the “smooth-riding” ambulance. Hmmmm . . .
I am pretty sure their definition of smooth is somewhat
different than mine. It was one of the longest trips to the
city I've ever taken, I am sure. How is it that you can be so
incredibly tired that you can’t even keep your eyes open
yet can’t sleep a wink?

As the days went on and they tried to figure out what
was going on with me, I was hearing “gangrene,” “flesh-
eating disease,” and other rather severe-sounding sugges-
tions to what my body was fighting. By the time they put
the tenth IV into my Kand, I was ready to find an escape

The Lighter Side of
Life
DOWN ON THE FARM
R R b e

dl_beutler@yahoo.ca

route out of that hospital. Long story short, I survived a
deep tissue infection that took about five days to clearly
reveal itself and while I was mighty sick for a few days,
I was so well cared for and cared about by family and
friends with visits and messages that I couldn’t help but
be incredibly thankful. While I was in the General, I de-
veloped an intense desire for strawberry jello (go figure)
and an absolute gag reflex for anything that involved hos-
pital hamburger or tuna fish sandwiches. The antibiotics
may have cleared up my leg infection, but no amount of
anything can undo the sight or the smell of hospital-pre-
pared meat of any kind. Jello-makers, you rock!

Once I was declared well enough to head home, we
began to look forward to the local 4-H show and our up-
coming vacation to the lake. The twins, 13, and their sis-
ter, 15, have been busy again this year preparing for their
local show as well as the regional show, both held over
a three-day period at the W}%itewood Livestock barns in
early July. We were pretty proud grandparents seeing
these teens with their animals all spiffed up and show-
ready. I can’t help but think of all the skills they are learn-
ing and the dedication it takes to raise an animal for show.
Hats off 4-Hers everywhere!

One of the treats for us as we head off to the lake each
year is to be joined by various grandchildren now and
then. And while our campsite was a bit muddy and the
mosquitoes were rather insane that first week out camp-
ing, our young camping guests were a delight!

The twins had only one thing in mind—getting out
with Gramps on the boat and catching the ‘big one.”

Every morning, and not as early as we used to get out

New animal production regulations for Sask

The Saskatchewan live- ment to regulate wild boar

farms,” Sask Pork Chair

stock sector is now sup-
ported through The Ani-
mal Production Act. The
new Act governs animal
production in Saskatch-
ewan including domestic
game farming, fur farming,
wild boar farming (new
addition), domestic meat
inspection, milk composi-
tional standards, livestock
inspection and transpor-
tation, animal identifiers,
premises identification,
stray animals (livestock
specific), animal keeper’s
liens, and livestock dealer
licensing.

“These changes are a
positive step toward mod-
ernizing and streamlining
regulatory processes for
our producers,” Agricul-
ture Minister David Marit
said. “Removing barriers
helps this sector continue
to grow and thrive.”

Areas of interest for the
livestock  sector include
requirements for stray live-
stock, newly added wild
boar farm requirements
and new transportation
and inspection standards.
Specifically, a requirement
for all wild boar farms to
be licensed and inspected
along with a moratorium
on new wild boar farms.

“The updated regula-
tions, focused on clarity
and congruency, will allow
LSS to communicate more
clearly with its stakehold-
ers as well as guide our
support and enforcement
services to the industry in a
more straightforward man-
ner,” Livestock Services of
Saskatchewan CEO Jason
Pollock said.

“Sask Pork is pleased to
see the province’s commit-

Toby Tschetter said. “The
new oversight of these
operations  will ﬁosition
the province and the pork
industry to better respond
to wild boar escapes and
potential animal disease
outbreaks.”

The ministry has up-
dated stray animal require-
ments to provide rural
municipalities with more
flexibility to address stray
animals in their area.

Other changes include
clearer requirements for
livestock inspection and
transportation  standards.
Additionally, when trans-
porting animals, they must
be accompanied with doc-

umentation that specifies
the premises identification
numbers for the animal’s
point of origin and destina-
tion.

This modernized leg-
islation consolidates four

existing Acts related to
animal production into one
Act and reduces 10 sets of
regulations into a single
set. This change reduces
red tape and simplifies the
legislation.
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(for some unknown reason), off Grampa and the twins
went. And with any luck, we would see them back by
early afternoon. Then off they would go again after sup-
per for a couple of hours more to finish off the day. One
evening when all of us went out into the ‘fish-fly zone,’
including the two youngest grands (8 and 10), one of the
twins snagged the “big one.” It was unbelievable! The rod
was bent like a U-turn. It appeared Grams and Gramps
were both going to need to help out. Gramps stood up
to help Witﬁ the rod, I got the net ready and then there
it was—the heaviest, soggiest piece of driftwood we had
ever caught!

The afternoons were ‘Gramma times’ and oh what fun
we had. We mini-golfed and we scavenger-hunted and
we garage-saled and did some golf-ball searching. We
swam and horsed around in the water and made the best
of the super hot afternoons. We may even have made the
ice cream lady rich in the space of a week and a half, es-
pecially on those days that felt like 38C. In fact, who re-
ally wants to barbecue chicken on those hot days when a
poutine from the beach café will do the trick!?

While there’s nothing quite like a break from the farm,
there are some worries that don’t necessarily disappear
under the clear blue skies of a lake day. The reseeded
canola and the sprayed, but flea beetle-damaged fields
were a bit of a thorn in hubby’s side. But there comes a
point when you have to accept what is and what will be.
And hopefully what will be won’t be a big disappoint-
ment. This is the first year in my married life that I don’t
even have a vision of what the crops look like at this time
of year because I basically went from a hospital bed to my
comfy chair to my RV at the lake, bypassing our canola
and wheat fields except for one pass-through down the
highway.

