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KARI’S KLOSET
FASHIONS FOR ALL WOMEN

Shop with Kari on her FRIDAY LIVE
every week at 9:30 AM 

FRIDAYS on her FACEBOOK page.
karisklosetonline.com

Main St. | Moosomin, SK | 306.435.2738 | Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

SANTA’S GONE SANTA’S GONE 
THE SALES ARE ON!THE SALES ARE ON!

FALL & WINTER STOCK MUST FALL & WINTER STOCK MUST GOGO 
TO MAKE ROOM FOR THE NEW ARRIVALS

ALL SALES ARE FINALALL SALES ARE FINAL
NEW MARKDOWNSNEW MARKDOWNS EVERY WEEK! EVERY WEEK!

SAVE 30-50SAVE 30-50%%

Some scenes from 
the last Winter Won-
derland at Moosomin 
Regional Park, includ-
ing sleigh rides, en-
joying a hot dog, dog 
sleds, and sledding.

Winter Wonderland February 2
Winter event set for Moosomin Regional Park

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
A popular winter event is back at Moo-

somin & District Regional Park, embrac-
ing the winter season and inviting people 
to check out the park for some frosty fun. 

Winter Wonderland is slated for Sunday, 
Feb. 2, and has activities for everyone in-

sleds, and refreshments.
“A lot of people think it’s a place to go 

in the summer, and it’s nice to showcase 

what it can offer in the wintertime,” said 
Moosomin & District Regional Park com-
mittee member Karen Hebert.

There are a few changes this year, in-
cluding the spot at the park where the 
event takes place and tickets will be sold.

“We’re changing the location,” Hebert 

meet will be at the marina.

Continued on page 5
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Glasser’s TV Service
Moosomin, SK   |   (306) 435-3040   |   www.glasserstv.com   |   www.facebook.com/glasserstv

Most models of wood stoves

Dura VentDura Vent Chimneys
for wood and gas

appliances
Contact Glasser’s TV Service 

for pricing

PLEASE CALL FOR A 
CONSULTATION

306-435-3040

WE DO SECURITY INSTALLS FOR

HOME FARM COMMERCIAL

SALE ON IN STOCK
Blaze King wood stoves & 

Duravent chimneys
November 1, 2024 - November 31, 2024

Already have a wood stove?Already have a wood stove?
Who professionally cleans your chimney?

Installers and Inspectors.

Call for an appointment today!
*Many insurance companies require WETT Inspections 
before you can get insurance
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August Long Weekend 2025 • Moosomin Regional Park

Fireworks shows on Saturday, August 2nd and Sunday, August 3rd

Bands both nights   •   Food trucks   •   Market
For more information or to book a spot in the market call Kyle Jeannot at 306-434-9112

8:1C

Fireworks Competition is BACK!

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
The latest round of Community Ini-

tiative Fund allocations have been an-
nounced, with a total of 58 communities 
receiving a share of just over $2.9 million. 

from the funding, the Moosomin Family 
Resource Centre with $30,000 and Play-
Fair Daycare, who received $10,000. The 
Town of Wapella also received $7,836, and 
the Southeast Regional Library in Redvers 
was given $600.

“For several, especially smaller orga-
nizations and smaller communities, they 
rely a lot on our funding, just because they 
don’t always have access to other sources 
like you might in a larger city,” said Tracey 
Mann, Executive Director with CIF. “We 
do really try and get as many dollars as 
we can out to those rural communities be-
cause we know it is more challenging for 
them.”

There are two community grants per 
year, plus a summer grant also avail-
able through the CIF. This recent round 
of funds was distributed in December. 
Through the Community Grant Program, 
CIF was able to approve 165 grants in De-
cember, 2024, focussed on the wellbeing of 
children, youth, families, and communi-
ties. Fostering healthy lifestyles, resources 
to nurture supportive environments, and 
promoting positive mental health are a 
few things considered for the grants.

“I would say a lot of communities are 
certainly aware of the Community Initia-
tive Fund and the grants that we offer,” 
said Mann. “We provide approximately 
500 to 550 grants per year, so lots of orga-
nizations are certainly aware of us.”

Another factor that might bolster the 
CIF’s popularity is a recent increase to 
maximum funding dollars.

“We’ve just actually increased the Com-
munity Grant Program maximum to 

$35,000 so that will come into effect for 
the April 1 deadline,” said Mann. “We’ve 
also increased the Summer Grant Program 
from $6,000 to $7,500. We know organiza-
tions are struggling out there, and if we 
have the capacity to be able to provide 
a few extra dollars, then hopefully that 
helps out.”

The CIF was created in 1996 through the 
Saskatchewan Lotteries and Gaming Cor-
poration Act and is managed by a govern-
ment-appointed board of volunteers. The 
special purpose fund receives a portion 

Moose Jaw.

Grants keep MFRC
going strong

Sheryl Willms-Bromm is the Program 
Co-ordinator at MFRC, and says it’s pretty 
exciting to be a recipient and have such a 
strong relationship with the CIF.

“I apply for both annual grants every 

year, so they’re both maxed out at $30,000 
and I’ve been really fortunate that I’ve got-
ten both,” she said. “They’re a huge sup-
porter of the centre, which is wonderful! 
It covers programming costs, but a big 
chunk is our overhead and staff wages 

everything is fundraising, donations or 
grants.”

This round of funding will be devoted 
to three programs the MFRC offers, begin-
ning with Alphabet Soup, which promotes 
early literacy and language. The popular 

which Willms-Bromm says are a real hit 
with kids.

“We’re about a year in with that pro-
gram, and it’s really popular,” she said.

Finally, the Diverse Learners program— 
which is for children with special needs— 

Continued on page 8

Local community groups receive share of $2.9M CIF grants
Kids having fun at Wapella’s after school kids program.The Moosomin Kids after school program.

Nicole Taylor photos
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Coming soon!

Amy K. Hudacek  REALTOR®

- WHERE POTASH, WHEAT AND OIL MEET

SCAN ME FOR A FULL LIST OF 50+ OPPORTUNITIES TO OWN.

PROSPERITY CREEK ACREAGE
ROCANVILLE RM #151, SK

10.02 acres - MLS®# SK980005

$505,000$505,000

MOOSE MTN VIEW ACREAGE
CARLYLE RM # 63, SK

27.98 acres - MLS®# SK990270

$575,000$575,000

807 ELSINORE STREET
WHITEWOOD, SK

1440 sqft - MLS®# SK984696

$199,000$199,000

NORTH 637 ACREAGE
FERTILE BELT RM #183, SK

79.9 acres - MLS®# SK981618

$749,000$749,000

SPREIMER ARENA ACREAGE
MARTIN RM #122, SK

20.01 acres - MLS®# SK981918

NEW $610,000$610,000

HOLARS HAVEN ACREAGE
SPY HILL RM #152, SK

15.09 acres - MLS®# SK938546

$773,000$773,000

219 4TH AVENUE
WHITEWOOD, SK

1092 sqft - MLS®# SK981049

$207,000$207,000

307 B CURRIE AVENUE
ROUND LAKE, SK

7192 sqft - MLS®# SK965497

$599,988$599,988

THE FRENCH RANCH
BROCK RM NO. 64, SK

159.47 acres - MLS®# SK986852

$2,200,000$2,200,000

GRAYSON RM #184, SK
3x shops 

5 km south of Dubuc
24.34  acres - MLS®# SK965919

$349,998$349,998

AT WEST END, Waterfronts
No timeline to build - Well included in sale price - Natural gas - Power on 

OR
NOW OFFERING IN-HOUSE FINANCING WITH DOWN

NEW Playground Gazebo Pickle Ball Soccer FieldComing soon!

Call/Text 306-740-6100
    amyk.inrealestate      amykhudy@icloud.com

WAS $217,999 WAS $215,000
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Eagle Ridge Dog Sleds
10 am - 4 pm
$20/ride

5 AND UNDER FREE

Sleigh Rides
1-4 pm

$10/ride
5 AND UNDER FREE

Hot Dogs & 
Hot Chocolate

$5

PLEASE BRING CASH
As we dont have tap

Fishing Derby
11 am - 2 pm

Registration starts 
at 10 am

One Hole: $20
Two Holes: $30

Moosomin Regional ParkMoosomin Regional Park
LLOCATEDOCATED ATAT THETHE M MARINAARINA AREAAREA

SUNDAYSUNDAY
FEBRuary 2FEBRuary 2ndnd

20252025

Continued from front
“Normally, we had it at the south end of the 

park, but we couldn’t accommodate the parking 
there, so we’re having it just north of where the 
park store is, where the Marina is, and we’re go-
ing to clear out a larger area for parking there.”

Based on the popularity of the event in the 
past, organizers are looking to the new location 
as a place that can accommodate further growth. 

“The last one we had was around 300 people, 
so we’re hoping for a few more,” Hebert said. 
“That’s why we had to change the location, be-
cause we couldn’t accommodate the parking on 
the road. We needed a larger area for the park-
ing.”

The cash-only event is also an affordable way 
for the whole family to enjoy the park as kids 

Dog Sleds will be offering rides from 10 am to 
4 pm for $20 per ride; sleigh rides will be held 

runs from 11 am to 2 pm. The cost is $20 per hole 
or two holes for $30. Hot dogs and hot chocolate 
are also available for $5 each.

“The last one that we did, we had to show 
some people how to roast a hot dog over an 

that experience before!”
Money raised from the event goes back into 

the park to cover expenses, but it also serves as 
a showcase to people from outside the region as 

has to offer. 
“There are lots of people that come 

to this in the winter time that I’ve 
never seen at the park in the sum-
mertime,” Hebert said.

Winter Wonderland February 2
Winter event set for Moosomin Regional Park

Scenes from the last Winter Wonderland at Moosomin Regional Park, including: hockey on the lake, above left,
and skating, above right, chopping wood, below left and roasting hot dogs, below right. 
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SH   E
CLEARANCE SALE

New Year

CELEBRATING THE NEW YEAR WITH HUGE SAVINGS ON

IN STOCK FOOTWEAR!

WORKBOOTS 
UP TO

50% OFF!50% OFF!

a pairCLEARANCE SHOES
STARTING AT $10

ALL WINTER BOOTS ARE
30% TO 50% OFF!!!

ALL SKECHERS ARE 
BUY ONE PAIR GET 

THE SECOND PAIR AT 

50% OFF!! 50% OFF!! 

ONLY FOR A LIMITED TIME!

CLEAROUT

MSE JANUARY

Clothing
ALL IN STORE CLOTHING IS BUY 2 ITEMS 
AT REGULAR PRICE, GET A THIRD FREE!