But as July whips on by, we are already preparing for
moving the RV home from the lake and getting ready for
harvest season #50-something (for hubby). Year #47 for
me. That seems like an awful lot of harvests under our belt
and a whole lot of ‘farm memories’ we’ve made. And har-
vests seem to be the highlight of the year for us because,
even though it may be ie busiest, most stressful, and cra-
ziest time of the year, it’s also filled with those moments of
amazing sunsets, clear blue skies and star-studded skies,
tail-gate meals, family times and funny moments. It's
working together to bring in the fruits of our labour and
s0 as our grain farmer friends and readers prepare for the
2024 harvests, hats off to you! See you in August!
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USask establishes Jarislowsky and BMO
Chair in Regenerative Agriculture

Dr. Kate Congreves (PhD) has been appointed the Ja-
rislowsky and BMO Chair in Regenerative Agriculture at
the University of Saskatchewan (USask) to lead research
supporting the wider-scale adoption of beneficial produc-
tion and environmental practices necessary for food se-
curity.

“As the new chair, Dr. Congreves will strengthen Can-
ada’s agriculture sector by providing leadership in regen-
erative agriculture, working with producers to identify
and evaluate best practices, and creating new teaching
and mentoring opportunities for students,” said Dr. An-
gela Bedard-Haughn (PhD), dean of the College of Agri-
culture and Bioresources at USask. “This investment in
USask research means new potential to maximize envi-
ronmental benefits of agricultural systems and minimize
environmental impacts, all while maintaining and in-
creasing food production.”

The Jarislowsky and BMO Chair in Regenerative Agri-
culture was established by a $4 million endowment with
a donation of $2 million from the Jarislowsky Foundation,
$1 million from BMO, and $1M from the USask Greystone
Heritage Trust to significantly expand research capacity
in regenerative agriculture at USask.

“Building a more sustainable future has been a long-
standing priority for the Jarislowsky Foundation,” said
Stephen Jarislowsky, founder and president of the foun-
dation. “The research led by Dr. Congreves and her team
will make an impact on agriculture, climate, and food
production through advancing the science and encourag-
ing the adoption of sustainable farming practices across
Canada and beyond.”

The Jarislowsky Foundation supports research chairs to
promote excellence in teaching, mentoring and research.

“At BMO, we are long-time supporters of the agricul-
tural sector and proud of our clients, who are among the
most innovative producers in the world in regenerative
agriculture,” said Allison Hakomaki, head of Agriculture,

BIG DOG SEEDS INC.

OXBOW, SK

RED WINTER
WHEAT:

o AAC Wildfire
e AAC Overdrive
* Moats

bigdog.farm@sasktel.net

306.483.2963
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1620 1ST STREET NORTH

BRANDON, MB

Public Sector and Emerging Industries, BMO. “We know
how vital sustainable practices are to the resilience of our
farmers and the future of food in Canada and, driven by
our purpose, to Boldly Grow the Good in business and
life and our commitment to a sustainable future, we rec-
ognize the importance of supporting initiatives like the
University of Saskatchewan’s research in this field.”
During the chair’s five-year term, Congreves’ research
will inform sustainable nitrogen (N) management for
healthy agroecosystems. Nitrogen is simultaneously an
essential nutrient for crop production and a major envi-
ronmental concern. Better understanding of N cycling
is necessary and is a timely priority with policymakers
interested in developing strategies to better manage N.
Congreves will explore interdisciplinary collaborations
with agricultural researchers in other areas of expertise
such as water, livestock and health, and with social scien-
tists, economists, and philosophers to develop evidence-
based recommendations that will be pertinent to Cana-
da’s progress towards a sustainable future.
“Regenerative agriculture is an ecosystem-based ap-
proach to crop production—one that embodies reciproc-
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ity with the land by improving soil health, enhancing
biodiversity, and reducing negative impacts of inputs like
N fertilizer. A promising strategy to design regenerative
agroecosystems is the diversification of cropping sys-
tems,” said Congreves, an associate professor in the Col-
lege of Agriculture and Bioresources.

Continued on page B12 v
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Harvest in full swing

w Continued from page B5

“We definitely try to get a lot more
family time in during the winter season
to make up for our busy season,” Strong
said.

Industry challenges

Strong grew up in the bee business, hav-
ing slowly taking the reins from his father
over the past 12 years. While his dad en-
joys quasi-retirement, the father and son
often make time for a morning coffee to
shoot the breeze, or for advice on opera-
tions.

“It’s nice to talk bees with my dad over
a game of crib and a beer!” Strong said
with a laugh.

There’s not a large number of new pro-
ducers entering the industry in the prov-
ince right now. One reason Strong can
think of is continued low prices. It's cer-
tainly not a ‘get rich quick’ type of scenar-
io, but he’s confident in the incremental
upward trend of newcomers.

“It’s not dying out, just slowly growing
out,” Strong said.

According to 2023 numbers from Agri-
culture Canada, there are 1,308 beekeep-
ers across Saskatchewan, representing 8.6
per cent of total producers in the industry
across the country. That’s an increase of
about 200 producers since 2019, but it’s a
rising number nonetheless.

As with any product, markets are key.

“Rightnow, it’s favourable to contract to
businesses like a Co-op, but that’s because
prices are low,” Strong said. “There’s a lot
of honey out there in the world right now,
people are having a hard time getting rid
of honey right now.”

An oversupply is not the only problem
producers are grappling with, it's a mar-
ket flooded with inferior product offered

FARMING

Because
the world
needs

REAL
FOOD!

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

cheaply to consumers.

“I think one of the biggest things our in-
dustry faces is fraudulent honey,” Strong
said. “There’s a lot of honey movin
around that’s not really honey, it’s cut wit
corn syrup or other products. It floods the
market and drives down the price.

“That's frustrating, I think especially for
Canadian producers,” Strong continued.
“We have pretty tight regulations to fol-
low in our country, and as you know, with
any other industry in Canada, there’s a lot
of regulation going on. So it’s frustrating
when you can get undercut from other
countries not held to the same standards.”

As with other commodities, the honey
market is dictated more from other coun-
tries, akin to grain prices fluctuating along
with global whims.

Another ongoing challenge for honey
producers across the board is labour.
Many places employ people from outside
Canada through the federal Temporary
Foreign Worker program, which doesn’t
quite align with beekeeping operations.
The program favours employers to fill
positions with local workers first, requir-
ing many hoops to jump through before
allowing a TFW to fill the position. But
the actual work is seasonal, with heavy
lifting and working in an often hot envi-
ronment—requirements that many job
seekers will bypass right away in favour
of more lucrative ventures.

“I get what they’re trying to do, but
it just doesn’t translate to real life,” said
Strong, who currently has 10 TFW’s on his
team—some who have been returning for
the past 16 years.”We're blessed to have
them, they’re the hardest workers you’ll
ever meet.”

Before the TFW program, labour re-
sources were comprised of whoever lived

Left: Lance Strong stands with some of the daily pull awaiting the
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extractor machine in the shop at B. Strong Apiaries.

Above: One of the many B. Strong Apiaries bee yards in the Rocan-

ville area.

for local beekeepers

on the farm and maybe a few eager teen-
agers looking for work over the summer.

“I can employ Canadians for six to eight
months, maybe, and that's it,” Strong said.
“Iget why tfzey want something full time.”

As for issues affecting the bees them-
selves, Strong pointed to a small mite
that’s caused big problems.

“Our biggest thing healthwise as far as
bees go is the Varroa mite,” he said. “It's a
little mite that lives externally on the bee,
it’s visible with the naked eye. It’s basi-
cally kind of like a wood tick for bees; It

feeds off their blood and spreads viruses.”

The Varroa mite was actually part of a
perfect storm of conditions that saw mil-
lions of honey bees killed off across Can-
ada during the 2022-23 winter. Given the
mites’ fast reproductive cycle, a colony
can become overwhelmed anywhere be-
tween six months and two years.

For the time being, Strong and his team
will continue their daily routine of pull-
ing, stacking, extracting, and packaging,
all to provide consumers with high-quali-
ty Saskatchewan honey.

Thank you to all of
our hardworking
farmers, ranchers

and agri-businesses!

Daryl Harrison
MLA for Cannington

@ Masterfeeds
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USask’s CDC brings
thousands of jobs,
billions of dollars

w Continued from Page B4

It's the genetic blueprint,
if you want to call it. CDC
scientists have been up-
front and leaders in gener-
ating those genomic finger-
prints that can then be used
to improve the efficiency,
precision and speed of
plant breeding activities so
that we can deliver the very
best varieties to growers as
quickly as possible.

You explain the research
done at CDC as “deliber-
ate, bold and strategic,”
and as you’ve mentioned,
spanning from the lab
to the farmer’s field, and
you're literally in the field
right now! Is this a key
component of the overall
success?

Absolutely. 1 call it the
Innovation Pipeline, where
we conduct basic research,
that site generation of sci-
entific knowledge, then we
work to translate that to
first validate it—obviously
important to validate sci-
ence—and then translate
that in the field into field-
ready cultivars that are ad-
opted by growers.

There are many exam-
Eles of the varieties that

ave been developed at
the Crop Development
Centre where the idea was
started in a research lab,
and there was extensive
study, genetic study, and
graduate student training,
generating that knowledge
within that flowed directly
into the breeding program
to develop new cultivars.
So an Innovation Pipeline
is something that’s quite
unique at the centre where
we're connected from the
beginning to the end.

Obviously, what I mean
by ‘strategic and deliberate’
is that our growers and our
stakeholders that support
our breeding programs,
they signal, they commu-
nicate to us their priori-
ties. Farmers are telling us,
‘we want more yield,” and
‘we want standability and
good disease resistance.’
The customers and mar-
ket are telling us, ‘we want
good quality, nutritious,
and sustainable product.
So plant breeding sort of
integrates all of that to de-
velop the final product that
maximizes the agronomic
performance—the disease
resistance, as well as the
marketability—all of these
things are important for
success.

I call that the Three Pil-
lars of Plant Breeding. Yield
is profitability, and then
you need stability of perfor-
mance, which is where re-
sistance to heat, droughts,
insects, and disease comes
in to make sure that the
yield is stable. And then
the marketability piece—
you can produce a lot of
grain, but if you can’t sell
it, it doesn’t translate into
profitability. So those three
pillars are really important,
and really the focus of a lot
of the research and plant
breeding that we do.

Looking towards the fu-
ture, is there any sign of
this rapid pace slowing?

Our mandate is to grow
the centre more than it is
and keep up the momen-
tum that started way back
in 1971. We're big users of
the latest and most modern
innovative  technologies
that are available to plant
breeding, such as genomic
tools and digital phenotyp-
ing, drones, and comput-
er-based decision making
software and integrating
all of those with field-based
testing. So we're quite an
innovative group.

I see no signs of slowing
anytime soon. As I said,
we're working and imple-
menting a sustainable and
bold and strategic growth
plan that will keep the
western Canadian farm-
ers productive, sustainable
and profitable in the long
term.

It’s so amazing that we
have this here in Saskatch-
ewan.

It’s just a great success
story. Success is really the
result of good people that
are committed to the vision
and mission of the centre to
be bold and to develop the
very best varieties for west-
ern Canadian agriculture.

Equally important is our
stakeholders, our funders
that come and invest in
the good work that we do,
in particular, the Saskatch-
ewan Ministry of Agricul-
ture, who's a fantastic sup-
porter of the CDC and the
work that we do.