Includes clothing for men, women and children 

Excludes Socks, Hats, Toques, Mitts, Blankets

Hoodies

T-Shirts

Tank Tops

Pants

Leggings

Shorts

Sports Bras

Swimwear

Winter Jackets

Ski pants

Spring Jackets

Rain Coats

From all our top brands including

and more...
903 South Front Street - Moosomin, SK   •  306-435-1777 - moosominse@gmail.com

Hours: Monday to Friday: 10 am - 6 pm - Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm - Sunday closed

Moosomin leads growth in region
Saskatchewan Health Covered Popula-

tion numbers for 2024 show continued 
growth in southeast Saskatchewan, with 
the community of Moosomin leading the 
way in growth across the region.

The number of active Saskatchewan 
health cards in the Moosomin Region is 

17,500 in 2024, up 701 or 4.17 per cent from 
the total of 16,799 in 2012, according to 
Saskatchewan Health.

Moosomin has showed the most growth 
in health card numbers over that period, 
growing from 2,961 to 3,324, an increase of 
363 people or 12.25 per cent.

The other larger communities in the re-
gion all showed some growth as well, ac-
cording to the Saskatchewan Health num-
bers.

Esterhazy grew by 80 or 2.65 per cent 
from 3,013 to 3,093 since 2012, Redvers 
grew by 34 or 2.51 per cent, from 1,354 to 

1,388, and Kipling grew by 84 or 6.56 per 
cent, from 1,279 to 1,363.

Moosomin Mayor Murray Gray said he 
is not surprised to see the latest Covered 
Population numbers from Saskatchewan 
Health.

Continued on Page 9

Kevin Weedmark captured this photo of frosty trees and the water tower in Moosomin recently.
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STARS thanked with donation at wedding
After they saved her life in 2014, Jillian Easton invites STARS to

her wedding and makes donation on behalf of her family and guests
BY KARA KINNA

Ten years after they saved her life and airlifted her 
to the Regina General Hospital, Rocanville bride Jillian 
Easton made a point of inviting STARS air ambulance 
to her wedding on August 17, 2024 and making a dona-
tion to them and publicly thanking them for saving her 
life.

“On June 25, 2014 I was involved in a very serious 

Moosomin to Regina,” says Jillian.
Jillian was hit by a semi on the Trans-Canada High-

way at Moosomin, and says her injuries were so severe 
that her doctors did not know if she would recover.

“If it wasn’t for STARS, I would not have had the 
medical attention I needed and the quick service and 
getting me from point A to point B, and if it was not for 
them I would not be here today,” she says.

“My doctors, they said that anybody that has come 
through those doors in that type of accident and those 
injuries—they have never seen anybody either come 
out alive or  have a complete recovery.”

Jillian was in a coma when STARS picked her up and 

wanted to do something to thank STARS for saving her 
life.

“When I was going through our wedding planning 
process, I wanted our wedding to be ours, and I wanted 
it to be unique and be about us, so I was a bit of a bride-
zilla,” she says. “I knew not many of our guests knew 
that I was in a very serious motor vehicle accident. And 
so I always wanted to give back to STARS and to just 
say thank you for saving my life, I wouldn’t be here 
without you.”

The wedding took place at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in New Finland, Sask, and the reception took 
place at the Nutrien Rocanville Community Hall in 
Rocanville.

“I am a STARS VIP, so we’ve done a few photoshoots 
for STARS and promotions and advertisements, but I 
just didn’t think that was enough and so I wanted to in-
clude them in our wedding because it was a huge part 
of my life and I wanted to donate,” says Jillian. “So we 
did our party favors. Instead of traditional wedding fa-
vors, we made a $1,200 donation to STARS on behalf of 
all our guests.

“I donated under $1,000 not long after the accident 
in 2014 to STARS. I knew that I wanted to donate over 
$1,000 to get my/our name on a STARS ‘big cheque’ 
that hangs at the STARS base in Regina. That also in-

spired me to work towards contributing a larger dona-
tion to STARS with our wedding party favours, instead 
of having traditional ones.”

Jillian said it felt good to be able to give back to STARS 
at her wedding.

“It felt incredible. It felt like a little lump sum because 
they saved my life and I wouldn’t be here without 
them, but it felt huge that we were able to do that.

Continued on Page 13 

Jillian Easton and her family making a donation to STARS at her wedding. From left are bride 
Jillian Easton holding her son Kruz Kuzek with her son Juke Lewis in front, groom Eric Kuzek, and 
at far right Darren Entner with STARS.
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Southern Charm with the Carolinas 
West Virginia, Virginia, Georgia, & Tennessee

March 15th - 24th, 2025 

Memorial Quilting Tour
April 6th - 14th, 2025  

Beautiful Victoria, Seattle with  
Mariners vs Blue Jays game

May 3rd - 14th, 2025 

Alaska Yukon Motorcoach with  
7 Day Alaskan Cruise
June 12th - 29th, 2025 

 
2025 Churchill  

Belugas, Polar Bears & More

August 24th - 30th, 2025

Deadwood Tour
August 31st - September 5th, 2025 

Maritimes/Newfoundland
 September 13th- October 4th, 2025

October 13th - 30th, 2025

Kick Off to Christmas  

November 4th - 19th, 2025

All tours are professionally Hosted & include most 
gratuities for the Hosts, Driver and Local Expert Guides.     

https://lobsticktravel.squarespace.com         
Come live your dreams with us!

obstick Travel & Tours
Call 306-763-7417 or

-800-665-0171  Toll Free
2024 TOURS

a at: dbayda@lobsticktravel.com or 
info@lobsticktravel.com

us at:

Lobstick Travel & Tours
Call 306-763-7417 or

1-800-665-0171  Toll Free
2024 TOURS

ail Dana at: dbayda@lobsticktravel.com or 
info@lobsticktravel.com

Email us at:
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Plain and Valley is published by McKay Publications 
Ltd., Box 250, 714 Main Street, Moosomin SK S0G 
3N0.

Plain and Valley is delivered to post office boxes 
across Southeast Saskatchewan and southwest Mani-
toba.

Canada Post Customer Number 2116693.
Canada Post Contract Number 40011909.

Canada Post employees: As a community newspa-

per, Plain and Valley can be delivered into all post of-

fice boxes, not just those that have opted to receive 

flyers in the Consumers’ Choice program.

Contact us
At Plain and Valley, we want to hear from you! Email 

world_spectator@sasktel.net, call (306) 435-2445, fax 
(306) 435-3969, or write to us at Box 250, Moosomin, 
Sask, S0G 3N0.

Advertising options
Plain and Valley reaches households across southeast 

Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba. We also offer 
classified and display advertising in the weekly World-
Spectator, career and classified advertising across Sas-
katchewan, and blanket classified advertising across 
Canada.

Printing services
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grams and event programs, to vinyl banners, coroplast 
signs and ACM signs, we can print it all!
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www.plainandvalley.com 
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“It’s not a designated program, it’s a 

program that parents call in for and if 
they want to book time, because it can be 
really overwhelming here with sounds 
and stuff,” explained Willms-Bromm. 
“So I have a shelf designated with specif-
ic sensory toys that come out for those.”

The MFRC is a place bustling with ac-
tivity once again with attendance mak-
ing a sharp climb since the pandemic.

“Covid shut us down, obviously, but 
ever since we’ve reopened, we cycle 
through parents,” Willms-Bromm said. 
“They start with our baby program, 
move to our toddler programs, and then 
their kids age out or can’t come, so then 
they come to our after-school programs, 
and then by that time, we have more new 
babies! There’s days where my Time for 
Baby program, I have upwards of 25 kids 
with parents, and then some days are re-
ally slow. It just depends on the day.”

Playfair Daycare
receives $10,000

For the Playfair Daycare, $10,000 will 
go a long way for art supplies, wages, 
food, and materials.

“It’s from December, so it’s already 
started,” said Terri Lowe of the funding 
dollars. “And then it goes until the end 
of the school year, so it will go until June 
‘25 I do believe.”

-
plied for funding through CIF, and Lowe 
says they plan to submit future applica-
tions for other programs Playfair Day-
care offers.

“We do have a program after school 
for the school age kids,” she said, noting 
that there are around 20 that participate 
in the program. 

“It’s kind of nice, too, because they’re 
all different ages or different classes, so 
this way, they’re interacting with each 
other when normally they may not,” 
Lowe explained.

Boost to Wapella’s
after school program

In Wapella, the Town will devote the 
$7,836 they received to the after-school 
program that runs from 3:30-5:30 on 
weekday afternoons.

“We’ve transformed the old Town Hall 
upstairs, which used to be the dance hall, 
into what we call The Loft,” explained 
Town of Wapella Administrator Daphne 

Brady.
The Loft is furnished with games, 

books, ample seating, and snacks.
“With this program, we’re able to buy 

all kinds of craft supplies,” Brady said, 
noting that some of the science-themed 
activities proved quite popular. “The 
kids love making little geode stones and 
then breaking them apart after.”

The time together also strengthens 
community bonds between those young 
people who attend The Loft. 

“Lots of times, we see kids making 
friendship bracelets for each other, play-
ing a game in the corner together, and 
just everybody getting along and play-
ing games and having fun,” Brady ob-
served.

The funding also covers wages for the 
program co-ordinator at The Loft, plus 
extra materials for Tuesday night yoga 
sessions and upcoming paint nights.

goes to pay for her wages and supplies, 
too,” Brady said. “We used to just do it 
for the kids—the after school program 
used to just be for the kids—but this 
year, we opened it up and tried to in-
clude more—more ages, more abilities, 
more everything, so that everybody gets 
out during the winter.”

Seniors’ sessions
in Redvers

Building on a popular program from 
last year, the Southeast Regional Library 
in Redvers will once again offer informa-
tion sessions for seniors.

“I began it last year, we did a 12-week 
session where every week there was a 
different theme for seniors in the com-
munity to come to,” explained Branch 
Librarian, Katy Soroka. “This year, I’m 
doing the same, but it will be once a 
month instead, and I worked with the 

worked best for them.”
On the last Thursday of each month, a 

different topic will be featured at the li-
brary, with the majority of the $600 fund-

ing being used to provide free transit to 
the library with the handivan. Other as-
sociated costs include possible facilitator 
fees, and general supplies such as print-
ed handouts.

“Last year, the RCMP came and talked 
about scams,” Soroka said. “I would like 
to reach out to them to see if they’d be 
interested in doing that again. I have the 
Redvers EMS coming this month to talk 
about safety at home.”

Other topics include nutrition, chair 
yoga, and legal advice.

“Lots of questions had come up in the 
past about making wills and estates, re-

said.

Local community groups receive share of $2.9M CIF grants

Above and below: Children and parents at the Moosomin Family Resource Centre for a Happy New Year 
party on Friday. The MFRC was one of the recipients of a CIF grant.
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∙ Registered Savings

∙ Term Deposits

∙ Wealth Management

Get started at 

fusioncu.com

Investment solutions  

for where you  

want to go.

Your future  
starts now.

Continued from Page 6
“Moosomin has been 

growing steadily and the 
projections are that we’re 
going to continue to grow 
steadily,” he said. “With 
what we have for infra-
structure we can grow at 
this pace and handle it. It’s 
great to see. It’s what we’re 
working toward with eco-
nomic development. 