So it’s the people, it’s the
stakeholders, all believing
in and pushing forward a
common vision and mis-
sion to really keep us at the
leading edge of technology
in new varieties that are
produced in a sustainable
way. We're just all very ex-

Saskatchewan agriculture
helps feed the world and helps
fuel our province's growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk,

MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY
Phone: 306-435-4005

622 Main St.

Moosomin, SK -
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cited about the impact that
we have, and I'm looking
forward to keeping that
momentum going.

Right: Dr. Curtis
Pozniak (PhD),
the director
of the CDC.
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Figure 1: Red Sea conflict impacting global shipping routes.

Global shipping bottlenecks and Canadian agriculture

Percent change
Jan - July 2024
toJan - July

LEIGH ANDERSON

Sentor Economist, FCC

Nobody likes to take a
major detour on their sum-
mer road trip or hail a taxi
during rush hour. For most
Canadians it’s not a pleas-
ant experience especially
when timelines are tight.
But this is akin to what's
going on in the global
shipping sector.

Global shipping capac-
ity has been reduced due
to detours around Africa
from the ongoing unrest
in the Red Sea (Figure 1).
Currently, there are too
few ships to haul contain-
ers and the primary reason
is because of the closure of
the Red Sea (Suez Canal)
shipping lanes. Ships are
having to travel 30-40%
further to reach their des-
tinations and this requires
more ships to achieve the
same tonnage hauled.
In addition, the rerout-
ing of vessels around Af-
rica (Cape of Good Hope)
negatively impacts global
shipping times and port
scheduling, causing port
congestion in Asia as ships
missed scheduled arriv-
als. Low water levels in
the Panama Canal as well
as bad weather and labour
issues at key ports have
made the problem worse
for global transportation.

ose transportation
bottlenecks have pushed
up ocean freight rates over
the last year. The Baltic dry
index, a global measure of
dry bulk freight prices, has
doubled over the past year
(Figure 2) while the world
container index has more
than tripled. Global freight
rates in recent years have
been volatile. While freight
costs have risen in 2024,
prices remain lower than
in 2021 when shipping
costs reached record levels.
Most of Canada’s exports
head to destinations that
do not require the Panama
or Suez canals, but higher
global freight rates do im-
pact Canadian agricultural
and agri-food producers
and exporters. The con-
sequences of increasing
freight rates go beyond
those involved in actu-
ally moving goods; higher
shipﬂi]ruf1 rates could feed
into higher consumer pric-
es and potentially disrupt
the steady progress being
made on tackling inflation.

The discrepancy in some
freight rates depends on
the  commodity hauled
(bulk versus container)
and the destination. Out-
bound containers from
Asia are facing higher
rates than inbound goods.
The North America to
Asia route is tradition-

ally cheaper but in recent
months those prices have
also started to rise. Cana-
dian freight rates out of the
west Coast remain favour-
able meaning the impact to
Canadian agriculture and
food has so far been mini-
mal (Figure 3). West coast
grain freight rates have
averaged approximately
USD $32 per tonne in 2024,
up from USD $28 per tonne
during the same period in
2023. For comparisons the
Shanghai container index
has risen from an aver-
age approximate value of
USD $980 to USD $2,500
per twenty-foot equiva-
lent (TEU) in this year.

Positive
developments
on the horizon

Red Sea detours around
Africa are not expected to
end anytime soon. How-
ever, there are reasons to
be optimistic about easing
global port congestions
over the coming weeks.
For starters, global ship-
ping companies and their
customers are adapting
scheduling and arrivals
to the new operating en-
vironment. To catch up
on schedules some large
ships were redirected
to larger Asian ports to
unload their shipments
which were then reloaded
on smaller ships to con-
tinue to final destinations.
While this may have
caused short term dis-
ruptions at Asian ports,
the strategy is likely to
improve overall supply
chain performance going
forward.

Adding to the good
news is the fact that water
levels at the Panama Ca-
nal are reportedly return-
ing to normal faster than
expected, courtesy of re-
cent rainfall in the region.
As a result, daily transits
are now increasing, and
are likely to hit 35 next
month which is near the
historical average of 36
(Figure 4).

Fuel prices
remain a
wildcard

While things seem to
be moving in the right
direction with regards to
freight costs, it's worth
pointing out that there’s
still a lot of uncertainty.
Fuel prices remain a wild-
card considering they
tend to respond to chang-
es in oil prices and also
to changes in inventory,
which can be volatile.
These inventories reflect
the balance between sup-
ply and demand. For in-
stance, this month’s U.S.
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Suez Canal

2023 2024

crude oil inventories are
down 19% relative to the
last five Julys. Gasoline in-
ventories are within histor-
ical levels while distillate
inventories are approxi-
mately 9% lower (Figure
5). Fuel price reaction to
changes in inventory also
reflect how they compare
to market expectations.

Continued on page B13w=
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Figure 2: Baltic dry index has trended higher in the last year.
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL
2024 SALES ONLINE BIDDING

Check our website often for updates and more sales!!!
o e

1 5 Sheldon Rapley 1 7 1 8 Pre-Harvest Consignment
JX v Kenton, MB P77 4 Brandon, MB

For complete details and
to sign up for online bidding.