“The job market is good 
here, and that attracts peo-
ple, and that attracts the 
growth. For us to have a 
campaign on now to add 
housing units to comple-
ment the jobs, we’re in a 
good spot.”

He said Moosomin has 
put a focus on growth for 
the last few years.

“Forming the economic 
development joint fund-
ing agreement, working 
together, the collaboration 
with the RM and the CBA, 
I think is unique and creat-
ing a lot of successes. And 
I think when you can add 
services, businesses and 
jobs, you can add popula-
tion. And I think paying 
attention to that has cer-
tainly paid off, and I think 
that has probably been the 
biggest difference if you 
look at us in comparison to 
some other communities.

“I think we continue to 
do what we are doing and 
working together and I 
think the sky is the limit. I 
think we are doing things 
the way you need to do 
them if you want to grow, 
and if we continue on that 
path there’s no reason we 
won’t continue to grow at 
the pace we are.”

Gray says that growth 
creates some challenges for 
the town, but those chal-
lenges are not insurmount-
able.

“Housing is one,” he 

pressure on your rec facili-
ties, on your hospital, and 
on things you don’t even 
think of like not enough 

“So the growth creates 
some challenges, but we 
can adapt and add what 
we need to add.”

He says he’s not sur-
prised by the area’s growth.

“I’m not surprised that 
it’s continuing to grow. 
I’m always surprised at 
the gap in this number in 
comparison to what they 
count in the census and I 
don’t understand why that 
gap is there. But no I’m not 
surprised by it. It’s good 
to see when you are work-
ing hard on trying to grow 
your community. If that 
number was going down 
I think it would be disap-
pointing, but I’m certainly 
not shocked to see that we 
have an increase in popula-
tion again which is good to 
see.”

Gray points out that 
thanks to the federal hous-
ing accelerator fund, Moo-
somin has more housing 
units in production right 
now.

“There are 33 hous-
ing units that are going to 

months, so we are getting 

initial doors under that 
program,” he says.

“I think that will help 
with people who want to 
move to town. I think it’s 
going to take a little bit of 
heat off of how tough it is 

sure there are people who 
have looked at moving here 
and got a job at the potash 
mine or IJACK or got a job 

in one of the industries in 
the area that didn’t move 
here because they couldn’t 

I think that’s going to help 
with that for sure.”

He says he would not 
be surprised to see more 
growth or higher growth in 
the years ahead.

“It actually might see 
even a larger bump than 
we’ve had,” he says. “If 
you look at adding 22 peo-
ple a year, that’s certainly 
sustainable and maybe we 

year.
“It’s good news. I like 

to have good news. Good 
news is a lot more fun to 
deal with than bad news.”

Saskatchewan’s popula-
tion has topped 1,246,000 

to the latest quarterly pop-
ulation estimates released 
by Statistics Canada.

Moosomin leads
growth in region

Southeast Teddy Bears Anonymous online auction raises $7,000 
BY ASHLEY BOCHEK

Linda Machniak and Donna Stanhope 

ever Teddy Bears Anonymous chapter and 
held an online auction that raised $7,000 
for teddy bears to help children in hospi-
tals and in ambulances across the prov-
ince.

Machniak says she has always support-
ed Teddy Bears Anonymous and helped 
deliver teddy bears to the Southeast Inte-
grated Care Centre in Moosomin.

“I have always wanted to volunteer with 
Teddy Bears Anonymous, and a year and 
a half ago I helped bring out three cases of 
teddy bears to Moosomin Hospital when 
I was in Regina and I just wanted to help 
more,” she says. “So, I asked Donna to 
help and we decided to do an online auc-
tion to help.”

Stanhope says she got involved because 
of her love for children. 

“I just really love kids and I think it is so 
scary for them to have to go into the hos-
pital and this is just a way for them to feel 
comfort.”

The Teddy Bears
Machniak says the bears are factory 

sealed to be delivered to the children in 
hospitals. 

“These bears come sealed from the fac-
tory so they’re sterile and the kids can take 
them right into surgery with them, and 
they can’t take anything else in. The teddy 
bears are in the ambulances and hospitals. 
Teddy Bears Anonymous is a registered 
provincial children’s charity, and there is 
a connection to the Jim Pattison Children’s 
Hospital in Saskatoon. 

“The bears are also in police cars in the 
cities because when the police go to do-
mestic violence calls the little kids are trau-

matized so the police can give them these 

have them in the cities as well. That is part 
of the reason why I wanted to get involved 
because we get the bears out here in our 
hospitals and ambulances like Esterhazy, 
Yorkton, and Moosomin, but the cities 
supply them all and I thought it would be 
nice if we gave back for our area.” 

Stanhope adds, “We just wanted to give 
recognition to this charity too because 
there are lots of people who still don’t 
know about it.” 

“The $7,000 we raised will supply 1,400 
-

plained.

Annual fundraiser in
Southeast Saskatchewan

Machniak says she hopes to do a similar 

something different rather than an online 
auction with all handmade or homemade 

-
thing different. I have an idea.”

Overwhelmed
by local support 

Stanhope says she is thankful for the lo-
cal support from surrounding communi-
ties. 

“It was really overwhelming to see the 
amount of people in the area donate their 
items for the online auction.

“We didn’t even realize the amount of 
talent in our area with homemade items. 
We had all kinds of paintings and prints, 
quilts, wood carvings, food, and dream-
catchers from a little 10-year-old girl from 
Wapella.

Continued on page 17 

Ashley Bochek photo

Donna Stanhope and Linda Machniak with the $7,000 raised from
the Southeast Rural Teddy Bears Anonymous online auction.



BY ASHLEY BOCHEK

Luke Lawrence, the 
founder and President of 
Teddy Bears Anonymous, 
says he is overwhelmed by 
the support for the South-
east Rural Teddy Bears 
Anonymous online auc-
tion. 

Linda Machniak and 
Donna Stanhope of Rocan-
ville organized Southeast 

ever Teddy Bears Anony-
mous fundraiser to sup-
port the provincial charity. 

Lawrence explains his 
personal reason for found-
ing Teddy Bears Anony-
mous.  

“My daughter passed 
away to a hereditary form 
of gastric cancer in 2007. 
My wife predeceased her, 
passing away from the 
same form of cancer. That 
is what Teddy Bears Anon-
ymous is founded on. The 
charity is in memory of my 
daughter, Erin Lawrence.”

Lawrence says the char-
ity has grown over the 
years. 

“It has grown into a pro-
vincial charity. We are pret-
ty well all over the place. 
On our website it lists we 
have 22 hospitals and 15 
EMS services participat-
ing in Saskatchewan in the 
Teddy Bear children’s pro-
gram right now.”

Teddy Bears
symbolize
hope for
hospitalized
children

Lawrence explains the 
teddy bears’ purpose is to 
help sick children in the 
hospital. 

“Sick children are always 
a sensitive thing for most 
people because you can’t 
protect them from diseases. 
Our bears are exactly that. 
They’re in hospitals and 
EMS, so our bears are SHA 
approved. It is a special ap-
plication and it is dear to 
our hearts. They are cello 
sealed and sterile, we or-
der them directly from the 
factory so the children can 
keep them in surgery with 
them. 

“We’re really targeting 
the EMS right now. We 
pretty well have the hos-
pitals blanketed. We have 
Saskatoon and Regina as 
our two hubs in the prov-
ince, but we would like to 
get more bears out to the 
rural EMS because children 
are transported to pediat-
rics and it is nice to give 
them a bear sometimes be-
cause it is quite a journey.”

17 years of
Teddy Bears 
Anonymous

Lawrence says the char-
ity continues to grow each 
year. 

“We are into our 17th 
year because it is now 2025 
and 205,000 kids have re-
ceived our bears so far. 
That number keeps getting 
bigger. 

“Every time we order a 
bear from the factory we 
can increase that number 

by 15,000-20,000 and we 
ordered two shipments of 
bears last year because the 
demand was skyrocketing. 
There was the pandemic, 

mand for what we do.”
He says their goal is to 

have teddy bears accessible 
for all EMS services.

“We haven’t even got all 
the EMS on the program, I 
believe there are 250 in the 
province, there is a lot and 
we only have a fraction of 
them so our goal is to reach 
out to as many of them as 
we can. 

“Right now, the money 
for them is being funded 
provincially from compa-
nies, personal donations, 
we don’t get a lot of out-of-
province donations so we 
keep the money where it 
comes from—in the prov-
ince.”

Overwhelmed by 
support 

Lawrence says he is sur-
prised by the amount of 

east Rural Teddy Bears 
Anonymous online auc-
tion.

“It is overwhelming. 
We were shocked with the 
numbers from the South-
east Saskatchewan Teddy 
Bears Anonymous this 
year.

“Teddy Bears Anony-
mous has a personal con-
nection to the Rocanville 
area and the Southeast 
Integrated Care Centre in 

rural hospital on the Teddy 
Bears sick children pro-
gram and the third hospi-
tal in the province to come 
online, so it’s special. 

“I was told by a parent, 
‘To many it is just a bear, 
but to a sick child it is so 
much more than that. It is a 
hand to hold in the middle 
of the night while you’re 
being rolled into surgery, 
a warm hug when you fall 
asleep in an OR, it is a soft 
touch when you wake up 
feeling anything but your-
self, it is a friend that never 
lets you down it shows up, 
it is hope, it is love, it is so 
much more than a bear’ 
and that is true, and that is 

one of the parents that sent 
us that quote. It sums it up. 

“It is a scary thing for 
children because mom and 
dad can’t go into surgery, 
but these teddy bears will 
go anywhere in the hos-
pital whether it be diag-
nostic testing, pediatrics, 
children’s ward, and emer-
gency services. We try to 
blanket all areas, diagnos-
tic testing, MRI, and CT. It 
is a scary thing for kids for 
sure.”

Lawrence says he is 
thankful for the donations 
toward the Southeast Rural 
Teddy Bears Anonymous 
charity.

Continued on Page 11
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1209 RICHMOND AVE.
BRANDON, MB, R7A 1M5

TERRI COSENS
204-748-7699

CHRIS LOW
204-573-5699

NW 34-9-25 W, VIRDEN, MB
MLS 202500720 

4 BEDROOMS, 4 BATHROOMS

$829,900

RE/MAX VALLEYVIEW REALTY

• Spring-fed pond with fire pit area
• 2 km of walking trails
• 4-season sunroom with hot tub 
• 3-season screened room
• Walk-out basement with in-floor heat

• 24.29 ac
• 4400+ sq ft      

bungalow
• Shop 
• Paved drive

Charity founder happy with online auction
Teddy Bears Anonymous founder and president Luke Lawrence says
Southeast Rural Teddy Bears Anonymous support is overwhelming 

Erin Lawrence
Daughter of Luke Lawrence, the founder 

and president of Teddy Bears Anonymous
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FEB 5, 2025
Oak Lake, Manitoba

REGIONALREGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Kyle Ryan Denture Clinic
W E S T M A N ’ S  P R E M I E R  D E N T U R E  C L I N I C

Celebrating 15 years in Brandon

Unit D – 541 8th Street, Brandon, MB  | www.brandondentures.com

204-728-4435
Kyle Ryan

LD, DD Denturist

Spreading Smiles 
throughout  
Manitoba

FULL SERVICE DENTURE CL INIC

• DENTURIST • • LAW •

Serving the Estevan, Carlyle and Moosomin Areas

 306-634-6334    bridgeslaw.ca

Specializing in:
• Residential and 

Commercial 
Real Estate

• Business Law
• Oil and Gas

• Wills and Estates
3:3c

• REAL ESTATE •

204-741-0347
204-483-0592

 trueheatfc@gmail.comTRUEHEAT
FIRE & CHIMNEY

FIREPLACE SALES
& INSTALLATION

WETT CERTIFIED
SOURIS, MB

Licensed Plumbers & Gas Fitters
Heating & Air Conditioning

171-7th Ave. N. – Virden, MB

204-748-1788
info@pphmb.com

Continued from Page 10
“I just want to thank Linda and Donna for organizing 

the Southeast Teddy Bears Anonymous. 

-

-

-
ewan.”

See related story on page 9: 
Southeast Teddy Bears Anonymous raises $7,000

Charity founder 
happy with

online auction

BY NICOLE TAYLOR
-

-

store.
Continued on Page 16 

Co-op food store in Moosomin
on track for spring opening

The Borderland Co-op food store under con-
struction a year ago, at left and currently, at 
right. The store is slated to open in the spring, 
in mid-April at the earliest.
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Legacy Inn
& Heritage Community Living

800 ENNIS AVE.  |  GRENFELL, SK

Contact: Manager Josh Hassler 
management@legacyinngrenfell.com

Hotel Reservations: 1-639-683-0107https://legacyinngrenfell.com/

Legacy Inn 
is a perfect 
location for 
meetings, 
banquets

 and events!
Come and check out our 

beautiful apartments.
We are almost full!
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1-306-435-2831  •  www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Dr. Robert Kitchen MPDr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose MountainSouris-Moose Mountain

Serving the communities 
of Souris-Moose Mountain

Continued from Page 7
“We had a STARS crew member come 

to our wedding. He had a big cheque 
there with the donation on it, and my 
maid of honor introduced the crew mem-
ber and told my story about how STARS 
saved my life, and I remember when she 

was silent. You could hear a pin drop, 
and you could see jaws drop.”

She says many people don’t under-
stand how crucial the STARS air ambu-
lance service is.

“It’s something I never thought I’d use 
and it’s something you just never know, it 
could be your neighbor, it could be your 
parents, it could be your best friend, but 
you just never know when you are going 
to need it, and they are always there.

“We were in the STARS calendar one 
year and have done photoshoots for 
them and advertisements. I’ve met my 

younger, we’d go to the STARS base all 
the time and do a tour. I always liked to 
show the kids the helicopter that saved 
me.

“That doesn’t happen every day that a 
surviving patient can come back.”

A special night for STARS
Darren Entner is a Clinical Operations 

Manager with STARS, and the one who 
was invited to Jillian’s wedding.

“We transported Jillian many, many 
years ago. I actually had the opportunity 
to take care of her dad as well when he 
had his medical issues as well when he 
was in Regina, so I’ve known the Easton 
family for quite some time,” he says.

“I was incredibly honored that she 
would even think of us. We’ve crossed 
paths with the Easton family many times 
since that initial meeting with her and 
her family. And we’ve crossed paths in 
many different venues. And when she 
reached out and asked if we would be 
able to come to her wedding, I actually 
had to switch a shift so I could go, but I 
was very honored that they would think 
of us, and to not only be willing to donate 
some of their funds from their wedding, 
but also just to invite us as well. It was 
just an honor to be there.

call the VIPs, or very important patients. 
And there are some that become more 

we always encourage patients to come 

and see the aircraft, because often when 

they had been in a helicopter. And some-
times that’s very nice for us in the health 
care profession as well. Sometimes it 
provides closure, or feedback to see how 
they’ve done. It’s very nice for us to see 
those patients and I feel that the patients 
get a lot out of it as well.

“We meet people most times on their 
worst days, so then to be able to put some 
of the pieces together and see what hap-
pened is nice, and we can explain to them 
not only how the aircraft works and how 
we would get to their certain incident. 
That can actually help the patient a lot 
and provide them with some closure.

“It’s incredibly rewarding, it’s one of 
the best parts of our job, to see the fruits 
of our labor, the work that we put in on a 
day to day basis with our education and 
constant training. And to provide those 
patients with their best chance on their 
worst day and then see somebody who 
was incredibly sick or had potential to 
not do so well, and then we can go out 
and bring that experience, training and 
high level of care to a patient in all parts 
of Saskatchewan, not just in the major 
centres—it’s pretty rewarding to have 
them come back with their families.

“Jillian is an excellent example of that. 
Now you see her with her two sons and 
getting married. And I remember her as a 
young girl coming in and being so thank-
ful to see us and now she has a wonder-
ful family. 

“It was a pretty neat full circle mo-
ment. Because I distinctly remember the 

We have an annual Saskatchewan versus 

we met them, we met them in Moosomin. 
We were driving through and stopped 
for supper and I think either she saw that 
we had some STARS gear and her mom 
or dad came over and asked if we were 
from STARS and we were able to explain 

that was the start of our relationship and 
we’ve had a great one ever since.”

Entner says he does not recall anyone 
with STARS ever being invited to a wed-
ding of STARS patient before.

“In my 12 years of being here, I think 

attended. It was cool to be invited and 
cool to be there. It was a great night. It 
was nice, I got to sit with the Easton fam-
ily. I honestly felt like it was just a very 
special, special night for a lot of people, 
and me being one of them. It was great to 
be there and feel very honored how well 
they spoke about us. It was a great, great 
night.”

STARS thanked with donation at wedding
After they saved her life in 2014, Jillian Easton invites STARS to

her wedding and makes donation on behalf of her family and guests

Bride Jillian Easton and groom Eric Kuzek presenting the cheque to 
Darren Entner with STARS.



Congratulations to our Grand Prize Winner of 
$15,000 to spend at participating 

local businesses

CHRRRISTTMMMAAASSSSS GGGGIIIIVVVVVEEEEAAAWWWWAAYY 20024 Shop
2024

LOCAL
andWIN!

Elaine Hamelin 
Prize: Travel Mug

FROM: BALFOUR DRUGS & TIM HORTONS

Wendy Holinaty 
Prize: $60 Gift Certifi cate

FROM: BARGAIN SHOP ESTERHAZY

Michelle Awingan 
Prize: $50 Gift Certifi cate

FROM: BERRY GOOD FARMS

Alexa Banga 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: BOSTON PIZZA VIRDEN

Keith Neumier 
Prize: Milwaukee 2475-21XC M12 Compact Infl ator Kit

FROM: BUMBER TO BUMPER

Ken McPherson 
Prize: Celebration Ford Swag Bag

FROM: CELEBRATION FORD        

Darcy Jamieson, Darla Knutson 
Prize: $50 Gift Cards

FROM: DENRAY TIRE

Angie Lewis 
Prize: Wine Basket

FROM: DOWNTOWN LIQUOR STORE

Craig Poirier 
Prize: Milwaukee Heated Jacket

FROM: ERP PRO HARDWARE

Les Howie 
Prize: A toolbox, Chilly Moose mug, lantern and fl ashlight

FROM: ESTERHAZY HOME HARDWARE

Sherrill Berry 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: FLOWER ATTIC & GIFTS

Deanie Goulden 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: GLASSER'S TV

Bev Shauf 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: IMZ SERVICE GARAGE

Sydni Wilson 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: IRON PRAIRIE STRENGTH LAB

Linda Fisk, Colleen Cousins 
Prize: Two $120 Gift Certifi cates

FROM: JMC CLEANING

Nancy Elton 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: LEE'S CARPET

Gail de Winter 
Prize: Complete Vehicle Detail

FROM: MCMILLAN MOTORS

Deb Wilson 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: MOOSE MOUNTAIN LEISURE

Ishanpreet Kaur 
Prize: $100 Gift Certifi cate

FROM: MOOSOMIN SHELL / LITTLE CAESARS

Terri Carter 
Prize: Gift Basket with $50 Gift Card

FROM: PHARMASAVE ESTERHAZY

Carol Lyons 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: PHARMASAVE KIPLING

Laureen Paradis 
Prize: $50 in-store credit
FROM: PHARMASAVE REDVERS

Judy Scott 
Prize: $60 Gift Certifi cate

FROM: RED APPLE CARLYLE

Bonnie Reid 
Prize: $60 Gift Card

FROM: RED APPLE VIRDEN

Gavin Chambelin 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: RED BARN RESTAURANT & DANO'S LOUNGE

Brian Porier 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: REDVERS AG & SUPPLY

Cheryl Reavie 
Prize: Gift Basket

FROM: ROCANVILLE PHARMACY

Dennis Fisk 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: RPM SERVICE

Linda Doll 
Prize: $100 Gift Certifi cate

FROM: SEW CREATIVE

Robbie Milliken 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: T'S DINING & LOUNGE

Shelley Bigeagle 
Prize: $400 Gift Certifi cate

FROM: TODAY'S ENTERPRISES

Rick Jordan 
Prize: $50 Gift Card

FROM: TRISTAR FOODS / SUBWAY

Ken Clarke 
Prize: Greenworks Brushless Snow Thrower 

80V 20-in
FROM: VALLEYVIEW CO-OP FARM & RANCH CENTRE

Howard Hole 
Prize: $50 Gift Card & Swag Bag

FROM: VIRDEN AG & PARTS

Brittany Pappel 
Prize: $100 Gift Card

FROM: VIRDEN MAINLINE MOTORS

Congrats to All The Winners!