FRASER AUCTION SERVICE P: 204-727-2001 | TF:1-800-483-5856 | Email: office@fraserauction.com | Brandon, MB
Like us ' f Fraser Auction Service Ltd. | Follow us )X @fraserauction
0/0 Scott Campbell / Lori Campbell / Jesse Campbell | Licensed and bonded. PL. License #918093. Member of M.A.A., S.AAA.,AAA., AA.C.
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USask establishes Jarislowsky and BMO
Chair in Regenerative Agriculture

w Continued from page B7
Understanding how di-
versification can tighten
the N cycle for sustainable
soil management and re-
generative agriculture is
a major focus. Congreves’
work explores the controls
on soil N transformations,
plant N uptake, and N loss-
es, and is aimed at better
understanding the flow of
N and its cycling in diver-
sified agroecosystems.
Congreves joined USask
in 2017 and leads an inter-
nationally recognized re-
search program focused on
sustainable agriculture and
horticulture with an em-
phasis on diversified field
crop and vegetable crop
production systems. She
specializes in soil health
measurement and manage-
ment, nitrogen cycling and
use efficiency, and green-
house gas emissions and
mitigation. Congreves is an
award-winning researcher
and serves USask as a Sus-
tainability Faculty Fellow.
The chair’s research will
be supported by the BMO
Soil Analytical Lab at US-
ask, recently established
to help alleviate a critical
bottleneck in digital agri-
culture research and pro-
viding key analytical ca-
pabilities for research in
regenerative agriculture.
About USask: The Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan
(USask) is located in Saska-
toon on Treaty 6 territory
and the traditional home-
land of the Métis. Research,
teaching and learning at
USask are enhanced by its

Dr. Kate Congreves (PhD) has been appointed the Jarislowsky an

tive Agriculture at USask.

array of world-class cen-
tres and facilities. A range
of excellent programs,
from business, law, and
public policy to engineer-
ing, agriculture, medicine
and veterinary medicine,
positions USask to bring
unique perspectives to key
ﬁlobal challenges. USask
as launched the largest
campaign in the province’s

history to raise $500M to
tackle the world’s most
pressing issues through
leading critical research,
supporting Indigenous
achievement, inspiring
students to succeed, and
designing visionary spac-
es. With more than 25,700
students from around the
globe, well-recognize ex-
perts, and the support of
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champions, together = we
will be what the world
needs.

About the Jarislowsky
Foundation: The Jaris-
lowsky Foundation was
founded in 1991 by Ste-
phen A. Jarislowsky, a
prominent Canadian phi-
lanthropist and business
leader. The foundation’s

d BMO Chair in Regenera-

Christina Weese photo

mission is to promote, sup-
port and foster excellence
and ethics in education,
medicine and the arts, and
the environment and cli-
mate change. The founda-
tion has 48 research chairs
in areas of democracy,
governance, public sector
management, environment
and climate change, Cana-
dian art, and health across
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WI-FI THROUGHOUT
THE HOUSE

GREAT FOR SECURITY
CAMERAS & CALVING

MONITORS

FAST ACTIVATION

PORTABLE
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Canada. The foundation
supports programs that al-
low students from diverse
backgrounds to discuss
contemporary issues with
mentors and recognized
experts. These programs
aim to develop students’
critical thinking skills so
that they become leaders
with strategic vision and
thinking. Tie Jarislowsky
Foundation supports more
than 80 organizations a
year in the arts and cul-
ture, hospital foundations,
the community sector and
climate change. The Jaris-
lowsky Foundation now
donates approximately $10
million per year.

About BMO Financial
Group: BMO Financial
Group is the eighth largest
bank in North America by
assets, with total assets of
$1.4 trillion as of April 30,
2024. Serving customers
for 200 years and counting,
BMO is a diverse team of
highly engaged employees
providing a broad range of
personal and commercial
banking, wealth manage-
ment, global markets, and
investment banking prod-
ucts and services to 13 mil-
lion customers across Can-
ada, the United States, and
in select markets globally.
Driven by a single purpose,
to Boldly Grow the Good in
business and life, BMO is
committed to driving posi-
tive change in the world,
and making progress for a
thriving economy, sustain-
able future, and inclusive
society.

COME SEE US OR GIVE A CALL FOR DETAILS
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Figure 4: Panama Canal daily transits trending towards normal levels.
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Figure 5. U.S. crude oil and fuel July inventory relative to the last five

Global shipping bottlenecks and Canadian agriculture

w Continued from page B10

The lower-than-average inventories could be support-
ive of oil prices over the near term, although we’re not
anticipating a surge anytime soon amid a still-dull global
economic outlook. Indeed, we are expecting oil prices to
average slightly above USD $80 per barrel in 2025, not far
from current levels. That’s not to say there won’t be any
volatility. Oil prices will fluctuate depending on news that
impacts supply or demand (e.g. hurricane season, escala-

tion of conflict on the Red Sea, and U.S. economic trends)
but any volatility is expected to be short lived with prices
reverting to our projected trend over the forecast period.

Bottom line

Global shipping bottlenecks appear to be easing, which
suggests that ocean freight costs may be heading down
over the coming weeks. Fuel costs, however, remain a

wildcard, and could potentially derail this downtrend,
although at this point we’re not expecting a major surge
amid a weak global economic outlook. Perhaps the most
significant risk related to transportation cost for Canadian
agriculture and food is the possibility of strike action that
could potentially curb activities at railways and ports.
Contingency planning for Canadian exporters remains
important to minimize any related disruptions.

Biofuel expansion set to grow market for Canadian oilseeds

JUSTIN SHEPHERD
Senior Economist, FCC

Canadians filling up their fuel tanks as they head out
for summer road trips may not think about it, but biofuels
- such as ethanol, biodiesel, and renewable diesel - help
make the fun possible. Biofuels are blended with fossil
fuels to produce the liquid that powers vehicles. Blending
biofuels with fossil fuels can help improve fuel quality
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The drivers for biofuel demand and supply in Canada
are influenced by federal and ﬂrovincial policies as well
as global factors — especially what happens in the United
States. In the last five years multiple major corporations
have announced plans to invest and expand biofuel pro-
duction capacity. Even if some of these plans do not move

through to completion, North American biofuel produc-
tion is set to grow in the upcoming years. That’s bullish
for Canadian oilseed producers.