Nathan
Comeau

30 days of membership
& 4 personal training 

sessions valued at $350
FROM: ANYTIME FITNESS

Quinten
Sproat

Purse
FROM: KARI’S KLOSET

Sharon
Shaw

$200 Gift Card
FROM: PHARMASAVE 

MOOSOMIN

Jeannie
Skulmoski

Air Fryer
FROM: BORDERLAND 

CO-OP

Jenn
Mannle

$100 Gift Card
FROM: KARI’S
PHARMACY

Jacqui
Shopland

STS Ranch Wear 
Jacket

FROM: RANCH ‘N RUFF

Troy
Lewis

$100 Gift Card
FROM: BRADLEY’S GM

Alice
Polk

$100 Gift Card
FROM: KULLBERG’S

FURNITURE

Coralie
Rozak

$100 Gift Card
FROM: SAMANTHA’S

BOUTIQUE

Karen
Haggarty

$150 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: CORK & BONE

BISTRO

Kate
Thompson
Heated Jacket

FROM: MAZERGROUP

David
Muzylouski

Gift Basket
FROM: SAPARA’S

DRUG MART

Elaine
Zalischuk
Gift Basket & 
$50 Gift Card
FROM: ERIN’S IDA

PHARMACY

Roel
Dulnuan

$150 In-Store Credit
FROM: MOOSOMIN 

DODGE

Joan Marie
Frape

$50 Gift Card
FROM: TJ’S PIZZA

Tom
Paterson

$500 Rental Gift 
Certifi cate

FROM: FLAMAN SALES

Faith
Campbell
$100 Gift Card

FROM: IDA MOOSOMIN

Matt
Wahoski
Arctic Cat

Winter Coat
FROM: UNIVERSE SATELLITE

Jean Marc
Lemoine

$100 Gift Card
FROM: FOUILLARD 

CARPETS

Wendy
Lynd

$60 Gift Card
FROM: RED APPLE

MOOSOMIN

John
Proznick

5-year Subscription
FROM: THE WORLD-

SPECTATOR

Marc
Selby

$200 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: FOUILLARD 

DISCOUNT

Barb
Cuthill

$100  Gift Card
FROM: MOOSOMIN
SPORTS EXCELLENCE

Keysha Horn
 is the grand prize winner in the Christmas Giveaway! 

She has won $15,000 to spend locally at participating businesses! 

Congratulations Keysha!
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FREE ADMISSION          INDOORS          FREE PARKING

SPIN THE WHEEL         PRIZES        10X $10,000 DRAWS
No purchase necessary. No cash value. See fourseasonssales.com for more details.

FEBRUARY 7 - 17, 2025
TAKING PLACE INDOORS AT THE

KEYSTONE CENTRE

FRIDAY - SATURDAY 10AM - 8PM
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 11AM - 7PM

FEBRUARY 17 11AM - 5PM

PRESENTED BY

Virden:

210 Frontage Road
Virden, MB

 (204) 748-2060
WWW.VIRDENREC.COM

210 Frontage Road
Virden, MB

 (204) 748-2060
WWW.VIRDENREC.COMFOR FULL INVENTORY AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

FIREARMS / OPTICS / AMMO / ACCESSORIES       USED & CONSIGNMENT SALES

WS_QTR_OutdoorPage_Jul5-2022.indd   1 2022-07-05   8:31 PM

Continued from Page 11
Once the new store opens the current 

grocery store will be demolished and the 
parking lot will be expanded. 

Borderland General Manager Jason 
Schenn says mid-April would be the earli-
est the new store will open. “We will close 
down business in the old store one day 
and open up for business up in the new 
store the next day,” he said. “We will have 
a whole transition team moving product 
into this building. There will be a constant 
stream for a week or so until we empty 
the old store and then we will auction off 
the equipment and start demolition.”

Schenn says the new grocery store will 
employ more people from the surround-
ing area. 

“We are going to have around 60 em-
ployees in the new building. The manage-
ment are now working for us and on site, 
so they’re getting up to speed with things. 
Then, operations will just continue there 
until they can start getting in here and set-
ting up their spaces.”

Schenn says he is excited to be part of 
such a large project.

“I am very excited,” he said. “This is by 
far the biggest project we have taken on 
since I have been with Borderland. It is 
one of those generational projects that we 
hope is going to last a long time. This one 
is hopefully going to have a lot of positive 

impact on our branch locations as well. “
He said many local contractors are 

working on the project.
“Tag’s is working on mechanical, they 

are coming out of Esterhazy, Tom’s Elec-
tric is doing the electrical, Wall-Eye is 
doing all of our interiors, GeeBee out of 
Kipling are doing the ground work which 
is local to us as they’re part of Border-
land’s area, CCR is our general contractor. 
As much as we can keep local, we do.”

The interior work is ongoing, but there 
is a delay due to the  pending arrival of 
the main distribution power panel, which 
was originally supposed to arrive in De-
cember.

“Everything in this project is planned 
and connected, so when something is de-
layed, it affects everything else.  The rest 
of the equipment and materials all have 
arrivals dates, it’s just the main panel we 
are waiting on.” said Schenn.

“We’ll just have to see if the delay dis-
rupts anything else along the way.

“If the guys run out of things to do be-
tween now and when the panel arrives, all 
the stuff that has to get done gets pushed 
back.” 

Schenn said Thursday that he is proud 
the project is under budget at this point.

“It looks like we could come in up to $1 
million under budget, and that’s some-
thing I’m very proud of,” he said.

Co-op food store in
Moosomin on track
for spring opening
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MAXIMIZE YOUR PROFITS
WITH CONSISTENT SEED DEPTH

SEE THE DIFFERENCE

WWW.ROTOMUDSCRAPERS.COM   (204)825-7655

WITH SCRAPERSWITH SCRAPERSWITHOUT SCRAPERSWITHOUT SCRAPERS

SAME DAYSAME DAY
SAME SOILSAME SOIL
SAME FIELDSAME FIELD
SAME MOISTURESAME MOISTURE

#AGDAYS25

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF 
Emerald Park & Indian Head 

3 GREAT PLAINS INDUSTRIAL DR. 
EMERALD PARK, SK 

www.mandoconstruction.ca

EST. 1979 WITH THE SAME OWNERS AT YOUR SIDE.

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE BASEMENT PACKAGE QUOTE!

Continued from Page 9
It was amazing. We didn’t realize it was 

going to grow as big as it did. We had 166 
items in our online auction. Our community 
is just amazing. People are just so generous.”

Lots of work
Stanhope says the group will be looking 

for more help for next year. “If anybody 
wants to help next year, contact Linda! We 
would love the help,” she said.

Machniak adds, “For two people it was an 
incredible amount of work. We had a little 
bit of outside help with helping set up the 
auction online because we had never done 
anything like that before.”

Creating awareness
Machniak says their goal was to create 

awareness of the Teddy Bears Anonymous 
charity across Southeast Saskatchewan. 

“A lot of people don’t know about Teddy 

Bears Anonymous and that was part of the 
reason why I wanted to do this was to bring 
awareness to the Southeast rural area about 
the charity.

Stanhope explains the provincial charity 
celebrates 16 years this year. 

“Also, Luke Lawrence, the organizer of all 
of Teddy Bears Anonymous, told us Mooso-

had teddy bears. It also has been a provin-
cial charity for the past 17 years.” 

Machniak adds, “When we started this a 
few months ago, the province had already 
gifted over 200,000 teddy bears to kids. That 
is a lot and it’s just amazing.” 

Stanhope says they are surprised and 
overwhelmed by the amount of support 

fundraiser for Southeast Saskatchewan. We 
didn’t have an idea. It went really well and 
we are so thankful.”

Southeast Teddy Bears Anonymous online auction raises $7,000 
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TIIIMMEEDD
ONNNLINNNNE 
LAAAANDDD

AAAUCCCCTIIOOONN
FFFFOORRRR MMMMICCCHHAAAAEL & KKKIMM WWWEINNNNRAAUUUCHH

SALE OPENS: SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1, 2025 @ 8:00 AM

SALE CLOSES: WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 5, 2025 @ 10:00 AM

Lampman, SK
6-Quarter Sections of Fertile Farmland in the RM of Brock #64 &
RM of Browning #34 including the beautiful home quarter owned
by the Weinrauch family!

SALE CONTACT: 306-487-7815

TTIMMMMEDDDD
OOONLLLLINNEE 

AAAACCRREEAGGGEE
AAAAUUCCCTTIOOOON

FFFFOORRR CCCCHHHHRRRIIS && ABBBBBY LLEEEEDSSS
SALE OPENS: THURSDAY, 

FEBRUARY 27, 2025 @ 8:00 AM

SALE CLOSES: MONDAY
FEBRUARY 5, 2025 @ 10:00 AM.

MOOSOMIN, SK.   |   RM OF MARTIN #122

SALE CONTACT: CHRIS (306-435-7783)

TTIIIMMMEEDDD
OOOONNNNLLIINNNNE 
LLAANNNNNDDDD

AAAAUUCCCTTTTIOOOON
FFFFOORRR CCCCHHHHRRRIIS && ABBBBBY LLEEEEDSSS

SALE OPENS: THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 27, 2025 @ 8:00 AM

SALE CLOSES: MONDAY
FEBRUARY 5, 2025 @ 10:00 AM.

MOOSOMIN, SK.   |   RM OF MARTIN #122

SALE CONTACT: CHRIS (306-435-7783)

TIMMEEDDD 
OONNNLLINNNNE 
LAAAANDDD 

AAAAUCCCCTIIOOONN
23 Quarter Sections

farmalnd.

SALE OPENS: FRIDAY,
JANUARY 24, 2025 @ 8:00 AM

SALE CLOSES: TUESDAY,
JANUARY 28, 2025 @ 10:00 AM 

Stoughton & Midale, SK

JOHN BOETTCHER 306-483-8128

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID
visit www.mackauctioncompany.com
or phone 306-421-2097

UPCOMING 
TIMED ONLINE

LAND AUCTIONS

PL. 311962

Follow Us on Facebook
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A Year of Change and Progress

Keeping Saskatchewan Affordable

Report from the
Legislature
KEVIN WEEDMARK

MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre
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FIND US AT AG DAYS!FIND US AT AG DAYS!
BARN 2BARN 2

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A year in review with Saskatchewan’s new Minister of 
Agriculture needs to begin with a look at what 2024 was 
like in agriculture.

“We had an average to slightly above that average crop, 
so that was good,” Cannington MLA and Minister of Ag-
riculture Daryl Harrison reported, adding that cattle win-
ter feed stocks and water supplies are good. “It’s been a 
pretty decent year in the Cannington area. It’s better than 
some areas, so I think everybody’s very thankful for what 
they received, for precipitation, and their crops.

“Of course, like most producers—myself included—I 
always want a few more bales off that quarter and a few 
more cents for the calves when I send them to market,” 
he continued, with a laugh. “But overall, I’m very pleased 
about the prices I received here this fall—better than it 
has been the past years, and with all these winter precip-
itation events coming through it shows us that the pat-
terns are there. We’ll look forward to a good rainfall in the 
spring and get our crops off to a good start in 2025.”

In late August, Harrison had the opportunity to tour 
Premier Scott Moe around Cannington, making for a busy 
day.

in the town of Stoughton, E. Bourassa  in Carlyle—they’re 
celebrating 100 years in business, which is a huge mile-
stone,” Harrision said.

Alameda, where Harrison later had the chance to attend 
the business’ grand opening.

“It’s just a great facility, and a huge congratulations to 
them and all the work they put into getting that built,” 
he said.

“In Oxbow, we had a quick lunch with the local munic-
ipal and town councils there, and then we shot up to Red-
vers to the new Kubota building,” Harrison explained. 

but they constructed a new building so it’s a top shelf fa-
cility.”