Productivity is key for ethanol plants
while r ble diesel capacity grows

Ethanol holds the title for largest biofuel produced
(by volume) in the world. This is true in Canada as well
wKere plants produce nearly 150 million litres of ethanol
per month (Figure 1). In recent years, there have been no
new ethanol plants built. However, production has in-
creased over time as the existing plants focus on improv-
ing productivity by squeezing additional drops of ethanol
from each tonne of grain. Canadian ethanol plants also
produce small volumes of
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undenatured ethanol, used in applications like cleaning
products and hand sanitizer (not included in this data).
Up to the end of 2023, biodiesel made up the majority of
the fuel falling under the ‘other renewable fuels’ category
in the chart above. The future, though, is in renewable
diesel. There are two major reasons why. First, renewable
diesel can generate higher carbon credit prices in North
America compared to biodiesel. Second, renewable die-
sel’s chemistry is similar to traditional diesel and thus can
be swapped out with ease. Earlier this year, new renew-
able diesel plants came online and immediately doubled
Canada’s monthly production of ‘other renewable fuels’.

Continued on page B17 =
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New sclerotinia tool helps growers
assess disease risk and severity

Growers and agrono-
mists looking for help in
making sclerotinia spray
decisions this summer will
have access to a new online
tool from the Canola Coun-
cil of Canada. Available at
CanolaCalculator.ca, the
sclerotinia risk assessment
tool offers both a recom-
mendation about whether
or not to spray a canola
crop (at 20-50 per cent flow-
er) based on several inputs
from the user, along with
an opportunity to assess
the spray decision by rating
sclerotinia severity at ma-
turity (30-60 per cent seed
colour changeg.

The second part of the
tool is an economic calcula-
tor to provide an estimated
return on a fungicide ap-
plication based on different
scenarios. These include
percent of infection, fun-
gicide cost, expected yield
and market price.

“These new tools are de-
signed to help growers and
agronomists make timely,
informed  decisions on
whether a foliar fungicide
application is advised,”
said Chris Manchur, CCC
agronomy specialist and
lead on sclerotinia stem
rot. “Farmers have a lot of
choices to make through-
out the growing season.
It's very exciting to put this
new technology in their
hands to help simplify de-
cision making and assess
potential impacts on pro-
ductivity and profitability.”

Sclerotinia stem rot is one
of the most economically
significant canola diseases
in Canada. Caused by the
fungus Sclerotinia sclerotio-

7

Sclerotinia stem ret photo that shows
early inféction on leaves. Growers will want
to spray®shortly after canola starts to flowar
and before infection starts, so timing for this
article isithis\week or next week.

rum, the disease is heavily
influenced by environmen-
tal conditions leading up to
and during the flowering
period of canola. Assessing
the environment can make
it difficult to predict out-
breaks and make the deci-
sion to spray. That is where
the tool comes in.

The tool also includes
a helpful resource library
which hosts images, videos
and other educational ma-
terials, serving as a valuable
knowledge hub supporting
growers and agronomists in
sclerotinia management.

These tools were built

following three years of
collaboration ~ with ~ Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food
Canada and extensive test-
ing with agronomist part-
ners and are an evolution
of the sclerotinia stem rot
checklist that growers and
agronomists ﬁave relied
on for years. The project
was funded in part by the
Government of Canada un-
der the previous Canadian
Agricultural  Partnership
- AgriScience Program,
along with support from
Alberta Canola, SaskCano-
la and Manitoba Canola
Growers.

After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name —
but you might not know everything those letters stand for. With over
30 agribusiness locations in Western Canada, including flour and feed
mills, we have the best seed, inputs, marketing and agronomic support

for you. P&H is built to keep your farm business Profitable & Healthy.

FIND YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS AT

6.96"

MAXIMUM ANNUAL RETURN

Market-Linked GICs offer the best of both worlds - a guarantee on your
original investment and a potentially higher return than regular GICs.

Call your local Sunrise branch for more information.
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Myrna Drake

accepting the award on behalf of her late husband Hugh
Drake at the induction ceremony in Winnipeg on July 17.

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

Huh's family at the induction ceremony on July 17. From left are Co-
ralee Rozak, Wes Rozak, Rod Frederick, Danny Drake, Myrna Drake,
Darwin Drake, Darlene Bowden and Brian Bowden (missing).
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Hugh Drake of Elkhorn inducted
into Manitoba Agriculture Hall of Fame

On July 17, Elkhorn’s Hugh Drake was posthumously
inducted into the Manitoba Agriculture Hall of Fame.

The ceremony was held at Exhibition Place at Red Riv-
er Exhibition Park in Winnipeg, with a number of Hugh’s
family attending to accept the induction on his behalf.

Hugh Frederic Drake was born on March 18, 1944 in
Elkhorn, Manitoba and passed away on December 26,
2023. In 1904, Hugh’s grandfather, Frederic moved to a
farm outside Elkhorn where Hugh grew up farming with
his dad. He married Mirna, and today, their two sons
Darwin and Dwayne run a 17,000-acre grain, oilseed and
livestock operation.

Hugh's grandson Danny is the fifth generation on the
Drake farm and operates a forage harvester business as
well as farms with the family. In 2004 the Drake family
celebrated being a century farm, 100 years working to-
gether on the family farm.

Hugh attended Elkhorn High School and dedicated
most of his life to service on various boards within the
agriculture industry in Manitoba. He served on the Elk-
horn Board of MPE for 28 years and became a delegate
for Manitoba Pool Elevators in 1980.

The nineties brought the start of a period of unprec-
edented change to the grain handling industry as well as
to farm input supply dealers. The days of having a grain
elevator in every town to deliver grain and buy fertilizer
and chemical were rapidly coming to an end.

Management and boards of directors were making
tough but necessary decisions to close hundreds of small-
er elevators and build a small number of large inland ter-
minals. This would require substantial trucking for most
producers and many rail line abandonments also caused
further small elevator closures and a massive increase of
heavy traffic on the road infrastructure.

As a member of the board of directors of Manitoba
Pool Elevators, Hugh was often responsible for attend-
ing meetings to deliver welcomed news as well as the
challenges that come in telling local boards that their el-
evators would be closing. Obviously, like most changes,
many people were not happy and possibly apprehensive
of wﬁat the future held for their businesses.

The period of change had only begun in the early nine-
ties and by the mid-nineties it was clear to the board that
with more multi national companies entering Western
Canada and building large facilities, that Manitoba Pool
Elevators must get larger in order to compete. The board
had more tough decisions to make regarding mergers
and acquisition.

Finally, in 1998, Manitoba Pool Elevators merged with
Alberta Wheat Pool to form Agricore. Only one board of
directors would be required and Hugh stayed on when
the new board was formed so the value that both boards
thought that he brought to the table was clear, especially
during the merger negotiations.

The new board was tasked with an additional chal-
lenge in the fall of 1999 when the Grain Services Union
decided to go on strike during negotiations for a new
agreement to replace the existing agreements each previ-
ous company had in place. After months of negotiations
and a month strike, the two sides reached an agreement
in December.

By 2001, more mergers and consolidations were in the
wind. The board decided to merge Agricore with Unit-
ed Grain Growers to form Agricore United. More head
office and board member positions were cut again, but
Hugh was kept on the new board after the company was
formed and became the largest grain handling and farm
supply company in Western Canada.

While at Agricore United, Hugh served on the Human
Resources, Risk Review and Agriculture Policy Commit-
tees and worked to represent farmers during a difficult
takeover. Hugh was also instrumental on the board in
taking the company public. It traded on the TSX under
the symbol “AU,” limited voting common shares, con-
vertible nine per cent debentures and series “A” pre-
ferred shares.

November 2006, the company became the target of

Hugh Drake

takeover bids from Sask Pool and Richard-
son. Archer Daniels Midland were also buy-
ing shares in AU as well. Sask Pool made sev-
eral initial offers which Hugh and the rest of
the board voted against. Intense negotiations
were ongoing for months and in February
2007 the board announced a merger arrange-
ment to form a new publicly traded company
to be known as Richardson Pioneer subject to
shareholder agreement.

In the months that followed, both Sask Pool
and JRI continued raising their bids until
eventually an all cash bid of $20.50 per share
or $1.8 billion total from Sask Pool was accept-
ed when 81 per cent of the voting shares were
tendered including all the ADM shares. This
marked the end of the Agricore United board
and the beginning of the new company Viterra
which would have all Sask Pool management
on their board.

For 14 years Hugh served as a director with
three different grain companies. During this
time Hugh also sat on the Heartland Livestock
board, an amalgamation of Manitoba Pool El-
evators and Saskatchewan Wheat Pool live-
stock markets. While Hugh was on the board
of Heartland Livestock, the board built a new
auction barn at Virden, Manitoba which re-
mains operational today.

Hugh dedicated decades of his life to help-
ing these companies succeed and while doing
so managed a large family farming operation.
Hugh was proud to have the family farm go-
ing into its fifth generation.

In the late 80’s Hugh participated in the pro-
vincial debt review board and played an ac-
tive role assisting farmers in financial crisis. In
1993 Hugh completed the 20th Farm Leaders
course in Winnipeg. This course concentrated
on the grain industry. He also received his

Farm Business Management certificate in 1988 from As-
siniboine Community College, as well as the Manage-
ment of Leadership Program certificate from the Uni-
versity of Calgary in 1999. Hugh received the Institute
of Corporate Director Designation from the Haskayne
School of Business at the University of Calgary in 2005.

In 2008, Hugh became treasurer of the Manitoba Cano-
la Growers Association. He was a member of the board
for six years actively supporting canola research, and
promoting the health benefits of canola oil and the ad-
vantages of canola meal in livestock feed. At the same
time Hugh was a director with the Manitoba Flax Grow-
ers Association (MFGA) for eight years. Hugh was on the
executive committee for most of his time on the MFGA
board, and helped with the amalgamation from MFGA
to the Manitoba Crop Alliance in 2020.

During this time Hugh was also a member of the
Wasagaming Foundation, operator of the Camp Wan-
nakumbac program at the Riding Mountain Conference
Centre in Clear Lake. Hugh was the chairman of the
board. Camp Wannakumbac is supported partially by
donations of corporate entities, and is a place for kids to
make friends, have fun and learn.

Hugh's peers described him as an influential leader,
great listener, and advocate with a calm demeanor. He
was active on a number of boards during trying times in
Manitoba, and worked hard to represent tlzlle best inter-
ests of his organization and farmers. When asked about
his favourite experience serving on these various agricul-
ture boards throughout Manitoba, his response was the
people he and his wife met. The friends they made along
the way and kept in contact with for most of his later
years is what he enjoyed most.
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Canola in full bloom

Sunnette Kamffer captured beautiful photos of canola in full bloom in a field near Moosomin recently.

Sunnette Kamffer Photos
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Biofuel expansion set to grow market for Canadian oilseeds

v Continued from page B13 diesel blend. Renewable diesel does canola oil. Nearly 1.4 million met- Figure
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Positivity on the state of ag financing

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LoCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

With all the challenges facing the pro-
vincial agriculture industry, one might
expect the financing side of things to
be doom and gloom as well. Input and
equipment costs never seem to level out
or decrease, they only follow an upward
trend. Monetary demands 1]il)laced on pro-
ducers seem to squeeze tighter more than
ever.

Trevor Hanley, Director of Business
Banking, Sales, and Advice with Conex-
us Credit Union has a different outlook.
Hanley broke the ice with producers
at the'Ag in Motion event in Langham,
handing out water bottles and hearing
their concerns. Discussion topics includ-
ed interest rates, equipment, land, com-
modity prices, building a solid financial
future, and perhaps the biggest question
of all: succession planning.