“We stopped in Wawota and ended up meeting with 

then did the same at Kipling to round out the day,” he 
continued. “So it was great day. It’s great to get the pre-
mier down in the southeast and show him what we’re all 
about!”

forward to in his riding.
“In Cannington, there’s a few more drilling rig derricks 

sticking up, so the oil and gas industry is looking pretty 

strong,” he said.
“From what I’m told from workers and contractors, 

they’re really looking forward—and I can’t emphasize 
that enough in light of yesterday’s events in Ottawa—
really looking forward to a new government in Ottawa. 

aren’t coming into the oil and gas industry because of the 

Minister Steven Guilbeault and of course, supported by 
the NDP.”

Year in Review
Ag Minister Daryl Harrison says

Premier’s visit a highlight in Cannington

Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister and Cannington MLA Daryl Harrison at Redvers Ag in Au-
gust with Premier Scott Moe, and the Dangstorp family, the owners of the new Redvers Ag 
Kubota dealership in Redvers.
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STOKER COAL FOR SALE
I am presently moving coal 

 into SE Saskatchewan and  

all areas of Manitoba.

For more information contact:

Larry Gould  •  Reston, MB

204.877.3882
204-522-6067 (CELL)

e-mail: llgould@mymts.net

BELOW FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING!!

FOUILLARD STEELFOUILLARD STEEL
SUPPLIES LSUPPLIES LTD.TD.

www.fouillardsteel.com
ST. LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303

#1 Grade Coloured

B+ Grade Coloured

B Grade Coloured

B Grade Galvalume

Multi Colored Mill Ends

B Grade 24 ga
7/8" Corrugated 

Discount Colours

Pre-Finished 
OSB Siding

4x6 3/8" = $16/sheet

B Grade Shake Siding

PVC White/interlocking 
interior liner

Concrete 
Restoration

Floors • Driveways
Steps • Patios 

Bin Foundations

www.concreterestore.ca

marty@concreterestore.ca
306-645-2777 (OFFICE)

306-435-0900 (CELL)

REPAIR | RESTORATION | SEALING

Virden Eyecare Centre 
Dr. David Cochrane   |   Dr. Julie Paradine 

170 NELSON STREET WEST    VIRDEN, MB 

204-748-1094

• CONCRETE WORK • • OPTOMETRY • • ACCOUNTING •

prairiestrong.ca 

ESTERHAZY OFFICE 
420 Main Street
306-745-6611

ADVERTISE

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
306-435-2445

• CUSTOM PRINTING •

The Kids Wanna 

20 22
Monday, February 21, (Family Day Holiday – Welwyn Rin

The Welwyn Kids’ 
Bonspiel is Back!

• All school kids aged 10 - 18• Sign up individually or as a • No previous experience nee• Everyone guaranteed a priz

$15/CURL
Call/text Ch

FEATURED

APPETIZERS

Make sure it’s The World-Spectator!

306-435-2445

LAWN MAINTENANCE INVOICE

CUSTOMER ACCOUNT NO.

TELEPHONE NO.

INVOICE DATE

ACCOUNTS TYPE

 RESIDENTIAL  REGULAR

 COMMERCIAL  1-TIME

FREQUENCY KEY

ANNUALLY = AN

3 MONTHS = 3M

BIMONTHLY = BI

6 MONTHS = 6M

MONTHLY = MO

WEEKLY = WK

PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION WITH YOUR PAYMENT

 WORK DONE FREQUENCY DESCRIPTION/MATERIALS USED UNIT AMOUNT

HOGARTH’S LAWN & GARDEN

GST #861648004 RT0001

Box 812, 1118 Main Street

MOOSOMIN, SASKATCHEWAN   S0G 3N0

Tel: (306) 435-2647     Cell: (306) 435-9689

To ____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

TERMS: NET 30 DAYS - 2% INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED

HWY #48 • P.O. BOX 760 • KIPLING SK • S0G 2S0

Cell: 306-631-4369

Work: 306-736-2518

Fax: 306-736-2476

SALES CONSULTANT

kristoff.mmp@gmail.com

CHEVROLET – BUICK – GMC

www.mcmillanmotorproducts.net

 908 Park Ave.

306-435-3723

BUFFET EVERY DAY! 

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

pizza menu

All pizza’s include 1 Litre Pop

 

SMALL 
MEDIUM LARGE  EXTRA-LARGE

HOUSE SPECIAL 
13.95 19.95 28.95 38.95

(pepperoni, ham, onion, green pepper)

HAWAIIAN 

12.95 18.95 25.95 33.95

PEPPERONI 

12.95 18.95 25.95 33.95

VEGETARIAN PIZZA 
13.95 19.95 28.95 38.95

(tomato, green pepper, onion, mushroom)

CANADIAN PIZZA 
13.95 19.95 27.95 35.95

(ham, pepperoni, mushroom)

pizza combos

PIZZA COMBO MEAL A   

45.95
Medium Pizza

Chicken Wings

Pizza Nuggets

Caesar Salad

1 Litre Pop

ZZA COMBO MEAL B 
Call today for a custom quote!

Hearing & Wellness  
by Porch Light

Hearing Testing
Consultations

Hearing Protection
Assistive Listening Devices

220 Broadway Ave.   |    Moosomin, SK    |    S0G 3N0

306-435-2500
Fax: 306-435-2503 12:3c

• HEARING SERVICES •

REGIONALREGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL
 CUSTOM PRINTER!

What can we print for you today?

306-435-2445

Weaker demand for large farm equipment to
pressure sales and prices in 2025: FCC report

After a strong start to 
the year for large equip-
ment sales, a slowdown 
is anticipated in the farm 
equipment market. With 
falling commodity prices, 
high operating costs and 

placing a greater empha-
sis on their price per acre 
equipment costs accord-
ing to Farm Credit Cana-
da’s (FCC) 2025 outlook 
for the Canadian farm 
equipment market.

“Farmers are looking 
for cost saving measures 
including delaying pur-
chases and planning to 
further reduce equipment 
costs,” said Leigh Ander-
son, FCC senior econ-
omist. “But as demand 
slows and prices adjust, 
there may be opportuni-
ties for producers who are 
looking to invest in new 
farm equipment.”

The year began with a 
surge in demand for large 
farm equipment, par-
ticularly combines and 
4WD tractors. New com-

high, and 4WD tractor 
sales trailed only slight-
ly behind 2021 sales. A 
slowdown in sales in the 
United States allowed 
manufacturers to send 
more pre-orders to Can-
ada earlier. Usually, the 
Canadian combine mar-
ket sees the most sales 
in the second half of the 
year.

This burst of activity 
is not expected to last 
through the remainder 
of the year and into 2025. 
However, the decline 

in new farm equipment 
sales is expected to be 
less severe than in 2024, 
and sales of 4WD tractors 
should stay above the 

The early arrival of new 
equipment has led to an 
increase in trade-ins, in-
jecting a considerable vol-
ume of used equipment 
into the market, particu-
larly used combines. It’s 
estimated total used com-
bine sales have dropped 
by 18 per cent compared 
to the same period last 
year. Smaller used horse-
power tractor sales are 
down 40 per cent, and 
sales of used seeding and 
planting equipment have 
declined by 23 per cent 
year over year. Lower 
sales of used seeding and 
planting equipment mark 
a slowdown compared to 
the previous year.

In the United States, 
farm equipment manu-
facturers have reduced 
production to align with 
lower demand. In Cana-
da, manufacturing sales 
have fallen 8.7 per cent 
compared to last year, 
and new orders are down 
9.2 per cent, suggesting 
sales will continue to de-
crease.

“The trends to monitor 
as we go into 2025 are 
equipment prices, farm 
revenue, interest rates 
and the Canadian dollar,” 
said Anderson. “Lower 
interest rates combined 
with strong revenues in 
select sectors could make 
it a great time to invest 
in new equipment as it’s 
more affordable per acre. 
But a lower Canadian 
dollar could increase im-
ported equipment pric-
es.”
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LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for the property described below will be received by:

Meighen Haddad LLP
129 Souris Street

P.O. Box 397
Melita Manitoba

R0M 1L0
Attention: Karen BeauchampPROPERTY:

Parcel 1:
SW 1/4 23-1-28 WPM EXC ALL MINES AND MINERALS
Including two steel bins to be empty by July 15, 2025
Parcel 2:
NW 1/4 14-1-28 WPM EXC ALL MINES AND MINERALS RESERVED IN THE ORIGINAL 
GRANT FROM THE CROWN
Parcel 3:
LEGAL SUBDIVISIONS 15 AND 16 AND THE NORTH 1/2 OF NORTH 1/2 OF LEGAL 
SUBDIVISIONS 9 AND 10 OF SECTION 15-1-28 WPM EXC ALL MINES AND MINERALS
Parcel 4:
E 1/2 OF SECTION 22-1-28 WPM EXC ALL MINES AND MINERALS
Including 43 x 80 steel Quonset, 40 x 60 steel shed, house built in 1964, all to be empty 
by closing.
One surface lease to be assigned to successful Tenderor.
Half section sold together and not as individual quarters.
Tenders can be for individual parcels or more than one parcel.
If tendering on more than one parcel, please indicate the amount offered for each 
parcel.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:
1. Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the property and not 

on the above or any other particulars or representations made by or on behalf of the Seller.
2. Tenders must be received on or before 5:00 p.m. on January 24, 2025 in an envelope 

marked “TENDER”.
3. Each tender must be accompanied by a $2,500.00 deposit cheque payable to Meighen 

Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unaccepted bids will be refunded.
4. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1. The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agreement covering 

terms and conditions of sale.
2. The closing date of the sale shall be April 30, 2025 on which date the Vendors shall provide 

a registerable Transfer of title to the Purchaser and the Purchaser shall pay the balance of 
the accepted tender. If the balance of the accepted tender is not paid within the set time 
limit or acceptable arrangements for payment have not been made, the deposit paid may 
be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

3. All mines and minerals will be reserved from any Transfer.
4. Land is in the Torren’s Title system.
5. Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing January 1, 2025.

For further information contact Carey Murray at 204-264-0342

LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for the property described below will be received by:

Meighen Haddad LLP
129 Souris Street

P.O. Box 397
Melita Manitoba

R0M 1L0
Attention: Karen Beauchamp

PROPERTY:

Parcel 1: All that Portion of NE 1/4 2-2-26 WPM which lies North of Rly Plan 16 BLTO
B0 Div excluding mines and minerals (approximately 114 acres)

Parcel 2: SE 1/4 11-2-26 WPM excluding mines and minerals (approximately 160 acres)

Surface leases in the process of reclamation but no equipment exists on the land and 
the lease sites are all workable. Tenderor will be entitled to any future payments, if any. 
Caveats will continue on title until reclamation is completed and pursuit of the removal of 
the Caveats to be the responsibility of the Tenderor. Both parcels are subject to an Under-
ground Powerline Agreement.

Bids may be submitted for the entire package or an individual quarter section. 
Bidders for multiple parcels should break down the amount offered for each parcel.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:
1. Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the property and not 

on the above or any other particulars or representations made by or on behalf of the Seller.

2. Tenders must be received on or before 5:00 p.m. on February 21, 2025 in an envelope 
marked “TENDER”.

3. Each tender must be accompanied by a $5,000.00 deposit cheque payable to Meighen 
Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unaccepted bids will be refunded.

4. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1. The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agreement covering 

terms and conditions of sale.
2. The closing date of the sale shall be April 1, 2025 on which date the Vendors shall provide 

a registerable Transfer of title to the Purchaser and the Purchaser shall pay the balance of 
the accepted tender. If the balance of the accepted tender is not paid within the set time 
limit or acceptable arrangements for payment have not been made, the deposit paid may 
be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

3. All mines and minerals will be reserved from any Transfer.
4. Land is in the Torren’s Title system.
5. Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing January 1, 2025.

For further information contact 
204-673-2538

LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for the property described below will be received by:

Meighen Haddad LLP
129 Souris Street

P.O. Box 397
Melita Manitoba

R0M 1L0
Attention: Karen Beauchamp

PROPERTY:

S ½ 7-3-28 WPM excluding mines and minerals (SW ¼ - approximately 164.18 acres)
(SE ¼ approximately 160 acres) 

Subject to surface lease agreement and pipeline caveat to remain on title. Surface lease 
has been reclaimed

1 - 2700 bushel bin, 5 strand barbed wire fence around the entire half section, 1 dug 
out, 290 acres under cultivation

Bids must be for the entire half section.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:
1. Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the property and not 

on the above or any other particulars or representations made by or on behalf of the Seller.

2. Tenders must be received on or before 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2025 in an envelope 
marked “TENDER”.

3. Each tender must be accompanied by a $5,000.00 deposit cheque payable to Meighen 
Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unaccepted bids will be refunded.

4. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1. The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agreement covering 

terms and conditions of sale.
2. The closing date of the sale shall be March 25, 2025 on which date the Vendors shall 

provide a registerable Transfer of title to the Purchaser and the Purchaser shall pay the 
balance of the accepted tender. If the balance of the accepted tender is not paid within the 
set time limit or acceptable arrangements for payment have not been made, the deposit 
paid may be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

3. All mines and minerals will be reserved from any Transfer.
4. Land is in the Torren’s Title system.
5. Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing January 1, 2025.

For further information contact 
204-634-2425 or 306-482-7218

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The United Arab Emirates continues to 
be a hot market for Saskatchewan lentils, 
according to numbers released regarding 
grain exports to that market. From January 
to October of 2024, the province exported 
$322 million worth of agri-food products 
to the UAE, marking a 19 per cent increase 
over the year previous. 

“Any time we get the opportunity to 
grow a market, the better off it is for our 
producers here in the province, because 
we rely heavily on exports and having an 
increase like that is just invaluable,” said 
provincial Agriculture Minister Daryl 
Harrison. “We have to not only appreciate 
that, but we have to work on maintaining 
and growing that. The long and the short 
of it is, we produce the food the world 
needs. It’s a growing population, and 
we’re here to feed them.”

More than half of those exports to the 
UAE were lentils, which saw a 31 per cent 
increase over the same time as 2023. Over 
that 10-month span this year, the prov-
ince exported $174 million in lentils alone, 
making them the top agri-food export to 
the UAE this year. Other top exports in-
cluded canola ($56 million) and non-du-
rum wheat ($33 million).

“I think producers are going to examine 
their crop rotations, and there’s lots of var-
iables,” Harrison said when asked if the 
jump in the pulse crop might have grow-
ers considering a change in what they seed 
come spring. “It’s no different this coming 
growing season than others, they’ll factor 
in the cost of each crop, the potential mar-
ket and all that. From a provincial govern-

the world are just paying off hugely. We 
have to not only sustain the markets we 

new markets as well.”

One target in the province’s 2030 Growth 
Plan was to hit $20 million in agri-food ex-
ports, which has been surpassed. Last year 
not only marked the fourth year in a row 
where Saskatchewan hit record agri-food 
exports, but total shipments came to $20.2 
billion.

“It’s quality and quantity of crop, and 
reliability,” Harrison said. “We have to 
make sure we can get our product to our 
buyers when they need it.”

Producers a few decades ago likely 
wouldn’t even have consider such a mar-
ket, let alone imagine such export num-
bers.

“You think back 50 years ago and it was 
a completely different world,” Harrison 
said. “We were the bread basket and that’s 
kind of what we grew. We grew wheat and 
we grew feed for livestock. The transfor-
mation when you look back on it, it’s hard 
to believe, but it’s growing by leaps and 
bounds. I can’t be more proud of our pro-
ducers here in the province.”

Another local voice couldn’t agree more.
“Saskatchewan’s network of Interna-

Saskatchewan producers to expand access 
into new global markets,” Trade and Ex-
port Development Minister Warren Kaed-
ing said. “It is more important than ever 
to diversify and grow our export markets. 
Our province’s producers provide the 
food and energy security the world needs. 
I look forward to continuing to build on 
our relationship with the UAE and further 
increase bilateral trade, bringing new in-
vestment and creating more jobs for Sas-
katchewan people.”

Combined exports for 2022 and 2023 
totalled $102 billion, up over 52 per cent 
from the previous two-year timeframe, 
and the top export numbers in the history 
of Saskatchewan.

Sask lentils a hot item 
in United Arab Emirates
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RM of Antler receives $16,052

Kipling receives $7,953
Continued on Page 24
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KIOTI.comKIOTI.com

UTILITY TRACTORS

90-115 HPHX
SERIES

$8050
Cash Back* (T-L)Financing* Months

0%    48
UP TO

UP TO

Universe 
Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

SGI Traffi c Safety Fund grants benefi t local municipalities
Redvers approved for $63,000 traffi c project

www.mcmillanmotorproducts.net

Tim 
Dew

timdew.mmp@gmail.com

306.736.8624

Craig
Pister

pister.mmp@gmail.com

306.736.7305

HWY #48   |   KIPLING SK   |   306-736-2518
SATURDAY SALES HOURS: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Mai 
Mangalus
mmp.bdc@gmail.com

833-845-0465
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COME SEE US OR GIVE A CALL FOR DETAILS

Epic Entertainment

With maxTV Stream, you can 
watch...
...what you want
With over 160 channels, maxTV Stream has the best of 
live TV. Need more? Your media box comes with

...when you want

favourite show or rent the latest blockbusters with
maxTV On Demand.

...where you want

maxTV Go Apps too.

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE.

REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309
Enterprises     Ltd.

Continued from Page 23
The portability of the signage was an attractive option as 

it can be moved and used in various areas easily, especially 
since the lights are solar-powered.

“The idea, of course, with solar is we don’t have to string 
cables out and cords out to have them actually work,” 
Mayor Jackson said.

Spy Hill receives $7,500
The Village of Spy Hill was the recipient of $7,500 for 

their Speed Management project, focused on slowing 

awareness sign. Village Councillor Allan Perrin noted the 

meeting with the Esterhazy RCMP and applying for the 

“It’s not just the children that we’re concerned with, 
there’s people of all ages—children, older, people, young-
er, all types, go walking down that street,” Perrin said, 
adding it’s not uncommon to see vehicles travel in excess 
of 100 km/hr through Spy Hill, despite a posted 40 km/hr 
speed limit.

Perrin says such a project simply wouldn’t happen. 
“Our income is tax based, and smaller communities such 

as Spy Hill, I think we’re all in the same position that every 
dollar is spent almost before we get it,” he said. “So as far 
as us taking this on without the help of SGI, no, it wouldn’t 
have happened.”

RM of Rocanville receives $8,944
The RM of Rocanville received $8,944 for their Speed 

Signs for Safety project. Signage will be installed just north 
of Rocanville in an area noted as a concern for speeding 

Reeve Melissa Ruhland noted that the idea evolved from 
a community meeting held in early 2024.

“One of the questions from a ratepayer that had come 
out was about speeding on that section of highway,” she 
said. “So the RM took that forward, we wrote a letter and 
applied for the grant.”

The portion of roadway in question is a 60 km/hr zone 

posted speed limit.

and there’s quite a few houses along there as well,” Ruh-
land said. “We’re just hoping that will make it a bit safer, 
and help increase awareness of what the speed actually is.”

The new project is also another way to strengthen the 
working relationship between both municipalities.

“We try to work with the town as much as we can,” said 
Ruhland. “This is something that we can do that is good 
not only for the RM, but it’s good for the town because it 
will directly impact the community there.”

This is the second time the RM of Rocanville has secured 

project took place near Ste-Marthe-Rocanville.
“We similarly had put some speed signs outside of Ste. 

Marthe on each side of the hamlet there itself as well,” 

and those houses are really close by the road, I think it’s 
been a very welcome addition.”

Whitewood receives $11,552
The Town of Whitewood received $11,552 for their 

Lalonde Street Speed Awareness project. The radar signage 
on Lalonde Street marks the third time Whitewood has re-

Wawota receives $10,198
The town of Wawota received $10,198 for their Speed 

Management project, something Mayor Kevin Kay says 
will assist in keeping the community safe. 

“Signage is a big deal here,” he said. “It’s about keeping 

is starting to pick up as population grows here in Wawota, 
and just wanting to keep our citizens safe.”

communities to implement additional safety measures 
without affecting the current budget.

Montmartre receives $9,186
The Village of Montmartre received $9,186 for their 

Speed Awareness and Management project, something 
Administrator Dale Brenner anticipates will curb speeding 

“I’m glad we got it,” he said of the grant. “It’s always 
good to try and make people aware of their speeds.”

The new solar-powered signage will be a welcome addi-

“We already have ones going through town on Highway 
48, these are access roads coming into the municipality 

coming in from a road that has a higher speed limit posting 
to where, all of a sudden, you’re supposed to be down to 40 
km/hr, and just making them aware to get speeds down.”

Oxbow receives $9,032
The Town of Oxbow was the lucky recipient of two por-

table speed awareness sign and trailer projects, each fund-
ed at $9,032.

“They approved two trailers and then signs on those 
trailers, basically,” explained Oxbow’s Community Devel-

great, because we have had concerns on certain roads, and 
then that way, we could move it around and see if it makes 
a difference.”

Grenfell receives $12,386
In Grenfell, the $12,386 in funds the town received means 

the Keeping Pedestrians Safe project will become a reality.
“Half of our population in Grenfell is on the other side 

of the railway tracks going through,” explained Mayor 
Mark Steininger. “It’s going to make it a lot safer for the 
kids when they’re going to school and the people crossing 
there. It’s quite wonderful.”

through the provincial grant allowed the town to move 
forward with the project in a more expedient manner.

“If we had to pay for it, I don’t know where down the 

road we could do it,” said Mayor Steininger. “This speeds 
it up and makes it a lot safer.”

from photo speed enforcement, with some $13.1 million 
distributed to 870 projects since 2019. Applications con-

driving, distracted driving, occupant protection, intersec-
tion safety, aggressive driving, vulnerable road users, or 
medically-at-risk drivers.