Taking a break from keeping people
hydrated, Hanley spoke with Ag News
about his more optimistic outlook and
the overall state of financing in Saskatch-
ewan.

Ihear you were driving in a cart, hand-
ing out some water—has Ag in Motion
inspired a possible career change to the
H?0 industry?

Not exactly! It's something we’ve been
doing now for a couple of years as part
of our presence here at Ag in Motion. It
is fun to get out and meet lots of people,
hand out some water, and this week,
1’\«:le’re very popular with it because it's

ot!

That’s a great way to start off a con-
versation—a nice icebreaker, one would
say! So what are some of the things
you’ve been hearing from producers
during Ag in Motion?

For the most part, producers are opti-
mistic about what's in the field. There’s a
little bit of concern over some of the heat
in pockets where they haven’t quite had
the same amount of moisture, so a little
bit of risk of burn off and that kind of
thing. But for the most part, people are
happy to be here. They're excited about
what’s in the field, they're excited about
the industry, and good things are hap-
pening.

I suppose folks are maybe a little hur-
ried because there might be the possi-
bility of an early harvest with all that
rain we had earlier.

Potentially in some areas, I would say.
Leading up to the last couple of weeks,
lots of people were talking about how we
need some heat. There’s Iots of moisture
in the ground, but the crops weren’t may-
be as far along as they should be or folks
were a little bit later getting it in because
they had so much rain and couldn’t fin-
ish. It might be a little bit more spread in
terms of harvest this year.

It seems to me like producers are fac-
ing more challenges now than ever. But
you describe the current financial state
as ‘optimistic’. Could you expand on
that?
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Conexus employees Leanne Rushton and Trevor Hanley provide wa-
ter and discuss finances with ag producers at Ag in Motion.

For the most part, the concerns that
farmers are facing or the issues that farm-
ers are facing today aren’t necessarily
new. The tried and true commodity pric-
es, and we’ve had some good years with
commodity prices, certainly cattle prices
are doing well. So it’s just how produc-
ers are so resilient. They tend to look for
opportunities to maximize what they’re
doing, and in spite of the challenges tﬁey
find a way through.

Credit unions have a long history in
this province, especially during those
really trying times like the Great De-
pression. It seems similar to the gamble
producers themselves face every year,
with the only sure things being a few
inches of topsoil and the fact that it rains
sometimes. Is that spirit in credit unions
still strong?

One hundred per cent. One of the
things I can say about Conexus, our pur-
pose is to champion every member’s suc-
cess for a thriving Saskatchewan—that’s
what it’s all about. We stand by our mem-
bers, we do our best to support them
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through the good times and maybe the
not so great times. The credit unions were
set up just to do that, to support the local
guy and help grow communities. We're
very proud to be a part of that.

Conexus is also behind the Cultivator
incubator and supports ag in Saskatch-
ewan through the Ag Tech Accelerator.
Some exciting things happening in ag
tech, too!

It's something that is exciting. It's a lit-
tle bit new and it sure garnered a lot of at-
tention. Some of the conversations I was
having yesterday with folks, they maybe
come in to have a little bit of a chat, but
once they hear that we're involved in Ag
Tech and the Cultivator, there’s lots of
questions and lots of interest in it.

Our ag tech Cultivator folks, they run
these 24—%10ur startups. It is just amazing.
They bring ideas, innovators, founders,
marketeers, researchers, programmers all
together, and in 24 hours, you start with
an idea and you end up with a minimum
viable product. It's absolutely amazing.
And then they pitch these ideas, and it’s
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substantiated with market research and
data and they’ve got a working template.
It’'s amazing what can be done.

It sounds like the content of a reality
TV show!

You're right, it sure does! Play in the
grey, that’s what it’s all about!

Seems to me like it’s just such a big
launch pad to illustrate how important
Saskatchewan is on a global scale, too.

Absolutely. It's amazing the things that
get started in little old Saskatchewan
that end up impacting the whole world.
Producers are also seeing more outside
interest in the ag sector than ever before,
especially as it relates to ag tech. Cultiva-
tor powered by Conexus is the first credit
union-led business incubator in Canada,
supporting the province through the Ag
Tech Accelerator, and that brings agricul-
ture and tech together. The ultimate goal
is to accelerate the growth in Canadian
ag tech startups to build and solve global
problems.

Do you think that has a part to play
with Conexus’ connection, the fact that
you can have the ability to shift and tai-
lor to specific needs?

We do strive to tailor our ag-specific fi-
nancial solutions for the reality of being a
producer in Saskatchewan. We pride our-
selves on having good, robust, in-depth
conversations to understand the unique
issues of every operation and look to pro-
vide service and advice to suit individual
members. We certainly do our best to
support everyone.

I notice a lot of producers are aging
out, and it brings about a lot of ques-
tions on succession planning. Is that
something that you're seeing more often
now, those succession conversations?

Succession has been a hot topic for at
least the last decade, and probably even
longer than that. I want to say that it con-
tinues to ramp up in terms of conversa-
tions, but it’s just a hot topic. There’s lots
of conversation around it. There’s lots of
planning that needs to happen. There’s
lots of information that needs to be shared
with both the exiting generation and the
entering generation. It's presenting a lot
of opportunities for both. It's something
we talked to a lot of our members about,
and it’s going to continue to be a hot topic
for the foreseeable future.

I think that’s how most newer produc-
ers get into taking the reins. It's very dif-
ficult to just decide one day, ‘I'm going
to be a farmer and spend $5 million to
make a million.”

When I talk about the unique circum-
stances of every operation, that is cer-
tainly a great example of it. We work with
farmers that are in kind of the twilight
years of their farm production and we
work with lots that are just getting roll-
ing, and everybody in between. Every cir-
cumstance is unique and we try and do
our best to tailor our solution and advice
to their specific circumstance.
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Here's a snapshot of the benefits potash mines
bring to communities.
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