Those applications are reviewed by a committee com-
prised of members from the Saskatchewan Urban Mu-
nicipalities Association, the Saskatchewan Association of 
Rural Municipalities, the Prince Albert Grand Council, the 
Saskatchewan Association of Chiefs of Police, the Ministry 
of Justice, the Ministry of Highways, and SGI.

SGI Traffic Safety Fund grants
benefit local municipalities



January 2025 Plain and Valley 25

www.yacauctions.com

Yorkton Auction Centre
Planning on selling 
some Equipment or 

having a Farm Auction?
Need an appraisal on assets?
Give our Sales Manager a call today!

Trenth Guenther: 306-621-4739

10:tfc

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK/Virden, MB  •  306-434-6909

CONTACT MATT OR JEFF  AT
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision 
Farming Displays

Autosteer 
Systems

Application
Control Systems
And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

Contact us today for a quote on a GNSS con-
trolled automatic water management system for 
your scraper or other dirt moving implements. 
Multiple systems available for surface drainage 
including Ditch Assist, Ditch Assist X, Trimble 
WM-Drain, Trimble Field Level 2 and more! 
Many brands of RTK base stations and receiv-
ers also available.

Water Management SystemsWater Management Systems  

““

sunrisecu.mb.ca

Charity Martin Thevenot

Boulder Bluff Clydesdales, Strathclair, MB

It was definitely the horses that inspired me to 

want to take over and be more involved with the 

farm and the breeding program that my dad, 
grandfather, and great-grand-
father worked on.”

Contact Sunrise Credit Union to meet with an expert for your Farm Transition goals!

Martin & Thevenot  Family

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
Dr. Diana Austin of Moosomin has spent the past 15 

port through her Kids in Ghana project.
The program was set up to help provide a safe home and 

education to four young children who were forced out of 
fostering services in Ghana in 2009. 

The interview with Diana follows:

connection with Ghana.
I grew up in Moosomin and after high school, I went 

didn’t really have any connection to Ghana before hand, 
but I wanted to go and volunteer. My aunt and family had 
been involved in a project when I was younger that had 
exposed me to this kind of stuff so right after high school I 
went to Ghana for six months in 2004, and I volunteered at 
Ashan. It was a good experience, but the hard part about it 
is that you come for six months as a volunteer and get a lot 
more out of the project you are working on. As a volunteer 
I think the experience in a way is more impactful. I wanted 
to translate that into a longer term thing, and then made 
the commitment once I was done my undergrad degree 
that I would come back. Then in 2009, after university I 
went back to Ghana for six months. 

es in requiring all children’s homes and orphanages in the 
country to reduce the number of children in care. It was 
mostly the older ones who were going to be sent away. The 
way the system works is, for some children, both of their 
parents are deceased and they need care, but sometimes 
it is more of a foster program so their parents have time 
to get things together and create more stable situations to 
take them back when they have no family or friends to go 
to, but there were four kids, Antwi, Emmanuel, Victoria, 
and Agyenim, who didn’t have safe and good homes to 
return to. 

I had brought some money for a project to build a babies 
ward, but while I was there I realized it didn’t seem as far 
ahead as I thought it was so I pulled back from that project. 
We decided that we had enough money then to support 
these four children for a year and we called it ‘4 Kids in 
Ghana.’ Now, it has been 15 years we’ve been supporting 
those kids. 

How did the Kids in Ghana program change over the 
years?

When I went, I was on a referral. I had been accepted 
into Med School, but I was in Ghana and then I wanted 

of this was falling into place near the end of my trip, so 

there was a nearby village—you can walk to it—which is 
where Ashan Children’s Home was. The Ashan Children’s 
Home was on the outskirts of Kumasi and Kumasi is the 
second biggest city in Ghana. 

In a nearby village there was a group of Americans who 
had a program and had a group of kids they were fostering 
and providing with a safe place to live, and education. I 
had contacted them to see if it was possible that they might 
be able to take on these four children. I had said I would 

ianship that was there in their country and they said ‘Yes, 

at their fostering place than ours, but overall the biggest 
thing was they had a safe place to stay. 

A year into it, the day care was relocating to the coast and 
I didn’t want to move the kids because even though they 
were no longer at Ashan, they were still close to the area 
they grew up in and knew. Relocating would take them 
away from a lifeline of connections and the cook that had 
worked with them, she was staying, her name was Vida. 
She offered to stay and look after the kids. 

We initially had them renting a house and then that fell 
through and there was a period that was quite sketchy and 

they were staying in this abandoned house while we were 

ing a house for them there. That was a big relief once we 
had that stabilized. For 22 years, Vida was their guardian 

vated. 
Antwi was the oldest. He started high school when the 

project started and then after that he got a scholarship to a 
private school in Accra to study Human Resources and the 

had her son, Oliver, which was unplanned, and she took a 
little bit of a break from her studies, but then because we 
decided to support her through it, we renamed the project 
to the ‘Kids in Ghana Project.’ 

ploma he did the National Service which is a mandatory 

gina, and he was accepted, but then he was rejected twice 
for his visa application. 

We initially had charitable status for Kids in Ghana 
through St. Mary’s Parish, that is how we raised money 
to start the program, but in 2011 Canada changed the way 
the donations could be made and to whom, but a lot of 
people who had initially started supporting the program 
continued throughout even when they weren’t getting that 
kind of thank you back. Around the same time, we were 
trying to get Antwi to go to Regina, we were also trying to 
reapply to the CRA to see if we could get charitable status 
for our program, so we eventually learned that since the 
program was supporting individuals, CRA doesn’t accept 
that to be charitable status—you can’t support individuals. 

So we lost our charitable status.

went on to study at the University of Ghana where he did 
Education and Social Work and then he did his National 
Service. Victoria took a nursing diploma after high school, 

ed her math so she could apply to university. So she did a 

ed that in August. Now, she is doing her National Service.

ondary education and did some different labour jobs. As 

then had a period of time to realize at what point was the 
support helpful or a hindrance because we kind of saw 
that need to support yourself is a big drive forward, so we 
began to realize that we needed to pull back a bit. 

Continued on page 26

15 years of the Kids in Ghana
After 15 years Diana Austin says the Kids in Ghana project has met most of its goals

Agyenim visiting at Moosomin Lake 
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KIOTI.com

Purchase a CS, CX, CK, DK, DKSE, NX or NS Series
KIOTI tractor and receive a FREE Loader*

KIOTI.com

Purchase a CS, CX, CK, DK, DKSE, NX or NS Series
KIOTI tractor and receive a FREE Loader*

$6450
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

0%    84
UP TO

UP TO FREE
LOADER*

COMPACT TRACTORS

40-58 HPDK2020
SERIES

Universe 
Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

15 years of the Kids in Ghana
After 15 years Diana Austin says the Kids in Ghana project has met most of its goals

A few photos of the 
Kids in Ghana who 

have been helped by 
Diana Austin and  
local supporters.
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Call us to be directed to a 
HUB near you!
306-665-8877

Or visit us online!
www.quotewithhub.com

Insurance advisors 
you can count on
year round!

It’s never too early to 
start planning your 
2025.
We designed our farm policies to 
meet the unique needs of each 
farm – making sure farmers, their 
families, and their operations 
can stay safe and protected. All 
our farm policies also include 
coverage for the home, 
property, and personal liability.

What’s covered?
FarmLite™ Policy 
This policy is designed to protect customers 
who have minimal farming activity, or where 
farming is a secondary or hobby aspect to 
their rural lifestyle.

FarmGen™ Policy
This policy is designed to protect smaller, 
family-farm style operations of less than 
1,500 acres and where at least half of the 
farmer’s income is generated from farming.

We off er farmers the opportunity to 
customize their insurance to fi t their 
individual needs.

Your Story is Ours to Protect.Ready for tomorrow.

Talk to a HUB insurance broker to fi nd out if 
FarmLite™ or FarmGen™ are best for you.

Moosomin  |  Broadview  |  Kipling  |  Montmartre  |  
Qu’Appelle  |  Indian Head  |  Emerald Park  |  Pilot 
Butte  |  Lemberg  |  Lipton  |  Kelliher  |  Estevan  |  
Langenburg  |  Esterhazy  |  Kamsack  |  Grenfell



Plain and Valley January 202528

1-800-880-4533

Guy Wall
(306) 435-0215

Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

Michael
Vantomme

(306) 608-6808

CONTACT US
TODAY

#ShopMoosomin      306-435-3313 • MOOSOMIN, SK  • www.celebrationford.com

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

NEW Y EAR, NEW STOCK!
2020 Escape 

Titanium

STOCK# 4S153A

96,000 KMS
$29,900

- Navigation
- Panoramic Vista 
  Roof

$130/WK OAC

2016 Hyundai 
Accent GL

STOCK# 4T153B

94,000 KMS
$14,900

- SiriusXM Satellite
- Heated Seats

$103/WK OAC

2017 Ford 
Expedition 

STOCK# 4T156B

107,000 KMS
$29,900

- Power Moonroof
- HD Trailer Tow

$166/WK OAC

2022 Ford 
Escape SE

STOCK#  2S186

38,000 KMS
$32,900

- Heated Seats
- Selectable Drive   
  Modes

$130/WK OAC

2020 Ford 
Edge

Titanium

STOCK# 5S010A

84,000 KMS
$34,900

- Elite Pkg
- Navigation

$151/WK OAC

2022 Ford 
Explorer

STOCK# 4S171B

87,000 KMS
$46,900

- Htd/Cld Front Seats
- Twin Panel
   Moonroof

$183/WK OAC

2022 Ford 
F-150 XLT

Sport

STOCK# 4T204A

123,000 KMS
$48,900

- FX4 Off-Road Pkg
- Twin Panel
   Moonroof

$190/WK OAC

2020 Ford 
F250 XLT

STOCK#  4T201A

120,000 KMS
$48,900

- 6.2L V8
- Upfitter Switches

$208/WK OAC

2020 Ford
Expedition

XLT

STOCK#  4S197B

62,000 KMS
$56,900

- 7 Passenger
- Panoramic Vista
  Roof

$241/WK OAC

2021 Ford
Explorer

Platinum

STOCK# 5S016A

91,000 KMS
$50,900

- Hands Free Lift Gate
- Htd 2nd Row Seats

$216/WK OAC

2021 Ford
F150 Lariat 

Sport

STOCK# 4T225A

95,000 KMS
$50,900

- FX4 Off-Road Pkg
- Power Tailgate
   w/ Step

$216/WK OAC

2022 RAM 
1500 Rebel

STOCK# 4T112A

77,000 KMS
$55,900

- Diesel
- Off-Road Suspension

$216/WK OAC

Only at CONTACT US
TODAY

NOW SELLING ELRAN, A FULLY  
CUSTOMIZABLE CANADIAN MADE  
FURNITURE LINE.

FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS
FURNITURE & ELECTRONICS 
27 Railway Ave.   |   Redvers, SK   |   306-452-6309


